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PREFACE. 


The  writer  of  these  letters  did  not  cross  the 
Atlantic  to  make  a  hook.  She  has  no*  wish  to 
enter  into  controversy,  or  to  be  supposed  a  partisan ; 
but  facts  can  never  injure  truth,  on  whichever  side 
it  may  lie  j  and  statements  made  with  fidelity  and 
accuracy  ought  to  be  welcome.  To  shrink  from  their 
perusal  is  to  exclude  (in  the  present  case)  one  means 
of  knowing  the  condition  and  probable  future  of 
that  race  for  whom  a  deep  interest  is  felt  by  the 
British  Public,  as  well  as  by  the  writer  of  these 
pages,  however  difierent  her  convictions  may  be  from 
the  opinions  commonly  maintained. 

Should  anything  here  written  excite  bitter  feelings, 
or  cause  individual  pain,  the  error  must  not  be 
thought  intentional. 

A.  M.  M. 
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LETTER  I. 


THE  VOYAGE  TO  HALIFAX. 


On  Boahd  the  Canada, 

Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Juli/  29,  1854. 
My  dear  Friends, — 

A  week  ago,  on  the  32nd,  we  left  the  Mersey 
at  1 1  o'clock  A.M.;  but  this  is  the  first  moment  that 
head,  hands,  and  eyes  have  been  willing  to  work 
together  for  the  purpose  of  writing.  Captain  Stone 
says  we  may  put  letters  into  a  bag  at  Halifax,  and 
that  we  are  likely  to  arrive  there  on  Monday  night  or 
Tuesday  morning,  so  I  will  try  to  have  this  ready. 

Good,  kind  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rathbone  had  ex- 
hausted every  possible  thought  for  my  present  and 
futui-e  comfort ;  and  Mr.  Rathbone  crowned  all  by 
conveying  me  to  the  steamer  in  the  Jackal  mail 
tender  at  the  last  moment,  that  I  might  not  spend 
a  single  unnecessary  hour  on  board. 

The  sun  shone  cheerily,  the  lively  breeze  was 
but  just  sufficient  to  give  a  gay  jaunty  air  to  flags 
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and  sails,  and  no  sensation,  either  sad  or  nervous, 
affected  me,  to  mar  the  pleasant  scene.  I  found 
my  two  companions  already  in  the  ship,  and  my 
case  of  plants  happily  established  behind  the  wheel- 
house,  where  the  steersman  sits  comfortably  shel- 
tered,  and  almost  hidden  from  view. 

I  arranged  my  cushions,  cloaks,  and  books  on  the 
deck,  so  as  to  make  me  a  back  of  the  mizen-raast,  and 
in  the  persuasion  that  I  was  about  to  pass  a  most 
agreeable  and  intellectual  afternoon,  I  sat  down  to 

enjoy  myself,  with  Mrs.  F by  my  side.     I  had 

often  heard  of  the  Bell  buoy,  but  no  very  particular 
idea  had  ever  been  suggested  by  its  name.     In  the 
reality,  however,  there  was  something  very  solemn 
and   affecting  — its   deep-measured  musical   sound 
booming  over  the  sea.    It  called  up  the  first  sadden- 
ing thought  that  had  yet  crossed  my  imagination— 
the  thought,  that  for  how  many  gallant  ships  that 
had  gone  forth,  hopeful  and  cheerful  as  our  own, 
had  it  tolled  a  knell ! 

The  wind  freshened,  the  motion  deepened,  and  in 
less  than  an  hour  my  companion  was  compelled  to 
desert  me.  I  endeavoured  to  preserve  a  stout 
opinion  of  my  own  good  sailorship,  and  opened  a 
book,  but  as  that  demanded  too  much  attention,  I 
changed  it  for  the  Illustrated  London  Netos/ of 
which  I  accomplished  one  column,  and  then  tried  a 
nap.     Thus  I  maintained   my  position  till  about 


OUR  FELLOW-PASSENGERS. 


three  o'clock,  when  no  resolution  would  longer  avail, 
and  I  was  forced  to  call  for  help.     I  almost  threw 
myself  into  the  arms  of  the  stewardess,  who  still 
asserts  that  I  am  an  excellent  sailor ;  I  am  willing 
to  believe  her,  as  I  never  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
of  most  great  sufferers,  that  it  would  be  a  mercy  to 
throw  me  overboard;    and  on  Monday  I    created 
quite  a  sensation  among  the  stewards  in  the  saloon, 
by  appearing  ready  dressed  for  breakfast  soon  after 
seven  o'clock,  oblivious  of  the  fact,  that  eight  o'clock 
soon  becomes  seven  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.    How- 
ever, no  harm  was  done.     I  sat  down,  and  found 
myself  able  to  read  through  the  Illustrated  News, 
which  had  become  incomprehensible  to  me  at  the 
second  page  on  Saturday;  and,  though  that  was  the 
extent  of  my  literary  efforts  for  twenty-four  hom-s,  I 
hailed  it    as  a    symptom    of   convalescence.      My 
friends  on  board  were  still  hors  de  combat,  and  did 
not  revive  to  any  enjoyment  of  existence  until  two 
days   later.      On    Tuesday,  Hugh  Miller's  Schools 
and  Schoolmasters  became  a  source  of  great  plea- 
sure to  me;  and  to-day  I  can  write  as  well  as  read 
without  inconvenience.     There  are  not  more  than 
three- or  four  English  among  our  fellow-passengers. 
Canadians,  Germans,  French,  but  chiefly  Americans, 
make  up  a  hundred  guests,  entertained  in  the  chief 
saloon  by  our  captain.     Not  more  than  twenty  of 
these  are  women.     There  are  seventy-four  second- 
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class  passengers  besides.     All  are  kind,  sociable,  and 
gentlemanly.      Three  of  the    men    were    formerly 

known  to   my  friend,  Mrs.  F ,  and  I  am  be- 

coming  well  acquainted  with  them.  It  is  very 
agreeable,  as  well  as  useful,  to  have  some  gentlemen 
in  the  party  from  whom  we  can  ask  and  receive 
kind  offices  without  scruple;  and  when  these  are 
bestowed  by  men  of  cultivated  minds  and  Christian 
courtesy,  improvement  as  well  as  pleasure  must  be 
the  result  of  the  voyage. 

Sunday,  July  30.— Such  a  lovely  morning.  Air 
enough,'  sun  enough,  sea  enough.  But  I  missed 
seeing  three  whales,  and  also  a  sight  of  the  Asia 
steamer  on  her  way  to  Liverpool,  by  my  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  making  my  appearance  on  deck 
soon  after  five  in  the  morning,  as  I  did  yesterday. 
Captain  Stone,  however,  promised  to  send  a  mes- 
senger to  my  cabin-door  on  future  occasions  of  the 
same  kind. 

We  have  had  two  magnificent  sunsets  on  the 
passage— one  last  night  and  one  on  Thursday.  I 
had  never  till  now  beheld  the  sun  go  down  without 
a  cloud,  or  a  speck  of  land  in  sight.  It  was  very 
striking.  A  young  silvery  moon  stood  just  above 
us,  and  the  scene  reminded  me  of  Turner's  picture, 
'TheOldTemeraire.' 

It  seems  we  passed  Newfoundland  early  in  the 
morning,  and  I  would  have  '  turned  out'  to  see  it,  had 


A  NOVEL  REVIVER. 


I  known  in  time.  Yesterday  we  were  on  the  Banks, 
and  saw  one  schooner  drawing  up  cod-fish  out  of  the 
water.  Some  fog  attended  our  passage  over  these 
Banks,  which  are  so  called  because  soundings  can  be 
made  over  them,  while  the  main  sea  is  unfathomable. 

Health  is  now  restored  to  the  passengers.  A 
cheerful  tone  of  feeling  pervades  the  saloon,  where 
■we  all  resort  to  read,  write,  play  at  chess,  or  whist ; 
converse  in  groups  or  pairs,  or  take  a  sound  nap  in 
the  midst  of  noise  and  bustle. 

In  our  whole  society  I  do  not  find  one  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  vegetable  world,  except  as  regards 
the  edible  individuals  belonging  to  it.  One  poor 
lady  was  distressed  yesterday  at  the  apparent  failure 
of  her  endeavour  to  cultivate,  and  revive,  a  little 
plant  of  Mimulus  moschatus,  by  sending  it  to  the  ice- 
house !  I  rescued  the  poor  thing  from  the  frozen 
regions,  cut  off  its  perished  shoots,  and  begged  its 
owner  to  give  it  a  sunny  berth  with  a  tumbler  placed 
over  it  to  save  the  yet  surviving  roots  from  the  sea- 
spray  ;  but  life  was  too  far  gone  to  recover  it. 

I  was  fortunate  before  leaving  England,  accident- 
ally entering  a  bookseller's  shop  in  Leamington,  to 
find  two  interesting  new  publications,  Hugh  Miller's 
Schools  and  Schoolmasters,  and  Murchison's  Siluria. 
They  not  only  interest  me  deeply,  but  afford  plea- 
sant reading  to  my  associates. 

July  31. — The  sun  sj'.  ii  a  bank  of  clouds,  and 
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we  have  had  some  wind  and  raiu  in  the  mght;  find, 
•ng  my  berth  close,  I  was  on  deck  very  eaL     The 

Mo  r  °^''",^'"''™-  --"-t  ship'showed  r: 

he  water  near  us.     He  gave  a  decided  opinion  that 
the  best  manner  of  combating  sea-sickness  is  byde- 

»  b  after  the  first  attack.  He  says  the  fi.t  effort 
.^Cualyt  whether  it  is  made  the  second  day 
o^the  twenfeth  :  he  has  known  people  keep  the^ 

end  of  tha  t.me  m  their  attempts  to  sit  npright 
^  they  conld  have  done  seventeen  days  sooner/so 

h  the  e.her  the  battle  is  begun  the  sooner  U  is 
ovei.  Th,s  mommg  there  is  more  sea  than  we 
have  yet  had,  and  I  hear  it  weU.  It  is  expect 
that  we  may  reach  Halifax  late  this  afternoon!  per- 
hap,  not  fll  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  eveni„:  I 
shall  be  sorry  if  the  hour  will  not  allow  ns  to  Ld  • 

tants  to  light  up  their  houses  when  the  arrival  of 
the  steamer  is  known,  and  that  will  be  a  pretty  sight 
In  case  I  should  not  be  able  to  add  to  this  lettc!  I 
Will  conclude  it  now. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
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LETTER  II. 


BOSTON. 


On  Boabd  the  Canada, 
August  I,  1854. 

My  dear  Friends, — 

My  letter  was  put  into  the  ship  bag  before 
■we  arrived  ia  the  fine  Bay  of  Halifax,  about  nine 
o'clock  last  evening.  An  hour  earlier  we  could 
have  seen  the  town  and  distant  country  to  greater 
advantage ;  but  it  would  have  been  ungrateful 
indeed  to  require  more,  when  we  were  already 
blessed  by  so  much.  An  off-shore  wind,  soft  and 
balmy ;  the  sea  like  an  inland  lake,  reflecting,  as  in 
a  golden  mirror,  each  little  boat ;  brilliant  paths  of 
light,  derived  from  moon  or  lighthouse,  or  shore 
lamp;  a  full  round  red  sun  had  sunk  behind  the 
town  and  bay,  but  he  left  behind  him  an  hour's 
twilight  of  crimson  and  gold,  which  had  also 
vanished  before  our  ship  touched  the  Nova  Scotian 
shore.  We  made  a  party  for  walking  about 
Halifax  by  moonlight.  The  streets  appear  to  con- 
sist of  rather  irregular,  low  houses,  built  chiefly  of 
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long  thm  boards,  called  'dap-boards,'  with  shingle 
roofs.     I  am  told  these  houses  are  painted  bright 
coloo^,  but   it  was   too   dark  to   see   this.     We 
stumbled  along  the  dimly  lighted  streets,  and  at 
ast  took  our  way  up  a  steep  one,  which  led  to 
the  Battery  Hill.     From   theuce   we   had    a  fine 
moonlight  view  of  the  town  and  bay.     We  also  saw 
he  supports  of  the  electric  telegraph,  and  passed  by 
two  ehapels,  and  some  trees  of  a  kind  there  was  not 
sufficient  hght  to   recognise,  but   my  companions 
thought   they  were   the   Button   wood   (Platanm). 
There  wa*  music  in  some  of  the  houses-universally 
Scotch  a.rs-' Johnny  Cope,'  'Annie  Laurie,'   &c 
&c      As  a  Scotchwoman,  I  felt  sure  of  a  welcome,  if 
I  had  wished  to  intrude  upon  the  performers.     We 
returned  to  the  Camda  before  she  fired  her  guns  to 
announce  our  approaching  departure.      The  echo  of 
these  guns  was  the  loudest  and  finest  I  ever  heard 
reverberating  like  thunderclaps  all  down  the  coast' 
We  steamed  forth  about  eleven  o'clock,  Jupiter  in 
the    east,    and    the    whole    sky    bright    with    the 
brightest  stars,  and  meteors  could  be  seen  freqnentlv 
striking  across  the  heavens.     About  twelve  we  were 
asleep  in  om:  berths,  and  I  slept  late;    but  it  is  a 
beautiful  morning,  so  that  we  can  walk  the  deck  and 
adm„e  the  stiU  sea  and  the  coming  shore.     Our 
last  dinner  was  all  conviviality  and  merriment,  every, 
body  complimented  everybody,  and  particularly  the 
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captain;  and  most  of  ns  agree  it  will  be  useless  to 
go  to  bed  again,  certainly  not  to  sleep,  so  impatient 
are  we  for  the  first  sight  of  Boston,  which  is  expected 
to  be  visible  at  sunrise. 

August  3. — I  think  the  Bay  of  Boston  must  be 
as  wide  as  that  extending  from  the  island  of  Portland 
to  the  Start,  in  England.  Nearing  the  harbour,  I 
expected  to  see  trees,  but  the  low  downs  and  nume- 
rous islands  which  surround  it,  though  green,  are 
bare  of  anything  but  houses.  It  is  the  finest 
harbour  I  have  yet  seen,  and  I  should  imagine  might 
be  made  as  impregnable  as  Cronstadt,  if  as  many 
batteries  were  planted  upon  its  numerous  islands — 
one  only,  defends  the  entrance.  I  now  feel  as  if 
everything  round  me  belonged  to  some  of  the  Lei- 
cester-square life-like  Panoramas;  my  voyage  seems 
a  dream,  and  facts  wwreal.  Once  in  the  harbour,  if 
blinded  and  turned  twice  round,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  at  which  point  we  became  embayed  and 
surrounded  by  the  islands  and  capes — vessels  sailing 
about,  or  at  anchor,  in  every  direction.  Owing  to 
our  quick  voyage,  the  Niagara,  (sister  of  Canada,) 
which  leaves  at  twelve  to-day,  for  Liverpool,  had  not 
vacated  her  berth ;  therefore  our  captain  was  obliged 
to  lay-to,  and  await  her  departure.  We  arrived 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  the  Custom-house  appeared 
to  ignore  our  presence  for  some  time;  in  fact,  I 
suppose  they  would  rather  not  have  us  upon  their 


10 


BOSTON. 


haud,  tUl  they  get  rid  of  the  other  two  Cunard 
tT")  the  A7„^.„  ,„a  the  Alj,, ..  and  it  was  an 
hour  or  two  before  a  Tug  eame  to  take  luggage  and 

me,  because  ^t  gave  me  time  enough  to  look  about, 

but  .t  was  tr.v,ng  to  Mrs.  P ,  „Ho  had  brothers 

and  sisters  wmtmg  to  receive  her,  after  five  years' 
absence.  The  first  thing  whieh  charmed  meTn 
landmg  was  the  cleanliness  of  the  wharves,  and  the 

r "  *  """"■='  "'  ^-  "  ^^^-r  odo;..  No 
^en^on  remmded  one  of  departed  miseries ;  in  this, 
Boston  has  a  great  advantage  over  Dover  and 
Folkestone,  where  one  is  made  sensible  (in  some 
degree  at  all  times,  and  specially  at  low  ti  J)  "fa 
commmghng  of  mnd,  g„a,  and  sewers  which  L 
temly  not  consoling  for  the  past,  or  promisinglr 

1   l^r-     u''  ^-'-to"-  officl  were  d°i 
»d  obbgmg,  bothering  us  as  little  as  possible;  b^ 
he  large  number  of  passengers  coming  and  Joing 
and  an   avalanche  of  boxes  and  paek^es,  mil 
.mposs.ble,    even  for  Americans,  to    'go   a  hea^  ' 
and  so  we  had  to  wait  for  three  mortal  Lurs  in  the 

cha^s^they  set  for  us  nnder  a  tolerably  cool  shed 

ivirs.  jj— 's  brother  Mr  P +1, 

fiici,  iur.  u ^  then  procured 

a  carnage,  and  cart  for  our  baggage,  and  I JL  taken 

Chesnut-street.     I  found  a  pleasant  drawing-room 
for  the  occupation  of  ladies,  and  bed-rooms  L  Z 
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and  maid,  and  a  kind  fellow-passenger  to  take  charge 
of  me  at  the  table-d'h6te.  I  found  excellent  cu- 
cumbers, boiled  maize,  undressed  tomatos,  baked 
fish,  and  lobsters — pleasant  cool  diet  to  a  person 
suddenly  plunged  into  a  heat  beyond  our  most  ex- 
treme dog-days.  The  first  luxury  I  welcomed  with 
gratitude  was  the  abundance  of  ice — a  jug  of  iced 
water  placed  even  in  my  bedroom — on  the  table  of 
the  ladies'  saloon,  and  everywhere  at  meals.     After 

dinner,  Mr.  D was  so   obliging  as  to  procure 

tickets  for  a  garden,  five  or  six  miles  off,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Gushing,  and  also  for  Aubiurn  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Cushiug's  flower-garden  and  houses  are  considered  the 
finest  in  New  England ;  but  they  were  not  beyond  a 
third-rate  or  fifth- rate  in  our  old  country.  The  fruit- 
houses  seemed  in  good  order — the  flower-houses  not 
more  than  tolerable ;  I  saw  no  plants  that  were  not 
old  acquaintances  of  mine  in  most  of  our  gardens,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  a  creeping  annual  or  biennial, 
which  had  been  allowed  to  ramble  over  the  flower- 
beds ;  the  gardener  (a  young  Irishman)  could  not 
tell  the  name  of  it.  Its  foliage  and  buds  looked  like 
a  soft  woolly  convolvulus,  the  flowers  double,  each 
separate  one,  when  plucked,  in  size  and  form  like  a 
flaccid  pink  Soapwort.  The  gardener  told  me  of 
two  pretty  wild  plants  which  had  particularly 
struck  him  in  the  neighbourhood ;  from  his  descrip- 
tion one  might  be   a    Saracenia,  the  other   some 
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.pece,  of  Oraithogalo...  I  a^kcd  Captain  Stoue'. 
ho,p,taI,ty  for  my  precious  Ward's  ease  of  plants  on 
Wd  the  tW«  till  I  ean  make  the  aeq,u,intanco 
ot  Dr  Gray,  to  «l,om  I  wish  toeonsign  them.  They 
We  flourished  sinee  their  emigration,  as  all  plauta 
m  hermetically  sealed  ea,es  do  flourish.  . 

My  Amerieari  friend,  after  our  visit  to  the  garden 
conveyed  me  to  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery,  that  las; 
rcstrng-plaee  for  humanity,  an  example  of  what  I 
hope,  some  day  to  see  copied  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London.     I„  feeling  and  taste  it  is  really  perfect. 
No  crowing  up  in  disgusting  heaps  like  our  own 
churchyards.     Shade,  elegance,  and  that  stillness  so 
Bootlung   to   the   grief,   the  recollections,  and    the 
hearts  of  surviving  friends-a  place  interesting  to 
stangers,  and  not  disagreeable  even  to  the  youn- 
and  gay.     The  burying.ground  of  each  family  is  as 
nearly  as  possible  alike  in  size,  all  fenced  oft'  by 
strong  but  neat  and  pretty  iron  railings,  ,vith  smaU 
gates;    over  the    front  of  every  entrance,    simple 
Burnames  and  Christian  names  belonging  to  flrst  pur. 
chasers,  w.th  dates,  all  in  iron;  each  family  is  ' 
mitted  to  place  monuments  and  tombs  ^-.itlun  its 
own  enclosure.    I  do  not  know  if  there  i.  anv  ei.eok 
which  may  stop  the  exercise  of  atrociou.l,  ^.^  taste  • 

for  all  the  tombs  are  simple  and  inoffensive,  and 
some  of  the  monuments  beautiful.    I  was  surprised 
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to  sec  that  ft  few  Mcrc  protected  by  },'1uhh,  particu- 
larly one  pretty  recumbent  statue  of  a  child.    Nearly 
all   the  erections  are  pure  white  marble;  generally 
low  obelisks  or  slabs.      I  saw  not  one  objectionable 
in  ferling  or  iu  taste,  and  no  pompous  fulsome  epi- 
taphs.     Lnplora  Pace'  might  have  been  inscribed 
over  the  entrance  of  this  cemetery,  without  causing 
any  revrdsion  of  sentiment   within  its   precincts ;  in 
this  matter,  certainly,  the  mother  land  may  well  take 
some  hints  from  her  child's  example.     As  we  drove 
awav  a  man  oflered  a  buuch  of  water-lilies  for  sale 
(or  rather  buds  which  are  to  open  to-morrow).     My 
companion  gave  me  three.  He  tells  me  they  have  long- 
shaped,  sweet  white  blossoms  j  and  the  stems  are  very 
long.      I  saw  no  leaves ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  our 
Thames  white    water-lily;    this    one    is   Nymphaea 
odorata.    Last  night  the  closed  buds  looked  too  firmly 
shut  for  me  to  see  them  soon  open,  but  even  before 
sunshine  has  touched  them,  at  eight  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, they  are  wide  awake.    I  see  no  difference  between 
them  and  ours,  except  that  the  petals  are  longer  and 
more  pointed,  but  they  have  a  much  more  pleasant 
scent.     Our  drive  was  through  a  thickly-inhabited 
suburb,  going  by  Brookline  and  returning  by  Cam- 
bridge and  Harvard  College ;    one  country  house  and 
villa  succeeding  another.     The  architecture  and  ele- 
vations, and  green  external  blinds,  make  them  much 
resemble  houses  around  Frankfort ;  but  apparently 
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»ough  .0  ornament  the  garden,  with  flowers-    a 

"^  "nd  P>n„s,  perhaps  a  tree  Hibisens  here  and 
there,  was  most  eommonly  all.     The  gener  Hspeet 
of  Boston,  with  the  e.ceptio,.  of  a  few  Jl^ 
cpal  houses,  says,  <  We  have  been  in  such  a  huC" 
we  must  finish  by-and-by.     But  I  don't  dis  ike  Z' 
^pean.nce  of  the  unhewn  grey  stone,  a  gj^e  „f 
wh,oh  some  of  them  are  built.  When  of  b^Tk 
-.|.bourhood,  the  eo.our  is  more  pin^t  X! 

mLc'T     '"""'^--y-'"™  to  the  hotel 
,  r    T        '' ""''  •"•""Sht  a  sister,  sister-in-law 
and  a  nephew  to  see  me;  and  afterwards  Mr  D-^' 
^troduced  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  (the  latter  a  daughter 

m  Jlngland) ;   on  her  return  home  she  tmji 

me   a   beautiflj   nosegay    and  1  ^ '"" 

B-,  before  his  depfletSr^m  • 
two  more  !,,,„  ^,  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  Jo^^ 

I  thmk  of  going  thi.  afternoon,  as  I  finfl  m        ! 

Mr..  Longfellow  are  there,  and  {  much  °   w ' 

them .  besides  which,  this  ;own  is'  l^r    h^  iH: 

hot.     I  shall  probably  visit  Mr.  and  Mrs.  fi!^ 

a   Newport,  m  a  day  or  two.     The  cholera  isLd  to' 

he  rag,ng  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  so  I  shaU  n  ! 

hur^  myself  to  get  there;  and  I  s  all  wist  rLhl 

to  Imger  among  the  valleys  and  hills  of  the  Con^r 
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ticut  River,  after  leaving  Newport :  then  I  am  to  visit 
the  White  Mountains ;  and  my  present  idea  is  to 
reach  Washington  by  the  opening  of  Congress,  in 
December,  and  afterwards  travel  southwards  to  Vir- 
ginia, Louisiana,  Florida,  and  perhaps  Cuba.  If  I 
accomplish  this  tour  successfully,  I  imagine  it  would 
be  pleasant  to  follow  the  spring  of  1855,  northwards ; 
chiefly  for  the  sake  of  botanical  researches,  and  then 
to  return  to  Boston  in  June  or  July,  when  I  may 
spend  my  remaining  three  months  either  in  this 
town,  or  its  neighbourhood.  Of  course,  my  plan  may 
be  modified  or  changed,  but  it  ofiers  a  prospect  of 
much  interest  and  amusement.  Sir  Charles  Grey, 
the  late  governor  of  Jamaica,  who  joined  our  ship's 
company  at  Halifax,  and  is  now  in  this  house,  com- 
plains of  the  frigidity  of  winter,  even  in  the  soutliem 
parts  of  the  States,  and  strongly  recommends  me  to 
take  shelter  in  Florida,  where  he  says  T  shall  find 
warmth  and  amusement  for  a  few  weeks ;  but  pro- 
bably, after  so  many  years  passed  in  tropical  climes, 
his  coxistitution  is  more  sensitive  to  cold  than  mine. 
Boston,  August  4. — A  delightful  day  yesterday. 
Too  tired  to  write  my  letter,  and  get  to  breakfast, 
much  before  ten  o'clock.  I  was  not  dressed  when 
Mr.  Mills  sent  up  his  card.     He  said  he  would  call 

later;  and  while  I  breakfasted,  Mrs.  F 's  brother, 

Mr.  C.  C ,  came  to  me,  both  ofiering  services; 


then  came  Mr.  F- 


Miss  C- 


and  F- 
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received  a  very  kind  farewell  note  from  a  friend  (who 
left  Boston  for  New  York  at  six  o^clock),  with  some 
letters  and  notes  of  introduction.  My  first  imme- 
diate  object  being  Dr.  Gray  and  the  Botanical  Garden 
at  Cambridge,  Mr.  Dwight  (a  former  acquaintance 

m  London),  and  Mr.  R.  C.  C accompanied  me 

there.    My  expectations  were  not  at  all  disappointed  • 
1  met  with  a  hearty  welcome,  and   all    the  infor- 
mation    and    enthusiasm   for  plants,    I   desired  to 
find.    V^  ith  the  intention  of  returning  to  dinner  here 
at  two  o'clock,  I  found  it  more  than  half-past  before 
I  thought  of  leaving  the  Garden,  and  I  then  made 
an  appomtment  to  meet  my  Ward's  case  of  plants 
at  Dr.  Gray's  house  by  nine  o'clock  this  morning 
Lpon  looking  over  the  lists,  nearly  all  the  plants  I 
have  brought  are  new  to  him;  Weigelia  i^sea  and 
Deutzia  scabra  he  has,  so  they  will  belong  to  Mrs 
'  .  ^  ^'^™*  "'^"^  botanically,  and  have  pro- 
mises  of  aid;  the  trees  in  this   Garden  interested 
me  deeply_so  many  are  quite  new  to  me.     One 
or  two  of  them   I  am  sure  would  do  at  Abbots- 
bury,  particularly  the  beautiful  Virgilia  lutea.    I  saw 
such  pretty  mallows,-in  short,  I  felt  as  if  trans- 
ported  to  the  Fairyland  of  Flowers.     Newport  this 
week  IS  out  of  the  question,  for  Dr.  Gray  has  proposed 
botanizing  over  part  of  this  country  with  me;  so  we 
are  gomg  to  have  a  walk  to-morrow,  and  we  are  to 
go  to  Nahant,  and  perhaps  I  shall  stay  there  a  few 
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days.  I  am  told  I  shall  find  good  sketching,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longfellow  and  Professor  Agassiz  are 
there.     We  returned  to  the  Tremont   Hotel,  and 

afterwards    Mr.   D took    me  to   call    at  Mr. 

Eliot's,  Mr.  Ticknor's,  and  Mr.  Abbot  Lawrence's, 
and  then  showed  me  the  Athenaeum  (the  finest 
architectural  building  in  Boston),  where  there  are 
public  reading-rooms,  a  good  library,  and  some  tole- 
rable pictures,  particularly  two  unfinished  heads  of 
Washington  and  his  wife,  by  Stewart.  I  admire 
Alston's  portraits,  but  not  much  his  landscapes ;  per- 
haps those  I  have  seen  were  not  his  best.  There  is  a 
statue  of  Washington  in  the  entrance  which  looks 
like  a  French  caricature,  the  head  thrown  back  in  a 
forced  ungraceful  way;  but  there  is  one  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  of  a  well-looking  man — celebrated  here  but 
unknown  to  me,  so  I  have  forgotten  his  name, — an  evi- 
dently truthful  resemblance ;  it  sits  in  an  easy  con- 
templative attitude,  with  an  expression  of  countenance 
so  very  like  the  venerable  Mrs.  Fletcher,  of  Grasmere, 
that  I  could  fancy  him  her  father.  Our  dinner- 
hour  was  long  past  at  the  Tremont  Hotel,  but  I  got 
something  from  a  long  printed  bill  of  fare,  which  is 
struck  oflF  eacii  day,  and  some  refreshing  lemonade. 
I  remember  reading  somewhere,  that  English  people, 
who  are  used  to  good  servants,  must  make  up  their 
minds  to  be  indifterently  waited  on  in  America,  but 
at  present  here  I  should  rather  complain  of  being 
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too  much  attended  to.  The  waiters  seem  innumerable, 
and  at  least  two  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  to 
find  out  the  requirements  of  a  guest.     I  mentioned 
three  times  this  morning  that,  having  been  supplied 
with  tea  and  rolls,  and  broiled  salmon  and  broiled 
mackerel,  I  required  nothing  more,  but  still  an  at- 
tendant  was  always  at  my  elbow  in  two  minutes 
after  I  had  civilly  dismissed  him;  and  as  board,  and 
I  believe  all  payments,  must  be  included  in  the  five 
dollars  a  day  for  self  and  maid,  their  attentions  are 

not    individual   affairs.      C.  F came  at  seven 

o^clock  to  conduct  me  to  his  aunt^s  family  tea.  I 
found  his  mother  in  the  midst  of  brothers,  sisters 
nephews  and  nieces,  in  a  room  with  a  verandah' 
vme-embowered,  and  the  bunches  of  grapes  hanging 
thickly  above  it,-a  cheerful,  pleasant  party  of 
young  and  old,  we  remained  together  till  past  eleven 

o^clock,  when  my  host,  Mr.  E.  C ,  and  his  sisters 

walked  back  with  me,  about  half-a-mile,  to  my 
hotel.  The  air  was  pleasantly  warm  and  balmy  only 
one  individual  crossed  our  path,  but  I  heard  the 
persevering  cricket  grating  away  from  many  an 
Alth^a  frutex,  which  forms  the  principal  ornament 
of  the  tmy  gardens  before  most  of  the  houses. 

Saturday,  August  4.-Here  am  I-I  don't  know 
where !    for  I   am  writing  the  first  thing  in  the 
mormng,  and  such  was  my  interest  and  pre-occupa 
tion  and  delight  at  the  wholly  unexpected  beauty 
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of  this  place  last  night,  that  I  did  not  ask  its  name. 
Imagine  scenery  more  like  Mount  Edgecumbe  than 
anything  else  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  only  with  few  ships  on  the  sea.  Pines  and 
cypresses,  and  shrubs  of  the  (to  me)  rarest  descrip- 
tion, growing  down  to  the  very  margin  of  the  pic- 
turesque jagged  shore,  with  grey  and  red  porphyry 
rocks  starting  up  on  all  sides,  even  from  the  very  door 

of  Mr.  L 's  charming  cottage, — Cherokee-roses 

and  honeysuckles  on  the  verandah;  various  plants  and 
shrubs,  and  even  blackberries  new  to  me,  one  with  a 
delicious  fruit,  something  between  blackberry,  mul- 
berry, and  raspberry  in  flavour  [Rubus  villosus,  high 
blackberry),  rambling  over  the  grey  boulders,  and  in 
front  a  sea  studded  by  islands.  In  the  evening 
there  was  a  glowing  sunset  on  the  land  side,  Jupiter, 
amidst  the  eastern  constellations,  shining  over  the 
bright  calm  sea ;  imagine  also  the  air  just  freshened 
by  a  shower,  and  you  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
enjoyments  I  had  in  a  moonlit  walk  with  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Gray  last  night.  But  I  must  try  and  give  some 
rational  account  of  how  and  why  I  find  myself  some- 
where near  Beverley,  in  the  United  States,  instead 
of  at  Nahant.     This  place  is  called  Glencove,  and 

the  one  adjoining,  where  Mr.  L 's  son  lives,  is 

Burnside.  I  find  it  difficult  to  write,  and  even  to 
dress,  the  view  from  my  bed-room  window  is  so 
attractive.      The    pleasure-ground   below,   upon    a 
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rough  hill,   which   descends  rapidly  to  the  sea,  is 
sprinkled    over    by    apparently    upheaved    granitic 
boulders,  interspersed  with    Pinus  rigida.  Junipers, 
a  large  shrubby  white-leaved  honeysuckle,  fine  fruit- 
ing rubuses,  roses,  and  various  kinds  of  wild  flowers 
new  to  me;  the  shore,  with  occasional  dark  masses 
of  volcanic  strata  bursting  through  the  rocks;  a  bay 
dotted  by  islands,  some  with  buildings  on  them,  and 
one  having  a  tall  lighthouse;  ships  and  little  boats 
sailing  about  in  all  directions ;  a  long  promontory 
stretching  to    the   south    between    this    place    and 
Nahant ;  the  weather  warm  enough  to  have  windows 
wide  open  all  night,  and  yet  not  the  least  oppressive; 
with  all  this  to  distract,  you  may  wonder  that  I  do 
get  dressed  soon  after  seven—the  breakfast  hour  of 
my  hospitable  entertainers. 

I  must  go  back  to  the  time  when  E and  I 

left  Boston  yesterday  morning.     We  drove  to  Dr. 
Gray's  soon  after  nine  o'clock,  my  purpose  being  to 
open  the  Ward's  case  of  plants  with  him,  and  then 
to  proceed  to  the  hotel  at  Nahant  to  stay  a  day  or 
two.     I  found   Mrs.  Gray,  who  was  absent  yester- 
day,  had  kindly  come  home  to  meet  me.     She  and 
her  husband,  whose  acquaintance  was  my  first  wish 
in  America,  and  whose  scientific  knowledge  can  only 
be  exceeded  by  his  kindness,  had  prepared  a  pleasant 
surprise  for  me   by  arranging  with  her  father  and 
Mrs.  L for  my  reception  here.     They  proposed 
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my  accompanying  them,  after  he  had  facilitated  my 
trip  to  Nahant,  to  visit  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longfellow,  and 

to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  D 's  brother 

and  sister-in-law,  to  whom  he  had  given  me  a  letter 
of  introduction.  He  drove  back  to  Boston,  and  I 
made  my  first  American  railway  journey  for  a  few 
miles  only,  as  far  as  Lynn.  I  found  the  long  gallery 
carriages  comfortable  and  airy,  the  communication 
from  one  part  of  the  train  to  the  other  complete  and 
easy,  and  although  passing  across  the  streets  and 
roads  without  tunnels  or  barriers  is  rather  alarming, 
yet,  as  the  engines  have  a  large  bell,  and  great  boards 
are  placed  all  across  with  notices  to  look  out,  and 
not  cross  while  the  bell  is  heard,  I  suppose  that  in- 
dividual caution  may  avoid  a  smash;  but  sad  acci- 
dents do  sometimes  happen.  Two  young  ladies 
driving  in  an  open  carriage  near  this  place,  last  year, 
being  interested  in  their  own  conversation,  were 
thrown  off  their  guard,  when  a  train  came  upon  them. 
One  was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  other  never  re- 
covered the  shock. 

I  found  a  gigantic  ugly  hotel  at  Nahant  marring 
the  beauty  of  its  situation  :  it  is  a  great  boarding- 
house  brimming  over  with  company.  I  was  received  by 

Mrs.  C.  D ,  who  engaged  Dr.  Gray  and  me  to  dine 

with  her  at  the  public  table,  at  four  o'clock,  and  di- 
rected us  to  Mr.  Longfellow's  residence.  We  had 
passed  the  cottage,  about  a  mile  off,  in  our  drive  from 
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Lynn;  80  we  got  into  the  carriage  which  brought  us 
and,  m  pouring  rain,  retraced  our  way.  We  were  cor- 
dially  received  by  Mr.  Longfellow,  though  Mrs.  Long- 
fellow had  not  received  a  prcparatoiy  note,  which  h^ 
been  forwarded,  immediately  upon  our  landing  at 
Boston,  to  their  house  at  Cambridge.    After  a  short 
stay  he  was  so  kind  as  to  walk  with  me;  and  in  a  heavy 
ram  he  held  an  umbrella  over  my  book,  while  I  made  a 
stoeh  of  the  roeksand  bay.  I  thought  several  times, 
with  alarm,  how  I  should  answer  to  the  worid  if  I 
were  the  cause  of  Mr.  Longfellow  catching  his  death ! 
parhcularly  as  he  would  go  on  in  wet  clothes  to 

dmewth™  at  the  hotel;  but  he  assured  me  a 
brother  was  there  who  would  let  him  take  measures 
of  prevention,  and  I  was  too  happy  to  make  a  sketch 
honoured  by  such  company  and  conversation.  So  it 
was  done,  in  spite  of  rain  as  heavy  as  one  of  our 
heaviest  thunder-showers  in  England,  and  I  did  not 
lament  that  my  thin  muslin  dress  was  fairlv  soaked 

But  on  reaching  the  hotel,  Mrs.  D 's  Welsh 

nnrse  (a  Glamorganshire  woman  from  near  Cowbridge 
who  knew  about  all  my  friends  there,  and  in  conse- 
quence gave  me  sea-weeds  she  had  preserved)  aiforded 
me  the  means  of  becoming  tolerably  dry  before  din 
ner.     This  is  the  largest  hotel  I  ever  saw.     When 
quite  finished  it  wUl  accommodate  five  hundred  guests 
It  belongs  to  the  same  proprietor  as  Tremont  House 
in  Boston.     I  did  not  inquire  the  dimemons  of  the 


AX  AGREEABLE  INTRODUCTION. 


33 


dinner-saloon,  but  I  imagine  that  three  of  the  size 
of  the  Kursaal  dining-room  at  Homburg  might  be 

contained  in  it.     I  sat  between  Mrs.  C.  D and  a 

gentleman,  to  whom  she  introduced  me  :  Mr.  Long- 
fellow joined  us  after  dinner.  I  was  happy  to  see 
his  coat  was  changed,  a  fact  which,  in  some  mea- 
sure, relieved  my  mind  of  the  fear  that  I  might 
be  answerable  for  his  death.  If  Dr.  Gray  had 
not  so  obligingly  prepared  the  way  for  my  escape 
to  a  residence  more  accordant  with  my  tastes  and 
pursuits,  I  doubt  whether  even  the  vicinity  of  friends 
could   have  reconciled  me  to  a  stay  of  more  than 

one  night  at  Nahant,  though  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  W 

(he  an  old  acquaintance  in  England)  sent  me  a  kind 
offer  of  the  use  of  their  sitting-room  and  carriage ; 
but  a  few  hours  was  enough  just  to  glimpse  at 
the  humours  of  the  place,  where  I  suppose  a  large 
number  of  the  busy  and  the  industrious  come  to  en- 
joy relaxation  and  idleness.  I  ought  to  add  that  I 
was  introduced  to  Chowder,  a  most  praiseworthy 
preparation,  enabling  you  to  eat  soup  and  fish  at 
one  time. 

The  rain  had  now  subsided  into  a  thick  fog.  Dr. 
Gray  and  I  got  into  the  Carry-all  I  had  kept  waiting 
to  take  us  back  to  the  railway  station  ;  and  in  half  an 
hour  we  arrived  at  a  picturesque  valley,  surrounded 
by  rich  woods  and  tumbled-about  sienitic  rocks. 
Here  Mrs.  L 's  carriage  (driven  by  a  man  who 
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W  lived  with  the  late  Lorf  Camden)  „et  us,  »d 
m  a  few  mmute,  we  readied  Gleneove.      It,  rare 
beauty  was  an  unexpeeted  surpri«,,  f„.  Dr.  Gray 
had   only   promised  me  a   quiet   botanizing  „ook 
H«   father   and   mother-in-law,  with    M.    Gr^y' 

received  me  with  great  kindness.     Mr.  L is  J' 

the  legal  profession.  A  few  years  .go,  when  seeking 
-pose  and  rest  from  over  work,  he  aeeidentally 
tumbled  upon  this  plaee,  purchased  it  from  the 
fm^mer  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  built  his  eomfort- 
able  cottage,  and  one  adjoining  it  for  his  eldest  son 
who  ,s  at  present  travelling  in  Europe  with  an  invalid 
b  other,  having  left  a  wife  and  three  nice  children 

th^me.     Mrs.  Gray  is  staying  with  her,  as  wei;:: 
a  My,  who  promises   to   induce  her   husband,  a 
-ulptor  and  an  artist,  in  Boston,  to  come  h  re 
Besides   a   httle  boy  and  girl  in  this  house,  Mr 
J.—  has  a  large  family  of  grandchildren,  belonging 
to  another  mairied  daughter,  near  at  hand.    AnoL! 

ot  my  acquamtances  at  home,  Mr  F D 

lives  within  a  short  walk.     After  my  airival  here; 

h    weather  was  so  obliging  as  to  clear  up,  and  1  bad 

a  delightful  scramble  to  the  Eagle  rock,  where  I 

yesterday  made  a  sketch,  for  I  am  now  filling  up  my 

letter  on  the  7th.     Saturday,  was  a  day  „f  enjov! 

Perfect  ''\'''''''^'^'  --  =^t-  seven  oVlock. 
Perfect  weather;  not  too  hot;  so  that  after  wan- 
dering  about  the  gromids.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gray,  a^d 
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Mrs.  L ,  took  me  a  drive  to  see  two  lakes  (or 

ponds  as   they  call   them  here).     Essex  Pond  is  an 
almost  exact   counterpart  of  the  lake  at  Longleat, 
only  surrounded  by  more  extensive  forests,  and  with 
others,  larger,  in  its  neighbourhood.      I  sketched  it, 
and  afterwards  Hamilton  Lake  from  a  distance,  for 
we  spent  so  much  time  in  botanical  researches,  that 
we  could  not   attempt  to  go  farther.     I  gathered 
about  forty  plants  quite  new  to  me,  and  was  parti- 
cularly pleased  to  find  the  Pontederia  cordata,  which 
we  prize  so  much  in  the  fountain  at  Abbotsbury,  and 
the  Rhexia  virginica  growing  at  the  edge  of  the  water, 
with  quantities  of  the  pretty  little  rare  English  plant 
Eriocaulon  septangulare ; — it  is  such  a  pleasure  and 
advantage  to  have  the  company  of  a  botanist  like 
Dr.  Gray  to  give  me  at  once  the  names  of  plants 
new  to  me,  instead  of  spending  perhaps  hours  in 
seeking  them  out.     Among  the  most  beautiful  of 
these  new  acquaintances  was    Spirea  tomentosa,  a 
pink  shrub,  Osmunda  spectabilis,  and  Leucocarpus 
conyzoides,  and  I  was  much  pleased  with  a  sweet 
Gale,  larger  and  handsomer  than  ours,  and  quite  as 
odoriferous.    But  I  must  add  a  list  of  plants  to  this 
letter,  for  those  who  care  about  them — though  certain 
friends  of  mine  will  only  be  bored  by  their  long 
names.      We    got   back  just   in  time   to    go  and 

dine  at  Burnside  with  Mrs.  W.  L .     The  view 

from  her  verandah  and  windows,  looking  across  the 
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bay  towards  Marblehcad  and  Salem,  and  over   Mr. 

^ '^  garden,  with  a  rocky  cove  below  and  the 

islands  scattered  al)out,  was  lovely  beyond  description. 
I  have  made  a  sketch  which  does  not  do  it  justice. 
Yesterday  we  went  to  church,  about  three  miles'  dis- 
tance.    The  service  was  well  conducted;  the  con- 
gregation large ;    no  signs  of  poverty ;   the  people 
looking  well-to-do,   and    even  rich    in  appearance. 
The  edifice  very  plain :  all  grey  inside ;  behind  the 
reading-desk  and  pulpit  a  large   globe,  painted  in 
fresco,  with  clouds  around,  appearing  as  if  being 
dispersed  by  the  sun  rising  behind— emblematic,  of 
course,  and  pleasingly  executed :  the  roof  went  up 
into  a  large  kind  of  open  tower,  finished  at  the  top 
by  a  simple  large  white  flower;    blinds  upon  each 
window  outside;    a  good  organ;   the  singing  well 
conducted;  the  hymns  pretty.   The  minister  preached, 
not  extemporarily,    from  the  text,    'We  must  all 
appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ.' 

After  dinner.  Dr.   Gray  and    Mrs.  L took 

me  to  walk  in  a  wild  wood,  chiefly  of  hemlock 
spruce  and  Weymouth  pines ;  both  are  more  beau- 
tiful here  than  they  are  in  England;  and  the 
bold  massy  sienitic  rocks,  many  of  them  covered 
by  various-coloured  lichens,  among  which  were 
Tripe  de  Roche  and  Umbellicaria  vellea,  with  its 
graceful  black  wreaths,  the  ground  was  tinted  by 
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Reindeer  moss,  with  its  soft  bluish  grey;  which  with 
the  bright  scarlet  berries  of  Comus  Canadensis,  dark- 
leaved  Pyrolas,  Gaultherias,  Linnte  borcalis,  twining 
in  amongst  them  with  white  pipes  of  Monotropa 
uniflora  peeping  up  from  under  rare  ferns,  and  elegant 
Vaccineas,  formed  a  foreground  which,  for  softness 
and  variety  of  colouring,  exceeded  aught  I  ever  saw 
even  in  Scotland.  In  the  forest  we  met  a  son-in- 
law  of  Mr.  L 's,  Mr.  J ,  botanizing  with  three 

boys,  the  youngest  not  more  than  seven,  yet  all 
appeared  to  take  an  eager  and  intelligent  interest 
in  the  pursuit,  and  each  was  loaded  with  a  splendid 
bouquet,  from  which  they  showed  me  a  pretty  new 
Asclepias   {incarnata).       Having    now  three  strong 

arms  to  carry  us  through  difficulties,  Mrs.  L and 

I  got  down  a  steep  descent  in  the  wood,  and  in  a 
little  opening  below,  we  gathered  Onoclea  sensibilis, 
Osmunda  spectabilis,  and  Veronica  scutellata.    I  must 

finish  this  abruptly,  as  Mr.  L tells  us  our  letters 

must  go  now,  to  be  ready  for  to-morrow's  post  to 

England.      Mrs.  B 's  communication  of  August 

3rd,  that  she  would  send  to  meet  me  on  Saturday 
last,  has  only  just  arrived.  I  now  propose  to  go  to 
her  at  Newport  on  Thursday.  Lord  Elgin  also 
writes  that  the  accounts  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
are  exaggerated,  and  proposes  to  receive  me  at 
Spencer  Wood,  near  Quebec.    I  think  of  going  from 


MHn 


28 


BOSTON. 


Newport,  through  the  Valley  of  the  Connecticut,  to 
the  White  Mountains,  and  thence  by  Lake  Champ- 
lain  to  Montreal;  but  I  shall  probably  send  off 
another  letter  from  Newport. 

Youi's  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
The  sketching  here  is  very  interesting. 
August  9. 
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LETTER  III. 


NEIGHBOUEHOOD  OF  WENHAM  LAKE. 


Glencove,  August  lo. 
My  dear  Friends,-— 

I  am  rather  tormented  by  what  are  here 
called  mosquitoesj  but  they  are  not  a  bit  worse  than 
our  gnats  and  midges  and  harvest-bugs  j  indeed,  I 
doubt  whether  I  could  have  frequented  woods  and 
bogs  in  England  for  as  long  together  as  the  time  I 
have  passed  these  last  few  days  in  the  forest,  and  by 
the  sea  and  lakes  here,  without  being  more  devoured; 
and  as  to  really  venomous  reptiles,  I  have  not  stum- 
bled upon  one :  indeed,  I  have  seen  nothing  dis- 
agreeable belonging  to  the  animal  world,  and  only 
one  little  dead  snake,  not  much  larger  than  our 
slow-worm,  and,  I  am  told,  harmless.  I  hear  of 
humming-birds  occasionally  on  the  honeysuckles,  but 
it  has  not  been  my  good  fortune  to  see  one ;  indeed, 
I  have  observed  very  few  birds.  There  were  two  or 
three  yellow  linnets,  like  canary  birds,  in  the  Botanic 
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Garden,  and  I  heard  one  little  warbler  in  the 
morning  from  my  window,  but  he  sings  very  spar- 
ingly. The  railroad  is  audible  at  times.  I  can 
hardly  believe  we  are  so  near  to  the  business  side  of 
life,  from  the  quiet  tranquillity  immediately  around ; 
though  we  can  see  towns  on  the  distant  shore,  and 
vessels  of  all  kinds  on  the  sea. 

Soon  after  breakfast  this  morning,  Mr.  L took 

up  Mrs.  \Y.  L and  me,  driven  by  Mr.  E , 

to  see  Wenham  Lake  (or  pond).  It  is  a  fine  sheet 
of  water,  clear,  and  pure  looking,  about  four  miles 
round  the  banks ;  easy  of  access,  and  at  each  end 
are  a  number  of  wooden  ice-houses ;  a  railroad  has 
been  brought  close  up,  for  the  purpose  of  easy 
transportation.  Upon  the  pebbles  at  the  edge  of 
the  water,  we  found  two  little  opaque-looking, 
oblong  eggs,  supposed  to  belong  to  a  small  turtle. 
I  sketched  the  lake,  but  found  few  flowers,  though,  on 
GUI'  way  home,  we  gathered   Solidaj,o  Canadensis. 

After  dinner  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L took  me  to  call 

upon  their  daughter,  Mrs.  J ,  and  upon  Mr.  and 

Mrs.    D ,    who    have    houses    about    a    mile 

on  the  shore  towards  Beverley,  but  I  think  not 
quite  so  prettily  situated  as  this  cottage.  In  the 
evening,  I  wrote  letters.      We  breakfasted  at  seven 

o'clock,  as    Mr.    L went    early    into    Boston. 

Sketched  out  of  doors,  after  paying  a  visit  to  Mrs.  W. 
L i  who  accompanied  me  with  her  cousins,  Mrs. 
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G and  Mrs.  L ;  and  Dr.  Gray  returned  to 

dinner:  afterwards,  Mrs.  L drove  with  me  to 

Mr.  M %  to  see  Mrs.  F and  Miss  C . 

Quite  a  surprise  to  me  to  find  them  so  near.  It  is 
such  a  clear  night,  with  a  bright  moon  hghting  up 
the  islands.  Three  lighthouses  are  visible  from  these 
windows — Baker's  Island,  Boston,  and  Marblehead; 
the  last  only  a  revolving  light. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr.  S.  C gave  me 

a  very  curious  animal  production,  a  kind  of  elegant 
little  vase,  about  two  or  three  inches  across,  the 
colour  and  substance  of  fine  grey  cloth,  edged  in 
scalloped  plaits,  which  were  very  gracefully  formed  out 
of  sand  and  an  adhesive  substance.  It  is  supposed  to 
be  the  work  of  some  kind  of  cockle  by  the  sea-shore, 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  and  confining  its  usual 
food.  Much  care  will  be  necessary  to  carry  this  fra- 
gile curiosity  safely  to  England ;  and  I  am  doubtful 
how  to  preserve  my  two  little  turtle's  eggs ;  they  are 
too  solid  to  be  blown,  and  I  propose  to  varnish  them, 
which,  perhaps,  will  prevent  their  destruction.  Mr. 
Forbes  (the  gentleman  who  so  nobly  distinguished 
himself  during  our  Irish  famine,  by  undertaking  to 
freight  a  ship  with  provisions  and  carry  her  across 
the  Atlantic)  dined  here.  He  considers  himself  to  have 
some  descent  from  or  connexion  with  our  Murrays  in 
Scotland,  and  we  are  quite  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
relationship. 
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Thursday,  August  lo.— Mr.  L provided  two 

Carry-alls  to  convey  a  pic-nic  party  to  see  Eagle  Head, 
a  fine   porphyry  bluff   about  seven   miles    distant. 

Mrs.  W.  L took  out  her  fine  good-humoured  baby 

girl,  not  seven  months  old,  and  she  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  expedition  as  much  as  any  of  us.     In  our  way 
we  passed  through  a  bright,  white,  and  clean-looking 
upholstery  manufacturing  town,  called    Manchester, 
the   strongest   contrast  to   our  black,  dirty-looking 
Manchester  possible.    The  factory  young  men  looked 
like  smart  London  tradespeople,  and  the  women  were 
equally  well   dressed.     I  have  only  seen  one  ragged- 
looking  body  in  these  parts,  and  that  was  in  Boston. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  a  recently-imported   Irish- 
man.     This  part  of  the  country  looks  rather  sterile 
and   unproductive,  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view ; 
more  thickly  sown  with  picturesque  rocks  than  corn, 
and  therefore  at  first  it   seems  a  miracle  how  the 
population  can  make  themselves  so  comfortable,  and 
their  general  appearance  be  that  of  people  well-to-do 
in  the  world ;  but  they  have   plenty  of  employment 
in   various    handicrafts.      Between  this   place   and 
Beverley,  and  towards  Wenham,  there  are  numberless 
tidy-looking  small  shoe-workshops — many  shoes  are 
made  all  through  the  neighbourhood;  these  workshops 
are  distinct  from  the  residences  of  the  shoemakers, 
who  reside  in  houses  all  made  of  wood,  but  of  a  com- 
fortable size.     One  sees  no  very  small  cottages.     I 
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have  met  two  or  three  people  who  say  they  have 
come  over  from  England  to  make  a  little  money  and 
mean  to  return  there. 

The  views  all  round  Eagle  Head  are  fine ;  nume- 
rous indentations  and  islands  on  this  coast  make  it 
'SO  picturesque.  We  lunched  on  water-melon  and 
cakes ;  and,  after  spending  two  or  three  hours  very 
pleasantly,  returned  home.  Our  party  consisted  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  W.  L ,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gray,  Mrs.  G , 

Mrs.  L 's  brother,  Mr.  E ,  two  young  girls, 

and  the  baby.  Mr.  L was  taken  away  by  the  un- 
expected arrival  of  a  party  of  workmen  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ram,  which  he  was  obliged  to  super- 
intend.    After   dinner,  Mr.   W.   L proposed  a 

row  on  the  sea  by  moonlight ;  all  the  ladies  except 
myself  were  afraid  of  the  undertaking.  The  tide 
being  low,  we  were  obliged  to  be  drawn  into  the 
water  by  a  horse  upon  a  low  truck,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  sticking  to  it  when  the  horse  made  his  first 
efibrt  to  drag  the  machine  out  of  the  deep  sand 
was  considerable.  We  returned  safely,  however, 
without  paying  any  other  penalty  for  the  experi- 
ment than  getting  rather  wet. 

Friday,  loth. — After  breakfast,  Mr.  L walked 

with  me  to  Sunny  Bank.  I  sketched,  before  leav- 
ing this  pretty  place.     Mr.  L showed  me  the 

difference  between  common  maize  and  sweet  com. 
The  latter  appears  to  be  only  more  delicate  than 
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the  former.  It  is  very  good,  when  the  corn  is  young 
served  up  simply  boiled,  to  be  eaten  with  butter  and' 
salt.    By  the  four  o'clock  train  I  left  Glencove  with 

Mrs.  G ,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L seeing  us  off.     It 

was  more  like  parting  frorr  -.Id  fripp/l^,  than  from  the 
acquaintances   of  a  wee.  lad  found  myself  so 

pleasantly  at  home  among  l^em.  We  reached  Bos- 
ton about  six  o'clock,  when  I  was  introduced  to  Mr. 

Cr ,  who  met  us  at  the  station ;  and  Mrs.  G 

took  me  home  with  her  to  Ashburton  Place;  I 
found  a  nice  house,  belonging  to  her  mother,  with 
every  comfort ;    and  in  the  evening  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

^ took  me  to  call  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott 

Lawrence,  where  we  passed  a  pleasant  hour,  talking 
over  English  matters.  Next  morning  early,  I  went 
with  R to  Tremont  House,  to  unpack  my  bag- 
gage and  arrange  it  for  future  use.  From  igno- 
rance of  hotel  customs  in  this  country,  I  had  left  my 
trunks  with  the  hotel  authorities ;  and  they  charged 
me  during  my  absence  as  if  my  boxes  had  eaten  and 
drank,  so  that  my  bill  was  more  than  forty  dol- 
lars, though  I  had  remained  so  short  a  time  in  the 
house,  and  only  had  two  small  bedrooms  there ;  but 
payments  are  made  for  rooms,  not  for  board  or 
attendance ;  and  whether  an  individual  person,  or 
an  individual  box,  eats  or  not,  the  same  money  is 

paid.     Mr.  G took  me  to  his  studio,  to  see  an 

interesting  design  for  sculpture.     The  subject  was 
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a  shepherd  boy  :  he  is  supposed  to  have  carried  off  a 
young  eaglet,  and  to  be  attacked  by  the  mother  bird. 
She  has  alighted  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  lad,  who, 
borne  down  in  a  stooping  posture,  seizing  one  wing 
of  his  assailant,  grasps  in  his  right  hand  a  knife, 
with  which  he  is  prepared  to  defend  himself.  This 
idea  is  expressed  with  great  force.  I  did  not  admire 
Chantry's  statue  of  Washington  at  the  State  House ; 
it  is  wanting  in  character.  The  one  at  the  Athenaeum 
is  better  ;  but  neither  of  them  satisfy  the  imagina- 
tion as  much  as  Stewart's  unfinished  heads  of  Wash- 
ington and  his  wife  in  the  Picture  Gallery.  Among 
the  sculpture  there  are  several  busts  by  native 
artists,  which  would,  I  think,  be  conpidered  fine  in 
Europe.  There  was  a  bas-relief  by  an  elder  brother 
of  Mr.  Greenough,  now  dead,  a  sketch  of  which  I 
fancy  to  have  seen  somewhere  in  England.  At  the 
house  of  his  sister  I  saw  another  work  by  the  same 
artist :  two  children — the  one  as  an  angel  leading  the 
awakened  soul  of  the  other,  with  an  inscription  be- 
low ;  very  pretty. 

Mr.  B had  advised  me  to  start  by  the  four 

o'clock  train  for  Providence  to  take  the  Newport 
steamer ;  I  was  agreeably  surprised  by  the  pleasure  of 

Mr.  G 's  escort  and  company  the  whole  way :  he 

was  so  obliging  as  to  make  the  discovery  that  he  too 
had  some  friends  to  visit,  and  this  added  much  to 
the  ease  and  the  interest  of  my  journey,  which  was 
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longer  than  I  expected— three  or  four  hours  hy 
rail,  and  at  least  twenty-five  miles  up  an  arm  of  the 
sea  to  Rhode  Island.    It  was  dark  before  we  reached 

Newport,  but  I  found  Mrs.  B 's  eldest  son  and 

M^r-  B awaiting  our  arrival :  they  conveyed  me 

in  a  carriage  about  two  miles  to  their  villa,  which, 
as  it  has  no  name,  I  shall   call  Ocean  Cliff.     The 
sea  view  has  only  some  small  islands  to   break  the 
expanse  of  waters ;  so,  if  it  were  possible,  one  might 
see   as  far   as  the  South  Pole.     The  high   ground 
between  this  place  and  Newport  is  studded  by  villas ; 
fine  rocks,  which  look  like  limestone,  edge  the  points 
and  bays  of  the  shore,  and  just  below,  black  coal- 
looking  bluffs  crop  out  into  the  waves :  last  even- 
ing I  walked  to  look  at  them,  but   I  understand 
there  is  no  fear  that  the  smoking  chimneys  of  steam- 
engines,  or  the  black  produce  of  the  earth,  will  ever 
mar  the  beauties  of  this  shore.     The  next  morning 

after  my  arrival,  young  Mr.  B drove  me  out  in 

what  is  here  called  a  wagon,  a  four-wheeled  kind  of 
dog-cart,  with  very  high  light  wheels  (wheels  very 
general  round  this  country,  but  such  as  I  have  only 
seen  attached  to  velocipedes  in  England),  drawn  by 
a  spirited  little  horse,  having  the  same  good  quality 
which  I  also  observed  in  the  larger  one  belonging  to 

Mr.  L ,  that  of  standing  patiently  when  left  to 

himself;   in  this  respect  horses  are  better  trained 
here  than  with  us.   When  we  were  wandering  about 
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for  an  hour  or  two,  the  carriage  could  be  safely  left, 
with  the  reiis  only  slightly  attached  to  some  gate  or 
paling,  and  the  horse,  though  powerful  and  spirited, 
never  seemed  to  have  an  idea  of  walking  oflF.     I 
asked  the  English  groom  how  this  was  taught,  but 
received  no  other  explanation  than  that  they  were 
trained  to  it ;  and  a  great  convenience  it  is.     One 
sees  butchers'  carts  in  London  standing  unguarded 
at  houses,  but  I  never  found  that  carriages  could  be 
safely    left — particularly    with    the    temptations   of 
green    fields    and    trees    in    every  direction.     We 
drove  by  Newport  to  the  bathing  sands,  where  gen- 
tlemen take  charge  of  ladies  in  the  surf:  it  was  to  me 
a  very  singular  and  amusing  scene — numerous  car- 
riages, drawn  up  before  a  semicircle  of  small  bathing- 
houses,  containing  gaily  dressed  occupants,  who  had 
taken  their  marine  walk,  or  were  waiting  for  the 
ladies,  young  and  old,  still  frolicking  about  among 
the  -waves,  children    dancing  in  and  out,  gentlemen 
handing    about    their    pretty  partners    as    if  they 
were   dancing   water   quadrilles,  and  heads,    young 
and  old,  with  streaming  hair  dipping  in  and  out :  it 
was   very    droll,  very    lively,  and    I    daresay  very 
amusing   to    all  engaged.     No    accident    has  ever 
occurred  here,  for  the  bay  is  protected  by  capes  on 
each  side,  and  the  water  is  shallow  for  some  distance 
out.     A  white  flag  is  raised  during  the  hours  appro- 
priated to  ladies,  and  it  is  succeeded  by  a  red  one. 
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later  in  the  day,  when  gentlemen  take  possession  of 
the  shore   on  their  own    account.     The   scene  re- 
sembled that  on  a  racecourse  in  England.     I  made 
a  slight  sketch  from  the  hill  above :  it  was  unique  in 
Its  way,  for  I  believe  there  are  few  places,  even  in 
America,  where  the  sea  would  be  safe  for  such  an 
experiment :  and  even  here  the  aid  of  strong  arms  is 
at  times  very  necessary   to  save  ladies  from  being 
knocked  over  by  the  waves.   There  was  considerable 
surf  to-day,  but,  from  the  numbers  who  breasted  it,  I 
suppose  the  courage   necessary  for  the  undertaking 
is  not  so  great  as  it  appears  to  me.     I  should  look 
on  a  long  while  before  I  could  try  this  kind  of 
experiment. 

Sunday,  August    13.— I    went    to  the  Episcopal 
Church,  which  was  built  during  the  Englisji  occu- 
pation here;  Berkeley,  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  presented  a 
good  organ.    The  service  \^as  well  read :  our  Liturgy, 
with  only  an   occasional  change,   which  I  thought 
an  improvement.     The  sermon,  preached  by  a  Mr. 
Cook,  good  in  matter  and  in  manner,  and  ending  at 
the  right  moment— not  spun  out  so  as  to  weaken  its 
effect  •  as  it  was  neither  commonplace  nor  dry,  I  did 
not  think  whether  it  lasted  for  twenty  minutes  or  for 
fifty  minuter    and  I  really  do  not  know  what  its 
duration  may  have  been.     The  subject  was  Christ's 
command  to    'follow  him,'  and  the  moral  deduced 
was,   that  the    experiment  of  obedience,    if  fairly 
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tried,  will  never  fail   to  convince  the   sceptic,  and 
to  strengthen  the   believer.     Dinner  was  at   three 

o'clock ;  afterwards,  Mr   G joined  us  in  a  walk 

to  the  shore.  Tea  was  ready  when  we  returned; 
a  beautiful  moonlight  starlight  night.  Mr.  Law- 
rence, an  English  artist,  walked  in;  his  crayon 
portraits  are  much  liked  here,  and  with  good  reason; 
they  are  true,  pleasing,  and  spirited.  I  much  admired 
a  sketch  of  Rogers,  done  just  before  Mr.  Lawrence 
came  from  England  last  spring. 

I  see  nothing  like  timbsr  upon  this  island.    Mrs. 

B showed  me   a  little  bit  of  primeval   forest 

ytjsterday;    it  appeared   to  consist  of  hiccory  and 
sassafras,  low,  thick,  and  scrubby ;  but  the  English 
iire    accused    of  having    destroyed   nearly    all    the 
natural  wood  during  the  revolutionary  period.     The 
Gulf  Stream  touches  this  shore,  which  makes  a  mild 
and  genial  climate,  though  I  am  told  that  sharp 
winters  here  destroy  myrtles  and  pomegranates,  which 
flourish  upon  our  south-western  coast,  while  a  warmer 
summer  sun  ripens  fruits  that  fail  with  us.     I  must, 
however,  try  to  introduce  an  excellent  vegetable  into 
England,  which  is  called  here  by  the  name  of  Okra. 
T  have  not  yet  seen  the  flower  expanded,  but  the 
plant  looks  like  some  kmd  of  Hibiscus,  with  a  long 
green  fruit,  which  makes  a  delicious  ingredient  in 
soups;  it  is  softer  and  more  gelatinous  than  aspa- 
ragus, and  when  young  and  tender  is  cut  in  slices :  it 
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18  an  annual,  and  perhaps  will  not  ripen  seed  with  us, 
but  is  surely  better  worth  raising  in  hot-houses  than 
French   beana.      I  will  get  some  good  seed  by  and 
bye;  this  and   the   Kubus  villosus  would  both  be 
good  introductions;    there  is  a  high  variety  of  the 
latter,  which  might,  I  think,  be  cultivated   in  our 
warmer  gardens,  like  raspberries;  the  fruit  is  in  size 
and  colour  between   the  blackberry  and  mulberry, 
and  I  think  much  better  than  the  first,  and  much 
more  certain  than  the  last,  though  the  flavour  may 
not  be  quite  so  high  as  that  of  a  really  good  mulberry. 
I  am  surprised  that  it  has  never  yet  been  cultivated  in 
England.     At  six  o'clock  this  morning,  a  thick  fog, 
which  ended  in  rain  and  a  fine  day. 

There  are  people  this  side  the  Atlantic  who,  as 
new  acquaintances,  are  very  pleasant.    This  morning 

I  have  been   introduced  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  B 

they  sympathize  about  flowers  and  stones,  which  is 
rare  in  this  country;  and  they  are  not  the  least  stift' 
or  cold.     When  people    are  cultivated  and  warm- 
hearted,  I   soon  forget   and  forgive  their  habits  of 
makmg  all  our  vowels  double,  and  even  the  nasal 
tone  of  some  among  them.       There  is  a  genuine 
characteristic  frankness  here  which  is  very  pleasant. 
There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  treat  our  fellow- 
beings  that  happen  to  be  new  acquaintances,  with  less 
kindness  than   dogs  or  horses.     I  am  afraid    this 
is  a  fault  in  our  national  character.    I  believe   we 
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arc  honest  and  sincere,  and  tlmt  is  better  than  mere 
surface  politeness ;  but  we  U)se  so  much  time  in  our 
cautious  civilities,  that  in  some  cases  life  is  half  ex- 
pended before  we  dare  exchanf^e  mere  ac(iuaintancc- 
ship  for  a  warmer  feeling.     The  Americans,  who  are 
a  go-ahead  people  in  all  their  concerns,  appear   to 
me  to  carry  their  hearts  in  their  hands ;  this  is  very 
pleasant  to  a  stranger  coming  suddenly  among  them  ; 
and  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  *  realize '  that  it  is  only 
fourteen  days  to-morrow  since   I  landed  on   these 
shores,  so  many  homes  and  hearts  upon  it  have  already 
been  opened  to  me.     Perhaps  I  shall  find  a  differ- 
ence in  other  places,  and  I  may  have  been  particu- 
larly fortunate  in  my  first  acquaintances.     There  is 
certainly   great  beauty  and   refinement   of  feature 
among  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  it  is  accompanied 
by  a  fragility  of  look  which  raises  painful  feelings. 
As  far    as   I  can  judge  at  present,  this  is  owing 
partly  to  hereditary  causes,  partly   to  actual  habits. 
The  excitement  and  anxieties  of  business-life  in  a 
new  country  probably  entail  constitutional  delicacy 
upon  the  children  of  parents  so  eagerly  occupied, 
and  the  sedentary  city  education  and  pursuits  of  the 
young  of  the  last  and  present  generation,  unfavour- 
able to  out-of-door  interests  and  amusements,  do  not 
harden  and  strengthen  the  nerves  and  muscles.     I 
am  already  tempted  to  contravert  the  assertion  of 
American  ladies,  that  their  generally  delicate  health 
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is  to  be  attributed  to  climate.      They  may  have 
severer  winters  and  warmer  summers  than  ours,  but 
these  are  accompanied  by  the   advantages  of  less 
damp,  and  of  brighter  sunshine.     I  have  not  had  an 
hour  too  warm  for  exercise  during  any  part  of  the 
day,  for  though  the  sun  is  brighter,  it  does  not  always 
beam  so  furiously  as  with  us.     The  climate  of  Massa- 
chusetts seems  to  me  a  charming  one,  and  I  believe 
another  generation  will  discover  its  merits,  because 
I  entertain  hopes  that  the  children  now  growing  up 
will   acquire  more  hardy  habits.      The  evil  I   am 
speaking  of  cannot  be  remedied  in  a  day ;  and  I  find 
American  ladies  are  at  this  moment  so  little  informed 
with  regard  to  natural  productions,  and  so  unfitted 
for  country  pursuits,  that  their  ignorance  of  these 
matters  is  at  once  the  evidence  and   the  cause  of 
their  lack  of  physical  strength. 

Newport,  August  15.— I  was  introduced  to  about 
thirty  new  faces  yesterday.  Among  them  the 
governor  of  New  York.  A  pleasant  acquaintance ; 
he  gave  me  much  geological  information,  and  pro- 
mises to  forward  my  seeing  Albany,  &c.,  to  advan- 
tage. I  took  a  walk  on  the  shore  just  below  this 
garden,  and  was  much  interested,  as  well  as  a  good 
deal  puzzled.  My  little  geological  knowledge  is 
quite  at  fault;  sand  and  quartz  rocks,  coal  and 
limestone,  and  they  say  granite  beyond ;  this  seems 
to  me  a  jumble.  I  suppose  it  will  be  reduced  to  order 
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by  and  bye.  After  dinner  Mrs.  B took  me  a  dis- 
tant drive  up  the  island,  to  call  on  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howe : 
the  doctor's  name  and  benevolent  deeds  have  long 
been  familiar  to  me.  We  found  also,  visiting  them, 
a  nephew  of  the  late  Dr.  Tinkermann,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carlton,  descendants  of  Lord  Baltimore.  Dr. 
Howe  has  bought  a  cottage  in  a  picturesque  valley, 
about  a  mile  from  the  sea-shore,  and  is  busy  making 
walks  and  opening  out  views ;  his  children  will 
benefit  in  health  and  tastes.  The  sun  set  before  we 
could  tear  ourselves  away,  and  so  we  got  home  in  the 
dark,  and  broke  an  engagement  to  drink  tea  out; 

but  Mrs.  and  Miss  B came  here  instead,  and 

we  had  a  pleasant  evening.     Miss  B will  come 

soon  after  eight  to-morrow  morning,  to  take  me  to 
the  rocks ;  she  is  the  only  active  young  lady  I  have 
met  with  ! 

August  1 6. — After  an  early  breakfast,  MissB 

took  me  to  Newport,  to  get  an  American  trunk  to 
pack  parcels ;  and  in  coming  back  we  went  to  see 
the  pretty  view  from  Mrs.  B-^ — 's  house,  and  after 
carrying  home   our  purchase,    we    drove  to   Mrs. 

C 's  villa,  which  is  built  close  to  a  shore  of  fine 

granite  rocks.     Several  lady  visitors  were  with  Mrs. 

B before  I  came  away.     Soon  after  one  o'clock 

I    called    for    Mr.   G ,  who    accompanied   me 

on  board  the  steamer,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Dr.  aud  Mrs.  Howe.     The  Doctor  went  on 
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with  us  to  BostoQ.     Dr.  Gray  came  to  Ashburton 
Place,  and  promises  to  go  with  me  to-morrow,  as  far 
as  Lake  Winnipessiogee,   ('  Spirit  of  the  Waters,') 
which  I  am  to  see  in  my  way  to  the  White  Mountains; 
from  thence,  my  proposed  route  to  Canada  is  by 
Burlington  and  Lake  George.     Although  so  much  is 
said  about  cholera.  Lord  Elgin  mentions  that  there 
is  great  exaggeration.     Rain  is  prophesied  to-night, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  have  wet  before  my  next 
journey,  to  lay  the  dust.     There  has  only  been  one 
showery  day  since  my  arrival  in  America,  a  fortnight 
to-day:  it  seems  more  like  two   months  than  two 
weeks— so  many  new  ideas  have  been  crowded  into 
the  time.     The  Canada  sails  to-morrow.     I    have 
had  no  news  from  England  later  than  the  morninff 
I  left  Liverpool ;  and  probably  my  letters  have  gone 
to  the  care  of  Lord  Elgin.     No  time  for  more  to- 
night. 

Yours  aflfectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 


LETTER  IV. 

SLAVEEY   QUESTION. 

Boston, 
Wednesday,  August  i6. 
My  dear  Friends, — 

My  last  letter  wiU  go  by  the  Canada  this 
morning,  if  possible  (as  the  train  by  which  we  travel 
towards  the  White  Mountains  does  not  start  till 
after   noon).      I  shall  try    to    see    Captain   Stone 

before  he  sails.    Mrs.  G is  gone  to  Sunny  Bank, 

so  I  miss  her  here:    her  sister  received  me,  Mrs. 

L being  confined  to  her  room  by  illness.     I  am 

told  that  after  leaving  these  Northern  States,  I  shall 
find  the  country,  and  the  people,  and  the  habits, 
much  less  English ;  here  the  shade  of  difference  is 
very  slight — certainly  not  greater  than  a  difference  of 
institutions  necessitates.  A  supply  of  excellent 
water  is  so  abundant  in  Boston  (derived,  I  am  told, 
from  Lake  Cochituata,  forty  miles  distant),  that  by 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  see  the  servants  belong- 
ing to  houses  watering  the   pavement  before    the 
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doors  with  a  long  hose,  as  we  should  water  our 
gardens;  and  the  housemaids,  with  those  clean,  con- 
venient, light-looking  Shaker  brooms,  sweeping  away 
the  dust.    I  do  not  know  any  one  of  our  towns  (not 
even  Bath)  which  exceeds  this  in  purity  and  neat- 
ness; and,  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  cholera  abroad, 
in    coming   through  the  streets   the   other  day,   I 
found  them  perfumed  with  hot  vinegar.      I  was  told 
a  carriage  full  of  that  fumigating  liquid  had  been 
driven  smoking  through  the  streets.   There  are  deaths 
every  day  here,  and  some  at  Newport ;  but  it  is  not 
believed  to  be  contagious  at  present,  only  carrying 
off  the  profligate  and  the  debilitated.    I  hear,  though, 
that  the  deaths  at  New  York  last  week,  among  a 
population  of  five  hundred  thousand  only,  equalled 
our  usual  bills  of  mortality  in  London.     I  should 
particularly  dread  any  epidemic  falling  upon  a  people 
which,  as  a  general  rule,  look  so  over-worked,  and 
fragile,  and  thin  as  these  Northern  Americans.    Dr. 
Howe  says  it  is  climate ;   as  yet  I  am  incredulous 

upon  this  point.     My  friend,  Mr.  L ,  confessed 

he  was  almost  in  his  grave  when,  eight  years  ago,  he 
bought  his  pretty  place.  Now,  with  the  revivifying 
influence  of  his  farm  and  garden  (although  he  does 
not  entirely  give  up  his  legal  duties),  he  looks  as 
strong  and  liealthy  as  any  sexagenarian  upon  our 
side  the  Atlantic.  I  should  like  to  transplant  all 
the  sick   dyspeptic  men  and  women  of  New  York 
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and  Boston  into  gardons  and  fields^  before  I  will 
admit  that  this  pleasant  climate  is  to  blame.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  assert  that  mental  excitement, 
and  money-making,  and  sedentary  employments  are 
the  real  criminals,  and  that  something  is  due  to  the 
laws  of  inheritance  even  in  this  unentailing  country. 
Till  my  introduction  to  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
I  did  not  know  that  each  State  has  a  Governor. 
Governor  Seymour  lives  at  Albany.  Some  of  these 
Governors  are  only  elected  for  two  years,  and  this 
gentleman  does  credit  to  popular  choice. 

What  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  the  Nebraska  Bill 
upon  the  Slavery  question  ?  Some  mtelligent  men 
appear  to  think  it  is  as  much  a  political  catch  as 
some  of  those  divisions  in  our  House  of  Commons 
which  are  rendered  nugatory  by  after  divisions ;  and 
that  it  has  roused  the  feelings  of  the  enlightened  and 
liberals,  who  consider  the  question  as  one  merely  of 
time, — a  disease  requiring  only  the  treatment  of  wise 
and  not  too  hasty  physicians, — perhaps  this  appa- 
rently retrograde  step  will  ultimately  hasten  the  de- 
sired change.  One  kind  person,  who  is  a  planter, 
told  me  he  has  no  other  wish  than  to  see  his  black 
children  able  to  use  the  gift  of  themselves,  which 
few  deny  to  be  their  right,  if  they  can  use  it ;  but, 
like  our  Colonies,  they  must  become  men  in  expe- 
rience and  intelligence  before  they  can  take  care  of 
themselves,  and  I  am  already  inclined  to  hope  that 
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the  '  Legrees '  are  as  much  exceptional  beings,  as 
idle  and  profligate  landholders  among  ourselves.    In 
saying  this,  I  know  you  will  not  think  me  upholding 
Slavery ;  Christianity  will  and  must  subdue  it— not 
by  teaching  us  to  vilify  and  persecute  those  less  fortu- 
nate of  our  brethren  who  have  had  the  curse  of  human 
possessions  entailed  upon  them— but  by  enlightening 
the  darkened,  and  instructing    the  ignorant;    and 
even  (if  that  should  be  necessary)  making  such  pro- 
perty valueless  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.     No 
individual  selfishness,  and  no  political  intrigues,  can 
prevent  the  wished-for  consummation ;  and  I  firmly 
believe  there  are  few,  very  few,  even  in  the  South, 
who  will  not  hail  with  joy  the  moment  of  emanci- 
pation— a  movement  at  present-  delayed  by  doubts 
and  fears.    This  is  my  first  view  of  a  vexed  question ; 
I  may  alter  it — I  may  change  it  altogether;  but  in 
the  meanwhile,  such  as  it  is,  I  give  it. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
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LETTER  V. 

THE  WHITE  MOUNTAINS  TOUE. 


AiTON  Bat,  New  Hampshibe, 
August  17. 
My  dear  Friends, — 

Owing  to  a  mistake  about  the  railroad  hour, 
I  am  here,  instead  of  at  the  most  frequented  end  of 
Lake  Winnipessiogee,  in  what  is  considered  a   wild 
village  j  but  this  simple  little  hotel  called  Winnipes- 
siogee House  is  clean  and  much  more  comfortable 
than  any  out-of-the-way  Scotch  inns  I  ever  was  at ; 
and  it  is  well  to  see  here  a  specimen  of  the  wonderful 
industry  of  this  people — railroads  down  to  the  very 
water.       I  forgot  to  mention  that  before  we    left 
Boston,  Dr.   Gray   took  me  to   see    Fanueil    Hall 
(Huguenot  name),  built,  as  a  public  gift  to  the  town 
of  Boston  in  old  times,  by  a  merchant.     It  is  the 
place  where  the  first  public  meeting  was  held  during 
the   Revolution;    and   there   is  a  large  picture  of 
Webster  speaking  in  Congress  upon  the  Nullifica- 
tion question.     It  is  well  painted  for  its  purpose. 
VOL.  I.  s 
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and  the  portraits  are  considered  like.  I  afterwards 
made  a  sketch  of  the  oldest  house  in  Boston,  now  a 
shop,  the  date  1683.  Rather  before  two  o'clock  we 
left  in  the  railway  cars  for  Winnipessiogee.  The  line 
goes  through  a  country  much  resembling  English 
park  scenery;  glades  and  woods  and  single  trees, 
sugar  maples,  red  maples,  hemlock  spruce,  Weymouth 
pines,  black,  white,  and  red  oak,  with  creeping  juniper, 
and  occasionally  wild  vines,  which  associate  ideas  of 
high  cultivation  with  the  landscape  in  an  English 
mind,  from  such  things  not  being  indigenous  in  oiu* 
country.  We  passed  through  towns  and  villages 
called  Charlestown,  Somerville,  Edgware,  Maldon, 
Melrose,  Reading,  Andover,  Haverill,  Newton,  King- 
ston, Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham,  Dover,  Berwick, 
Portland,  Rochester,  New  Durham,  and  Alton,  and 
these  following,  as  I  have  written  them,  to  the  utter 
confusion  of  English  geography.  Among  them  were 
some  Indian  names,  much  more  beautiful  and  appro- 
priate to  this  country.  Swampscot,  Cochego,  Scour- 
namagowie  (how  like  Scournalapich,  in  Ross-shire), 
Agawam,  &c,  &c.  At  Dover,  after  passing  the 
Miramachi  river,  we  changed  cars,  and  entered  a 
branch  railroad  for  Alton  Bay.  This  was  very 
slow,  as  it  stopped  at  several  stations  for  mercantile 
purposes;  and  though  we  left  at  five,  we  did  not 
arrive  till  after  eight  o'clock,  having  been  more  than 
three  hours  going  about  twenty-five  miles ;  but  the 


RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


51 


route  was  pretty :  sometimes  cut  through  a  drift  of 
sand,  containing  boulders  of  granite,  with  large 
plates  of  mica,  it  occasionally  reminded  me  of  the 
forest  of  Fontainebleau,  but  without  fine  timber,  this 
forest  being  all  young ;  no  trees  looked  older  than 
thirty  or  forty  years.  We  had  a  hospitable  wel- 
come ;  clean  rooms  and  beds,  charges  moderate. 
Here,  for  the  first  time,  I  see  hand-lamps  in  which  a 
mixture  of  camphine  and  alcohol  is  used ;  it  burns 
clearly,  and  gives  a  pleasant  light.  This  camphine 
is  chiefly  manufactured  from  turpentine  collected  in 
the  pine  woods  of  North  Carolina. 

August  18.— Before  breakfast,  I  sketched  the  lake, 
&c.,  from  my  window.  A  large  quantity  of  wood 
lay  about  in  all  directions,  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  car  engines  and  lake  steamers  with  fuel, 
wood  only  being  used:  the  railroad  carriages  are 
never  called  by  any  other  name  than  cars;  they  are 
more  like  movable  galleries ;  in  some  respects  I  prefer 
them  to  carriages;  they  are  more  airy,  and  the 
seats,  holding  two  all  down  each  side  of  the  centre, 
are  roomy  and  comfortable.  A  cord  runs  along  the 
middle  of  the  roof,  by  which  the  driver  may  be 
communicated  with ;  it  is  out  of  the  reach  of  chil- 
dren: there  is  a  conductor,  who  walks  backwards 
and  forwards  between  the  long  cars,  which  I  imagine 
convey  from  sixty  to  eighty  passengers  in  each; 
these  are   occasionally  refreshed    by    an   Aquarius, 
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walking  with  his  little  fountain  of  iced  water, 
distributing  it  liberally  at  the  cost  of  the  Com- 
pany. Even  this  small  and  not  very  much  fre- 
quented place  has  not  only  a  railroad  which  takes 
one  down  nearly  to  the  landing-place,  but  also  a 
branch  off  it,  to  convey  wood.  Certainly,  Americans 
are  very  purpose-like  and  industrious,  and  I  have  as 
yet  met  with  nothing  but  what  has  been  polite,  with 
the  exception  of  the  unintentional  rudeness  of  two 
or  three  country  people  here,  who  established  them- 
selves at  the  window  listening  to  our  conversation, 
and  asking  for  my  sketch-books ;  but  it  was  in  the 
simplicity  of  their  hearts ;  they  meant  no  ill,  and 
were  only  doing  as  they  would  be  done  by.  Here 
I  was  sorry  to  part  with  Dr.  Gray,  who  kindly  came 
so  far  to  put  me  in  the  way  of  American  travel ; 
but  he  first  drove  me  in  a  'wagon'  about  two 
miles'  distance,  to  see  an  extensive  view  of  the  lake, 
which  must  be  from  seventy  to  eighty  miles  round, 
with  deep  indentations,  and  numerous  islands  thickly 
clothed  by  wood ;  which,  not  being  of  a  size  to  pay 
for  transport,  is  left  undisturbed.  I  did  not  observe 
any  of  them  to  be  inhabited. 

I  am  rather  pleased  that  our  mistake  about  the 
train  from  Boston  caused  us  to  come  here  instead 
of  to  a  place  called  the  Weir;  as  from  hence  I 
shall  go  the  whole  length  of  the  lake,  instead  of  only 
about  twelve  miles  to  Centre  Harbour,  the  point 
form  which  I  tin  to  visit  the  White  Mountains.     In 
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going  up  the  hill  I  aaw  a  fine  paper  birch.  Those 
trees  are  numerous  here,  and  Dr.  Gray  took  off 
some  sheets  for  me  to  draw  upon :  it  is  prettily 
shaded^  and  easily  takes  either  pencil  or  colour;  be- 
ing both  tough  and  soft,  it  comes  off  in  layers.  I  can 
easily  imagine  how  the  Indians  make  canoes  and  all 
sorts  of  things  of  it ;  the  tree  is  handsome,  with  larger 
leaves  than  ours  has,  and  a  still  whiter  stem.  I  found, 
too,  the  hi;gh  blackberry,  a  handsome  shrub ;  and  a 
wytch  hazel,  different  from  ours.  Upon  a  beautiful 
spot  overlooking  the  lake,  we  came  to  a  house, 
deserted  by  its  inhabitants  about  a  year  ago.  The 
doors  and  windows  were  still  perfectly  good,  and  of 
a  size  far  beyond  a  cottager's  abode  in  England.  In 
a  week  I  could  have  made  it  comfortable  enough  to 
live  in.  A  boy  told  us  the  owners  had  built  one 
larger,  and  in  a  more  sheltered  situation.  The  first 
steamer  had  departed  just  as  we  returned,  and  it  was 
four  o'clock    when  Dr.  Gray   entered  the  train,  to 

return  to  Boston.     R and  I  went  on  board  a 

very  comfortable,  clean  boat,  called  the  Dover, 
There  were  not  many  people  on  board.  One 
American  gentleman,  who  had  been  in  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  apparently  all  over  the  world, 
came  and  talked  to  me,  and  then  presented  his  card 
before  landing  at  Wolfsborough.  At  first  the  lake 
reminded  me  of  some  of  ours,  but  it  soon  widened 
out  so  as  to  be  on  a  grander  scale ;  and,  M'ifh  its 
numerous    islands    and    mountain    background,    I 
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thought  it  exceedingly  beautiful.  It  was  twilight 
before  wc  landed  at  Centre  Harbour,  the  sun  having 
made  a  glorious  setting.  We  found  a  very  comfort- 
able hotel  here. 

August  19.— Early  this  morning,  I  went  with  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  T and  a  party,  in  a  kind,  of  char-a-banc, 

which  held  nine,  to  Red  Hill,  so  called  from  the  bril- 
liant  colour  of  the  foliage  late  in  the  year.   I  refused  to 
drive  up  the  ascent,  and  therefore  paused  at  a  small 
farm  to  draw.      The  family  consisted  of  a  grand- 
mother and  several  sons,  with  a  married  daughter 
and   children.     The  old  woman  was  very  obliging; 
she  let  me  taste  a  cheese  she  was  making,  and  gave 
me  a  seat  at  the  door,  where  there  was  a  beautiful 
view.     The  daughter  soon  came  down  stairs;  she 
looked  delicate,  as  almost  all  American  women  do ; 
and  I  was  amused  at  the  simplicity  with  which  she 
informed  me  that  she  shoiild  like  to  take  the  pattern 
of  my  gown,  as  it  was  exactly  what  she  wanted ;  so 
I  gave  her  leave  to  get  her  paper  and  scissors  for  the 
purpose,  and  she  accepted  my  permission  quite  as  a 
matter  of  course.    This  evening  I  saw  seven  or  eight 
cows  driven  by  the  owner,  who  occupied  a  gig.      He 
was  a  respectable  looking   man,  with  a  good  horse, 
which  he  drove,  ad  libitum,  first  on  one  side  the  road, 
and  then  over  the  turf  or  into  the  ditch  on  the  other 
side ! 

After  considering  different  routes,  I  am  inclined  to 
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go  by  Conway  to-morrow  to  the  Notch,  instead  of 
Plymouth.  I  got  a  yellow  Geradia  to-day,  on  the 
Red  Hill;  it  is  a  beautiful  plant;  perhaps  it  is 
Geradia  quercifolia. 

August  20. — Centre  Harbour. — Last  night  I  made 
acquaintance  with  the  brother  and  sister  of  a 
gentleman  who  came  over  in  the  Canada ;  we  de- 
termined to  go  on  together  by  the  Conway  House 
route  to  the  White  Mountains,  in  a  kind  of  char- 
ct-banc  we  are  to  hire  for  the  purpose,  instead  of 
proceeding  by  coach  to  the  Weir  (another  place 
on  this  lake),  and  there  taking  the  road  for 
Plymouth.  We  arrived  at  Conway  House  before 
three  o'clock,  having  been  long  in  making  the 
journey  of  thirty  miles,  owing  to  a  very  hilly  road, 
nearly  all  the  way  through  deep  sand.  The  drive 
was  hot  and  dusty,  but  very  beautiful,  through 
•woods  and  by  lakes ;  one  called  Long  Pond,  another 
Six-Mile  Pond,  &c.  I  could  have  supposed  myself 
in  Scotland,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loch  Awe,  or 
the  Garry  Lochs,  had  it  not  been  for  the  paper 
birch,  sugar  maples,  &c.  &c.,  and  the  undergrowth 
of  scrub  oak — a  very  pretty  shrub,  which  I  have  not 
before  seen.  There  were  no  horses  to  take  us  on, 
after  our  dinner  at  Horace  Fabian's  house,  therefore 
■we  must  make  up  our  minds  to  go  very  early  to- 
morrow (Sunday),  so  as  to  get  to  Crauford  House, 
at  the  Notch,  White  Mountains,  by  one  o'clock. 
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We  left  Conway  this  morning,  August  20th,  at  six 
o'clock,  in   a  very  comfortable  open  carriage,  with 
three  horses;  such  a  beautiful  drive !  The  country  re- 
sembles Braemar,  near  Invercauld,  but  is  still  finer, 
as  the  mountains  are  higher  and  the  foliage  is  more 
varied.  We  passed  the  Willow-house,  out  of  which  an 
unfortunate  family  of  nine  persons  fled,  a  few  years 
ago,  to  avoid  a  slip  in  the  mountains.  The  house  was 
untouched,  and  these  poor  people  were  buried  alive 
by  the  falling  stones  a  short  distance  from  it.     We 
arrived  at  the  hotel  in  good  time ;   I  found  some 
acquaintances  there,  and  was  induced  to  accompany 
them  in  a  char-a-banc,  drawn  by  six  horses,  to  the 
summit  of  Mount  Willard.     Having  once  embarked 
in  the  imdertaking,  I  was   ashamed  to  insist  upon 
being  let  off;  but  the  ascent  was  really  a  tremendous 
one  for  any  vehicle  whatever;  and  how  we  ever  got 
safely  up  and  down  again,  is  a  marvel  to  me.     This 
house  is  full  of  people,  but  all  is  comfortably  arranged. 
I  like  one  American  plan,  of  paying  for  inn  accom- 
modation ;  no  bill  of  items  is  ever  given.     The  pay- 
ment is  at  the  rate  of  three  or  four  dollars  a-day, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  it.     This  saves  much  trouble 
and  time.     Dining  is  not  cheap  at  those  hotels ;  but 
those  who  keep  them  for  the  convenience  of  travellers 
must  have  a  certain  sura ;  and  what  does  it  signify 
whether  this  is  charged  for  wax  candles  or  for  bread- 
and-butter  ? 
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August  a  I A  party  went  off  this  morning  by 

eight  o'clock  to  ascend  Mount  Washington  on  horse- 
back, and  perhaps  to  spend  the  night  there;  but  I 
resisted  all  temptation  to  join  it,  having  quite  enough 
to  amuse  and  occupy  me  below.  Another  beautiful 
day — beautiful  for  us,  but  not  for  the  poor  farmers, 
who  feel  the  present  drought.  Most  of  the  streams 
and  waterfalls  are  dry ;  but  we  are  ready  to  com- 
pound for  some  loss  of  picturesque  effect  for  the  sake 
of  the  charming  weather.  Yesterday,  T  atp  sweet  po- 
tatoes at  dinner ;  they  taste  very  like  chestnuts.  Such 
things  are  not  grown  here,  but  come  from  the  South. 
I  find  extreme  civility  and  attention  from  all  the 
waiters  and  attendants  in  the  White  Mountain 
hotels.  On  the  whole,  my  impression  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  has  been  hitherto  far  more  agreeable  than 
I  expected.  One  gentleman,  at  Centre  House,  held 
forth  upon  the  btickwardness  of  England,  and  about 
her  institutions  having  been  stationary  for  the  last 
two  hundred  years.  I  asked  him  whether  he  had 
ever  visited  the  country,  and  upon  his  allowing  he  had 
not,  I  advised  him  to  defer  making  up  his  opinion 
until  he  had  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  judging.  I  do 
not  think  his  notior.o  were  sympathized  with  by  those 
who  were  around  us.  The  everlasting  rocking-chairs 
among  the  ladies  make  me  quite  dizzy,  and  give  me  a 
sea-sick  feeling  :  and  the  custom  raises  an  idea  of 
want  of  rational  oeonpation,  without  even  the  doubt- 
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ful  satisfaction  of  a  '  dolce  far  niente.'     The  broad 
i^nglish  farmer-like  pronunciation  is  also  unpleasant 
to  English  ears ;  but  good  humour  and  the  laws  of 
kindness  have  prevailed  wherever  I  have  yet  been, 
united  to  a  higher  general  intelligence  than  among 
the  majority  of  our  population.     The  difference  be- 
tween us  appears  to  be  that  our  highest  classes  have 
more  principle,  elegance,  and  refinement ;  the  women 
more  energy  and  activity,  and  the  men  more  athletic 
amusements  j  while  our  middle  and  lower  classes  are 
less  highly  educated,  perhaps  rather  more  narrow- 
minded,  and  physically,  work  harder;    although,  in 
some  respects,  I  think  the  Americans  wear  themselves 
out  sooner,  particularly  those   occupied  in  manufac- 
tures or  mercantile  affairs.     The  race  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  horses  is  an  example  which  runs  through 
everything  here.     There  are  none  so  perfect  as  our 
most  perfect ;  but  the  animals  generally  go  better, 
and  are  better  fed  than  secor»d  or  third-rate  horses 

in  England.    I  had  a  pleasant  walk  with  Mr.  T 

who  was  very  kind  in  helping  me  over  difficulties, 
and  patient  in  waiting  while  I  drew,  or  hunted  for 
plants.  I  found  Trilliums  in  seed,  and  the  roots  of 
some  kind  of  Epiphyte,  and  a  beautiful  little  creeping 
evergreen  {Chiogenes)  on  the  rotten  trunks  of  trees ; 
many  other  forms  were  new  to  my  eyes.  The  party 
who  went  up  the  moimtain  have  returned,  excepting 
one  lady  and  some  gentlemen,  who  determined  to 
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pass  the  night  in  a  little  hotel  there,  to  see  the  sun 
rise.  All  were  much  fatigued,  and  a  storm  of  wind 
and  a  foggy  morning  disappointed  those  who  had 
adventured  an  uncomfortable  night. 

August  23. — My  acquaintances  invited  me  to  join 
a  party  of  ten  in  an  open  char-a-banc  to  go  on  to 
the  Profile  House,  about  twenty-five  miles,  at  Fran- 

conia.    We  started,  as  soon  as  Mrs.  P came  down 

from  Mount  Washington,  about  three  o'clock.  The 
drive  was  beautiful,  just  our  Highlands  upon  rather 
a  greater  scale  as  to  forests  and  torrents ;  with  moim- 
tains  about  the  >ieight  of  those  round  Braemar. 
Smoke  rose  in  all  directions  from  the  burning  trees. 
We  passed  close  to  one  of  considerable  size,  which 
was  on  fire  at  the  bottom,  with  flames  creeping  up 
the  trunk  and  peeping  out  of  holes.  It  was  dark 
before  we  reached  the  Profile  House,  an  hotel  built, 
as  usual  in  this  country,  upon  a  very  large  scale  :  the 
saloon  or  drawing-room  I  should  imagine  at  least 
thirty-eight  feet  square,  and  the  dining-room  sixty 
feet  long.  There  are  probably  eighty  travellers 
accommodated  here  at  this  moment.  Streams  of 
visitors  usually  succeed  each  other  for  about  three 
months ;  but  during  the  rest  of  the  year  few  people 
come  to  this  mountainous  district.  After  breakfast 
to-day,  our  party  set  off  in  the  char-h-banc  with 
four  horses,  to  see  the  waterfalls  and  the  Valley 
of  the  Flume ;  passing  by  the  mountain  Profile  and 
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lake.    A  legend  is  attached  to  the  latter,  which  says, 
that  all  who  rise  early  enough  may  see  the  old  man 
of  the  mountain  take  his  bath  in  the  lake.     The 
scenery  round  the   Flume   House  is   so  fine,  that  I 
mean  to  remove  there,  five  miles  from  hence,   to- 
morrow; and   I  shall  join  an  American  acquaint- 
ance.  Miss  F ,  who   has  been   much    in  Eng- 
land, and  who  likes  drawing  and  rambling  as  much 
as  I  do.     I  shall  be  the  more  willing  to  exchange 
my  quarters,  as  the  friends   I   have  travelled  with 
from  Lake  Winnipessiogee  return  to  their  homes  at 
Boston  to-morrow.     This  afternoon  we  rowed  upon 
the  Echo  Lake,  and  heard  all   its  reverberations  of 
horns,  and  cannon,  and  voices,  which  are  very  clear 
and  distinct.     It  is  a  '  pond'  of  no  great  size,  but 
deep — very  deep.     Before  tea  I  walked  to  Profile 
L  .ke  to  finish  a  sketch,  and  look  for  flowers.   I  found 
a  very  sweet  and  pretty  yellow  Utricularia,  quite  new 
to  me,  growing  at  the  edge  of  the  water ;  and  I  also 
picked  a  copper-coloured   cotton-grass,  to-day,  near 
the  Flume  House,  besides  a  beautiful  little  creeping 
plant  in   the    woods.     To-night,   the  forest  is   on 
fire  upon  a  mountain  just   above  this  house :   the 
sight  is  grand,  but  rather  terrific.     These  fires  are 
believed  to  arise  from   carelessness,  or,  perhaps,  oc- 
casionally   from    some    spirit   of   wanton   mischief. 
"  l!3y  can  only  be  extinguished  by  heavy  rain;  and 
now  the  underwood  is  so  very  dry,  much  damage 
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may  be  done.  I  suppose  the  flames  we  have  been 
watching  may  be  at  two  miles'  distance ;  but  if  the 
wind  should  rise  and  drive  them  down  towards  this 
hotel,  I  should  be  alarmed  for  its  safety ;  being 
erected  entirely  of  wood,  sparks  falling  upon  it  would 
be  very  dangerous.  For  some  days  past  we  have 
observed  these  forest  £res  in  many  directions.  Some- 
times they  are  intentional,  to  make  clearings,  but  in 
general  they  are  regretted ;  and  I  feel  grieved  at  the 
destruction  of  the  beautiful  trees  and  underwood 
which  thirty  years'  growth  cannot  replace. 

As  the  weather  continues  so  enjoyable  for  moun- 
tain exercises,  I  propose  to  remain  at  the  Flume  till 
Monday  next;  then,  probably,  we  shall  take  the 
railroad,   ten    miles    from    thence,    and  visit  Lake 

George,  if  I  hear  that  Mr.  T is  there ;  or  else  I 

may  go  by  Montreal  to  Quebec,  putting  off  the 
Falls  of  Niagara  imtil  after  my  return,  as  I  am  told 
that  brilliant  autumn  tints  will  add  to  the  pic- 
turesque effect,  and  if  possible  increase  the  splendour 
of  Niagara.  This  evening  a  German  gentleman 
played  on  the  piano  in  the  large  room,  with  the 
usual  taste  and  musical  knowledge  of  his  country, 
and  some  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  waltzed  quietly 
and  gracefully.  All  the  travellers  I  fall  in  with  are 
civil  and  obliging.  I  have  not  had  as  yet  the  least 
reason  to  complain  of  want  of  attention  from  either 
masters  or  servants.      I  am  told   I   may  be  less 
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fortunate  as  we  travel  further  west  or  south ;  but 
hitherto  none  of  my  own  little  preparations  or  con- 
veniences against  travelling  difficulties  have  been  in 
requisition ;  the  only  thing  I  miss  is  good  household 
bread.  There  seems  to  be  no  such  article  in  use  ; 
nothing  but  new  soft  rolls  and  biscuits,  and  buckwheat 
cakes,  which  are  so  like  our  pancakes,  that  I  mistook 
them  for  something  of  that\ind.  So  much  for 
eatables.  As  to  drinkables,  I  have  Iiardly  observed 
any  one  gentleman  or  lady  take  any  other  beverage 
than  iced  water,  milk,  or  tea.  It  is  said  that  all 
classes  of  me:\  make  great  use  of  brandy,  but  I  have 
not  seen  any  of  it  drunk ;  and  as  to  smoking,  it  is 
not  more  general  here  than  in  England.  It  is  not 
made  half  as  disagreeable  as  in  Germany. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 

P.S. — This  letter  will  be  conveyed  to  Boston  to- 
morrow morning.  I  have  not  any  time  to  read  over 
what  I  have  written,  therefore  repetitions  are  pro- 
bable. I  have  little  chance  of  hearing  from  England 
till  I  reach  Canada,  and  the  month  since  I  left  it 
appears  four  times  as  long,  from  having  already  seen 
so  many  new  faces  and  fresh  places.  Very  little 
public  news  has  reached  me,  and  I  feel  anxious 
about  the  Baltic  fleet,  particularly  as  I  hear  that 
cases  of  cholera  have  occurred  on  board  the  Si.  ^ean 
d'Acre. 
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Flume  Hottse,  White  Mountains, 
New  Hampshire,  U.S. 
August  25. 
My  dear  Friknds, — 

I    came  here   yesterday    from   the    Profile 

House,   in    one    of  the    usual    char-a-bancs ;  some 

friends  went  the  other  wry  on  thejr  return  home, 

but  I  found   all    my    new  compagnom    de   voyage 

obliging  and   agreeable.     As  the  distance  was  only 

five  or  six  miles,  I  requested  to  be  left  to  sketch 

rocks  and  a  waterfall  by  the  roadside,  about  half  of 

that    distance,    where     the    mountain  -  torrent   has 

worn    the    granite    into    a    singular   bowl.     After 

trying  almost  fruitlessly  to  give   some  idea  of  the 

place,  I   enjoyed  a  pleasant  walk  through  the  still 

and  tranquil  forest,  with  a  sense  of  the  most  perfect 

security.     No  fear  of  Indian  tomahawk,  or  wild  or 

uncivil  or  riotous  human  beings;    not  a  reptile  of 

any  kind  to  prevent  me  from  going  into  the  bush 
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and  bog  after  flowers ;  even  bears  are  now  hardly 
ever  seen  in  these  woods,  though  it  is  said  that 
one  has  made  its  way  to  a  patch  of  corn  near  this 
house.  I  think  there  is  no  positive  proof  that 
some  tamer  animal  was  not  the  marauder.     "When  I 

reached  this  hotel,  I  found  E comfortably  settled, 

and  my  things  in  a  pleasant  room  with  a  verandah, 
looking  upon  an  extensive  view  on  two  sides. 
I  have  both  windows  wide  open  all  night,  without 
feeling  any  draught,  though  I  sleep  between  them ; 
and  yet  I  have  felt  no  heat  so  oppressive  as  that  of 
a  warm  summer's  day  in  England. 

August  26. — Yesterday,  I  much  eiijoyed  the  fine 
scenery.  A  lady  who  has  passed  some  time  in  Eng- 
land went  out  to  draw  with  me ;  and  after  dinner, 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  B ,  both  kind  and  pleasant 

people,  accompanied  us  in  another  ramble.  What 
is  called  '  the  Flume'  is  very  fine ;  and  the  waters 
being  so  low,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  walking  up 
the  bed  of  the  torrent.  Enormous  tables  of  grante 
rock,  apparently  without  a  flaw  for  twenty  yards 
together,  bed  the  stream  in  an  easy  ascent  to  a 
rocky  gorge,  where  an  immense  boulder,  almost 
circular,  hangs  suspended  overhead,  jammed  in 
between  two  cliffs.  How  fine  it  must  be,  when 
the  water  roars  down  this  chasm !  though  a 
drought  now  enables  us  to  see  the  channel  more 
completely;  and  at  another  point  called  the  Dell, 
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a  steep  descent  brings  one  down  to  a  pool  of  twenty 
or  thirty  feet  in  depth,  clear  as  crystal ;  here,  a  rude 
boat  has  been  established  by  an  old  man  and  his 
wife,  with  their  soi:  j  for  this  little  emerald-coloured 
mountain  'tarn'  is  of  sufficient  size  to  paddle 
about  in  it. 

The  larger  drawing-room  in  this  hotel,  is  fitted 
up  with  every  comfort,  and  there  is  an  excellent 
piano.  The  evening  party  was  large,  perhaps 
from  forty  to  fifty;  an  elephant  well  manufactured 
out  of  two  bipeds  walked  in  to  amuse  the  chil- 
dren ;  one  of  the  house-attendants  played  quadrilles 
very  fairly  on  the  violin ;  two  sets  were  made  up 
for  dancing  :  some  young  ladies  also  sang  in  tune 
and  very  sweetly  together.  Attached  to  both  this 
house  and  the  Notch,  there  are  bowling-alleys  under 
cover,  where  ladies  and  gentlemen  can  take  exercise 
and  amusement  in  wet  weather.  On  the  whole,  I 
doubt  whether  in  England  as  large  and  heterogeneous 
a  society  accidentally  gathered  together,  would 
conduct  itself  with  so  much  good  humour  and 
propriety  as  that  which  I  find  here.  All  converse 
without  introduction,  yet  I  have  seen  nothing  like 
forwardness  or  vulgarity  of  manner :  though  there  is 
a  degree  of  restraint  and  stiffness,  I  find  myself 
much  more  at  home  than  I  should  be  in  any  hotel, 
either  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  or  in  the  British 
Isles — it  is  more  like  the  freedom  of  a  very  large 


VOL.  1. 


F 


66 


FLUME   HOUSE. 


country-house  in  England.  This  peculiarity  of 
American  maimers  I  have  never  heard  mentioned — 
and  it  is  ccvtuinly  u  r-triking  one.  I  hear  tiie  gong 
going  its  rounds  to  awaken  the  sleepii  . ,  as  we 
breakfast  at  seven  o'clock,  and  at  as  early  as  six 
a  gong  is  sounded;  the  same  custom  prevailed  at 
the  Profile  House,  which  Ixlongs  to  the  person  who 
has  this  hotel  also.  I  go  to  bed  at  nine  or  soon 
after,  and  get  up  with  the  light. 

August    26.— We    had  rain  yesterday,   the  first 
which  has  fallen  in  this  mountain  region  for  three 
months ;  and  it  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how 
a  wet  day  is  got  through  here.     After  breakfast, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  agreeable  music,  to  which 
the  whole  company  listened  with  enjoyment ;  two  or 
three  young  ladies  and  one  gentleman  sang  duets 
and  trios  and  lively  songs  very  well.     Afterwards, 
a  large  party  adjourned  to  the  house  appropriated  to 
bowling :    there  are  three  alleys,  and  slides  for  the 
return  of  balls  j  the  game  was  played  with  sides :  it 
is   a   good   exercise.     After  joining  in   one  game, 
I  left  them,  the  weather   having  rather  improved 
and  went  out  with  my  umbrella  and  sketch-book,— 
as  I  was  anxious  to  see    a  view   overlooking  the 
house.      I   got    drenched,    but    succeeded   in   my 
wishes,  and  after  dressing,  I  went   down  stairs  to 
a   comfortable   wood-fire   in    on«   of    the   smaller 
parlours.     Before  tea  there  was   some  needlework 
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gomg  on,  a  whist-table  (but  no  one  play,  for  money 
here),  and  a  young  lady  played  nurxery  songs  at  the 
pmno,    six    little    ehildren    belonging   to    different 
visitors  joining  their  voices  in  the  ehoruscs,  one  as 
young  as  four,  but  all  were  in  tune,  and  seemed  to 
enjoy  ,t  much.     After   tea,  there  was  again  music 
and  danemg,  and  I  played  a  rubber  of  whist  with 
two  gentlemen  and  a  lady  till  bedtime.     One  of  the 
gentlemen  had  lent  me  a  Boston  paper  containing 
the  last  news  from    Europe,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  Island  of  Aland  and  the  Crimea  are  both 
under  attack.     Some  of  the  people  here  are  South- 
ems,  and  two  families  have  black  nurses. 

These  mountains  attract  visitors  from  all  parts  of 
the  Umon,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  summer  meetings 
-either  here,  at  Newport,  Nahant,  Saratoga,  or  the 
Virginia  Spring^tend  much  to  promote  acquaint- 
anceship and  good  feeling  among  the  different  States 
which  vary  so  much  in  their  internal  laws  and  regu' 
lations.     Bigamy  is  severely  punished  in  nearly  aU. 
.vinle  polygamy  has  been  hitherto  not  only  permitted 
but  encouraged  among  the  Mormons.    Yet  I  am  told 
that  the  Mormon  delegate  to  Congress  is  thought  a 
sensible  and  intelligent  man,  though  he  has  Lcn 
wives  I     but  it  seems  to  be  hoped  that  much  time 
will  not  elapse  before  the  immorality  and  absurdities 
introduced   by    Smith    and    Young,    and   hitherto 
enforced   upon   their   deluded    foUowers,   will    be 
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cast  off.  At  present  their  polity  is  a  kind  of 
spiritual  despotism;  yet  it  is  generally  admitted 
that  their  community  is  orderly  and  very  industrious ; 
though  as  no  man  can  leave  his  property  to  his 
children  or  relations,  it  falls  to  the  church  upon  his 
death,  and  the  accumulation  of  such  riches  must 
strengthen  the  power  of  the  priestly  Mormons,  and 
enable  them  to  keep  their  people  in  subjection 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come.  I  do  not  yet 
understand  how  this  accumulation  of  property  is 
to  be  applied. 

August  27. — There  is  a  chapel  here,  which  is 
used  if  any  clergyman  who  is  travelling  can  do 
duty;  but  that  not  being  the  case  to-day,  service 
was  not  read.  No  church  is  within  an  acces- 
sible number  of  miles.  After  dinner,  two  or  three 
families,  consisting  of  seventeen  individuals,  went 
away  for  the  purpose  of  sleeping  to-night  at  Ply- 
mouth, twenty-five  miles  distant,  to  catch  a  rail- 
road there  early  to-morrow,  or,  as  it  is  here 
expressed,  'to  meet  the  cars.'  Nearly  all  the 
travellers  and  inmates  gathered  at  the  door  to 
see  the  party  off,  and  to  wish  them  good-bye, 
although  many  had  met  here  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives.  Greater  cordiality  and  kindness  of 
feeling  was  evinced  on  this  occasion  than  I  ever 
saw  before  among  people  so  new  to  each  other. 
But  I  am  told  that  in  hotels  in   and   near  great 
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towns,  there  is  little  of  that  frankness  and  cor- 
diality which  have  so  pleasingly  impressed  me  at 
the  White  Mountains. 

The  weather  was   again   fine  to-day,  and  in   the 
afternoon  I  walked  alone  up  the  Flume.     It  is  the 
bed  of  a  torrent  which  comes  down  a  very  picturesque 
defile :  now,  while  the   water  is  low,  one  can  walk 
along    the    wide,    smooth,    granite    tabular    rocks, 
which  during  the  winter  arc  covered  by  the  foaming 
waters.     I  never   saw  such   huge  masses  of  granite 
before :  it  is  very  white  and  large  grained ;  and  as  I 
saw  no  mica,  I  suppose  it  may  be  sienite.     When  I 
returned  home,   some  of  the  people  had   got  what 
they  called  a  hedgehog,  just  caught  in  the  woods ;  I 
did  not  see  it  very  near,  but  as  it  was  the  size  of  a 
small  pig,  I  conclude  it   must  have  been  some  spe- 
cies of  porcupine. 

August  28.— This  morning  Miss   F and  I 

got  to  the  top  of  Pemmewhasset,  a  mountain  above 
this  house,  from  which  there  is  a  charming  view  up 
and  down  the  valley  of  the  Saco.  The  ascent  was 
gradual  and  easy,  but  we  did  not  reach  the  Hotel 
again  till  long  after  diuner-time ;  and  though  we 
met  a  party  going  up  on  horseback,  we  did  not  regret 
having  trusted  to  our  own  feet,  which  is  much 
pleasanter  than  riding,  and  enables  one  to  look  after 
plants,  besides  which,  I  feel  more  safe,  and  by  sitting 
down  frequently  to  rest,  the  fatigue  is  not  very  much 


70 


WELLS    RIVER. 


greater  than  on  horseback.  After  our  return,  the 
weather  cleared  sufficiently  for  me  to  see  an  exten- 
sive view  of  the  valley  from  my  window,  which  has 
hitherto  been  hid  by  smoke  and  clouds ;  and  I  made 
a  sketch  from  the  verandah.  The  coach  brought 
many  more  visitors,  among  them  a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

C ,  from  the  South,  who   will  go  on  with  me 

to-morrow  as  far  as  Plymouth,  and  I  am  by  and 
bye  to  try  if  I  can  visit  them  at  Apilachicola,  in 
Florida. 

August  29. — I  proceed  this  morning  after  break- 
fast, at  eight  o'clock,  for  Burlington,  going  round 
by  Plymouth  instead  of  Lyttleton,  to  avoid  retiuning 
ten  miles  by  the  same  route  which  brought  me 
here ;  and  I  thus  see  the  Saco  valley,  which  I  am 
told  is  beautiful. 

August  30. — Wells  River,  New  Hampshire. — 
This  is  so  pretty  a  place,  that  I  determined  to  stop 
here  at  three  o'clock  yesterday,  and  go  on  to-morrow 
by  the  eleven  o'clock  cars,  which  will  reach  Burling- 
ton by  five.  I  have  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Ver- 
mont, who  lives  within  a  mile  or  two  of  that  place ; 
it  is  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  weather  is  again 
perfect.  I  spent  all  yesterday  eveniug  walking  about 
and  sketching.  The  people  here  vie  with  one  an- 
other in  kindness  and  civility,  yet  I  have  been 
troubled  with  nothing  unpleasantly  obtr".sive.  From 
the  Flume  House  we  came  hither  in  a  coach,  with 
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six  active  horses  well  driven  in  hand.  It  carried 
eighteen  passengers,  nine  inside  and  nine  outside.  The 
road,  through  deep  sand,  runs  nearly  the  whole  way 
by  the  Paver  Saco,  the  same  we  passed  at  Conway. 
I  am  told  it  flows  into  the  sea  somewhere  near  Port- 
land, and  that  this  valley  is  not  that  of  Mirimak, 
but  Saco.  The  Mirimak  river  is  the  outpouring  of 
Lake  Winnipesiogee.  We  had  observed  it  flowing 
by   Dover,  &c.  as  we  came  from  Boston;  it    is  a 

handsome  river.      Mr.  and  Mrs.  C ,  from  the 

South,  and  six  other  ladies,  all  agreeable  people, 
were  my  companions  in  the  coach  to  Plymouth. 
We  dined  there ;  they  took  the  cars  for  Boston,  and 

R and  I  for  this  place.    A  smaller  and  a  larger 

river  unite  here ;  the  Indian  name  of  one  is  Ama- 
nonuset.  I  hope  I  may  find  out  the  translation  of 
it,  for  these  Indian  names  have  always  some  beau- 
tiful meaning.  The  two  railroad  stations  are  almost 
close  together  :  one  is  called  Woodsville,  and  an- 
other Wells  River  depSt — the  word  used  in  America. 
The  hills  around,  well  wooded,  but  witli  openings 
and  rocks  enough  to  be  picturesque,  are  tossed  about 
in  every  direction.  All  this  country  is  called  granitic 
on  Marcou's  geological  map ;  but  we  passed  through 
a  cutting  yesterday  which  looked  more  like  some- 
thing Silurian )  it  might  have  been  a  mica  schist  of 
some  kind.  The  breakfast  hour  here  is  half-past, 
six;  and  before  I  start  for  Burlington  by  the  eleven 
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o'clock  cars,  Mr.  Wild,  the  master  of  this  Wells 
House  Hotel  (he  was  born  and  brought  up  in  the 
White  Mountains,  between  the  Notch  and  Profile 
Houses),  offers  to  show  me  the  rapids  of  the  Con- 
necticut River. 

August  31. — Burlington.  —  I    had   a   pleasant, 
though  hot  and  dusty  journey  here  yesterday.     Not- 
withstanding the  frequent  changing  of  cars,  which 
occurs  sometimes  four  or  five  times  in  a  distance  of 
about  120  miles,  I  prefer  the  American  mode  of 
travelling  in  long  cars,  to  that  upon  our  railroads. 
I  have  as  yet  seen  no  great    carelessness,    except 
that  of  crossing  the  roads  with  no  other  warning 
than  lai-ge  boards    overhead,  on  each  side    with    a 
notice  to  '  Look  out  for  the  Engine,'  in  large  letters 
— (about  Boston,  '  while  the  bell  rings '  is  added) ; 
and  it   is    the   duty   of  the    fireman,  or  the  con- 
ductor, before  and  after  passing  every  crossway,  to 
ring  a  large  bell,  which  swings  above  his  head ;  but 
from  "Plymouth  here,  I   have  heard  none  of  these 
bells.     The  long  cars,  which  on  an  average  carry 
sixty  each,  are  comfortable  ;  you  may  turn  two  seats 
80  as  to  face  each  other;  and  though  they  are  in- 
tended to  accommodate  two  or  three  each,   R . 

and  I,  by  taking  possession  in  time,  have  always  been 
left  to  ourselves ;  and  even  if  you  have  a  dirty  or 
disagreeable  neighbour,  it  is  not  half  so  bad  at  any 
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•for  no  smoking  is 


time  as  the  Rhine  steam-boats 
allowed  in  these  cars.  They  are  very  airy,  and  have 
comfortable  seats.  There  is  a  sense  of  security,  too, 
in  the  greater  width  and  solidity,  and  the  power  of 
ready  communication  with  every  part  of  the  train. 
I  may  change  my  opinion,  but  hitherto  I  have  found 
travelling  in  the  American  cars  less  fatiguing  than 
in  our  railroad  carriages. 

I    gained  some   information  from  Mr.   Wild,  in 
our  walk  to  the  rapids  before  leaving  Wells  River. 

R and  I   set  off"  with  him  about  half-past  nine 

o'clock.     When  we  got  to  the  descent  through  thick 
forest  down  to  the  river,  she  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  attempt,  having  got  some  flowers  for  me,  and  too 
much  in  her  hands  for  the  scrambling  necessary. 
Between  the  drought  and  the  fir-choppings,  it  was 
so  slippery  that  even  Mr.  Wild  fell  two  or   three 
times   in  giving    me  assistance;    and  I    was  often 
obliged   to  take  to  my  hanas  and  knees,  from  not 
being  ahle  to  keep  upon  mj  feet ;  however,  I  got  down 
to  the  edge  of  the  river.     The  Connecticut  widens 
out  here,  looking  almost  like  a  lake,  and  then  rushes 
through  such  a  narrow  gorge  between  rocks,  that  an 
active  hunter  might  leap  his  horse  from  one  side  to 
the  other.     In  winter,  it  must  be  a  fine  rush ;    at 
present,  the  river  is  so  low  that  it  can  get  through 
the    passage    quietly  enough.       I    find   that   three 
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rivers  meet  at  this  point.  1  thought  there  were 
only  two.  I  suppose,  therefore, '  Three  Rivers/  which 
I  found  marked  upon  a  map  I  have,  is  the  right 
name  of  the  place. 

We  returned  only  just  in  time  for  the  eleven 
o'clock  train;  and  as  there  is  no  other  for  Burlington, 
to  have  missed  this  one  would  have  been  inconve- 
nient. I  never  had  such  a  beautiful  drive  as  that 
through  the  whole  country  to  Lake  Champlain.  As 
far  as  White  River  junction,  it  follows  the  Connec- 
ticut for  fifty  miles,  and  then  the  White  River. 
The  scenery  may  be  compared  alternately  to  that  of 
the  Tay,  the  Tweed,  and  the  Tamar,  but  still  finer 
than  all ;  with  gardens,  ornamental  trees,  relieved 
by  maples  now  getting  their  scarlet  liveries,  fore- 
grounds of  maize  and  brilliant  orange  pumpkins,  and 
every  now  and  then  a  column  of  white  smoke  rising 
from  the  forest  fires.  These  Vermont  Mountains  are 
not  higher  than  those  around  Blair  and  Invercauld, 
so  that  they  never  rise  into  the  gigantic  peaks  of  the 
Pwiss  Alps ;  but  they  are  very  lovely. 

On  reaching  Burlington,  though  nearly  dark, 
the  master  of  the  hotel  provided  me  with  a  safe 
little  carriage  to  drive  out  to  the  Bishop  of  Ver- 
mont's, about  two  miles'  distance.  I  found  him  with 
his  family,  and  received  an  obliging  invitation  to  spend 
the  next  day  with  them.  There  is  not  much  to  be 
seen  at  Burlington.     I  have  heard  of  its  beauty,  but, 
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with  the  exception  of  the  lake,  it  seems  a  sandy, 
uninteresting  place,— the  lake  itself  looking  like  a 
sea;  and  it  would  take  seven  or  eight  hours  to 
steam  rapidly  down  it.  I  find  myself  in  a  com- 
fortable, large  hotel,  well  provided  in  all  respects. 

At  ten  o'clock,  I  walked  with  R out  to  the 

Bishop's.     I  did  not  see  a  great  many  flowers  on 
our  way,  owing  to  the  vegetation  being  so  burned 
up ;  but  I  found  fine  trees  of  the  black  oak,  covered 
with   acorns  with   large  dumpy  cups:   the   'pigeon 
grass'  (so  called  here),  and  a  pretty  little  vetch.     I 
made  a  sketch  of  the  lake,  and  of  Burlington,  from 
the  Bishop's  verandah — a  fine  eagle  soaring  about  as 
an  accessory  to  the  view ;  and,  after  an  early  dinner, 
we  walked  down  to  a  beautiful  little  rocky  bathing 
bay,  where  the  children  disport  themselves   in  the 
water   without    the   least  fear    or  danger.     Grow- 
ing among  sand  and  rocks,  a  pretty  Iris    in  seed. 
Whether  unknown  in  England  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  in  going  through  a  rocky  copse,  I  gathered  a  fern, 
and  several  things  new  to  my  eyes ;  and  on  the  shore 
I  picked  up  some  fresh-water  shells.     I  uLderstaud 
there  are  rattlesnakes  in  one  or  two  spots  in  this 
neighbourhood,  but  it  seems  they  have  so  large  a 
bump  of  '  locality,'  that  they  remain  as  constant  to 
particular  spots   i«   flowers  to  their  habitats.      So 
that,    unless  u/i>     goes  to  visit  them,   there  is   no 
danger  of  makijts:  their  acquaintance;   therefore  I 
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shall  always  inquire  their  whereabouts.     I  did  not 
take  my  leave  till  near  eight  o'clock  at  night. 

September  2.— Quebec,  Spencer  Wood.— As  I  left 
Burlington  in  the  steamer,  to  take  the  cars  at 
Roches  Point,  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ar- 
rived at  Montreal  by  eleven,  and  left  for  Quebec  at 
seven  in  the  evening,  I  had  no  time  for  writing, 
yesterday.  Dr.  L ,  the  professor  and  a  clergy- 
man, was  so  oblfsjing  as  to  take  me  a  pleasant  drive 
round  the  heights,  from  whence  we  had  a  fine  view 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  the  neighbourhood. 
I  visited  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  the  Museum, 
where  I  saw  some  stuffed  specimens  of  the  wild 
beasts  wliich  are  now  becoming  extinct  in  the  woods 
of  this  part  of  Canada.  I  saw  also  a  specimen  of 
a  small  owl  which  is  peculiar  to  these  parts. 

Before  seven  o'clock  we  went  on  board  the  steamer, 
which  was  very  full  of  passengers  for  Quebec.  Among 
them  a  party  of  squaws  and  Indian  boys  from  some 
tract  bordering  upon  this  great  river  :  they  had  a 
large  assortment  of  neat  and  showy  handiworks  in 
beads  for  sale— gentlemen's  travelling  caps,  bags, 
slippers,  and  watch-cases,  and  seemed  to  be  very 
shrewd  and  cautious  in  carrying  on  their  bargains, 
though  I  could  not  make  them  understand  either 
French  or  English.  I  do  not  know  when  they 
'absquatulated'  (to  use  a  Far  West  expression),  but  as 
we  stopped  several  times  during  the  night,  and  I 
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did  not  see  them  afterwards,  I  suppose  they  lauded 
somewhere.     We  did  not  undress.     As  some  indi- 
viduals  of  our  large  party  in  the  ladies'  cabin  were 
talkmg   or  moving  about   at  all  times  during  the 
night,  we  could  only  get  snatches  of  sleep  in   our 
berths  ;  and  I  thought  this  night's  voyage  so  tiresome 
and  tedious,  that  with  the  first  dawn  of  light  I  went 
on  deck;  but  owing  to  the  great  width  of  the  river 
and  the  steamer  keeping  in  mid-channel,  we  were  not 
close  enough  to  either  shore  to  make  her  progress  in- 
teresting.  I  think  the  St.  Lawrence  is  nearly  as  wide 
as  Ullswater  is  long,  and  it  is  difficult  to  realize  that 
we  are  traversing  a  river  instead  of  crossing  a  lake 
I  saw  very  little  shipping  till  we  arrived  at  Quebec 
—a  few  lumber  schooners  at  anchor  here  and  there 
but  nothing  sailing;  very  different  this  from  the  live' 
liness  of  the  sea  around  Beverley  and  Salem. 

The  population  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  upon  a 
first    inspection,   does   not    look  so   well-to-do   and 
thriving  as  that  of  Boston,  and  seme  other  American 
cities :  this  may  be  partly  owing  xc  the  prevalence  of 
loman  Catholics  here,  just  as  one  finds  it  in  Europe. 
Wliere  that  persuasion  has  the  ascendency,  the  people 
are  either  stationary  or  retrograde;   and  in  Quebec 
there  are  more  churches  and  more  beggars  than  in  any 
other  place  I  have  yet  seen  on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 
Indeed,  I  never  met  a  beggar  in  Boston-not  even 
among  the  Irish;    and   ladies  have  told    me  they 
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could  not  find  a  poor  family  on  whom  to  exercise 
their  henevolent  feelings.  We  arrived  at  this  place 
by  breakfast  time:  it  has  a  thoroughly  English 
appearance,  with  a  splendid  view  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence from  the  windows. 

Lord  Elgin  tells  me  this  is  the  day  for  the  letters 
to  go,  so  I  must  conclude  hastily;  and,  as  there  is 
rain,  I  shall  probably  do  little  more  to-day  than  stay 
indoors  and  rest  myself. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
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Spenceh  Wood,  Quebec, 
My  dear  Friends,  ^''''-  ''  ''^^• 

I  suspect  that  the  end  of  the  letter  which  I 
sent  oflF  yesterday,  just  after  my  arrival,  was  dated 
the  3rd  instead  of  the  ist:  my  notions  about  days 
and  dates  were  rather   confused,  from  having  been 
very  little  in   bed  since  Wednesday  night.     I  find 
now  that  my  letter  written  a  week  ago  from  Wells 
River,  to  fix   the  day  of  my  coming  here,   never 
reached  Lord  Elgin :  the  American  post-office  does 
not  appear  to  be  as  exact  or  as  well-regulated  as 
ours.      I  hope    you    receive    all    my  packets?     I 
think  this  wiU  be  the  fifth  or  sixth  letter  I  have 
sent  off.     I  generally  write  about  oue  a  fortnight— 
but  not  a  line  from  you  yet,  or  from  any  one  in  Eng- 
land, excepting  a  letter  I  have  got  from  Mr.  S - 

dated  August  2nd  ;  but  despatches  from  home  are  ex ' 
pected  to-day,  and  I  hope  to  get  something.     This 
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morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  it  is  still  thick  and  rainy — 
I  cannot  even  see  the  St.  Lawrence  from  my  window ; 
and  all  day  yesterday  we  had  a  large  coal  fire. 
Septemlier  is  considered  the  last  of  the  summer 
months  in  Canada;  and  with  the  leaves  still  green, 
the  weather  looks  and  feels,  at  present,  very  like  a 
mild  November  in  England. 

This  is  a  large  house,  with  a  good  conscrA  atory, 
and  handsome  reception-rooms,  though  they  are  con- 
sidered low  for  their  size.  The  fields  and  turf  look 
as  green  as  in  England — the  first  bit  of  fresh-looking 
grass  I  have  seen  these  three  weeks.  At  Montreal 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  verdure,  and 
very  few  trees,  even  immediately  about  the  town, 
though  the  villas  and  the  hills  are  well  wooded.  I 
found  that  place  prettier  than  I  expected ;  but  it 
must  be  an  uninteresting  residence,  as  there  appears 
to  be  but  one  drive  around  the  hill  at  the  back.  A 
bridge  on  the  tubular  principle,  which  will  be  the 
largest  in  the  world,  is  begim;  it  is  to  unite  the 
town  with  the  railroad  over  the  St.  Lawrence;  I 
was  told  that  1 600  workmen  are  already  employed  in 
its  construction.  It  is  the  undertaking  of  an  English 
company,  and  may  vie  with  our  Crystal  Palace  in 
the  enterprise  and  skill  it  will  call  forth. 

Lord  Elgin  is  much  occupied  just  now  by  the 
opening  of  the  new  Canadian  Parhament,  on  the  6th; 
and  of  course  the  party   spirit,  and  agitation,  and 
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jealousy  which  tlic  reform  and  enlargement  of  that 
body  have  excited  is  unbounded.    Everyone  wants  to 
do  and  to  be  everything ;  and  though  to  an  impartial 
stranger    it    is    a  difficult    matter    to    comprehend 
what  these  people  would  be  at,  yet  it  is  interesting  to 
observe  th(     fforts  of  a  young  nation  to  make  use 
of  a  newly-acquired  power.     It  resembles  the  first 
attempts  of  an  infant  to  exercise  its   legs— eager 
awkvard,    and    almost     alarming,     though     neces' 
sary  and    salutary  to  gain  habit,   future    strength 
and  experience;  but  as  patience  and  temper  are  re' 
quired  from  a  good  nurse  when  her  child  begins  to 
walk  alone;  so  even  the  calmness  and  placability  of 
Lord   Elgin   is  likely  to  be  severely   tried   by   his 
wayward  children  here-theymay  even  quarrel  with 
their  own  bread-and-butter,  to  begin  with. 

Sept.  ^.~Monday.~-l  had  a  day  of  repose  yes- 
terday.    The    gentlemen    went    off  early   to    their 
official  duties,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  rest  myself 
and  gather  up  my  thoughts  a  little.     We  dined  at 
seven,  and  I  went  early  to  bed.     This   morning  an 
English  mail  arrived,  and  we  got  letters.     Cholera 
seems  worse  in  England  than  I  had  any  idea  of- 
that  complaint  has  abated  here.     In  the  afternoon' 
Lord    Elgin    drove    me    in  his    phaeton    to    the 
Cathedral  at  Quebec-a  large  respectable  building 
with  a  good  organ,  remarkably  well  played,  and  the 
smgmg  led  by  the  pleasing  voices  of  young  Quebec 
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ladies  and  gentlemen.  After  church,  we  walked  on 
the  platform  overlooking  the  St.  Lawrence,  where 
there  is  an  extensive  and  beautiful  view.  Before 
going  home,  we  called  to  inquire  after  a  sick  young 

lady  at  Sir  H.  C 's,  and  saw  another  fine  view 

of  Quebec,  with  its  mountains  and  river ;  we  walked 
back  from  thence  two  miles  to  Spencer  Wood.  The 
Sunday  amusement  of  young  men  here  seems  to  be 
driving  about  little  gigs,  or  wagons  as  they  are 
called,  in  the  most  reckless  and  furious  way  possible : 
it  seemed  to  me  as  if  they  would  knock  down  even 
their  Goverrior-General  without  the  least  compunc- 
tion, if  he  happened  to  be  in  their  way  ! 

September  5. — I  did  not  write  yesterday.  In 
the  morning  I  was  absorbed  by  a  file  of  English 
newspapers  down  to  the  eighteenth  of  last  month. 
Alas  !  social  questions  seem  to  be  still  made  of 
secondary  importance  by  the  war.  Not  a  word 
about  the  erring  children,  so  I  conclude  nothing 
has  been  done  to  save  them  from  deeper  crime. 
A  young  man  of  twenty,  at  Dartmoor,  has  made 
a  most  furious  and  savage  attempt  on  the  life  of 
one  of  the  keepers.  Ten  years  ago  that  man  was 
a  child— who  but  the  Parent  State  is  to  blame  that 
he  is  now  a  murderer  ? 

September  6. — In  the  afternoon  of  yesterday, 
I  spent  three  hours  botanizing.  There  are  some 
interesting  plants  in  a    wood  not  far  distant,  par- 
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t.cu  arly  some  ferns,  worth  transplanting  into  our 
English  gardens.      The    Governor-General  opened 
he   Parliament    to-day;    but   as    he    leaves    them 
to  choose  their  Speaker,  preparatory  to  his  speech 
bemg  delivered  to-moirow,  I  put  off  going  till  then. 
I  went  to  call  upon  a  lady  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of 
introduction:  she  lives  for  the  present  (while  out  of 
town)  at  a  cottage  within  a  walk  of  this  place,  where 
I  found  a  garden  with  some  interesting  plants  of 
this  country,  and  one  of  the  most  venerable-lookin^ 
paper  birch  trees  I  have  yet   seen,  for  they   have 
generally  been  straight  and  of  no  great  size;  this 
Las  many   arms   branching  to  the   ground.     Mrs. 
M_  told  me  that  only  yesterday  a  humming- 
Oird  came  to  the   creeper  near  her  window.     I   did 
not  know  they  were  found  so  far  north;  and  I  have 
not  yet  been  so  fortunate  as  to  see  one. 

A  Mr.  Sicotte  has  been  elected  Speaker,  upon  the 
pnnciple  (as  far  as  I  can  understand  it)  by  which  the 
Americans    most    usually    elect    their    Presidents. 
Neither  party  being  able  to  secure  the  election  of 
their  own   man,  they  unite  in  voting  for  an  indi- 
vidual  not  popular  with  either;  so  that  in  practice  a 
popular  election  makes  an  unpopular  choice  :~what 
a  paradox  !    Each  individual  voter  saying  to  himself. 
If  I  am  not  to  have  my  own  man,  no  one  else  shall 
have  /*i.man;'  and  so  nobody's  man  is  the  man 
chosen  :~-is  not  this  an  odd  practice  ?  A  very  stormy 
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night — thunder  and  lightning,  and  rain — very  cold, 
too.  How  lucky  we  have  been  that  the  bad  weather 
has  kept  off  till  now,  when,  in  a  comfortable  house 
with  a  bright  fire,  we  can  rest ;  and,  enjoying  the 
retrospect  of  past  sunshine,  look  forward  to  an  Indian 
summer  for  Niagara. 

September  7. — Another  cold  and  gloomy-looking 
morning,  so  I  wrote  letters,  hoping  for  sunshine 
by  three  o'clock,  when  we  were  to  go  to  Quebec  to 
hear  the  Governor-General  make  his  speech  to 
the  Cc^nadian  Parliament.     The  weather  cleared  up 

in  the  middle  of  the  day;   Captain  H drove  me 

into  the  town,  and  Colonel  I placed  me  with 

Mrs.  and  Miss  I in  the  gallery  of  the  concert- 
room,  where  the  Canadian  Parliament  has  assembled 
since  their  own  houses  were  burned.  The  whole 
place  was  crammed,  and  in  the  gallery  were  nearly 
as  many  ladies  as  gentlemen ;  the  assembly  showing 
the  most  breathless  interest.  Behind  the  throne 
there  is  a  repc^-^rs'  gallery ;  before  it  a  table  and 
chairs  for  the  judges,  of  whom  Mr.  Bowen  is  the 
oldest  in  the  Queen's  dominions.  On  each  side 
were  rows  of  double  desks,  covered  with  crimson,  two 
members  sitting  at  each ;  and  as  they  choose  their 
own  seats,  and  retain  them,  a  man  can  have  his  par- 
ticular friend  by  him  during  the  session — an  advan- 
tage, particularly  in  this  country.  The  ceremony  is 
much  like  that  in  England.     Guns  are  fired  when  the 
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Governor  arrives.    He  read  the  speech  well  and  most 
distinctly,  first  in  English,  and  then  in   French,  the 
House  of  Deputies  standing  at  the  Bar.     I  thought 
Lord  Elgin  was  well  received,  an  air  of  great  respect 
pervading,   and  I  heard  applause  as  he  went   out. 
His  great  ability,  united  as  it  is  with  firmness,  and 
the  most  straightforward  character  possible,  has  been 
of  infinite  value  to  this  rising   country;  although 
party  feeling  and  the  tempers  of  a  few  disappointed 
spirits,  aided  by  an  ill-written  and  abusive  Press,  in 
some  measure  dim  the  brilliancy  of  his  career ;  or 
rather  misrepresent  it  at  this  moment. 

September  8.— At  twelve   o'clock   last  night,  I 

returned    from   Quebec,   after   sitting    almost    nine 

hours,  -watching  the  proceedings  of  the  House   of 

Deputies  with  so  much  interest  that,  for  the  time,  I 

was  neither  hungry  nor  tired.     The  order  of  the  day 

— an  Address  upon  the  Govern  or- General's  speech  ; 

but  this  was  not  brought  forward  at  all  dming  my 

stay,  so  what  happened  after  twelve  o'clock  remains 

to  be  seen ;  but  it  appeared  to  me  the  business  they 

had  in  hand  was  enough    to  occupy  them  during 

the  whole  of  their  first  sitting.     A  Rouge  member 

took  precedence,  by  a  motion  to  the  efiect  that   a 

certain  Timothy  Brodeur,  a  unanimously  returned 

member  for  the  district  of  Bagot,  having  illegally 

acted  as  returning  officer  after  his  election,  and  thus 

returned  himself —  the  said  Timothy  Brodeur  was 
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illegally  seated ;  and  the  motion  therefore  went  on 
to  summon  Timothy  the  returning  officer  to  the  Bai* 
of  the  House,  to  be  questioned   as  to  whether  he 
was  Timothy  Brodeur,  Esq.,  who  was  elected  mem- 
ber for  Bagot,  or  not.     This  motion  was  opposed  by 
the  lawyers  attached  to  the  Government ;  first,  be- 
cause they  knew  nothing  about  the  case ;    secondly, 
because   they  affirmed  it  was  an  act  of  tyranny  to 
oblige    the  said  Timothy  to  give  evidence  against 
himself,  without  any  previous  notice ;    and,  thirdly, 
because   Timothy   Brodeur  the  member  not  being 
proved  legally  to  be  Timothy  the  returning  officer, 
it  would  be  a  breach  of  Parliamentary  privilege  to 
order  a  member  to  the  Bar  without  first  proving  him 
to  be  the  person  required.    Both  sides  of  the  House, 
however,  admitted  there  was  but  one  Timothy ;  and 
it   seemed    to  me,  upon  a  simple,  unlearned  view 
of  the  case,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  quibbling 
and  special  pleading ;  so  that  I,  as  an  unprejudiced 
observer,   should    have   voted   with    the  Opposition 
against  the  Ministry ;  and  I  imagine  Mr.  Hincks, 
the  prime  minister,  was  not  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  grounds  upon  which  his  colleagues  were  battling, 
for  he  kept  out  of  the  way  as  much  as  possible,  and 
took  no  part  in  the  long  debate  which  followed. 
There  were    several   divisions,  in  all   of  which  the 
Ministry  were  beat  by  a  majority  of  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  j    apparently,   the    question    was   not  if 
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Timothy  should  be  questioned  at  all,  but  whether 
he  should  have  time  to  answer  whether  he  was  the 
real  Simon  Pure,  or  not?  And  the  fight  seemed 
to  be  about  the  words  '  immediately,'  or  'to-morrow,* 
or  'next  day/  I  imagine  that  in  England  the 
whole  affair  would  have  been  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  Privileges,  and  not  have  been  allowed  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  Address  upon  the  Q/tieen's  Speech ; 
but  there  appears  such  a  determination  in  the  majority 
to  turn  out  the  present  Ministry,  that  perhaps  it  pre- 
fers to  show  its  strength  upon  this  question  (which 
does  not  touch  upon  the  Governor-General's  speech 
at  all,  and  who  does  not  even  know  the  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  it),  than  upon  the  Address  itself. 
But  of  course  this  is  only  my  conjecture,  founded 
on  the  difficulty,  that  any  truly  patriotic  Canadian 
could  grumble  at  the  speech  delivered  from  the  Throne 
on  Wednesday  last.  It  was  more  than  half-past  ten 
o'clock  before  Timothy  was  fairly  brought  to  the 
Bar  of  the  House.  First  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  wa** 
sent  to  summon  him ;  but  Timothy  only  shook  his 
head  and  remained  unmoved,  (having  the  whole  even- 
ing heard  the  complaints  and  borne  the  attacks 
against  himself  in  the  most  silent  and  imperturbable 
manner.)  Then  the  House  felt  its  dignity  insulted, 
and  another  motion  was  carried,  to  the  efiect  that 
the  Speaker  should  make  out  his  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  the  contumacious  Timothy ;  and  lastly,  the 
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Serjeant-at-Arms,  removing  the  mace  from  the  table, 
walked  up  with  it  to  the  contumacious  member,  who 
then  followed  quietly  to  the  Bar,  and  stood  there 
looking  simple  and  innocent  as  a  lamb — a  gentle- 
looking  old  man,  unable,  I  suspect,  to  speak  English ; 
perhaps  he  only  half  understood  the  business,  after 
all.     He  admitted  that  he  was   Timothy  Brodeur, 
Esq.,   the  member,  and  also  Timothy  Brodeur,  the 
returning  officer ;  and  that  he  was  to  be  paid  twenty 
pounds  for  executing  the  latter  office    in   his  own 
favour ;  but  he  said  the  money  had  never  been  paid 
to  him.    After  this  I  came  away,  leaving  Mr.  Brodeur 
in  the  midst  of  his  questioning ;  and  as  the  Opposition 
hinted  at  two  other  cases  of  the  same  kind  they 
meant  to  bring  forward,  it  was  hardly  possible  the 
answer  to  the  Address  could  be  debated  this  morning, 
so  I  hope  to  hear  it  still. 

The  use  of  the  two  languages,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  different   members  alternately  and  indifferently, 
had  a  curious  effect  to  me.  Sometimes  a  member,  after 
speaking  in  French,  was  asked  to  repeat  in  English 
what  he  had  said  in  French,  and  vice  versa.    It  seems 
that  many  of  the  new  members  understand  only  one 
language,  and  this  must  complicate  affairs  consider- 
ably.    The  manner  in  which  divisions  are  taken  is 
good  in  a  small  assembly,  but  it  would  occupy  too 
much  time  in  our  House  of  Commons.     The  Noes 
stand  up,  and   a  clerk  calls  over  their  names  to  be 


THE   premier's   SPEECH. 


_89 

written  down  at  the  table,  and  then  the  same  process 
18  gone  through  with  the  Ayes.  This  is  advantageous 
for  a  stranger,  as  it  identifies  each  member. 

September  9.-Another  cold  showery  day,  and  1 
preferred   walking    into  Quebec  to   going  in  a  car- 
nage, havmg  had  no  exercise  yesterday.     I  called 
on  Mrs.  Mountain,  the  wife  of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec 
who  sat  by  me  at  dinner  here  on  Wednesday;  and 

then  Captain  H took  me  from  Judge  Bowen's 

into  the  House  of  Deputies.     There  was  great  ex- 
citement,  for  the  news  had  become  generally  spread 
that  the  Mmisters  had  resigned,  and  that  Sir  Allan 
M'Nab  was  forming  a  new  Government.     This  was 
confirmed,  immediately  after  the  House  met,  by  Mr 
Hmcks  himself,  who  moved  that  the  orders  of  the 
day  should  be  postponed  till  Monday,  in  consequence 
of  the  resignation  of  the  Ministers;  and  then  spoke 
for  some  time.     He  gave  a  sketch  of  all  that  had 
occurred  during  his  tenure  of  office  which  bore  upon 
the  state  of  parties;  alluded  slightly  to  the  numerous 
measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  people  and  the 
prosperity  of  Canada  which  had  been  originated  and 
earned  out  during  the  six  years  he  had  administered 
public  affairs;  spoke  feelingly  of  the  base  attacks 
which  had  been  levelled  at  his  character;  and  of 
the  desertion  of   some  former  adherents  who  had 
played  a  base  and    double-dealing   game,  differing 
from  the   open   and  honest  opposition   which  had 
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characterized  the  conduct  of  other  men  whose  motives 
he  respected.    Mackenzie,  that  little  Celtic-looking 
deputy  who  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion, 
had  removed  from  his  own  seat,  and  placed  himself 
in  an  arm-chair  so  as  to  be  nearly  opposite  to  Mr. 
Hincks :  he  took  the  opportunity  of  uttering  a  loud 
'Hear,    hear,'   upon    some  observation,    when    the 
speaker,  immediately  looking  him  full  in  the  face, 
broke  forth  into  a  very  powerful,  animated,  and  sar- 
castic exposure  of  the  bitter  animosity  with  which  Mac- 
kenzie had  pursued  him,  showing  that  he  (Mackenzie) 
uttered  by  various  means,  and  through  numerous 
channels,  the  most  false  and  libellous  accusations,  and 
then  had   ended  by  becoming  his  opponent  at  the 
election ;  '  but,'  continued  Mr.  Hincks,    '  if  I  have 
had  personal  enemies,  they  have  been  more   than 
counterbalanced  by  devoted  friends.    I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  polling  more  than  three  hundred  votes 
when  my  adversary  could  only  muster  twenty-three ; 
and  also  of  being  returned  for  another  place,  with- 
out having  asked  for  one  suffrage  from  the  electors.' 
It  was  generally  thought  that  the  retiring  minister 
erred  only  in  a  too  modest  appreciation  of  the  ser- 
vices of  his  administration.  He  merely  said  that  the 
statute-book   would    show    what  had  been   effected 
during  the  time  he  had  been  employed  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  without  even  pointing  out  that  he 
received  his  office  when  the  people  were  discontented, 
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and  adverse  to  the  nile  of  England;    and  that  he 
gives  ,t  up,  leaving  them  rapidly  progressing,  happy 
and  loyal,  with  railroads  opening  and  opened  in  all 
directions;  the  most  magnificent  bridge  in  the  world 
m  progress,  to  connect  the  opposite  shores  of  the  St 
Lawrence;  matters  which  have  long  been  the  cause 
of  disunion  and  irritation  permanently  and  irrevo- 
cably  put  to  rest;    and   the  revenues  of  the  two 
divisions  of  Canada  trebled  in  amount.     Deeds,  not 
words.     Mr.  Hincks  may  not  have  said  all  he  might 
have  said  for  his  own  glorification,  or  even  for  the 
reputation  of  the  Governor-General ;  but  he  has  left 
his  office,  having  completed  and  carried  out  mea 
«ures  for  which  the  Canadians  will  have  reason  to 
bless  the  rule  of  Lord  Elgin  as  long  as  their  country 
has  a  name;  and,  before  one  winter  has  passed  over 
It,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  will  be  sensible  of 
the  benefits   which    their    late  minister  has    been 
instrumental   in   securing  to  them,  and  who,  upon 
lookmg    round    their    House    of  Assembly,    stands 
almost  as  superior  to  his  detractors  as  Sir  R.  Peel 
once  rose  above  those  who  believed  themselves  equal 
to  attacking  him.    The  House  adjourned  till  Monday 
immediately  Mr.    Hincks  resumed    his    seat;    and 
then  numerous  members— even  Cochon  and  others 
who  had  been  in  Opposition-rushed  forward  to  offer 
their  hands :  it  was  quite  an  interesting  scene,  and 
I  observed  tears  on  the  cheeks  of  manv. 
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I  walked  back  to  Spencer  Wood  over  the  Plains  of 
Abraham,  passing  W^jHc's  Hotel,  and  other  memo- 
rials of  by.gone  events.     The  weatiier  was  cold  and 
threatening ;  we  want  sunshine  much ;  but  I  reached 
home  without  rain  enough  to  annoy  me.     Part  of 
the  way  I  walked  over  boarded  paths,  which  are  very 
common  about  the  towns  instead  of  Hagstone  pave- 
ment.    They  are  much  less  fatiguing,  but  more  ex- 
pensive than  pavement,  as  frequent  renewal  is  neces- 
sary.     I  have  not  yet  attempted  any  sketches  here. 
In  the  first   place,  the  air  has  been  cold,  and  the 
distances  too   hazy;    and    then   I    have   also  been 
occupied   by   the  interest  of  the    present    state  of 
affairs.     I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  arriving  just 
at  a  crisis  which  is   quite  exciting,  and  of  course 
these  circumstances  enable    me    to    study    and    to 
understand  the  state  of  parties  and  the  feelings  of 
the  people  here,  better  than  I  could  do  under  the 

usual  routine.     Colonel  C ,  who  was  a   former 

Secretary  to  the  Governor,  is  here.  He  married  a 
Canadian  lady,  and  lives  wholly  among  the  French 
Canadians.  He  tells  me  they  are  a  most  amiable 
people,  quite  free  from  bigotry  of  a  proselyting  kind; 
that  priests  constantly  visit  at  his  house,  but  there 
never  has  been  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  his  Pro- 
testant convictions,  or  to  evince  any  irritation  upon 
the  subject.  He  has  kindly  invited  me  to  visit  his 
place  of  residence,  near  Montreal,  when  I  leave  this ; 
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and  I  shall  like  much  to  profit  by  what  may  be  my 
only  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
manners  and  habits  of  Lower  Canada,  which  I  be- 
lieve  are  in  many  respects  very  diflerent  from  tliose 
of  the  Upper  Province. 

It  seems  that  poor  Monsieur  Timothy  Brodeur, 
the  cause  of  all  the  disputes  and  excitement  in  the 
Parliament  the    day  before   yesterday,  is   a  deputy 

from   Mr.  C 's  neighbourhood;    that  his   error 

has  been  wholly  owing  to  want  of  knowledge.     He 
was  made  to  come  forward  rather  against  his  ca'u 
inclination,    and   has    sacrificed    his  tastes    and  his 
domestic  enjoyment  to    get  into  this   hot  water- 
poor  man  !     Of  course  he  is  very  much  annoyed. 
It  seems  that  most  of  the  business  of  his  return 
was    conducted  by  another  officer,  but    he  unwit- 
tingly  signed  the    paper  himself,    not    being  aware 
of  the  consequence,  and  the  matter  was  taken  up 
by  another   French  Canadian,  who,  being  a  Rouffe, 
wished,  I  suppose,  to  spite   his  quieter  countryman,- 
but  one  thing  is  certain,  that  Timothy  Brodeur  is 
not  likely  to  attach  himself  to  the  Rouges  after  this 
business.    He  is  an  acquaintance  of  the  new  Speaker, 
Monsieur  Sicotte,  who  was  proposed  by  the  Rouge 
party.     By  the  bye,  he  seems  a  gentlemanly,  quiet 
man,  who  conducts  the  business  pleasantly,  and  who, 
I  should  imagine,  will  be  very  generally  liked  by  the 
members,  though  he  seems  to  have  been  a  man  little 
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known  tiU  he  hapoened  to  be  brought  forward  on 
this  occasion. 

If  this  day  is  fine,  I  shall  make  interest  with  the 
gardener,  and  get  him  to  accompany  me  with  his  spade 
to  a  wood  near,  to  dig  up  some  ferns,  and  then  I  will 
pack  up  the  roots  and  send  them  straight  to  England 
from  hence,  which  I  think  may  give  them  a  better 
chance  of  existence  than  going  all  round  by  Boston. 
Lord  Elgin  is  going  to  have  a  dinner-party  this 
evening,  wher>.  the  twelve  retiring  ministers  will  be 
present.    I  shall  have  the  luck  of  seeing  the  two  Cabi- 
nets ;xll  togfether  upon  two  different  days— the  Outs 
and  the  Ins.   This  will  be  a  fine  opportunity  for  specu- 
lation.  No  one  yet  knows  the  names  of  the  men  likely 
to  be  put  together  by  Sir  Allan  M^Nab,  who  may  be 
considered  the  Lord  Derby  of  Canada;  and  he  will 
have  a  similar  difficulty  as  the  one  which  beset  the 
EngHsh   Conservatives,— for  no  minister  can  stand 
here  who  attempts  to  preserve  the  Clergy  Reserves  : 
whether  right  or  wrong,  the  people  are  almost  unani- 
mous  :n  condemning  them.    So,  as  Lord  Derby  was 
obliged  to  confirm   free-trade  in  opposition  to  thr 
principles   of   his   life,    co  Sir  Allan  M^Nab  must 
sacrifice  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  opposition  to  his.    He 
must   select  a  mixed  Cabinet,  as  his  own  party  is 
otherwiES  too  weak  to  stand,  and  nobody  seems  to 
know  whether  he  will   seek  for  assistance  from  the 
Rouges  or  the  Whigs;    but,  as  extremes  generally 
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meet,  perhaps  he  will  prefer  the  ultra  Radicals,  with 
whom  he  has  voted  to  turn  out  the  last  Govern- 
ment, rather  than  ally  liimself  with  those  who  have 
been  more  provoking,  because  their  opinions  were 
not   so  antagonistic  to  his  own   as    those    of  the 
Rouges.     So  it  is  in  politics  as  well  as  in  religion. 
I  observe  some  people  are  more  tolerant  of  Jews  and 
]\f  ihometans,  than  they  are  of  Christians  who  may 
differ  only  a  shade  from  themselves — just  as  family 
quarrels   are  the  most  bitter  quarrels  of  all.     One 
comfort  is,  the  people  here  have  not  any  ground  left 
now  upon  which  they  can  fight  to  any  very  mis^ 
chievous  degree ;  and  this  happy  agreement  they  cer- 
tainly owe,  in  a  great  measure,  to  Lord  Elgin.     As 
well  as  I   can  guess,  the  present  change  may  be 
attributed  to  a  longing  for  office  in  some  individuals, 
and  a  craving  for  variety  in  others.    People  get  tired 
of  the  best  thing  if  they  have  it  always,  provided 
there  is  any  possibility  of  getting  something  else 
instead ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  many  advantages  of 
our  hereditary  monarchy— the  complete  prevention  of 
change  for  the  sake  of  change.  As  to  purity  of  election 
and  national  choice,  I  have  ah-eady  discovered  that 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  attained  by  American 
institutions,  although  as  a  whole,  ior  a  new  country, 
they  work  very  well ;  and  I  should  not  imagine  that 
the  United  States  would  be  more  prosperous  under 
any  other  form  of  government  than  the  one  they 
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possess ;  still,  many  people  assert  there  is  now  more 
positive  individual  liberty  in  Canada  than  among  the 
Americans.  Of  this  I  have,  as  yet,  had  no  fair 
means  of  judging.  As  the  post  for  England  goes 
to-day,  I  must  leave  the  solution  of  the  ministerial 
crisis  here  for  the  next  mail,  and  let  this  go  as  it  is. 

Yours  aflfectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 

The  English  mail  has  just  arrived,  and  not  one 
letter  for  me !  I  shall  probably  stay  here  ten  days 
longer,  an^  it  is  best  that  everything  should  be 
directed  the  same  until  after  the  ist  of  October, 
when  my  friends  must  address  to  New  York;  till  then. 
Lord  Elgin  will  know  best  where  my  letters  can  be 
sent.  The  sun  has  at  last  appeared,  and  I  am  going 
this  afternoon  to  see  the  Falls  of  Montmorenci.  I 
can  leave  this  packet  at  the  office  at  Quebec  in  my 
way.  I  will  number  my  letters  from  this  time, 
which  will  enable  you  to  tell  whether  they  reach 
England  as  regularly  as  I  send  them. 
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Spencee  Wood,  Quebec, 
September  ii,  1854. 
My  DEAR  Friends, — 

After  sending  off  my  last  letter  on  Saturday, 
Lord  Elgin's  carriage  took   me   into  Quebec;    and 

from  thence  Capt.  H drove  me  to  see  the  Falls  of 

Montmorenci.  I  once  heard  a  waterfell  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  compared  to  Montmorenci ;  but  if  there  is  any 
likeness,  it  is  only  that  of  a  dwarf  to  a  giant.     The 
river  Montmorenci  pours    down,  almost    suddenly, 
more  than  two  hundred  feet— a  height  greater  than 
Niagara.     It  is    received   by  the    magnificent    St, 
Lawrence,  and  the  views  ten  miles  up  it,  to  Quebec, 
and  almost  as  far  down,  to   Cape    Tourmente,  are 
very  fine.     The   drive  home  was  beautiful.     Owing 
to   a   custom  here  of  roofing   churches  and  houses 
with  tin  plates,  the  city  of  Quebec  looked,  in  the  sun- 
set, as  if  gemmed  with  diamonds.    We  had  a  bright, 
frosty-looking  sun,  with  the  air  as  cold  as  in  Novem- 
ber,  in  England.     All   the   ex-ministers  dined  here 
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to-day.  During  the  evening  I  was  told  of  another 
place,  called  Three  Rivers,  between  this  and  Mon- 
treal, where  some  beautiful  scenery  is  accessible.  Bv 
stopping  there  one  day  in  my  way  back,  I  should 
break  the  fatiguing  monotony  of  another  night 
voyage. 

Sunday,  Sept.  10.— We  went  to  morning  ser^-ice 
at  Quebec;  very  cold  drive;  a  sharp  north-easterly 
wind.     In  the  afternoon  we  walked  to  the  Protestant 
Cemetery  upon  the  next  point  above  this  place— a 
beautiful  situation.     We  passed  two  handsome  new 
churches,  ^most  finished,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  each    other;    one   Roman   Catholic,    the   other 
Protestant.     They  were  Gothic,  built  of  the  pleasing 
coloured   grey  stone  of  the  country.     Though  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  around  and  in  Quebec 
are  Roman   Catholics,   one  does  not  hear  of  reli. 
gious  disputes :  since  Gavazzi  excited  an  uproar  at 
Montreal,  I  believe  nothing  of  that  kind  has  occurred. 
I  went  to  call  upon  a  Canadian  lady,  near  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  understands  the  botany  of  this 
country  better  than  any  one  I  have  met  with.     In 
earlier  years,  during  the  time  of  a  former  Lady 

Dalhousie,  Mrs.   M acquired   this    taste  from 

her,  and  she  is  quite  pleased  to  have  it   revived 
She  took  me  to   Quebec,   and  at   three   o'clock,  I 
went  to  see  the  Canadian  Parliament  assemble.    Sir 
Allan  M'Nab  was  announced  as  the  new  minister  • 
having  formed  his  Government  upon  coalition  prin- 
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ciples,    he  has  taken  in  all  the  old  ministers  but 
three;     changing    his    policy     upon     the    Clergy 
Reserves,  &c.   &c.,   from  deference  to  the  general 
voice  of  this  country.      Sir  Allan  is  perfectly  aware 
that  no  Government   can    stand  which  refuses  to 
adjust  the  Clergy   Reserves.     It  is  supposed  that 
there  are  not  now  ten  votes  in  the  House  willing  to 
support  them.     So   it  seems   the  new  Government 
comes  in,  only  to  carry  out  the  views  of  their  prede- 
cessors;   a   strong  proof  that   this  change  is  only 
made  for  the  sake  of  something  fresh.     Of  course 
the  new   ministers  could  not  take  part  in  the  de- 
bates,   as   they    must    be  re-elected.     Mr.   Hincks 
made    a  frank   and   clear  statement,    in   refutation 
of  accusations    which  have    been   freely    circulated 
during  the  last  few  days  to  the  effect  that  he    had 
recommended  his  successor,   and  sold  his  party  to 
him.     At  the  same  time  he  expressed  his  intention 
of  supporting  the  new  administration,  as  long  as  they 
were  willing  to  carry   out  good  measures.     I  re- 
mained in  the  House  till  it  was  time  to  return  to 
dinner  at  Spencer  Wood ;   the  speeches  were  gene- 
rally dull,  excepting  those  of   a  few,   whose  disap- 
pointment and  anger,  at  the  result  of  the  changes, 
created    some    excitement.      One    speaker    actually 
maintained  that  any  attack  out  of  doors  upon  the 
character    of  a  prime    minister,    was    sufficient  to 
render  him  i.>fx  to  continue  in  office,  because  such 
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attacks  weakened  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
agitated  the  country ;— so,  according  to  this  doctrine, 
a  leader  is  to  be  always  at  the  mercy  of  the  men- 
dacious scandal-mongers  of  a  community  ! — a  most 

extraordinary    political    axiom.       Captain     H 

drove  me   and    Mr.  C home;    it  was   a  cold, 

frosty  night,  but  not   quite  so  sharp  as  yesterday, 
when  Dahlias    and    potatoes    were  cut  down;    but 
I   conoole  myself  by  hoping    this   may  be  all   the 
winter  I  shall  get,  if  I  proceed  towards  the   South 
in  December.     It  strikes  me  as  singular  that  the 
weather  should  be  so  cold,  while  the  leaves  are  still 
upon  thq  trees,  for  I  see  none  fallen,  and  only  here 
and  there  a  branch  of  foliage  turning  red  and  yellow. 
September    12.— Yesterday,    a   lady  took   me  to 
visit  at  a  very  pretty  place  called  here  Carouge,  a 
corruption  of   Cap-rouge,  on  the  banks  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  where  the  river  Carouge  falls  into  it.  The 
view  from  the  windows  reminded  of  Colonel  Har- 
court's,  near  Ryde,      I  gathered  acorns  off  two  or 
three  oaks  there,  differing  from  ours :  one  with  the 
mid-rib  of  the  leaf  red ;  and,  ultimately,  I  hope  to 
collect  all  the  American  species.      In  a  wood  near 
the  house,  some  Indians  had  erected  a  wigwam,  ob- 
long in  form,  and  not  very  picturesque ;  it  was  lined 
throughout    with    birch    bark.       The    drive    from 
Spencer  Wood   to   Cap-rouge    along  the   banks   of 
the  river  is  very  beautiful ;  the  villas  between  the 
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road  and  the  banks  belong  principally  to  merchants 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  for  the  edge  of  the 
river  all  the  way  to  Quebec  is  covered  by  rafts  of 
timber,  and  numerous  vessels  are  ready  to  convey 
it  to  England. 

September  13.— I  spent  the  morning  with  my 
old  friend  at  Ash  Cottage.  She  gave  me  many  spe- 
cimens of  the  early-blowing  flowers,  of  which  I  can 
now  only  find  the  leaves,  among  them  the  Mocassin. 
We  afterwards  drove  along  a  beautiful  river  coast 
road,  and  went  through  St.  Toy.  In  the  evening  there 
was  a  ball  here,  attended  by  many  pretty  young 
Canadian  ladies,  who  were  dressed  in  good  taste,  and 
danced  well ;  their  general  appearance  and  manners 
were  beyond  what  is  to  be  commonly  met  with  at 
country  town  balls  in  England.  I  made  the  ac- 
quaintance  of  a  Mr.  Cameron,  who  lives  near  Lake 
Huron,  and  who  promises  that  his  daughters  shall 
introduce  me  to  the  plants  of  that  vicinity. 

September  14.— Lord  Elgin  took  me  to  the  great 
Agricultural  and  Industrial  Exhibition  of  Quebec, 
held  in  a  fine  situation  overlooking  the  river.  I 
saw  some  interesting  things :  one  useful  little  instru- 
ment, not  much  larger  than  a  hoe,  a  kind  of  earth- 
boring  screw,  with  which  you  can  dig  to  the  depth  of 
two  or  three  feet  in  as  many  minutes.  There  were  a 
few  minerals,  and  some  very  pure-looking  gold,  found 
about    sixty   miles    from    hence;  but   unfortunately 
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these  things  were  placed  so  much  in  the  dark,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  see  them.     An  address  was  pre- 
sented to  the   Governor-General,  which,  though  un- 
expected  on   his  part,  he  replied  to,   in   a  speech 
made    with    great    promptness  and    facility.      An 
early  dinner,    with    champagne,  was    prepared    by 
the  committee  for  him  and  the  gentlemen  assembled. 
A  farmer  from  London,  Upper  Canada,  made  a  very 
purpose-like  and  fluent  speech,  and   gave  a  general 
invitation  to  an  agricultural  show  which  is  to  take 
place  in  his  town  on  the  26th   instant.     The  sheep 
were  scanty  and  poor  at  this  exhibition.     I  did  not 
much  admire  the  pigs,  though   some  were  thought 
good ;  but  there  was  a  fine  show  of  Ayrshire  cattle, 
and  very  good  cart  horses;  no  Durham  cattle,  which 
are  not  thought  to  suit  this  country  j  but  the  London 
gentleman  said  they  were  popular  in  his  part  of 
the  world.     I  was  disappointed  in  the  flower-tent  : 
what  they  had    of  flowers  and  fruits  having  been 
almost  destroyed  the  night  before  last,  when  a  storm 
of  wind  blew  down  the  tent  upon  them.     Rain  kept 
off  during  the  show,   but  a  wet  evening  followed. 
One  amusing  part  of  the  scene  was  the  different  fire- 
brigades  with  their   engines,  competing  for  prizes, 
given  according  to  the  height  to  which  they  could 
eject  the  water.     This  part  of  the  affair  was  very  en- 
tertaining  to  a  large  majority  of  the  crowd.    A  great 
number  of  people  from  various  districts  were  present. 
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I  spent  the  afternoon  at  the  house  of  a  very  pleasant 
kind  family,  and  went  to  the  House  of  Deputies  be- 
fore eight  o'clock,  hoping  to  hear  the  conclusion  of 
an  adjourned  debate  upon  the  Address.  I  found 
the  members  engaged  in  conversation  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mackenzie,  the  former  rebel.  He  is  a  singu- 
larly wild-looking  little  man,  with  red  hair,  waspish 
and  fractious  in  manner— one  of  that  kind  of  people 
who  would  not  sit  down  content  under  the  govern- 
ment of  an  angel.  He  has  evidently  talent  and 
energy,  but  he  seems  intent  only  upon  picking 
holes  in  other  men's  coats.  He  spends  the  money 
of  the  colonists  with  great  profusion  for  one  pur- 
pose— printing  returns  from  which  he  hopes  to 
cull  something  which  may  damage  somebody.  He 
moved  last  night  for  the  returns  of  all  names  of  indi- 
vidual shareholders  in  banks,  railroads,  or  companies 
of  any  description !  Some  members  opposed  this, 
as  wasteful  of  the  public  money,  and  useless  to  the 
public  business ;  only  likely  to  minister  to  a  prying, 
morbid  curiosity  about  the  affairs  of  private  persons, 
and  to  be  the  means  of  annoying  individuals  who 
might  not  like  their  investments  to  be  made  a  topic 
of  gossiping  conversation.  Mr.  Mackenzie  ended  by 
adjourning  his  motion.  Upon  the  order  of  the  day 
for  going  on  with  the  debate  about  the  Address,  Dr. 
Rolph  got  up  and  made  what  seemed  to  me  a  very 
pompous  and  unfounded  attack  upon  the  Governor- 
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General  for  having,  upon  his  own  judgment,  selected 
Sir  A.  M'Nab  to  form  the  new  ministry.    Dr.  Rolph 
maintained  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  Crown  to  send  for  any  man  to  organize  a  new 
government  without  the  advice  of  a  minister;  that 
if  the  late  Premier  did  not  tender  his  advice  on  this 
occasion,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  so;  that  if  he 
did  not  tender  his  advice,  it  was   the  constitutional 
duty  of  the  Governor- General  to  have  taken   that 
of  this  person,  or  that  person  (and  here  Dr.  Rolph 
gave  the  names  of  several  gentlemen,  whom  he  seemed 
to  consider  more   fit  for  the  Premiership  than  Sir 
AUan),  and  he  ended   by  saying,  if  none  of  these 
would  do,  'You,  Mr.  Speaker,  ought  to  have  been 
sent  for.^     I  thought  all  this  very  extraordinary,  and 
contrary  to  the  English  modes  of  procedure;  and  so 
it  appeared  did  the  assembly.     I  was  surprised  to 
hear  afterwards  that  Dr.  Rolph  had  been  considered 
one  of  the  most  gifted,  powerful,  and  dangerous  of 
demagogues,  till  the  Governor-General,   by  trying 
him  in  office,  showed  how  little  talent  he  really  post 
sessed.     I  did  not  get  away  till  nearly  midnight,  and 
the  House  adjourned  directly  afterwards. 

September  15.-1  had  intended  to  have  crossed 
over  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  see 
falls  called  the  Chaudiere,  but  the  weather  looked 
gloomy  and  unfavourable,  and  having  other  things  to 
do,  I  put  off  that  expedition  :  and  this  was  fortunate. 
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as  I  should  have  otherwise  missed  Mr.  F ,  whose 

energetic  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  emigrants  from 
England  made  me  desirous  to  know  him:  he  came  out 
a  steerage  passenger  in  the  Cleopatra — a  sacrifice  of 
comfort  he  has  before  made,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining practically  the  treatment  of  emigrants.  He 
is  again  going  west,  for  information  which  may  assist 
the  cause  he  has  espoused ;  and  if  I  had  not  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  see  him  this  morning,  he  would  have 

left  Quebec.     I  drove  in  with  Lord  B and  Mr. 

^ to  the  Government  Office,  and  introduced  the 

latter  to  Mr.  O ,  who  gave  him   an  invitation 

from  Lord  Elgin  to  dine  at  Spencer  Wood.  The 
afternoon  turned  out  very  fine,  and  I  had  a  delightful 
botanical  excursion  across  the  river  to  Point  Levi : 
upon  rocks,  and  along  the  edge  of  the  water,  I  found 
one  of  the  only  two  Primulas  of  America,  the  rare 
Hedysarum  boreale.  Primula  Mistassinica,  Lobelia 
Kalmii,  Gentiana  saponaria,  &c.  &c.,  all  beautiful 
plants,  and  quite  new  to  me.  This  locality  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  the  enthusiastic 
and  intelligent  Scotch  seedsman  of  Montreal.  With- 
out a  hint,  I  should  never  have  found  the  Primula, 
as  it  is,  of  course,  not  in  flower  now.  I  made  two 
sketches — one  of  Quebec,  which  looks  well  from  this 
place,  and  another  of  the  Island  of  Orleans,  with 
Cape  Tourmente,  and  the  mountains  behind  the  Falls 
of  Montmorenci ;  these  can  only  be  seen  from  the 
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opposite  side  of  tlie  river.     Point  Levi  is  a  ramb- 
ling Canadian   village,   where    the    inhabitants   are 
all  Roman  Catholics,  and  speak  little  English.     The 
place  looks  untidy  and  backward  in  civilization.   The 
contrast  is  great  between  Point  Levi  and  hamlets  in 
tlie  United  States :  everything  looks  new  and  hasty 
there,  but  all  is  at  the  same  time  neat,  and  significant 
of  present  and  future  prosperity.      I  found  an  odd- 
looking  conglomerate  rock  along  part  of  the  road  iK,re. 
A  clumsy  dirty  little  steamer  performs  the  part  of 
ferry-boat   between  the  opposite  shores ;   it  is   the 
worst  thing  of  the  kind   I  have  seen  this   side  the 
Atlantic. 

September  i7._Yesterday  an  accident  occurred, 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  more  serious 
consequences :  the  horse  of  one  of  the  gentlemen 
here  fell,  whilst  cantering,  and  rolled  upon  him; 
but,  with  the  exception  of  an  injury  to  the  shoulder,' 
which  obliged  him  to  go  into  barrack,  at  Quebec, 
for  medical  treatment,  no  bad  consequences  ensued! 

I    drove    Mrs.  M in    Lord    Elgin^s    phaeton 

into  the  town.  We  found  the  wind  not  quite  so 
cold.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  very  large  diimer- 
party,  including  the  whole  T  VOativ.;;  Council.  A 
Scotch  gentleman  from  Perth,  oue  ol  the  senators, 
acquainted  with  members  of  our  family  in  former 
years,   invited  me   to  visit  him  at  Bytown,  on  the 
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Ottawa  River,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  Montreal,  and  as  I  hear  much  of  the  beauty  of 
that  flood  of  water,  I  am  going  from  hence  on  Thurs- 
day, taking  advantage  of  the  first  day's  opening  of 
the  new  railroad,  which  will  spare  me  another  stupid 
night  voyage  down  the  St.  Lawrence.     I  shall  see  a 
new  country,  too,  and  do  the  journey  to  Montreal  in 
a  shorter  time,  which   makes  it  worth  my  while  to 
give  up  Three  Rivers  and  the  Falls  of  the  Ilerwnniack, 
and  also  to  leave  this  a  day  or  two  sooner  than  I 
intended,  as  the  cars  will  not  be  available  to  the 
public  in  general  till  about  a  week  later,  and  then 
this  expedition  will  be   only  for  directors,  one  of 
whom  promises  to  take  us.     By  the  bye,  there  was 
a  very  curious  meteoric  light  on  September  13th,  the 
night  of  the  ball  here,  which  attracted   the  notice 
of  all  those  who  came.     It  was,  I  suppose,  a  kind 
of  Aurora  borealis,  a  broad  path  of  shining  white 
light,  extending  east  and  west  from  each  horizon  : 
when  I  saw  it,  there  was  no  flickering ;    it  had    the 
appearance   of   a   beautifully  defined  straight-edged 
zone,  bright  as  a  moonlit  cloud,  and  about  as  wide  as 
the  apparent  distance  between  the  two  constellations 
Lyra  and  Aquila.     It  remained  a  long  time  visible, 
considerably  more  than  an  hour;  but  I  am  not  sure  of 
its  exact  duration.   I  never  saw  anything  like  it  before, 
nor  had  any  one  else  among  all  who  saw  it  here.    It 
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was  not  like  any  Aurora  borealis  I  have  before  seen, 
because  it  appeared  so  stationary,  and  its  du-ection 
was  not  at  all  northwards. 

Septet-ber  1 8. —Bishop  Mountain  preached  yester- 
day; and  after  church  I  went  with   I.ord  Elgin  to 
risit  a  Canadian  lady  of  great  age.  ohe  remembers  the 
Duke  of  Kent  here,  and  Lord  Dorchester  who  was 
four  times  Governor- General.     She  looked  like  one 
of  the  old   Flemish  pictures,  with  her  thick  black 
dress   and   simple  thick  white  cap,  with  grey  locks 
escaping  at  intervals  from  beneath  it;  very  lively  and 
energetic,  though  unable  to  leave  her  room.     She 
was  delighted  with  the  gift  of  a  bouquet  from  the 
Goiernor-General,  in  honour  of  her  natal  day.    She 
spoke  entirely  in  French;  expressed  the  most  lively 
sentiments  of  loyalty  towards  the  Queen ;    and  looks 
to  me  as  if  she  may  live  to  number  one  hundred 
years.     Her  countenance  bore  the  stamp  of  clever- 

ness  and  of  great  originality.     Colonel  I took 

me  to  inquire  after  Captain  H ,  who  is  going  on 

well;  and  T  then  saw  the  fine  strong  citadel,  from 
which  there  are  splendid  views  of  Quebec  and  the 

St.  Lawrence.    Colonel  S embarks  his  regiment 

for  England  next  week,  and  is  so  obliging  as  to  take 
charge  of  a  box  of  plants  and  ferns,  which  I  hope 
may  get  there  in  life.  Some  of  them,  though 
indigenous  here,  I  have  never  seen  in  our  gardens, 
and  being  hardy,  these  will  be  valuable  additions! 
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I  have  found  seeds  of  an  Onobrychis,  I  think, 
of  which  it  is  probable  specimens  have  not  yet  been 
seen  in  England.  It  is  pretty  enough  to  be  a  nice 
addition  to  our  hardy  plants,  if  I  should  be  suc- 
cessful in  introducing  it.  To-day  we  are  going 
on  an  expedition  to  Lake  St.  Charles,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Quebec.  T  am  told  it  is  well  worth 
seeing.  We  left  Spencer  Wood  before  noon.  The 
day  turned  out  wet,  but  it  was  little  more  than 
drizzling  rain;  and  as  there  is  a  merry  party  of 
young  people,  no  weather  damps  their  enjoyment.  I 
first  saw  the  Falls  of  Lorette,  and  upon  the  rocks 
there  found  a  beautiful  and  rare  fern  [Allosoms 
gracilis) :  then,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  preceded 

us,  Mr.   K was  so  obliging  as  to  take  me  to 

visit  a  hamlet  of  civilized  Indians,  one  of  the  Huron 
tribes.  We  missed  seeing  the  chief,  who  was  at 
his  farm,  but  his  squaw  received  us  in  her  neat 
house,  as  comfortably  furnished  as  any  belonging  to 
our  best  farmers.  She  told  us  her  husband's  mother 
was  of  French  origin,  but  that  she  was  pure  Indian. 
Her  age  must  be  about  seventy.  She  has  decidedly 
the  features  of  a  squaw,  but  she  is  extremely  intelli- 
gent,  and  speaks  good  Canadian  French.  This  chief 
has  only  one  son,  but  that  son  has  six  children. 
We  bought  little 'boxes,  baskets,  and  pincushions, 
all  made  out  of  birch  bark  by  Mrs.  Paul  and  her 
husband;   some  of  them,  very  prettily  embroidered. 
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The  people  of  this  village  wear  a  kind  of  half  Indian 
costume;    the   men,  generally,   very  bright   scarlet 
caps.      They  are  Roman  Catholics;  and  a  woman 
showed  us  their  little  chapel,  which  possesses  a  mira- 
culous wooden  Virgin,  which  was  supposed  to  have 
escaped    burning,   when  everything  round  it,  in   a 
former  locality,  was  destroyed  by  fire.     This  place, 
better  built,  and  more  clean  and  orderly,  than  most 
European  villages,  at  once  sets  at  rest  the  question, 
whether  Indians  can  be  induced  to  give  up  a  nomadic 
life.     From  Lorette  to  Lake  St.  Charles,  the  road 
was  but   indifferent.     At  the  house  of  a  habitant 
farmer  we  found  our  pic-nic  party  assembled.    There 
was  an  attempt  to  embark  in  canoes  upon  the  lake, 
which  was  abandoned  because  it  rained  too  heavily. 
The  rest  of  the  party  returned  for  shelter,  but  I 
made  a  sketch    from   under  an  umbrella,  and  dis- 
covered two  or  three  more  plants— another  pretty 
fern,  at  present  quite  unknown  to  roe.    Upon  reach- 
ing the  house,  I  found  a  merry  round  game  going 
on.     We  then  had  an  excellent  dinner;  and  after- 
wards,  to  avoid  a  bad  road  in  the  dark,  we  all  got 
into  the  carriages,  and  returned  as  far  as  Lorette, 
where  there  is  a  small  hotel :  two  fiddlers,  both  of 
Indian  blood,  played  quadrilles  and  waltzes  in  excel- 
lent time ;  ten  or  twelve  couples  were  made  up,  and 
people  were  so  well  content  with  this  amusement,  that 
we  did  not  get  back  to  Quebec  much  before  midnight. 
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ember   19.  — Rain  as  heavy  as  that   of  the 
heaviest  thunderstorm  in  England,  from  six  to  nine; 
and,  when  I  set  out  to  walk  at  noon,  expecting  a  tern' 
perature  cold  as  November,  I  found  shawls  and  wraps 
quite  in  the  way;  it  was  like  a  warm  June  morning; 
such  a  rapid  change  I  hardly  ever  remember,  even  in 
our  changeable  climate.    I  went  to  sketch  a  fine  view 
of  Quebec  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  far  as  Cape  Tour- 
mente,  from   the   citadel :   it  was  very  windy,  and 
even  the  shelter  of  one  of  the  great  guns  was  hardly 
enough  to  enable  me  to  keep  my  paper  from  being 
blown  away.     Afterwards  I  drove  to  see  a  pretty 
place  and  nice  garden  belonging  to   Dr.  Douglas, 
at  Beaufort,  near   Quebec.     Mrs.  Douglas  received 
me  very  kindly,  but  I  was  sorry  to  miss  the  doctor, 
who  went  yesterday  to  the  Chaudiere.     There  is  a 
very  well  conducted  and  comfortable  looking  public 
lunatic   asylum,  in  which  Dr.  Douglas   takes  great 
interest,  adjoining  his  grounds,  which  are  extensive, 
and  laid  out  with  great  taste.     I  returned  to  dine 

with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K at  Quebec,  intending  to 

go  to  the  Parliament  House  to  hear  the  Address 
discussed ;  but  as  the  debate  appeared  likely  to  linger 
on  during  the  night,  and  we  had  a  pleasant  party  InA 
agreeable  house,  I  remained  all  the  evening  where 
I  was. 

September  20.-A  stormy  night,  and  the  weather 
again    bitterly    cold.      I   went    into   Quebec  upon 
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hearing  that  the  Assembly  had  sat  all  night,  and 
were  still  discussing  the  amendment  on  the  Address, 
which,  after  all,  was  only  to  substitute  the  word 
'secularization'  for  ^adjustment/  I  was  fortunate 
in  getting  to  the  House  about  half-past  two  o'clock, 
before  the  adjournment  j  so  I  was  present  at  the  finale, 
when  there  was  a  great  majority  for  the  Ministers, 
and  it  was  agreed,  without  a  division,  that  the 
Address  should  be  carried  up  to-morrow  by  the 
whole  House,  which  should  adjourn  till  four  o'clock, 
Thursday. 

September  21. — Colonel  TuUoch,  the  Government 
Commissioner  for  settling  and  looking  after  the  mili- 
tary pensioners  who  have  had  grants  of  land  in 
Canada,  dined  here.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
improving  their  condition,  and  land  is  not — as  it  used 
to  be — a  misfortune,  rather  than  a  blessing,  to  the 
pensioned  soldier.  This  improvement  is  partly 
owing  to  Colonel  TuUoch's  plan  of  making  the 
grant  to  consist  of  three  or  four  acres  instead  of 
one  hundred,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  when  the 
occupant,  unfit  to  clear  and  bring  into  cultivation 
so  large  a  portion,  was  ruined  by  it.  Now,  the 
smaller  allotments  are  cultivated  garden  fashion ;  and 
one  individual  made  fifty  pounds  last  year  from  his 
three  acres,  principally  by  growing  vegetables  for  the 
Toronto  market.  In  case  of  the  death  of  an  occu- 
pant, his  widow  is  left  in  possession  on  condition 
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that  she  remarries  with  no  one  but  a  soldier ;  and 
no  widow  has  ever  yet  (Colonel  Tulloch  declares)  re- 
mained two  months  without  a  husband.  Such  is 
the  anxiety  for  a  housewife,  that  men  of  fifty  marry 
widows  fifteen  years  older  than  themselves,  rather 
than  remain  bachelors.  What  a  chance  for  anti- 
quated spinsters  wishing  to  change  their  state  ! 

Four  of  the  gentlemen  who  dined  here  yesterday 

sang  Negro  and  Canadian  boat  songs  in  the  evening, 

all  in  good  time  and  tune;   they   are  very  pretty 

airs.       The   71st   Regiment   embarks    for  England 

on  Saturday,  much  regretted  here.       I  think  this 

is  the  most  variable   climate  I  ever  visited.     Last 

night    it    was    bitterly    cold;    this    morning    the 

sun  shines,  and  everything  again  looks  summerish, 

while  yesterday,  no  wraps  could  enable  me  to  stand 

for  ten  minutes  at  the  citadel  to  finish  my  sketch ; 

but  I  am  told  this  month  is   not   usually  so  cold ; 

there  have  been  many  icebergs  seen  lately  near  the 

coast,  and  that  is  supposed  to  be  the  reason  of  the 

unusual  frigidity   we  feel    here.     I    miss  the  furs 

which  were  left  behind  at  Boston,  supposed  to  be 

useless  encumbrances  at  this  time  of  year ;  but  it  is 

to  be  hoped  that,  after  my  return  to  Montreal,  I 

shall  find  myself  again  in  a  warmer  climate.     There 

is  certainly  more  difference  between  the  temperature 

of  the  two  places  than  the  distance  would  lead  one 

to  expect :  here,  the  grass  has  been  extremely  ver- 
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dant  this  summer,  while  at  Montreal  every  blade  was 
burnt  up ;  and  I  saw  nothing  green  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  trees.  T  am  afraid  my  hopes  of  going 
back  by  rail  are  illusory.  Sir  Cusack  Rowney  was 
here  yesterday,  and  he  seems  to  consider  the  line 
wholly  impassable  at  present,  and  likely  to  remain 
so  till  the  1 6th  of  next  month;  so,  instead  of  going 
by  cars  to-day,  I  must  delay  till  Saturday,  and  then 
reconcile  myself  to  the  steam-boat  passage  down  the 
St.  Lawrence ;  now,  I  shall  not  have  time  to  stop  at 
Three  Rivers. 

September  23.— Yesterday  I  was  present  at  the 
Roman   Catholic  Archbishop's    palace,    to    see    the 
assemblage  of  the  clergy  of  that  persuasion,  for  the 
laying  the   first  stone  of  a    college.     There    were 
seven  bishops,  besides  the  archbishop,  all  benevolent 
looking  men.     There  does  not  seem  to  be  much  re- 
ligious bigotry  with  that  Church  here— or  at  any  rate 
it   keeps  out  of  sight — and  the  present  Governor- 
General  does  all  in  his  power  to  maintain  peace  and 
charity  among  the  differing  Churches.      He  made  a 
most  eloquent  and  facile  speech  in  French,  although 
wholly  unprepared.     He  alluded  to  the  vast  progress 
in  the  material  world ;  to  the  marvels  of  electricity 
and  of  steam,  by  the  agency  of  which  the  inhabitants 
of  remote  settlements  are  brought   into  connexion, 
and  railroads  convey  the  luxuries  of  civilization  to 
the  backwoods  of  Canada  and  the  solitary  dwellings 
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Of  the  Far  West.    He  then  reminded  the  assemblage 
of  differing  Christians  that  the  spiritual  empire  of 
religion  and  morality  could  only  be  made  to  keed 
pace    with   material  progress   through    the    cordial 
union  of  Protestant  and  Catholic,  in  the  great  work 
of  educating  the  young,   and   guiding  the  mature, 
by  the  lights  of  piety  and    truth.      The  observers 
and  listeners  of  each  Church  appeared  interested  anp 
pleased,  and  I  trust  something  was  effected  on  this 
occasion    towards  allaying  and  appeasing  their  dif- 
ferences.       I  went  to  make  my  sketch  from    the 
citadel,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  Government 
House,  to  get  a  peep  through  an  open  door  of  the 
ceremony  of  taking   up  an  Address  by  the  whole 
Canadian  House  of  Commons.     It  was  much  the 
same  as  in  England.     The  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
afterwards  presented  a  loyal  address  to  Lord  Elgin 

I  drove  Mrs.  K to  her  father's  house  on  the 

St.  Foy  road,  and  went  to  take  leave  of  Mrs.  Mouta- 
zambert,  in  my  way  back  to  Spencer  Wood.     There 
was  a  party  of  twelve  at  dinner— several  ladies. 
September  23.-Yesterday  I  went  a  long  expedition 

mth  Col.  I ,  to  see  the  Falls  of  the  Chaudiere 

We  crossed  the  ferry  at  Point  Levi,  and  the  drive 
of  about  ten  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  nearly  following  the  line  of  the  new  rail^ 
way  to  Montreal,  is  very  beautiful:  the  St.  Law- 
rence  on  the  right,    streams  and  rivers   occasion- 


"t^woaiV* 


"'mi^'mmmmmmimmmf^r^'^^^imtw 


i     II 


ii6 


QUEBEC. 


ally  flowing  into  it ;  and  rough  cliffs,  and  woods,  and 
hamlets,  all  along  the  left  hand.     The  rocks  in  some 
places  were    shaded    with    soft    grey,   yellow,   and 
brown;    and  all  was  pleasant  but  the  road,  which 
proved  diflBcult,  rough,  and  sometimes   dangerous; 
more  than  usually  so  (I  was  told),  owing  to  the  rail- 
road operations ;  but  the  old  French  Canadian,  and 
his  little  black  horse,  which  drew  our  caliche,  did 
not  seem  at  all  put  out,  by  what  in  England  would 
have  been  thought  impracticable,  even  though  the 
way  was  evidently  not  well  known  to  him,  and  he 
took  us  three  or  four  miles  above  the  Falls  to  a  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Chaudiere,   so  that  we  were 
obliged  to  retrace  our   steps;    and  this,  with  the 
intricacy  of  the  place  itself,   when    we   got  there, 
wasted  some  time.     The  body  of  water  which  comes 
down  is  more   considerable  than  that  of  Montmo- 
renci,  and  the  spray  was  too  wetting  for  us  to  do 
more  than  take  a  glimpse  of  the  Fall  from  above.    I 
believe  we  ought  to  have  been  on  the  other  side,  but 
there  was  not  time  to  remedy  this  mistake,  and  the 
view  we  did  get  was  fine.     We  scrambled  through  a 
thick  forest,  and  came  out,  through  bog  and  brake, 
some  way  from  the  place  where  we  had  left  the  car- 
riage ;  so  Col.  I walked  back  for  it,  and  I  went 

on  to  get  a  sketch  of  the  Chaudiere,  where  it  joins  the 
St.  Lawrence.  The  sun  was  setting  before  we  got  to 
the  shore,  nearly  opposite  Spencer  Wood,  and  if  we 
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had  again    taken  the    roundabout  way,    by  Point 
Levi,  we  might  have  missed  the  last  ferry,  besides 
incurring  the  chance  of  breaking  down  before  getting 
there ;  but  we  were  fortunate  in  finding  a  hospitable 
lumber  merchant  and  his  wife,  who  welcomed  us  to 
their  warm  and  comfortable  fire-side,  and  sent  us  at 
once  across  the  river  in  their  little  boat.    We  landed 
at  a  wharf,  about  two  miles  from  Spencer   House, 
and  got  home  before  eight  o'clock,  so  that  I  had  time 
to  get  some  dinner  and  rest,  before  dressing  for  a 
ball,  given   by  Lord  Elgin,   as  a    farewell  to   the 
officers  of  the  departing  71st  Regiment,  which  is  to 
embark  to-morrow  for  England  {Sept.   23rd).     The 
dance  was  very  lively  and  brilliant,  and  was  kept  up 
till  past  three  o'clock  this  morning.     The  Canadian 
ladies  certainly  amuse  themselves  more  easily  and 
pleasantly   than  we  do;    they  are  more    like  the 
French,   in  their    enjoyment  of  passing  moments, 
and  are  generally  pretty,  natural,  and  well  dressed  , 
so  that  I  have  found  their  acquaintance   agreeable. 
The    Governor-General    went    in    state    to-day,   to 
give  his  assent  to  the  Reciprocity  Bill;   and  that 
glorious    measure    is   now    all  settled,    happily   for 
both  countries.    There  was  a  very  large  dinner-party 
here,  almost  entirely  composed  of  Deputies  and  their 
Speaker ;  and  we  all  went  to  bed  considerably  tired 
with  the  fatigues  of  the  last  week.     I  had  intended 
to  have   departed  by  this  afternoon^s   steamer   for 
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Montreal,  but  since  that  arrangement  was  made. 
Lord  Elgin  has  decided  upon  going  himself  to  Upper 
Canada,  on  Monday,  and  the  railroad  Directors  have 
therefore  made  a  great  exertion  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  him  along  the  new  line,  so  I  shall  benefit 
by  being  of  his  party  as  far  as  Montreal  j  and  thus, 
after  all,  escape  that  odious  night  voyage  down  the 
river,  besides  which,  I  shall  have  an  agreeable  drive 
through  a  beautiful  country  by  daylight,  and  do 
the  journey  in  eight  hours  instead  of  twelve. 

I  will  write  again  from  the  next   place,  which 

will  probably  be  Major  C 's,  St.    Heliers,  near 

Montreal.     No  letters  for  me  again  !     This  L  •  •  - 
disappointing. 

Your  affectionate, 

A.  M.  M. 

I  shall  get  no  letters  now  for  three  weeks,  as 
my  tour  in  Upper  Canada  will  take  at  least  that 
time ;  and  anything  which  comes  here  must  be  for- 
warded to  Albany,  care  of  the  Governor  of  New 
York. 
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MoNTHBAL,  Septemher  27. 
My  dear  Friends — 

By  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  Lord 
Elgin  and  his  suite  were  ready  for  embarkation  in  a 
rowing  boat  which  was  to  cross  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  the  Cove  beneath  Spencer  Wood.  The  weather 
proved  favourable,  less  cold,  and,  though  rather  damp, 
not  rainy.  Quebec  looked  fine  in  the  misty  atmo- 
sphere, the  citadel  looming  above  it,  and  much  ship- 
ping upon  the  river  below.  I  felt  sorry  to  leave 
that  beautiful  place,  but  we  had  an  agreeable  passage 

across;  and  a  little  boy,  the  son  of  Mr.  K , 

only  ten  years  old,  sang  Canadian  boat  songs  with 
great  spirit.  On  the  opposite  shore  we  found  Sir 
Cusack  and  Lady  Rowney,  and  the  chief  conductors 
and  engineers  of  the  Great  Trunk  Railroad,  waiting 
with  a  car.  They  gave  us  a  plentiful  lunch  on  our 
way  to  Richmond,  where  we  joined  the  original  line. 
That  place  and  Melbourne  are  on  each  side  of  the 
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St.  Francis  River,  both  prettily  situated.    This  single 
line  from  Quebec  is  in  so  unfinished  a  state,  that  as 
yet  there  are  no  fences,  and  it  required  some  skill 
and  caution  to  avoid  smashing  the  cattle  which  had 
strayed  upon  the  way.     We  were  often    suddenly 
brought-up  for  this  reason ;   and  once  the  coupling 
of  the  engine  broke,  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
trams,  and  we  saw  the  machine  running  ofl'  from  us 
without  its  followings;  however,  no  harm  ensued, 
we    caught    our    horse   again,   and    it   went  on  so 
rapidly  as  to  complete  our  journey  in  about  seven 
hours.     Opposite  Montreal  we  found  the  Beaver,  a 
powerful   steam^vessel   belonging  to    the  company, 
awaiting  Lord  Elgin's  arrival.     She  took  us  up  (in 
spite  of  the  stream  running  like  a  mill  race)  to  the 
side  of  the  works  for  the  stupendous  tubular  bridge 
which  is  in  progress.     The  Governor- General  laid 
a  first  stone  for  the  second  pier,  in  the  bed  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.     We  were  then  rowed  across  a  rapid 
to  the  first,  which  is  already  a  mass  of  most  beau- 
tiful  solid  masonry,  strong  enough  to  resist  even  the 
winter  ice  and  floods  of  this  gigantic  river.   A  trowel 
was  given  to  me,  and  I  was  invite^  to  put  in  the  mortar 
fjr  a  corner-stone  of  twelve  tons  weight,  which  we 
then  saw  lowered  into  its  place ;  to  remain,  as  far  as 
human  eyes  can  judge,  as  long  as  the  world  lasts. 
The  material  used  is  a  hard   black-looking  limestone 
(and   I  heard  of  organic  remains  being    sparingly 
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dispersed  in  it)— probably  Silurian.  After  much 
cheering  for  the  Queen  and  the  Governor-General, 
and  the  future  Victoria  Bridge,  we  steamed  up  the 
river  again,  and  landed  Lord  Elgin  at  the  Lake 
Champlain  railroad  station,  Albany,  being  his  best 
route  for  London,  Upper  Canada,  where  he  goes  to 
attend  an  agricultural  meeting.  My  Canadian  ac- 
quaintance, Mr.  K ,  brought   me    here    to    his 

sister's  house,  which  I  find  a  pretty  villa,  rather  out 
of  the  town,  with  an  extensive  garden  overlooking 
Montreal  and  the  St.  Lawrence. 

September  28.— I  went  yesterday  to  seek  out  all 
my  baggage,  which  came  up  by  the  steamer,  as  it 
could  not  readily  be  carried  over  chasms  in  the  rail- 
way.    After  visiting  Lady  R ,  and  the  intelligent 

seedsman  Shepherd,  at  whose  house  I  saw  some  very 
good  drawings  executed  by  his  daughter  (both  flowers 

and  figures),  I  returned  to  Mrs.  J 's,  and  after 

lunch   she    and  Mr.  J ,  with  the  other  gentle- 

men,  took  me  a  drive  to  see  the  cemetery,  which  is 
being  established  upon  a  finely- wooded  hill,  about 
three  miles  from  Montreal.  We  drove  back  by  the 
light  of  a  brilliant  young  moon,  which  promises  well 
for  my  three  weeks'  tour  in  Upper  Canada.  This 
morning  I  spent  in  the  town  of  Montreal,  making 
some  arrangements  and  re-packing  my  baggage,  so  as 
to  forward  everything  which  I  do  not  require  for  Upper 
Canada,  to  await  my  arrival  at  Albany.     At  three 
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o'clock,   Mr.  J took  me  to  the   Ferry  Wharf, 

where  we  found  Major  C ,  whose  place   I    had 

engaged  to  visit.  After  crossing  the  river,  we  had 
about  twenty.five  miles  of  railroad  to  his  newly-built 
house,  St.  Hilaire,  on  the  Richelieu,— a  river  as  wide 
as  the  Thames  at  Battersea.  A  sweeping  curve 
brought  us  up  to  the  station,  after  going  over  a 
bridge.  We  had  passed  by  the  farms  and  holdings 
of  habitans  attached  to  another   seigneurie,  before 

reaching  that  of  Major  C ;  but  all  these  small 

farms  are  monotonous,  bare-looking  strips  of  land, 
without  a  twig  of  shelter  upon  them.  The  forests 
have  been  mercilessly  extirpated,  and  these  people 
have  left  themselves  denuded  of  wood,  and  with  land 
worn  out  by  their  short-sighted  policy  of  squeezing 
all  they  can  out  of  it,  and-  giving  nothing  in  return. 
This  valley  was  once  rich  and  productive.     The  good 

example  of  Major   C ,  and  the  advantages  of 

the  railroad,  may  in  time  induce  these  inoffensive 
but  ignorant  people  to  cultivate  instead  of  racking 
their  land;  at  present,  I  should  hardly  have  sup- 
posed  they  could  draw  from  it  even  a  scanty  sub- 
sistence.  These  seigneuries  are  of  great  extent  in 
square  acres;  but  the  ground  having  been  let  on 
from  father  to  son,  at  a  rent  almost  ^nominal  (about 
twopence  an  acre),  any  arrangement  that  will  change 
a  system  so  antiquated  as  their  manner  of  farming, 
must  be  a  good  one  for  both  landlord  and  tenant. 
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Some  kind  of  adjustment  like  that  which  was  re- 
commended in  the  speech  of  the  Governor-General, 
will  probably  be  made  by  the  Legislature  this  session. 

Major  C has  built  a  pretty  Elizabethan  house, 

which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  serve  as  a  model  for  an 
improved  style  of  architecture  in  this  land  of  ugly 
edifices :  it  is  backed  by  the  fine  river  Richelieu,  and 
about  three  miles  in  front  are  the  well  wooded  and 
picturesque  mountains  of  Belleisle,  which  belong  to 
his  seigneurie ;  they  stand  alone,  in  the  flat  district. 
There  is  the  Mount  of  St.  John,  probably  of  vol- 
canic origin,  but  looking  like  a  peaked  barrow, 
about  seven  miles'  distance;  but  otherwise  the 
country  is  level    as    far   as    Montreal:    and    from 

the    summit    of  Major  C 's    hill    the  view  is 

most  extensive  on  every  side,  embracing  four  rivers 
and  four  lakes — the  St.  Lawrence,  Ottawa,  Riche- 
lieu, and  Yamasee  rivers;  Lake  Champlain,  that  of 
the  Two  Mountains,  Lake  Richelieu,  and  Lake 
Chambly. 

September  29. — Major  and  Mrs.  C took  me 

after  breakfast  to  walk  about  the  mountain,  and  to 
see  the  hotel  he  is  building,  in  a  very  pretty  situa- 
tion, upon  the  lower  part  of  it.  I  found  some  in- 
teresting plants,  and  made  sketches — one  of  a  small 
lake  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountain,  which  is  believed 
to  fill  up  an  extinct  crater.  Basaltic  and  other 
igneous  rocks  scattered  about   are  evidences  of  the 
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nature   of  these  hills ;  and  one  feels  grateful  to  an 
outbreak  which  has  so  beautified  the  landscape.    Ex- 
cellent apples  grow  in  the  numerous  orchards  at  the 
base  of  Belleisle,  and  here  the  people  make  a  good  deal 
of  cider,  besides  manufacturing  maple  sugar  in  quanti- 
ties during  the  month  of  April.  I  saw  no  flowers  about 
the  plank-houses,  and  their  absence  throws  an  air  of 
desolation  over  the  hamlets ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  their  inhabitants  have  a  winter  so  long 
and  tedious,  that  during  a  short  summer  the  time  of 
the  men,  and    of  the  women  also,  is  so  occupied  by 
necessary   agricultural  and    domestic  labours,    that 
they  have  none  to  bestow  upon  floriculture.    Driving 
home  T  saw  many  little  wooden  troughs  under  the 
trees  in  the  forest;   I  thought  at  first   that  they 
were  for  pigs  to  feed  from,  but  they  are  receptacles 
for  the   maple   sugar.      Young  trees    produce    the 
whitest  and  purest  syrup ;   and  a  frosty  night,   fol- 
lowed by  a  bright  sunshiny  day,  is  the  only  weather 
which  induces  a  good   flow  of  sap.     I  do   not  see 
why   we    could    not   make   maple    sugar   in    Eng- 
land,  unless  it  is  that   the  sun  is  not  sufficiently 
powerful  during  our  spring.      I  saw  a  large   closet 
at  St.  Hilaire,   filled  with  cakes  of  varying  purity; 
they  looked  very  like  a  coarse  brown  soap.      In  the 

house.  Major  C has  his  office  for  the  seigneurie 

—resembling  the  magistrate's  room   of  an  English 
country  gentleman  ;  and  Mrs.  C has  her  room 
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for  the  reception  of  the  poor  who  are  sick  or 
sorry,  where  she  affords  them  aid  and  advice. 
She  is  much  beloved  among  them,  but  never  gives 
money.  This  place  will  be  very  pretty  when  finished, 
and  as  complete  and  comfortable  as  the  residence 
of  an  English  Squire.  It  is  brick,  with  stone 
ornaments ;  and  the  interior  is  fitted  up  with  carved 
oak,  appropriate  to  the  Gothic  style  of  the  building. 
After  spending  a  pleasant  day,  I  took  the  cars  at 
three  o'clock,  and  returned  to  my  friend's  house 
at  Montreal  by  eight  in  the  evening. 

Sept.  30. — Silver  Heights,  Banks  of  the  Ottawa. 
— I  left  Montreal  to  embark  in  a  steamer  at  La 
Chine,  whither  we  went  by  the  railroad— a  beau- 
tiful  drive.  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  Ottawa 
another  lake-like  river,  extending  in  both  directions, 
and  looking  as  if  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
could  never  contain  its  waters,  while  there  is  much 
greater  beauty  and  variety  on  its  own  shores.  The 
first  part  of  our  voyage  of  thirty  miles  was  a 
splendid  one:  we  reached  Carillon  about  three 
o'clock ;   there  I  found  a  note  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

F :  and  Captain  W ,  with  his  two  daughters, 

drove  me  to  this  place.  It  is  now  twenty-five  years 
since  he  became  a  settler.  At  that  time  the  un- 
dertaking of  building  and  clearing  must  have  been  a 
fearful  one ;  but  they  have  now  a  fine  farm  and  an 
enjoyable  home,  to  which  steam  and  electri'itv  al- 
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ready  add  the  comforts  of  society,  and  afford  a  rapid 
communication  with  the  world;  but  whon  Captain 
and  Mrs.  W,  as  a  young  couple,  sat  down  in  the  bush 
what  a  store  of  patience  and  energy  must  have  been 
reqmred  to  endure  and  to  conquer  the  diiBculties  of 
then-  situation  !     As  we  proceeded,  there  were  some 
Indian   villages   at   intervals  on  the  river  banks- 
pnests  landed  occasionally  from  our  boat,  and  once 
I  saw  two  comfortably  clothed   squaws,  with  long 
cloaks  and  baskets  of  wood  at  their  backs,  get  into  a 
canoe  at  the  edge  of  the  water;  but  wigwams  and 
tomahawks  seem  almost  out  of  date  hereabouts 
Octoier,.-Vfe  left   Silver  Heights  yesterday; 

Captam  W kindly  drove  me  in  his    wagon  to 

Grenvme,  that  I  might  be  spared  ten  miles  of  a 
rough  coach;  for  the  rapids  here  prevent  any  navi- 
gabon  of  the  river  between  GrenviUe  and  clrillon 
As  we  were  rather  too  soon  for  embarkation,  I  walked 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ottawa,  and  picked  up  some 
cunous-lookmg  fossils  out  of  the  clay  slate.     It  was 
about   five  o'clock  when  the  boat  reached   Petite 
Nation.   A  finely-wooded  shore  extended  all  thewav 
but  no  striking  features  in  the  landscape.     As  we 
disembarked  from  the  steamer,  I  saw  a  squaw,  with 
her  papoose  wrapped  in  her  blanket.     She  did  not 
seem  to  comprehend  a  word  of  French  or  English 
and  soon  paddled  away  in  a  canoe  with  her  husband' 
who  was  dressed  like  the  other  peasants,  and  I  should 
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hardly  have   recognised   him  as  an  Indian.     People 
speak  of  the  'extermination'  of  the   savages;  but  I 
should  rather  say  that  the  race  is  bein,^  amalgamated 
and  absorbed  in  that  of  civilized  men.     It  is  said 
here  that  the  priests  rule  the  Roman  Catholic  Indians 
with  a  rod  of  iron;  that  they  do  not  permit  them  to 
accumulate  property,  but   that  the  Church  keeps  a 
hold  over  their  means ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
despotic  rule  of  ecclesiastics  at  Claire  Point  (an  Indian 
settlement  we  passed  yesterday),  the  people  are  fast 
emigrating  to  Bytown ;  but  still  it  appears  to  me  that 
Roman  Catholicism  is  best  adapted  for  civilizing  the 
Indians.     The  latter  place  derives  its  name  from  a 
Captam  By,  who  was  the  Government  Superintendent 
of  the  Rideau  Canal,  which  extends  from  this  part  of 
the  country  to  Kingston.     The  city  is  in  future  to  be 
called  Ottawa.    M.  Papineau  received  me  very  kindly 
Petite  Nation.     It  is  not  more  than  five  or  six  years 
since  he  was  his  own  architect,  and  built  the  pretty 
stone  house  he  now  inhabits  with  his  family,  after  he 
gave  up  political  life.     This  has  been  a  wet  day ;  but 
I  am  fortunate  in  being  detained  in  a  place  where  I 
can  benefit  by  the  conversation  of  an  agreeable  and 
weU-mformed  host.     Speaking  about  the  proposed 
arrangement   of  the  seigneuries,  M.  Papineau  fears 
that    the   preponderance  of  Upper  Canada  in  the 
Legislature  may  lead  to  an  unjust  solution  of  that 
question.     It  is  proposed  to  make  the  seigneurs  sell 
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their  reserved  lands,  he  says.  Where  a  man  has 
purchased  a  seigneurie  at  a  price  which  has  never 
been  remunerative,  expecting  one  day  to  make  a  fair 
interest  for  his  money,  it  would  be  injustice  to  en- 
force  a  sale,  just  as  the  approach  of  civilization  is 
giving  value  +-  ^he  purchase;  but  even  if  the  Cana- 
dian  represeu, :  are  regardless  of  the  rights  of 

individuals,  I  cannot  believe  that  any  English 
Governor-General,  much  less  the  present  one,  would 
give  his  sanction  to  any  act  of  spoliation. 

October  2.~A  very  pleasing  and  intelligent  young 
cure  drank  tea  here  last  night.  He  told  me  that 
there  is  an  Indian  encampment  squatted  down  on 
the  other  side  the  river,  and  I  shall  hope  to  go  and 
see  it. 

After  breakfast.  Monsieur  Papineau  took  R 

and  me  across  the  river  to  visit  the  Indians  and 
their  wigwams,  so  it  seems  they  are  not  quite  extir- 
pated from  this  part  of  the  country.  These  people 
belong  to  the  tribe  of  Alloconquins,  once  so  powerful 
along  the  shores  of  the  Ottawa.  They  were  desig- 
nated as  the  'great  nation/  and  were  generally  fierce 
and  warlike ;  but  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by 
the  seigneurie  of  M.  Papineau,  the  French,  upon 
their  first  visit,  found  a  peaceable  and  gentle  settle- 
ment of  natives,  whom  they  designated  as  '  La  Petite 
Nation  /  hence  the  present  name  of  the  place.  With 
these  inoffensive  savages  the   strangers    fraternized. 
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and  in  consequence,  their  fiercer   brethren  of  the 
Indians  raided  the  war-whoop,  poured  down  in  num. 
bers,    and  with  fire  and  tomahawk  destroyed   the 
Petite  Nation,  and  murdered  nearly  all  their  white 
guests.     Upon  this  occurrence,  the  French  Govern- 
ment gave  up  any  attempt  to  settle  on  these  shores 
and  refused  permission  to  individuals  to  do  so      It 
was  not  till  after  the  English  conquest   of  Canada 
that  the  Ottawa  river  became  by  degrees  the  resi- 
dence of  Europeans.     There  were  only  a  few  wig. 
wams  at    the  place  where  we   landed;    we    spoke 
to  an  old  woman  and  her  two  daughters,  who  were 
making  boxes  of  birch  bark;  and  to  a  young  and 
rather  pretty  squaw,  with  her  baby  and  her  husband, 
who  was  busy  prepaing  the  skin  of  an  elk  for  mo-' 
cassins.     They  all  spoke  French  a  little;  and  being 
acquainted  with  M.  Papineau,  they  did  not  shun  con- 
versation.     The  woman  was  the  same  who,  when  I 
spoke  to  !.er  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  shook  her 
head,  and  pretended  not  to  understand  me;  and  this 
It  seems,  i.  a  common  habit  if  they  are  addressed  by 
strangers.  All  the  Indians  I  have  yet  seen  are  warmly 
and  comfortably  clad ;  a  blanket  or  dark  cloak  being 
their  outer  covering,  and  they  have  good  strong  shoes 
and  stockings.     M.  Papineau  says,  the  accusations  I 
heard  made  against  the  priests  at  Point  Claire  are 
unjust;  that  they  only  use  their  influence  to  prevent 
the  savages  from   destroying  themselves  by  'Fire- 
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water ;'  and  that  the  evil  inclined  complain  bitterly  of 
this  check,  and  go  off  elsewhere  to  indulge  those  drink- 
ing propensities  which  will  be  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the 
race.     After  seeing  the  encampment,  we  landed  on 
the  small  island  of  Vagit ;  there  I  found  interesting 
plants  and  river  shells,  and  made   a  sketch  of  M. 
Papineau's  pretty  Scotch-looking  house,  with  its  two 
towers  and  high  roof.     The  wind  freshened,  so  that 
we  were  soon  obliged  to  hasten  to  the  shore  again, 
and  returned  in  time  for  the  two  o'clock  family  dinner ; 
after  which.  Monsieur  and  Madame  Papineau,  with  the 
lady's  sister  and  sister-in-law,  took  me  to  see  a  very 
handsome   and  well-built  family  chapel,  and  mau- 
soleum, in  the  grounds.     The  style  is  solid  simple 
Gothic,  with  a  low  belfry,  like  the  Welsh  churches. 
The  interior  has  a  beautiful  roof,  flying  timbers ;  and 
one  or  two  stained-glass  windows,  over  the  door  and 
over  the  altar,  give  all  the  light  that  is  admitted. 
Each  side  is  filled  up  by  large  plain  black  slabs  of 
marble,  upon  one  of  which  will  one  day  be  inscribed 
the  names  of  those  who  then  stood  around  me.     I 
liked  this  little  burying-place  better  than  anything  of 
the  kind  I  have  before  seen. 

October  2. — A  very  wet  day,  the  wind  blowing 
and  the  rain  raining.  When  it  does  rain  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  the  down-pour  is  more  continued 
and  violent  than  with  us ;  but  then  there  are  very 
seldom  three  wet  days  in  succession. 
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October  3.-After  breakfast  this  morning,  Ma- 
dame   Papinean    took    me  to   walk  in    the  forest, 
which  hk«  that   behind  Mr.   Loring's  house  near 
Beverley,  ,s  interspersed  mth  fine  roeks  of  sienite. 
It  18  now  rather  too  late  for  wUd-flowers  in  this 
part  of  the  country;  but  I  fonnd  some  teautiful 
ferns    and  the  first  snake  I  have  seen  in  America 
ghded   away   from    our    path;   it    was   long   and 
dender,  black,  marked  with  vivid  green,  and  it  was 
not  disagreeably  near  to  us.    Pretty  little  ground 
squirrels   ran  about   among   the    rocks;  they    are 
less  agile  than  ours,  and  want  the  bushy  tail    but 
they  are  beautifully  striped :  I  also  saw  a  black 
and-white  species  of  woodpecker,  and  a  partridge 
though  birds  are  generally  scarce.     The  afternoon 
proved  very  wet,  but  M.  Papincau  kindly  aecom-  • 
panied  me  to    the  little  wharf,    to   wait   for  the 
steamer  to  Ottawa  city.     We  sat  for  a  considerable 
tmie  m  the  parlour  of  the  French  Canadian  auberge 
as  bad  weather  had  made  the  vessel  rather  lato 
than   usual;  and  we  were  almost  drenched,  whilst 
only  walking  over  the  small  wooden  pier  to  the  boat 
where  It  was  not  without  a  feeling  of  regret  that 
I    took    leave    of  my    eom-teous    host,    who  with 
his  famdy  had  made  me  so  kindly  welcome  to  his 
forest-home.      The    evening   soon    closed   in,    and 
I    was    vexed  to  pass  up   another   fine    river   in 
the    dark.      Monsieur    Papineau   had  speeded  my 
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departure  in  the  rain,  and   Mr.  M came  with 

his  carriage  to  meet  me  under  the  same  disagreeable 
circumstances. 

Wednesday,  October  4. — The  moon  was  hid  by 
clouds,  and  rain  poured  down  as  fast  when  we  left 
the  boat    as    when    we    got    into    it,    almost   wet 
through  by  having  waited  five  minutes  on  the  shore  j 
but  the  sun  shines   out  this  bright    frosty  morn. 
Having  heard  much  of  the   scenery  round  Ottawa, 
I  was  at  first  disappointed  at  the  bare  look  of  the 
place  itself;  for,  excepting  a  small  tract  of  forest 
left  near  this  house,  the  axe  and  saw  have  cleared 
away    every    tree    around    it;    and    the    buildings 
straggle  on,  nearly  all  the  same  in  form,  though  of 
varying    material    and    size;    some    were    built    of 
wood,  some  of  brick,  and  some  of  a  coarse  kind  of 
granite,  speckled  by  garnets.     When  the  interme- 
diate spaces  sbfJl  be  filled,  (which  is  in  a  fair  way 
of   being  accomplished,  for  buildings  are  rising  up 
in  all  directions,   and  one  very  pretty  Elizabethan 
house  is  erecting  for  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Mackay's, 
which  will  set  the  example  of  a  more  picturesque 
style    of  architecture) — a  large    city  will  stand  at 
the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Ottawa,  Gatineau,  and 
Rideau.    The  present    town    will    then    change   its 
former  ugly  name  for  that  of  the  Ottawa,  the  largest 
of  these  three  fine  rivers ;  on  the  banks  of  which 
it  has  sprinkled  itself  to  the  extent  of  about  three 
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miles,    reaching  to  a  handsome  suspension   bridge 
which  crosses  the  torrent  very  near  the  spot  where 
it  tumbles   down    a    ledge   of  rocks    packed    over 
one   another   in    tabular  masses.     These    falls    are 
very  grand,  second  only  to  Niagara.     At  one  place 
the    stream,  after    tumbling    over,    enters    a    large 
circular  hole,   and  vanishes  beneath  in  a  whirlpool. 
Each    side    the   river,   slides    of   water    have    been 
formed,  down    which   the  rafts  rush   so    furiously, 
that,  though  the  men  upon  them  look  perfectly  cool 
and  unconcerned,  I  should  not  much  like  to  be  in 
their  company.     What  a   turmoil  of  waters  there 
must  be   at  other   times,  since   now  that   they  are 
considered  very  low,  the  rush  I  see  is  so  magnificent! 
I    suppose    it    is    well  to    visit    these    falls    before 
Niagara,  but  it  is  worth  while  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
for    these    alone.      About     thirty    years    ago,    the 
gentleman  at  whose  house  I  am  now   staying,  was 
at  these   rapids  late  in  the   evening,  with  a  lady 
now  of  my  acquaintance,  and,  upon  her   expressing 
a  wish  to  stand  on    a  tabular    rock  which   divides 
one  of  the  larger  falls  from  the    caldron  below,  he 
carried  her  across  upon  a  drift-plank  at  tke  edge  of 
the    torrent.      It  was    only  by  the  same  way    that 

they  could  return ;  and  Mr.  M allows  that  at 

the  moment  he  repented  his  daring,  for  one  inch 
on  either  side  would  have  been  fatal  to  both. 
However,  the  lady  preserved  her  composure,  and  he 
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his  courage,  and  so  they  repassed  in  safety ;  but 
he  afterwards  confessed  to  his  wife  that  he  shuddered 
upon  looking  at  the  place  by  daylig],t— for  it  was  by 
the  light  of  the  moon  this  feat  was  performed. 
Last  year,  a  raft  containing  nine  men  was  wrecked 
just  above  the  Falls.  Thousands  of  spectators 
crowded  the  banks,  and  by  means  of  ropes,  the 
poor  fellows  were  rescued ;  but  one  was  dragged  so 
far  through  the  torrent,  that  he  was  brought  sense- 
less  to  the  shore. 

Friday,  6/A.— This   moniing,  one   of  the  young 

Mr.  M 's  drove  me    about  eight   miles  up  the 

shores    of  the    Gatineau,   (in   some    places  over  a 
corduroy  road,  in  which  the  holes  were  deep  enough 
to  have  smashed  an  English  carriage,)  to  see  some 
falls  upon  that   river,  which,  if  not   finer  than  the 
Chaudit^re  or  the  Ottawa,  are  still  more  strikingly 
situated :    a   series    of  falls    and   rapids   two    miles 
in    length,   backed    by    hills   of    untrodden   forest, 
and  as  yet  unencumbered  by  saw-mills  and  water' 
slides,  can  be   seen  from   the  ascent  above.     It  is 
certainly    the  most  beautiful  view  I    have    visited 
in  this  fine  country.      There   is  also  a  lake  near ; 
but  time  was  wanting    to    reach  the   spot;    and  I 
believe  few  people,  except  trappers  and  raftsmen,  have 
as  yet  penetrated  farther  up    this  river.     The  post 
this  day    has    brought    us    news  of  the  successful 
landing     of    the    army    near    Sebastopol.     I    may 
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possibly    hear  no    more    till    we    get    to    Niagara. 
Montreal    papers    describe    Lord    Elgin's    [)rogre88 
through   Upper    Canada,   where  he    seems  to   have 
been  extremely  well  received  ;  met  by  loyal  addresses 
at  every  place,  and  answering  them  by  impromptu 
political,  social,   and     agricultural  speedies,    which 
read  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  carefully  prepared. 
I  have  waited  long  here,  vainly  hoping  to  be  over- 
taken by  a  missing  trunk,  in   which    arc   all  my 
books,  paper  for  plants,  and  other  things  of  every- 
day requirement :  it   was  left    behind   at   Montreal, 
entirely  owing   to  the   intended   care  which   every- 
body evinces  for  our  interests,  so  that  we  find  it  the 
most   difficult  matter    possible  to  take  care  of  our- 
selves.     Parcels  are  taken   from   our  hands,   boxes 
carried  off  or  retained,  baskets  and  tin  cases  put  aside, 
and  we  never  know  whether  the  luggage  is  right  or 
wrong,  cither  in  the   United  States  or  in   Canada, 
because  every  gentleman   takes  it  into   his  charge. 
American  ladies  are  so  accustomed  to  be  watched  and 
waited  upon,  that  an  independent  Englishwoman  is 
quite  in  despair  at  being  treated  as  if  she  could  not 
take  care  of  her  own  concerns.     I  never  mislaid  and 
lost  so  many  things  in  the  travels  of  my  whole  life, 

as  have  been  dropped  or  left  behind  since  R and 

I  landed  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.     We  never  know  ' 
when  our   baggage    is    accompanying   us,    or  when 
it  is  lagging  behind ;   but  usually  t        thing  turns 
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«P  again  in  due  time.     We  must  leave  this  place 
at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow,  by  the  Rideau  Canal 
for  Prescott,  or  we  may  not  be  able  to   proceed 
before  the  middle  of  the  week;  and  though  I  give 
up  seeing  Lake  Huron,  ten  days  will  be  required  to 
go  by  Belville,    Coburg,    Toronto,  and    Hamilton, 
before  we  shall  reach  Niagara.     The  season  is  now 
gettmg  late,  and  I  much  fear  the  great  beauty  of 
the  foliage  will  have  passed  before  I  reach  the  Falls 
Some  trees  have  already  lost  their  leaves— a  change 
which  has  occurred  rather  earlier  than  usual,  owing 
to  the  storms  of  the  first  few  days  of  this  month. 
Opposite  the  window  at  which  I  am  writing,  I  now 
see  crimson  maples,  orange  birch,  and  scarlet  oaks, 
interspersed  with  dark  fy-s  and  bright  green  beech' 
and  silver  stems  glistening  here  and  there,  makiug 
this  corner  of  a  primeval  forest  in  itself  a  picture. 
Some  of  the  charred  black   stumps,  too,  are  always 
to  be  seen  here  and  there  standing  up;  at  times  they 
look  like  black  points,  or  like  gigantic  figures  among 
the  trees.     I  sympathize  now  more  than  ever  with 
poor  Mrs.  Moodie.     '  Life  in  the  bush  '  must  indeed 
be  a  hard  life  for  any  civilized  woman  to  go  through. 
With  aU  the  aid  that  capital  and  strong  arms  can 
give,  clearing  is  slow  work,  and  one  sees  land  that 
has  been  years  in  cultivation,  still  covered  over   at 
intervals  by  great  black  stumps,  which  look  as  if 
they  might  yet  keep  possession  of  the  ground  for 
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the  next  twenty  years.     It  is  impossible  to  grub 
them  up  without  such  an  outlay  of  time  and  trouble 
as  is  out  of  the  question;  and  they  have  already 
been  charred  and  girdled  till  their  durability  has 
been  the  more  confirmed :  so  between  rocks,  and  bogs, 
and  timber,  it  takes  a  weary  time  before  the  poor 
settlers  can  grow  more  than  a  sprinkling  of  potatoes; 
and  I  am  now  fully  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  Colonel 
Tulloch's  plan,  of  giving  only  very  small  portions 
of  land  to  pensioners,  that  an  old  soldier  may  be 
prevented  from  attempting  a  hopeless  amount   of 
exertion,  which  wastes  his  strength  without  repaying 
him  in  food.     StUl  this  country  is  a  fine  field  for 
capital  and   talent.     Young  engineers    make  their 
fortunes  rapidly.     The  overlooker  of  a  mill  receives 
one  pound  a  day ;  a  good  foreman  or  clerk  five  or 
six  hunted  pounds  per  annum ;  and  any  tolerable 
workman  may  earn  his  doUar  or  two  each  day— more 
than  some  of  our  naval  or  military  officers  receive. 
With  a  small  capital,  and  a  good  recommendation, 
any  active  young  man  must  prosper  in  Canada ;  but 
industry  and  teix^perance  are  just  as  necessary  here 
as  elsewhere;  and  those  who  fancy  they  may  make 
money  without  earning  it  are  worse  off"  in  America 
than  in  England. 

Sunday  Night,  October  28~Ottawa.~l  went  to 
an  Episcopal  church  here  this  morning;  there  was 
a  large  congregation.     The  service  very  respectably 
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conducted;  a  small  barrel  organ  accompanied  voices 
in  good  tune.     Protestants  and   Roman   Catholics 
are   about   equal  in  numbers  here,   and  there    are 
chapels  of  various  denominations.     One  or  two  con- 
vents  of  Grey  Nuns,  and  some  Jesuits,  have  made 
this  place   their   head-quarters.      It    is    a  healthy 
situation,    and   no  cholera  has    made   its     appear- 
ance,    though    it  has  prevailed  much  at  Montreal. 
Hull    on  the  other  side  the  suspension  bridge,  was 
settled  before  By  town;  it  will  eventually  be  a  mere 
suburb  belonging  to  Ottawa  city.     The  population 
here  is  a  mixture  of  Scotch,   Irish,  French  Cana- 
dians, and  Upper  Canadians,  with  a  few  Germans  and 
Americans.     Bytown  is  in  Upper  Canada-Hull  in 
Lower;  so  the  Ottawa  divides  the  two  provinces!   I 
will  leave  this  letter  to  go  from  hence,  as  we  start  by 
the  early  steamboat  to-morrow  for  Prescot^and  this 
IS  probably  the  best  locality  from  which  To  ensure 
the  transmission  of  a  packet  for  England,— so   I 
close  in  haste. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 

Ottawa  Cn^,  on  the  Ottawa.  Uppbe  Canada. 
October  8,  1854. 
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LETTER  X. 

LAKE    ONTAEIO. 

CoBouBG,  Lake  Ontabio, 
Ti/r  -r^  October  12,  18^4. 

My  dear  Friends,—  ^ 

I    write  uow  from  another  hospitable  villa 
on   the    borders  of  this  inland  sea.     I  heard  the 
sound  of  waves  on  the  shore  last  night,  as  on  a  calm 
summer  evening  at  Brighton.     There  has  not  been 
one  minute  in  which  I  could  put  pen  to  paper  since 
we  left    Bytown,   now   Ottawa    city.     During  this 
journey  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  is 
no  dependence  to  be  placed  upon  the  hours  or  the 
distances  named  to  a  traveller  in  Canada  or  the  United 
States ;  you  may  be  informed  as  to  the  usual  hour  for 
the  departure  of  a  steamer,  and  yet  she  sets  forth  half 
an  hour  before,  or  she  may  arrive  at  a  point  whence  to 
start  again  at  five  minutes^  warning,  two  hours  after 
she  was  expected.    When  we  embarked  (with  all  Mr. 

^ 's  experience)  we  reached  the  Rideau  Canal  ten 

minutes  too  late  for  the  vessel,  which  went  off  sooner 
than  was  expected;  but  as  there  were  four  locks  to  be 
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cin  :  *  ''-""^  ""'"^^^w  -  -i™-  off  to 

catch  her  at  some  convenient  point,  but  at  the  distance 
of  two  mdes  she  came  up  to  us,  having  already  been 
eft  behmd.  The  only  misfortune  was,  that  as  she 
could  not  come  close  to  the  shore,  wc  had  to  reach 
her  by  means  of  a  raft,  which  happened  to  be  moored 

"t  the  edge  of  the  water;  both  R ^nd  I  got 

moused  over  our  ankles.  We  were  all  day  in  wet 
t  mgs  the  stove  not  being  powerful  enougl  to  d^ 
18.  However,  the  excitement  and  interest  of  travel 
Img  are  so  conducive  to  health,  that  we  caught  no 
cold,  though  in  addition  to  wet  feet,  we  had  ',1^ 
afternoon,  and  the  vessel  was  so  small  and  close,  that  I 
pr^cd  staying  on  deck  under  an  umbrella  to  the 
sneiter  oi  a  crowded  oahin      T4. 

xuwuea  caDin.     It  was  consolinff  that 

views.     We  passed  one  fall,  and  when  wcgot  L 
the  wide  calm  stream  of  the  river  itself,  its  banks 
were  mteresting.     Here  I  fir.t  .      * 
„„.*       /.  **  **"  true  swamps- 

wastes  of  water,  with  occasional  cedars,  stumps,  and 
reeds,,  blasted  or  sickly-looking  t,.es  and  shrubs  1 
Pearmg  at  mtervals  above  the  surface.     To  mv  sur 
pnse  among  the  submerged  vegetation  I  saw  no  J 
and  then  log-eabins,  with  the  heads  of  women  and 
chUdren  peeping  out  of  the  doors  or  windows-not 
Indians,  but  Europeans.     What  beings  can  they  be 
"'■'"=''°°^^  to  inhabit  such  places  in  a  countiy  where 
there  is  certainly  no  lack  of  dry  location,  !     These 
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spots  looked  like  the  personifications  of  ague  and 
yellow  fever;  but  sometimes  the  banks  of  the  Rideau 
are  embellished  (like  all  American  rivers  at  this  season 
of  the  year)  with  thickets  of  scarlet  and  gold,  each 
beautiful  form  and  shape  dressed  in  the  most  gorgeous 
colours  possible  to  imagine.      I  suppose  it  is  the 
hotter  sun  and  sudden  night  frosts  which  tint  the 
foliage  with  hues  of  a  brilliancy  unknown  to  us, 
though  I  suspect  we  have  not  exactly  the  same  trees' 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  in  our  gardens.     The 
sugar  maple,  the  soft  maple,  and  the  scarlet  and 
white  oak,  are    the    chief  pigments  for    colouring 
American  forests.     I  should  like,  as  an  experiment, 
to  plant  enough  of  these  together  in  England  to  see 
if  they  would  dress   themselves  as  becomingly  on 
our  side  of  the  Atlantic :  the  Virginian  creeper  does 
so;  and  then  we  could  shade  them  with  copper  beech, 
which  would  make  the  picture  still  more  beautiful! 
The  Prince  Albert  steamer  is  little  worthy  of  its 
royal  designation,  for  it  is  the  smallest  and  dirtiest 
vessel  I   have  seen  in  Canada,  excepting,  perhaps, 
that  wretched  ferry-boat  at  Point  Levi;  but  the  rail' 
roads  are    superseding  canals,  and  ah-eady  there  is 
not  traffic  enough  to  pay  any  company  for  good  ac- 
commodation.    I  found  on  board  an  agreeable  lady 
fVom  Norfolk,  who  has  settled  with  a  brother  in 
this  country,  near  Ottawa.     She  regrets  I  did  not 
visit  the  pretty  place  of  her  relative,  about  six  miles 
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above  the   Falls    at  the  suspension  bridge.      This 
lady  had  an  excellent  English  maid,  who  was  made  so 
happy  by  meeting  with  mine,  that  as  mistresses  and 
maids  suited  equally  well,  we  agreed  to  fall  in  with 
each  other  (if  possible)  again  at  Hamilton,  in  order  to 
visit  Niagara  together.    I  disembarked  at  Brookville, 
with  a  host  of  German  emigrants,  all  of  whom  being 
unable  to  speak  either  English  or  French,  they  were 
under  the  guidance  of  a  conductor,  who  appeared 
careful  of  his  charge.   But  there  were  not  carts  or  car- 
riages  enough  to  convey  these  poor  people,  with  then- 
great  boxes  and  their  bedding;  and  when  we  got  to 
the  railroad-station  at  Kemp  Town,  three  miles^  dis- 
tance, the  train  was  delayed  more  than  two  hours,  until 
the  emigrant  party  could  be  brought  up ;  so  instead  of 
our  reaching  Prescott  early  enough  to  cross  over  to 
the  hotel  at  Ogdensburg,  on  the  American  side   the 
St.  Lawrence,  before  sunset,  the  ferry-boat  did  not 
put  us  and  our  baggage  on  shore  till  dark.     Not  a 
carriage  or  a  cart  was  to  be  seen  upon  the  landing, 
place,  and   we  thought  ourselves  in  a  desperate  fix. 
However,  a   good-natured  woman,    who    had    also 
crossed  over,    and  who    was    acquainted  with    the 

locality,  set  off  with  R ,  while  I  stayed  in  charge 

of  the  baggage.  They  returned  with  an  old  Irish- 
man,  driving  his  small  cart.  He  was  very  civil,  and 
succeeded  in  guiding  our  little  party  across  a  rotten 
plank  bridge,  and  then  took  us  safely  through  the 
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dark   and  rather  difficult  streets  to   a  comfortable 
hotel.     Canada,  and  this  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
will  now  advance  rapidly  under  happier  circumstances^ 
but  hitherto  it  has  evidently  been  kept  back  and 
misgoverned,  materially  as  well  as  morally;    and  in 
consequence,  everything  on  each  side  the  water  is 
twenty  years  behind  other  American  shores— hotels, 
conveyances,  cultivation,  habits.     During  our  deten-' 
tion  in  the  railway  cars  at  Kemp  Town,  I  listened 
with  interest  to  a  long  political  conversation  among 
some  Upper   Canadian  gentlemen.     They  spoke  of 
Lord  Elgin's  late  visit  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  they  said  that  it  was  a  well-merited  triumphal 
progress,  for,  in  their  opinion,  he  had  proved  himself 
the  most  honest  and  able  Governor  that  had  ever 
ruled  them ;  and  that  his  giving  up   the  reins  must 
be  a  matter  of  regret  to  all  reasonable  Canadians. 
But  (they  remarked)  he  has  so  ordered  the  Govern- 
ment  that  it  must  now  be  our  own  fault  if  edls  are 
not  rectified,  and  if  our  country  is  otherwise  than 
prosperous;  for  we  have  now  a  truly  free  and  consti- 
tutional  executive,  whilst  till  within  these  last  ten 
years  our  freedom  has  been  a  fiction.    Only  time  and 
patience  are  now  required,  that  we  may  learn  how  to 
use  our  power  of  self-government  to  the  best   ad- 
vantage.    They  spoke  of  the  probability  that  the 
seat  of  government  would  eventually  be  fixed  either 
at  Ottawa  or  Toronto. 
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There  is  a  proposal  now  before  the   Legislature 
for  erecting  a  Parliament  house,  and  all  buildings 
necessary  for  the  executive,  at  the  former  place.  But 
in  spite  of  the  rapidity  with  which  everything  is 
done  in  America,  it  must  require  many  years  to  pre- 
pare  the  necessary  accommodation  at  Ottawa,  though 
the  growth  of  Canada,   and  its  central  situation, 
may  ultimately  point   to    that   place  as  the    best 
capital  of  the  country.     The  city  has  several  hills, 
which  would  admit  of  strong  fortifications.     Three 
fine  rivers  afford  the  advantage  of  immense  water 
power,  and  there  are  railroads  in  progress,  which  will 
be    the  means  of  rapid    communication   in   every 
direction.     It  has  good  limestone,  excellent  clay  for 
brick-making,   and  virgin    forests,    extending  hun- 
dreds    of  miles    towards    Hudson's  Bay,    with    an 
active   and  energetic   population  of  about  sixteen 
thousand,  carrying  on  thriving   woollen  manufac- 
tones,  and  gigantic  saw -mills.     The  terminus  of  the 
Rideau  Canal  is  surrounded  by  fine  scenery :  I  can 
hardly  imagine  a  place  more  likely  to  become  the 
site  of  a  great  and  thriving  city. 

Neither  Quebec,  nor  Montreal,  nor  Toronto,  offers 
aU  these  desiderata,  though  the  latter  place,  in  ten 
years,  has  increased  its  population  ninety-five  per 
cent.  I  can  imagine  a  vast  empire,  embracing  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  having  for  its  capital 
'  Ottawa,'  and  with  its  ports  upon  the  sea-coast  and 
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tbe  St.  Lawrence,  becoming  one  day  a  power  equal  to 
the  United   States ;  these  two  great  nations,  each 
encouraging    a  wholesome    rivahy   in  the    arts    of 
peace  and  good  government,  content  to  be  agreeable 
and  hospitable  neighbours,  without  envying  or  covet- 
ing each  other's  possessions,  but  setting  an  example 
to  Europe  of  Anglo-Saxon  perseverance  and  industry. 
This  may  be  no  more  than  a  pleasant  dream;  it 
may  be  that  nations  will  never  be  convinced  that 
there  is  a  more  noble  game  than  that  of  cutting 
throats  and  robbing  fellow-creatures.     Still,  I  have 
better  hopes  from  civilization  and  progress ;  those  who 
live  twenty  years  longer  will,  perhaps,  be  convinced 
such  hopes  are  not  fallacious;   in  the   meanwhile 
there  is  no  harm  in  hoping  the  best.     I  might  have 
written  this,  in  no  very  good  humour  with  things  as" 
they  are,  for  our  journey  to  Cobourg  was  the  least 
agreeable  of  any  journey  I  have  yet  made,  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic. 

Being  told  we  must  be  ready  to  meet  the  Lord 
Elgin  steamer  at  Prescott,  by  seven  o'clock.  Wed- 
nesday  morning,  we  crossed  over  exactly  at  that 
hour;  but  it  was  half-past  nine  before  the  boat 
arrived,  so  for  more  than  two  hours  we  had  to 
stand  waiting  on  the  wharf;  luckily  the  sun  shone, 
and  It  was  not  very  cold.  When  the  steamer  took 
us  on  board  we  passed  successfully  through  the  Thou- 
sand Islands,  and  beautiful  they  are :  of  every  pos- 
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sible  form,  and  in  size  from  an  acre  to  several  miles, 
they  lie  glowing  and  gleaming  upon  the  blue  waters, 
making  the  most   singular  labyrinth  in  the  world. 
Of  course  we  could  not  see  the  half  of  them.   Arrived 
at  Kingston,  we  changed  our  steamer  for  that  called 
the    Bay  of  Quinte.     Upon   one    of  the  smallest 
islands  a  solitary  man  has  resided  in  a  tiny  cabin 
for  years ;  he  seldom  looks  at,  or  is  seen  by,  the  pass- 
ing vessels.  He  raises  no  flowers ;   apparently  he  has 
not  even    a  potato  ground    in  cultivation.     What 
can  he  do?     1  saw  nothing  like  a  canoe;  and  it 
does   not    seem  that   he    even  visits   the    opposite 
shores.     A    fine    moonlit    evening    succeeded    our 
brilliant  morning :  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  we 
hove-to  to  take  in  wood  from  an  island  of  consider- 
able extent,  belonging  to  Lord  Moimt-Cashel,  which, 
I  was  informed,  is  in  the  market :  it  is  extremely 
fertile,  and  has  a  village  with  a  church  belonging 
to  it.*     By  midnight  we  reached  Belville— another 
dreary  Canadian  town,  where,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  captain's  assistance,  we  should  have  again  been 
without  a  vehicle;  he  was  so  obliging  as  to  get  a 
small  waggon  of  his  own,  with  a  quiet  horse,  which 
I  was   able  to  drive ;  and  thus  we  reached  a  small 
hotel,  from  whence  we  were  told  a  good  coach  would 
start  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  Cobourg ; 

♦  Here  we  had  entered  in  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  ao  called 
from  a -Frenchman  who  first  navigated  it. 
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but  no  bed,  wore  to  be  had  :  we  .'^^^T^^^^i^ 
-th  only  a  hard  ,of«,  and  a  few  harder  chair,    I 
1  was  not  unwilling  to  start  at  the  appointed  hour 
m  near  thj.e  the  house  was  in  an  uproar  with  t^e 
nose  „ade  by  smoking  and  drinking  customed 
was  s«  before  the  eo.oh   (whieh   turned  „„t    h 
roughest  covered  waggon  I  ever  travelled  in)  came 
to  *e  door;  and  then,  without  any hrcakfast/excep 
«  cup  of  na.,erable  tea  and  a  few  biscuits,  procured 
at  a  stopp,ng.place  by  the  way,  we  were  jumbled 
ov  r  very  bad  roads,  forty.five  instead  of  th  rty-fi  e 
nu  es   to  Cobourg,*  glad  to  turn  ont  of  our  nncom 
ortaWe  vehicle  about  five  o'clock.     We  found  Z 
difficulty  .n  procuring  beds  at  the  hotels,  owing  to 
an   agr,eu,tn.al  meeting  that  day,  and  a  steeple. 
chase  wh,ch  was  ridden  yesterday;  but  I  had  letL 
which  procured  „s  the  hospitable  reception  I  have 
found  .n  this  house;  ar.d  a  delightful  expedition   o 

» the"    1       '"*"''' '  "'''"''  "'  ^  ~-Pensatio„ 

for  the  unpleasant  journey  from  BelviUe.  Mrs  H 

kmdly  took  a  drive  of  fourt^n  miles,  to  show  me 
tha    charmmg  lake  village,  which  has   only    been 

settled  about  eight  vears     A  h„if  ,      ■ 

«>.»    I.    V      ,^     y®*"^-    ■*■  half-pay  colonel  was  the 

first  who  bought  part  of  the  Rice  Lake  shore  where 

-  ™-*^^  ''■^:^notherpJea^  ^^^ 

place.  '         '^'"'  °°'"''"'  't  to  tte  latter 
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his  neiglibours,  and  now  there  ia   a  thriving  village, 
with  its  hotel   and   church,  in   the  most   beautiful 
situation   possible.      This    lake  may    be    about   as 
large  as,  or  larger  than,  Windermere.     Indians  still 
live  upon  its  shores ;  one  of  their  villages  is  nearly 
opposite,  and   a  fine   bridge  for  the   Peterborough 
railway  extends  three  miles  over  the  middle  of  the 
lake.     We  crossed  the  Trent  River,  which  flows  from 
it,  upon  a  bridge  some  miles  farther,   on  the  Bel- 
ville  road;   the  country  from  thence  is  highly  cul- 
tivated.    We  passed  fields  of  turnips,  and  orchards 
loaded  with  apples,  between  Cobourg  and  Colburn ; 
but  twenty  miles  from  Belville  the  land  looks  poor 
and  dreary,  and  very  little  cleared  from  Htumps  and 
fallen  timber.     Cobourg  itself  is  a  clean,  regularly- 
built  small  town,  with  three  pretty  good  hotels,  and 
mai  y  shops  well  supplied.     A  steam-boat  will  take 
us  to  Toronto  at  night;    it  is  about   sixty  miles' 
distance  on  Lake  Ontario. 

October  14.— I  slept  on  board  the  Maple-leaf 
last  night,  although  we  reached  Toronto  before  eleven 
o'clock ;  but  there  were  comfortable  '  state-rooms,' 
and  I  had  found  so  much  inconvenience  from  landing 
at  night  in  strange  places,  that  I  was  glad  to  accede 
to  the  captain's  proposition  for  our  sleeping  in  the 
vessel.  He  greatly  relieved  my  mind  by  an  assurance 
that  the  unhappy  Arctic  was  not  sunk  by  collision  with 
the  Cleopatra,  which  must  have  been  hundreds  of 
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miles  distant,  but  that  it  was  a  French  propeller  with 
which  she  came  in  contact.     It  does  seem  an  extra- 
ordinary recklessness  which    causes   these   dreadful 
occurrences,  when    railroad    whistles    would    guard 
against  them.     Why  are  they  not  attached  to  every 
vessel?    They  are  universally  used  upon  the  American 
lakes,  and  the  captains  tell  me  they  can  be  heard  at 
ten  miles'  distance;  yet  we  submit  to  the  risk  of  our 
vessels  running  one  another  down,  rathor  than  make 
use  of  this  reasonable  precaution,  just  as  we  retain 
our  separate  railroad  carriages,  at  the  risk  of  being 
burned,  or  murdered,  or  doubled  up,  rather  than 
travel  in  long  cars,  or  have  a  line  of   communi- 
eation  through  the  small  ones.     I  heard  the  other 
day  that  one  of  the  public  carriages  used  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic  costs  750/.,  but  as  that  holds  from 
sixty  to  eighty  passengers,  I  imagine  it  is  less  expen- 
sive than  our  compartments  which  hold  six  or  eight ; 
and  in  the  larger  ones  we  have  the  advantage  of  ready 
eommunication,  and  I  think  more  air  with  less  dust. 
We  left  Cobourg  about  one  o'clock,  and  it  was  a 
pleasant  voyage  along  this  sea-like  lake  to  Toronto. 
This  large  town  is  so  English  in  habits   and    ap- 
pearance,  that  I  can  hardly  believe  myself  visiting 
the  capital  of  Upper  Canada.     We  are  in  a  com- 
fortable  hotel,  kept  by  a  Mrs.  EUah,  who  came  from 
Plymouth,  and  was  originally  housekeeper  to  Lord 
Seaton.      She  is  very  happy  to    see  English  cus- 
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tomers,  and  we  feel  at  home  in  her  house.  It  was 
a  wet  morning  when  we  landed;  but  in  the  afternoon 
I  drove  to  see  the  cemetery,  which  in  Canada,  as  in 
all  the  towns  in  America,  appears  to  be  placed  on 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  s;.ot8  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. That  at  Toronto  is  called  Bon-vale.  A 
stream  runs  through  the  pretty  dell  which  forms 
part  of  the  enclc3ure,  and  this,  with  the  hills  above, 
forms  the  burying-ground.  It  is  about  two  miles  from 
the  town,  and  is  also  named  St.  James's  Cemetery. 
Here  I  found  (in  seed)  a  smaller  Anemone  than  that 
which  grew  at  the  spot  appropriated  for  the  same 
purpose  at  Hull,  overlooking  the  great  Falls  of  the 
Ottawa— the  only  two  localities  in  which  I  have 
found  Anemonies. 

October  15.— Fine  early,  but  like  a  cold  March 
day  in  England.  The  north-westerly  wind  was 
high,  having  much  the  sharpness  of  our  easterly 
breezes.  This  hotel  is  a  large  square  red-brick 
building,  in  what  is  called  Front-street,  facing  the 
bay.  A  railroad  runs  between  it  and  the  water, 
which  here  looks  like  a  river  not  much  wider  than 
the  St.  Lawrence,  the  indentation  from  the  lake 
is  so  deep.  I  see  nothing  like  a  mountain  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  even  at  any  distance  from  Toronto; 
and  the  forests  by  which  the  town  is  backed  are  at 
too  great  a  distance.  The  country  for  some  miles 
round  is  flat,  well  cleared,  and  in  good  cultivation ; 
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but,  with  the  exception  of  the  little  dell  I  visited 
yesterday,  there  is  no  other  attraction  of  scenery 
than  the  ocean-like  waters  of  Ontario;  but  the 
streets  are  wide  and  well  laid  out.  When  polished 
a  little,  Toronto  will  be  a  noble  city,  though  Ottawa 
may  hereafter  vie  with  it  as  one  of  the  capitals  of 
Canada. 

October  16. — The  cathedral  here  is  a  pretty  new 
church,  in  style,  early  perpendicular.  It  was  built 
by  a  young  architect  from  England,  of  the  name  of 
Cumberland,  and  is  very  creditable  to  his  taste.  The 
eastern  termination  is  an  apse  rather  than  a  chancel. 
I  thought  the  windows  particularly  good,  and  they 
will  be  beautiful  when  a  little  painted  glass  is  intro- 
duced, Avith  a  due  regard  to  harmonious  colouring ; 
this  happily  must  be  done  in  small  compartm.ents, 
as  the  glass  is  already  thus  arranged :  it  is  almost 
entirely  in  patterns  formed  by  triangles,  with  a 
small  cross  in  the  centre  of  each  circular  termina- 
tion ;  but  these  triangular  panes  are  so  varied  in  size 
and  shape  (although  there  are  few  much  larger  than 
the  old  diamond  pane)  that  a  pretty  light  design  is 
the  result  of  these  different  combinations ;  the  lead 
^hich  divides  and  unites  them  is  very  small  and 
light.  A  service  was  performed,  half-an-hour  longer 
and  half-an-hour  later  than  any  at  Quebec ;  so  that 
I  did  not  think  it  so  well  arranged  here  as  there, 
where  it  was  conducted  with  equal  attention  to  the 
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ordinary  routine,  but  without  tedium.     Yesterday 
was  bitterly  cold,  so  that  I  heaped  on  e  ery  wrap 
in  my  possession;    and  if  this  is  only  a  foretaste 
of  a  Canadian  winter,  I  feel  happy  at  the  idea  of 
escaping   from  it;    for,  though  every  one  teUs  me 
about  the  delights   of  sleighing   in   clear,   bright, 
frosty  weather,   that  does  not  sound  tempting   to 
me.     This  morning  I  saw  the  new  University,  and 
at  the   Parliament-house  Professor  Hincks  showed 
me    his    commencement   of  a  museum  of  natural 
history,   already   containing    some   very   interesting 
.specimens.     -, 

October  ly.-I  left  Toronto  at  two  o'clock  yes- 
terday  by  the  Highlander.  Having  been  assured  that 
.we  should  reach  Hamilton  in  daylight,  I  was  weak 
■enough  to  be  again  deluded  by  uncertain  or  false 
mforraation;  but  the  steamer  stopped  so  often  at 
various  towns  and  settlements  (among  them  Port 
Credit  and  a  pretty  little  place  called  Oakville), 
that  it  was  quite  dark  before  we  arrived;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  my  friend  Miss 

C and  her  nephew,  who  came  down  to  the 

wharf  with  their  carriage  to  take  charge  of  me,  I 
should  have  put  up  with  any  accommodation  on 
board,  rather  than  have  run  the  risk  of  another 
landing  like  those  at  Ogdensburg  and  Belville,— not 
only  disagreeable,  but,  as  it  appears  to  me,  really 
dangerous;  for  on  these  wharves  there  is  nothing  to 
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protect  strangers  from  walking  over  the  edge  into 
the  water;  and  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  Cobourg,  a  poor 
young  woman,  carrying  her  infant  (although  she  had 
her  husband  with  her)  stepped  off  the  side,  and  was 
drowned,  with  the  child,  before  any  assistance  could 
be   afforded  her.     I  was  hospitably  received  at  the 

house   of   Mr.    B ,   and   passed   an   agreeable 

evening. 

October    18.— -When  I  came  down  to  breakfast 
yesterday,   I  was  told  the   reason  of  all  the  bell- 
ringing  and  firing  I  heard  last  night;   having  been 
so  accustomed  to  noise,  I  went  to  sleep  without  any 
idea  that  news  had  arrived,  after  I  went  to  bed,  about 
a  great  victory  over  the  Russians,  and  the  taking  of 
Sebastopol.      This    came    by  telegraph  from  New 
York;  and  about  midnight  the  Mayor  and  inhabit- 
ants   assembled,  amid    cheers   for  the   Queen  and 
groans  for  the  Czar,  to  fire  a  salute  of  twenty-one 
guns;  and  no  place  in  England  could  evince  more 
joy  and  loyal  feeling  than  the  town  of  Hamilton,  at 
the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontario.     I  understand  there 
were  equal  rejoicings  at  Toronto,  where  a  large  bon- 
fire was  added,  to  mark  the  event;  but  some  touch 
of  sorrow  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  the  Russian 
Emperor's  ambition  among  his  people,  and  anxiety 
about  our  own  gallant  friends,  makes  us  rejoice  with 
trembling.    It  is  impossible  not  to  dread  the  details, 
while  we  are  thankful  for  the  results. 
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Yesterday,  I  was  taken  a  beautiful  drive  of  six- 
teen miles  out  to  Ancaster,  an  older  settlement  than 
this.     We  first  went  up  what  is  here  called  the 
mountain-a  cliff-like  hill,  supposed  to  have  once 
been  bounded  by  a  vast  sheet  of  water,  which  covered 
this  whole    country;    so  that    the  northern  shore 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  up  to  Quebec,  was  then  also 
another  limit.     In  our  way  back  to  Hamilton,  we 
came  by  a  fine  Macadamized  road,  descending  gradu- 
ally, in  a  manner  which  reminded  me  of  Haldon-hill, 
in  Devonshire;   beautiful  wooded  park-like  ground' 
gullies,  and  ravines,  on  our  right  hand,  terminated 
by  a  high  mountainous  ridge,  along  the  side  of  which 
the  London  railroad  is  carried,  passing  by  the  settle- 
ment of  Dundas,  which  has  already  a  population  of 
about  five  thousand,  which  has  located  itself  in  a 
pretty  valley  between  the  hills.     Passing  along  this 
district,  I  could  imagine  myself  in  a  well-cultivaied 
picturesque  part  of  England,  if  the  superabundance 
of  timber  and  the  'snake  fences'  (containing  more 
wood  upon  fifty  acres  than  we  should  use  to  fence 
five  hundred    in  the  old  country)   did    not    speak 
plainly  of  American  forests.    Before  the  lapse  of  ten 
years,    Hamilton,  following   the   promise   of  most 
Canadian  towns,  will  be  a  large  city.    It  has  already 
spread  itself  out  some  miles,  and  building  is  going 

on  in  every  direction.     This  morning  Miss  C 

promises  to   take   a   drive  of   fifty  miles  with   me. 


MILTON. 


'55 


to  find  out  a  family  (settled  at  a  place  called  Milton), 
about  whom  I  am  interested. 

October    19.— I    succeeded    in    discovering   the 

^ f^^^h^  and  we  were  fully  repaid  for  a  long 

drive,  by  the  joyous  gratitude  with  which  our  visit 
was  received.  We  found  Milton  to  be  a  thriving 
small  town  on  the  banks  of  part  of  the  Sixteenth 
River  (why  this  name,  we  could  not  make  out).  An 
annual  show  of  cattle  and  agricultural  produce  made 
the  place  like  a  fair,  and  numbers  of  very  respect- 
able-looking farmers  were  walking  and  driving  about. 

We  found  two  daughters  of  Mr.   M •  one  of 

them  wife  of  the  principal  hotel  keeper,  the  other 
married  to  a  well-informed,  gentlemanly  young  man, 
the  doctor  of  the  place,  who  has  good  connexions  in 
England.  We  dined  with  them,  and  afterwards  walked 
three  miles  with  her  father,  to  his  own  farm.     We 

found  Mrs.  M knitting,  seated  by  a   glorious 

log  fire,  and  everything  around  told  of  the  comforts 
and  contentment  of  a  good  English  farm-house. 
These  farms  are  divided  into  what  are  called  lots; 

each  lot  is  one  hundred  acres.     Mr.  M pur- 

chased  a  lot  and  a  half.  These  farms  are  much 
better  cleared  from  trees  and  stumps  than  the  land 
through  which  we  passed  from  the  Rideau  canal 
to  Belville;  and  this  part  of  Canada  is  altogether 
much  more  advanced  than  the  lower  division. 

We  got  back  to  Hamilton  by  dark,  without  anv 
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difficuJty.      Next  day,  Mr.  B drove  me  to  the 

suspension  bridge,  over  the  canal,  near  Dundum 
Castle,  the  residence  of  Sir  A.  M'Nab;  though  a 
pretty  situation,  it  is  placed  between  the  lake  and  a 
marsh,  on  which  account  it  is  considered  very  un- 
healthy. We  visited  the  cemetery  enclosing  the 
ground  where  the  British  troops  were  entrenched 
before   the   battle  of  Stony   Creek.      By  the  cars 

which  start  at  three  o'clock.  Miss  C and  Mr. 

S  promise  to  go  with  me  to  Niagara. 

.     October  20.~Niaffara.~We  had  a  fine  afternoon 
for  our  journey  to  this  beautiful  place,  and  soon 
after  leaving  the  railroad  cars,  I  got  my  first  view  of 
the  Falls.      I  had  not  a  feeling  of  disappointment ; 
they  are  quite  as  magnificent  as  any  imagination  need 
desire.    I  was  told  the  Falls  of  Montmorenci  had  the 
advantage  of  some  feet  in  height;   but  it  would  be 
fts  reasonable  to  compare  the  Thames  with  the  St 
Lawrence,    as    the    Falls    of    Montmorenci    with 
;Niagara  !     I  was  up  before  six  this  morning,  to  see 
the  sun  rise;  it  appeared  above  the  horizon,  between 
the  village  of  Niagara  and  the  American  Fall,  rather 
behind  both :  a  fine  red  sun,  promising  good  weather, 
I  settled  m  my  own   mind,  I   would  try  to   make 
a  drawing  to-morrow  at  this  same  hour,  with  the 
salmon-coloured    sky  in    contrast  with    the    white 
waters.     This  first  day  it  was  impossible  to  draw  • 
I  could  only  look :  for  some  iiovirs  we  walked  about  • 
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I  wandered  into  the  wood  behind  the  Table  Rock,  or 
rather  where  the  Table  Rock  once  was;  for  it  has 
now  nearly  fallen  into  the  boiling  waters  beneath. 
There  I  gathered  two  of  those  beautiful  flowers  I 
first  found  at  Point  Levi-Lobelia  Kalmii  and 
Gentiana  Saponaria ;   and  down  close  to  the  brink 

of  the  river,    above  the  Falls,   Mr.  S and   I 

picked  up  tliree  or  four  kinds  of  shells;  one  very 
small  bivalve,  differing  from    any  I    found  in  the 
Rideau.     After  dinner  we  took  a  carriage,  and  went 
over  that  marvellous  suspension  bridge,   below  the 
Falls,  connecting  the  two  shores,  already  open  for 
traffic  beneath,  but  not  yet  finished  for  the  railroad 
cars  to  pass  over  above.      I  felt  rather  glad;  it  was 
awful  enough  now  to  pass,  looking  down  hundreds  of 
feet  upon  the  racing  torrent  below.     I  dc  not  think 
I  could  endure  being  in  a  carriage  upon  this  bridge, 
with  a  railroad  train  rushing  over  my  head,  yet  it 
is  constituted  for,  and  believed  capable  of,  support- 
mg  all  together.    The  engineer  is  a  German.    This  is 
only  a  little  less  wonderful  than  the  Montreal  tubular 
construction.    Many  people  still  doubt  the  success  of 
both,  and  consider  it  beyond  the  power  of  humanity 
to  pass,  as  proposed,  over  the  chasm  of  Niagara,  or 
to  combat  the  waters  and  ice  of  the  St.  Lawrence  • 
time  will   show.     My   courage   was  again  tried  in 
traversmg  the  wooden  bridges  which  are  built  over 
the  rapids  between  Niagara  city  and  Goat  Island 
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That    place    also,  was    quite    different    from    what 
either  my    imagination,  or    drawings,  had  led  me 
to    suppose.      I    expected    to    see  an  uninhabited, 
rocky,  woody,  small  island,  dividing  the  two  grand 
Falls;  but  it  contains  fifty  acres,  the  greater  part  a 
grove  of  fine  trees,   and  upon  one  side  there  are 
houses   and    gardens,    with    a    productive    orchard. 
Upon  the  other  shore  it  appears  as  if  island,  and 
trees,  and  people,  must  all  tumble  down  the  Falls 
together;  indeed  between  rapids  and  torrents,  it  is  a 
marvel  that  Goat  Island  exists.     I  must  spend  a  day 
m  trymg  to  draw  here,  though  without  a  hope  that 
paper  and  pencU  can  give  any  real  idea  of  the  truth 
The  news  to-day  is,  that  the  accounts  of  the  fall  of 
Sebastopol  are  false,  and  that  we  have  been  rejoicing 
without  reason.     Terrible  fighting  is  still  going  on 
and  already  ninety  British  officers  have  fallen    Alas  ! 
October  21.-1  covered  myself  with  wraps,  and 
put  a  blanket  round  my  feet,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
endure  a  sunrise  from  the  verandr.H  long  enough  to 
draw  yesterday.     It  rose  red  and  clear,  and  almost 
cloucUess,  and  afforded  the  colouring  I  wished  for. 

Mr.   and    Mrs.   B obligingly    called   in    their 

carriage,  to  show  us  the  whirlpool,  where  the  river 
suddenly  turns  below  the  suspension  bridge  •  we 
went  also  to  the  rapids  beyond  and  above'  the 
Falls.  Everything  here  is  on  a  larger  scale  than  I 
expected,  though  I  ought  by  this  time  to  be  prepared 
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for  all.  When  I  looked  down  upon  the  whirl- 
pool, and  saw  the  carcase  of  a  wretched  horse 
(which  had,  we  suppose,  been  accidentally  hurried 
down  the  Falls)  twirling  round  about,  and  up  and 
down,  in  appearance  like  a  small  wooden  Dutch  toy, 
I  was  in  some  degree  made  sensible  of  height  and 
distance ;  a  house  too,  on  the  rocky,  wooded  point 
opposite,  was  no  more  than  a  speck,  so  that,  by  com- 
parison, I  brought  my  ideas  to  something  like  fact. 

The    English    are    accused  of  being  a  grasping 
nation  in  requiring  fees  for  sights,  but  nothing  I 
ever  met  with  equals  the  charges  for  the  contempla- 
tion   of  Nature    here.     The    possessor    of   Goat's 
Island  makes  one  thousand  pounds  a  year  of  those 
strangers  or  visitors  who  land  on  its  shores ;  but  this 
day  we  were  actually  charged  one  shilling  each  for 
only  going  into  the  wood,  from  whence  a  good  view 
of  the  whirlpool  can  be  obtained!     As  ground  is 
becoming  of  great  value  in  this  neighbourhood,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  require  payment  for  keeping 
any  part  of  it  free  from  the  desecration  of  taverns 
and  saw-mills;    but    a  more    moderate  fee    would 
answer  better  to  the  proprietors,  and  not  act  as  a 
prohibition  to   a  large  class  who  have    not  many 
spare  shillings  in  their  pockets ;  penny  postage  proves 
that  small  charges  answer  better  than  large  ones. 
This  has  been  another  beautiful  day,  and  I  trust  we 
shall  be  favoured  by  such  weather  during  our  stay 
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amoTi^  this  most  magnificent,  most  lovely,  and  most 
intureatiug  of  all  scenery.  Yesterday  was  pleasantly 
^dini,  and  if  thf?  sun  shines  out  for  a  day  or  two 
longer,  we  shall  be  ea  foi.anate  in  temperature  as 
possible,  for  earlier  in  the  year  the  heat  and  the 
mosquitoes  are  tr"ing;  now  we  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  either,  and  the  great  stream  of  visitors 
being  over,  we  are  here  just  at  the  right  time  for 
enjoyment,  and  I  must  remain  some  days,  for  there 
is  no  end  to  the  beauties  of  Niagara — it  ought  to  be 
visited  for  weeks  instead  of  days ;  besides  the  great 
variety  of  views  and  objects  on  all  sides — the  ever 
changing  appearance  of  the  Falls,  spray  sometimes 
going  up  from  the  centre  in  columns  and  graceful 
curves,  now  half  concealing,  now  lessening,  now 
enlarging — rainbows  starting  across,  and  above  and 
below — waters,  snow-like,  surge-like — aquamarine, 
emerald,  sapphire,  swelling,  eddying,  foaming !  It  is 
certainly  worth  crossing  the  Atlantic  for  Niagara 
alone.  I  have  come  to  an  end  of  my  paper,  and 
this  shall  go. 

Yours  affectionately. 


A.  M.  M. 
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NiAGABA,  October  23,  1854. 
My  dear  Friends, — 

Upon  Goat  Island  yesterday,  I  parted  with 
the  two  agreeable  friends  who  have  added  to  my  en- 
joyment  here  by  sharing  it.     I  spent  the  whole  after- 
noon that  side  the  water,  having  passed  to   and  fro 
by  the  ferry,  and  mounted  by  the  rail  and  endless 
chain,  at  the  very  edge  of  the  American  FaUs.    Both 
these  operations  are  awful,  though  perfectly   safe; 
and  it  required  some  determination  upon  my  part  to 
be  reconciled  to  profit  by  them,  though  they  put  one 
across  the  river  in  half  the  time  required  to  go  round 
by  the  suspension  bridge.    I  tried  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  two  cataracts  on  paper,  which,  at  any  rate,  will  be 
recollections  for  myself.     I  suppose  it  is  not  possible 
to  impress  their  grandeur  upon  the  minds  of  others 
by  any  representations.     For  the  first  time,  I  felt 
rather  angry  at  the  impertinent  kind  of  curiosity 
evinced  by  passers-by  while  I  was  drawing,  because 
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they  (lid  not  seem  to  care  the  least  about  disturbing 
or  annoying  strangers  busily  engaged.  A  well-dressed 
woman  said,  in  a  rude  way,  '  Pray  what  are  you 
making  there?  You  are  a  Canadian,  I  guess?'  I 
replied,  '  I  am  making  nothing ;  I  am  trying  to  draw/ 
'  Oh, you  are — how  do  you  do  it? — where  do  you  come 
from  V  I  felt  provoked,  and  said,  '  I  am  sure  you 
are  an  American/  *  Well,  how  do  you  know  that  V 
*  Because  you  ask  so  many  questions ;  a  Canadian 
would  be  more  civil/  This  answer  was  effectual, 
and  she  turned  away.  Since  my  stay  here,  I  have 
observed  more  of  unpleasant  manners,  as  I  have  read 
of  them  in  books,  than  fell  in  my  way  during  my 
tour  from  Boston  in  August ;  and,  certainly,  among 
the  secondary  classes,  I  see  little  of  the  marked  atten- 
tion supposed  to  be  shown  to  ladies  in  the  States. 
Last  night,  in  the  ladies*  saloon  here,  two  gentlemen 
kept  possession  of  the  most  comfortable  arm-chairs 

all  the  evening,  and  when  Miss  C and  I  entered 

the  room,  round  which  was  a  circle  of  strangers  from 
various  localities,  not  one  among  them  rose  to  offer 
us  seats,  so  we  walked  out  again  up  and  down  a  cor- 
ridor till  some  of  these  people  absquatulated.  This 
might  be  accidental,  but  I  do  not  think  it  could  have 
occurred  in  the  old  country.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Americans  mistake  rudeness  for  republicanism, 
and  incivility  for  independence.  Nationally,  I  mean, 
for  of  course  there  is  polished  society^  as  I  have  been 
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perfbctly  r™,ly  to  admit.     Yesterday,  a  lady  from 
one  of  the  Southeru  State,  remarked,  that  we  '  E,... 
I«h  stJI  o>.ed  Ameriea  a  grudge  for  what  wa»  past.' 
I  could  not  help  assuring  her  she  was  mistaken,  for 
that  neither  man,  woman,  nor  ehild  in  the  British 
Isles  now    troubled  themselves  about    the   war   of 
Amenean  Independenee,  e..cept  to  think  their  an- 
cestors  unwise  for  having  fought  alx>ut  it.     The  day 
before  yesterday,  I  was  busy  making  a  little  sketch 
from  the  verandah,  when  I  felt  a  hand  familiarly  laid 
upon  my  shoulder.     Of  eourse  I  supposed  it  was  a 
lady  with  whom  I  had  some  aequaintanee,  but  when 
a  strange  voiee  asked  a  question  I  turned  round  •   it 
was  with  no  small  degree  of  astonishment  that  I 
fomid  the  liberty  was  taken  by  a  perfeet  stranger,  a 
young  lady,  apparently  about  twenty,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  last  arrivals.     She  did  not  seem  the  least 
daunted  by  the  expression  of  surprise  whieh  must 
have  passed  over  my  faee,  but  went  on  questioning 
me  with  the  coolest  manner  imaginable  !     The  lu 
dians  and  their  squaws  have  the  manners  of  ^entle 
men  and  ladies,  and  it  does  seem  curious  tha°t  even 
mdmduals,  among  a  people  who  are  so  anxious  to 
assume  the  names  of  gentility,  should  remain  so  wholly 
Ignorant  of  the  manners  whieh  are  supposed  to  indi- 
cate a  superior  station  and  a  refined  education.     I  do 
not  the  least  quarrel  with  the  simplieity  of  the  Bush 
and  the  poor  woman  who  took  possession  of  the  pattern' 
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of  my  gown,  and  the  men  who  claimed  a  right  to  my 
sketch-book,  were  most  welcome  ;  but  the  mixture  of 
assumption  of  high  breeding  with  inattention  to  the 
common  rules  of  politeness,  not  even  that  natural 
feeling  of  legard  which    a    common  Anglo-Saxon 
blood  originates,  can  make  one  excuse.     Indeed  I 
think  our  relationship  makes  it  more  galling,  for  a 
parent  is  always  observant  of  the  errors  of  her  chil- 
dren, and  it  is  perhaps  in  some  degree  the  fault  of 
the  mother-country  when  her  descendants  are  un- 
polished.    She,  may  well  be  proud  of  the  energy  and 
perseverance  of  her  large  American  family :  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  some  day  thoir  young  people  may  add 
graces  from  the  old  country  to  the  agility  of  the  new, 
and  that  they  will  not  be  ashamed  of  cultivating  the 
virtue  of  filial  affection,  which  at  present  the)   seem 
to  conclude  would  be  a  feeling  derogatory  to  their 
rising  dignity.     At  this  juncture  it  is  difficult  to  be- 
lieve that  parts  of  the  Democratic  Union  actually 
sympathize  with  Despotic   Russia  rather  than  with 
Free  England  !     I  do  not  believe  this  to  be  the  cuse 
with  the  flower  of  the  land,  or  with  the  really  supe- 
rior and  enlightened  of  her  sons  ;   but  I  fear  many 
would   sympathize  in  a  wish  I  heard  heartily  ex- 
pressed by   one  of    them,   'That  the  old  country 
might  get  well  sold,  and  thoroughly  whipped  during 
the  present  war !'     No   details  have  yet  arrived  of 
the  Alma  battle,  excepting  that  there  has  been  sad 
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loss  of  life.    The  first  news  was  probably  falsehood, 
spread  by  the  Russians  with  the  view  of  creating  dis- 
satisfaction  when  the  real  facts  became  known;  but 
what  must  be  the  weakness  of  a  despot  who  can  resort 
to  such  expedients  to  bolster  himself  up— conduct 
more  like  the  futile  struggles  of  a  maniac,  than  the 
efforts  of  a  powerful  Sovereign.     Before  going  to 
Albany,  I  intend  to  visit  the  neighbourhood  of  Sand- 
wich,  and  of  Detroit  and  Cleveland;  and  to  do  this, 
we  must  again  pass  through  Hamilton   and  rr-turn 
to  Niagara;  but,  as   I  shall  have  no  other  oppor- 
tunity,  I  must  take  advantage  of  this  last  week  in 
October,  go  from  hence  to-morrow,  and   return  for 
one  night  to  this  house  in  my  way  into  the   States. 
It  is  satisfactory  that  a  good  reason  exists  for  seeing 
Niagara  once  again. 

October  24.— A  beautiful    day,    with  a  bright 

young  moon  in  the  evening.     I  was  out  alone  from 

morning  till  dusk.     While  sitting  sketching  on  the 

hill,  an  old  Irishwoman  accosted  me,  but  with  a  very 

different  tone  and  manner  from  those  people  I  met 

with  yesterday.      ^Ah,  ma'am,'  she  said,    'you  are 

from  the  ould  country;  and  sure  you  are  making  a 

plan  of  the  glorious  waters.'     '  How  do  you  know  I 

am  from   the  old  country?'     'An'  sure   then,  an' 

don't  I  know  English  ladies  at  once;  they're  so  busy, 

an'  they  don't  dress  as  fine  as  our  folks.'     I  found 

she  had  been  twenty-five  years  in  Canada ;   that  she 
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has  eight  sons  and  daughters^  a  good  husband,  cows 
and  horses,  a  thriving  farm  here,  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  Toronto,  and  now,  she  said,  she  no 
longer  fretted  to  go  back  once  more  to  Ireland,  be- 
cause *  Isn't  the  dear  ould  father  dead  at  last ;  and 
he  one  hundred  and  eight  years  of  age,  and  never  had 
a  doctor  till  the  last  hour,  and  was  able  to  keep  his 
church,  two  miles*  distance,  till  he  was  laid  on  his 
bed  a-dying/     She  told  me  she  had  given  her  chil- 
dren a  good  education,  and  '  that  her  daughters  were 
not  dressy,  nor  her  sons  drinkers.'    It  is  singular  that 
these  Irish  people  are  so  different  in  their  habits 
away  from    their  own  land.     There  is   an  electric 
telegraph  in  communication  Avith  all   the  lines  from 
this  place  in  the  house.     Mr.  Shears,  the  master, 
conducts  it ;  he  sent  a  message  to  Sandwich  for  me 
last  night,  and  one  for  a  military  officer  to  Quebec  ; 
and  we  had  both  replies  in  half  an  hour.     This  hotel 
belongs  to  a  company  :  it  is  by  far  the  most  pleasantly 
situated  at  Niagara ;  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water  have  no  views  of  the  cataract.     The  vibration 
caused  throughout  this  building  by  the  falling  waters 
makes  every  door  and  window  shake ;  but  it  is  not 
enough  to  disturb  the  rest  of  a  traveller,  and  one 
soon  gets  accustomed  to  it.     Besides  the  main  hotel, 
there  are  several  small  separate  houses  behind,  which 
can  be  taken  for  the  summer  or  for  short  periods,  by 
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families  who  prefer  a  more  domestic  life.     I 
hardly  imagine  pleasanter  summer  residences. 

October  26.— Detroit,  National  Hotel— K^^m  I 
had  the  misfortune  of  travelling  last  night  for  three 
hours  in  the  dark— this  losing  the  prettiest  of  the 
scenery  between  this  place  and  Niagara.     The  first 
part  of  the  railroad  line  from  Hamilton  runs  through 
monotonous    forests,   only    occasionally  broken    by 
clearings  and  rising  towns.     We  passed  through  the 
township  of  Dundas,   and   by  Paris,   Prince  Town, 
London,  &c.,  and  crossed  over  the  River  Thames, 
which  is  but  a  small  stream,  even  comparing  it  with 
our  Thames ;  but  for  America  it  is  little  more  than 
a  brooklet,  at   least  that  part   I  saw.     As  far  as  I 
could  judge  by  the  bright  starlight,  for  about  twenty 
miles  from  this  place  the  road  is  carried  along  a  fine 
terrace  overlooking  the  country  towards  Lake  Erie, 
and    as    we    approached   Detroit,  Lakes    Erie    and 
St.  Clair    looked  beautiful,  with  shores   dotted  by 
lights  from  the  towns  of  Windsor  and  Detroit.  They 
were  so  numerous  that  it  appeared  like  an  illumina- 
tion.   Our  journey  was  less  pleasant  than  any  I  have 
yet  made,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  railroad 
cars ;  though   the  train  was  a  long  one,  some  pas- 
sengers were  actually  obliged  to  stand  the  whole  dis- 
tance.     This  crowd   was  owing  to   the    numerous 
emigrants  who    are   coming  up   the   country;  and 
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several  little  children  wailed  and  fretted  all  the  after- 
noon, evidently  tired    and    exhausted  by  continued 
travelling.    However,  the  people  were  good-humoured 
and  patient ;    I  heard  no  cross  words,   saw  no  ill- 
natured  scrambling ;  everyone  appeared  to  make  the 
best  of  things  as  they  were ;  and   though  we  were 
near  two  hours  after  our  time,  there  was  nothing 
like  a  grumble.     The  station-master  was  so  civil  as 
to  take  me  across   the  water,  as  he  recommended 
this  hotel   as  more   comfortable  than  those  on  the 
Canada  side.     We  passed  over  in  a  few  minutes  in 
such  a  magnificent  steamer  (where  people  from  the 
railroad  cars  found  a  comfortable  meal  ready  prepared 
in  the  saloon)  that  it  was  only  like  walking  through 
a  good  house.      Ormolu  lamps,  mirrors,  and  sofas — 
it  was  difficult  to  realize  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
journeying  through  the   backwoods  of  Canada.      I 
am  surprised  to  find   Detroit  already  a  city  of  forty 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  one  of  the  finest  I  have 
yet  seen  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.     A  Icrge  open 
space  in  the  centre  will  some  of  these  days  be  a 
magnificent  square.  There  are  a  number  of  churches, 
chiefly  with  spires.     The  streets  are  wide,  some  of 
them  planted  with  avenues  of  trees.     The  town  con- 
tains two  very  large  hotels,   besides   many  smaller 
ones.      The  one  I  inhabit   has  a   dining-room  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  capable  of  con- 
taining four  rows   of  tables  in  the  width,  a  ladies' 
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saloon,   and  other  rooms  in  proportion ;    and  I  am 
told  the  Biddle  House  is  equally  commodious.  Almost 
all  these   places  have  lanterns   in  the  roof.     After 
breakfast,  the  master  took  me  up  to  the  one  here, 
from  which  the  view  astonished  me.     I  have  heard 
there  is  no  place  in  the  world  from  which  you  can 
see  five  miles  in  every  direction,  except  from  the  top 
of  the  highest  mountains,  but  this  place  belies  that 
assertion :  it  is  a  perfect  panorama,  and  as  there  are 
no  hills  in  this  part  of  the  country,  one  sees  in  every 
direction  from  ten   to  twenty,  and  possibly  thirty, 
miles.    On  one  side  Lake  St.  Clair,  with  the  beautiful 
River  Detroit  connecting  it  and  Lake  Evie  (about 
twenty  mUes  distant).  The  town  runs  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  Windsor  and  Sandwich,  both  in  Canada, 
on  the  other  shore.     Numbers  of  vessels  are  passing 
and  repassing,  and  there  is  an  uninterrupted  water 
communication  through   all   these    fine    lakes  and 
rivers,  two  thousand  miles,  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence.     What  an  empire  thi,«  will  be  when  all  its 
resources  are  developed  !     And  they  are  developing 
with  great  rapidity;   for  of  aU  the  towns  I  saw  in 
passing  from  Niagara  yesterday,  not  one  was  in  ex- 
istence twenty  years  ago. 

October   27.  _  Yesterday  afternoon   Mrs.   P 

rame  to  call,  and  kindly  brought  me  at  once  to  this 
l-lace,  Park  Farm,  in  Sandwich.  We  crossed  the 
liver  without  moving  from  the  carriage,  and  arrived 
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at  the  house  in  time  to  take  a  walk.    Colonel  P 

has  not  gone  upon  the  usual  plan  in  this  part  of 
the  world — that  of  rooting  up  the  forest,  without  any 
idea  of  leaving  ornamental  timber ;  and  his  place 
is  beautified  by  woods,  at  proper  intervals,  while 
the  cultivation  of  the  land  between  them  is  that 
of  an  English  farm.  The  Colonel  tells  me  there  is 
fine  shooting  all  about  here— deer,  within  ten  miles. 
Yesterday,  he  and  his  son  brought  in  as  many  snipes, 
woodcocks,  and  a  small  kind  of  quail,  as  they  chose 
to  shoot. 

October  aS.— A  dreadful  accident  occurred  very 

early  yesterday  morning,  near  Chatham,  about  fifteen 

miles    from    Detroit;    upon  the  same  railroad    by 

which  we  came  from  Niagara.     Some  trucks,  filled 

with  gravel,  were  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 

miles  an  hour,  actually  in  front  of  the  express  train, 

going  at  the  rate  of  forty.     Of  course  there  was  a 

collision:    three    or   four    of    the    first    cars    were 

smashed ;    and  it  is  believed  that  sixty  or  seventy 

persons   are  killed;   exact  particulars  have  not  yet 

reached  us ;   but  this  seems  one  of  the  most  fatal 

of  all  the  railroad  catastrophes,  and  caused  entirely 

by  carelessness.     There  was  a  dense  fog  at  the  time 

it    occurred,   but    surely  the   gravel-trucks  had    no 

business    in    the  way  of  the  coming  train.     I  am 

surprised  at  the  large  number  of  blacks  end  cclourrd 

people  hereabouts ;  nearly  all  the  lowest  population 


A    PENITENT   RUNAWAY. 


171 


appears  to  consist  of  them ;  they  are  idle,  and  very 
insolent  in  manner.  I  met  with  an  English  clergy, 
man  on  board  the  Lake  Ontario  steamer,  who  was 
on  his  way  to  this  country,  with  the  intention  of 
making  an  effort  to  civilize  and  educate  the  negroes 
who  have  settled  here.  He  told  me  there  are  at 
least  twenty  thousand,  chiefly  runaway  slaves,  in 
Upper  Canada.  One  of  the  evils  consequent  upon 
Southern  slavery,  is  the  ignorant  and  miserable  set 
of    coloured    people     who    throw    themselves    into 

Canada.     Colonel  P told  me  yesterday  he  was 

brought  out  home  from  Windsor,  by  a  black  driver, 
who  told  him  he   had    '  run  away  from  his  good' 
kind   massa,'  years  ago;   and   that  though  he   wa^ 
free   and   able  to    get   his  own  livelihood,  he  had 
never  ceased  to  repent  his  folly.     The  black  should 
be  educated   for  freedom,  or  he  is  not  the  happier. 
If  mere  children,  sent  into  the  world  unfit  to  guide 
themselves,    negroes   suffer  more  by  freedom  than 
by  servitude;    and    I  must    regret  that    the  well- 
meant    enthusiasm    of  the    Abolitionists    has  been 
without  judgment.     Dr.    Howe,    Mr.    Dillon,    and 
others  devoted  to  the  real  welfare  of  the  black  race, 
all  are  of  opinion  that    in  their  case,  as  in  many 
others,  ill-judging  friends   have  proved  worse  than 
enemies;    and,    without    having    been    among    the 
planters,  my  observation  in  the  States,  of  the  ma- 
jority of  free  blacks,  already  leads  me   to  the  same 
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conclusion.  It  is  not  a  question  between  the  Avicked- 
ness  of  a  system  of  human  bondage  and  the  duty  of 
shaking  it  off,  but  one  as  to  the  wisdom  of  getting 
rid  of  an  evil,  without  making  use  of  common  sense 

in  the  manner  of  curing  it.    Colonel  and  Mrs.  P 

took    me    a    drive    yesterday    afternoon   along  the 
shore  of  the  Detroit  (which  is  rather  a  strait,  twenty 
miles  long,  connecting  the  Lakes  St.  Clair  and  Erie, 
than  a  river),,     It  looks,  in  some  places,  from   five 
to  seven  miles  wide ;  and  there  is  no  more  stream 
than  that  movement  which  is  occasioned  by  a  slight 
difference  of  level  between  the  two  waters.     Some 
fishermen  were  fishing  for  white  fish,  and  a  kind  of 
fresh-water  herring.     The  nets  were  taken  out  in 
boats,  as  in  England ;  but,  when  the  ends  were  to 
be  drawn  in,  the  rope  was  fastened  to  a  windlass,  and 
a  horse  trotting  round  and  round,  soon  brought  the 
net  on  shore — a  saving  of  both   time  and  labour. 
I  saw  a  curious  kind  of  fish-lizard   brought  out ;  it 
was  about  two  feet  in  length  from  the  end  of  the  ' 
tail  to  its  round  cat-like  snout ;  it  crawled  along  the 
ground  on  its  short  legs  and  tortoise-like   feet,  and 
was  altogether  a  disgusting-looking  beast.  The  fisher- 
men said  its  bite  was  very  poisonous,  and  it  had  the 
yellowish-brown    lurid    look  which  seems  to  apper- 
tain to  venomous  reptiles;    but   Dr    Kirtland  says 
it    is    perfectly   harmless.      We    induced    them   to 
tlirow  it  back   into  the   water,  where  it    probably 
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exercises  some  virtues  not  to  be  guessed  when  it  is 
seen   out  of  its  natural  element.     I   found  many 
little    fresh-water    shells    on    the    shore,    and    one 
mussel,  with  a  wing  appendage  almost  like  that  of 
a  rostellaria.     A  sunset  more  lovely  than  any  I  have 
before  seen  -,  it  promised  fine  weather— a  happy  pro- 
mise for  me,  as  I  find  myself  again  obliged  to  take  part 
of  my  voyage  to  Cleveland  by  night.     No  steamer 
leaves  Detroit  earlier  than  four  o'clock  to-day ;  but 
I  shall  have  daylight  for  the  river,  so  I  must  be 
reconciled  to  being  in  darkness  on  Lake  Erie,  with 
the  consolation  of  a   moon,   now   some    days  old. 
Such  quantities  of  apples  here,  rotting  on  the  ground 
for  want  of  hands  to  gather  them.     The  negroes  wdl 
not  take  that  trouble,  even  for  pay ;  and,  in  spite  of 
the  great  emigration,  labour  is  much  wanted :  people 
are    in  distress  for    both  out-of-door    and    in-door 

servants.     I  walked  with  Mrs.  P down  to  the 

river ;  many  black  and  mulatto  children  were  play- 
ing about  near  some  small  log-houses,  close  to  a 
marsh,  on  its  shore;  one  clean-looking  intelligent 
girl,  about  seven,  helped  to  look  for  shells,  and  then 
asked  me  to  visit  her  mother,  who,  she  said,  was 
sick  in  a  hut,  close  by.  I  followed  the  child,  and 
found  her  mother  in  bed,  quite  alone,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  tiny  black  babe,  only  two  hours  old,  by  her 
side.  She  received  me  cordially;  conversed  in  a 
cheerful,    intelligent    manner,    and    said    she    was 
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brought  by  a  lady  from  Maryland  to  this  place, 
twenty  years  ago,  when  only  seventeen  years  of 
age ;  this  kind  mistress  gave  her  freedom,  and  she 
married  a  husband  of  her  own  colour,  who  works  in 

the  boats.     I  said,  '  Are  you  glad  to  be  free  ?' 

*  Oh,  am  I  not  ?  it  is  only  the  ignorant  and  the 
lazy  ones  who  do  not  care  to  be  free ;  but  then  they 
be  most  so/  She  has  three  girls  alive,  besides 
her  baby-boy,  whose  arrival  makes  her  very  happy, 
because  she  has  lost  three  boys.  Everything  around 
this  woman  spoke  of  tidy  and  cleanly  habits  ;  a  little 
Bible  well  bound  was  on  the  table  close  to  her 
bed,  and  other  comforts  evinced  education  and 
order  beyond  the  usual  negro  habits. 

I  afterwards  visited  the  hut  of  an  old  negro 
washerwoman,  who  lived  alone,  and  seemed  a  kind, 
industrious  old  soul.  In  the  other  houses  of  the 
black  people,  I  was  told  I  should  find  nothing  but 
dressy,  saucy,  idle  folk.  We  were  in  Detroit  to 
meet  the  steamer  at  four  o'clock ;  then  it  was  disco- 
vered she  would  not  start  till  night,  and  after 
spending  many  tiresome  hours,  waiting  and  expecting, 
the  Ocean  did  not  get  under  way  till  near  midnight ; 
an^  when  on  board  I  found  out  I  might  have  set  off 
by  nine  o'clock  this  beautiful  morning,  if  I  had  gone 
by  a  boat  to  Sandusky,  whence  a  railroad  would  have 
carried  me  to  Cleveland  before  dusk,  and  I  should 
have  steamed  up  the  Detroit  River,  with  a  bright  sun 
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over  my  head,  instead  of  traversing  it  when  even 
the  early  moonhght  was  over.     En  revanche,  I  had 
a  fine  sunrise  on  Lake  Erie.     I  have  now  passed 
one   night   on    the   St.   Lawrence,    one   on    Lake 
Ontario,  and  the  \mt  on  Lake  Erie,  besides  two  or 
three  landings  in  the  dark ;  and  this  obscure  mode 
of  travelling  is  so  usual  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  that 
it  requires  some  perseverance  and  energy,  really  to 
acquire  knowledge  about  localities  in  America.     To- 
morrow  I  shall  set  forth  by  rail  to  Buffalo— in  day- 
light,  I  hope  ;  so  that  only  the  last  part  of  my  journey 
will  be    in  the    dark,   and    I  shall  reach  Niagara 
by    moonlight.       These    late    slaughtering   railroad 
accidents  are  enough,  I  should  think,  to  counteract 
the  American  and  Canadian  predilection  for  night 
travelling.     But  it   does  appear  as   if  these  active 
people  would  rather  sacrifice  their  lives  than  lose  an 
hour  of  their  time  while  they  do  live.     '  Dollars  and 
time,  time  and  dollars,'  should  be  the  motto  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic.     Cleveland  is  another  pretty  place, 
with  streets  as   wide   as  those  of  Detroit,   and  a 
growing  population  of  forty  thousand.    New  churches 
here  also  starting  up  in  every  direction.     Religion 
has  certainly  her  due  place   in  the  hearts  of  the 
Wihabitants,  though  the  worship  of  Mammon  may 
here,  as  elsewhere,  compete  with  a  better  faith. 

October  30.— Here  I  am  stiU  at  Cleveland,  in  spite 
of  my  resolution  to  retuni  to  Niagara  this  evenin-  • 
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but  it  was  quite  impossible  to  resist  the  temptations 
oflfered  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirtland, 
and  we  slept  last  night  at  their  house,  five  miles  from 
hence.  His  garden  was  the  first  I  have  ever  seen 
since  that  at  Cambridge,  which  ofiered  many  objects 
of  interest.  Besides  other  plants  new  to  me,  I 
gathered  berries  of  a  singular  colour,  greenish  blue, 
^"rom  an  Ampelopsis,  with  briony-like  leaves.  Dr. 
Kirtland  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  fruits,  particularly  cherries,  and  he  is  a  most 
scientific  naturalist;  his  birds,  stuffed  and  arranged 
by  himself,  excel  those  of  Waterton ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  his  entomological  specimens  are  pre- 
served is  quite  unique  and  admirable :  they  are  in 
frames,  with  glass  behind  and  before,  so  that  they  can 
be  observed  on  all  sides,  and  when  held  up  to  the 
light,  while,  being  rendered  impervious  to  air  and 
unassailable  to  insects,  they  are  indestructible.  I  am 
promised  a  specimen  case,  which  will  be  an  invalu- 
able example  to  collectors  and  museums  in  Europe. 
Dr.  Kirtland  was  also  so  obliging  as  to  give  me 
numerous  shells  from  the  fresh  waters  of  this 
district,  which  diflfer  from  those  I  found  on  the 
Ottawa  and  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Champlaiu ;  and 
this  morning  he  took  me  a  walk  through  the  forest, 
where  I  found  a  great  deal  of  the  pretty  Cornus 
florida,  and  seeds  of  a  Geradia,  differing  from  that 
growing  near  Lake  Winnipesiogee.     The  oak  most 
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common  here,    is   called   the  grey   oak;    there  is 
another  with  chesnut-shaped  leaves  and  a  long  acorn, 
and  one  with  deeply  cut,  small  shining  leaves.     The 
Sassafras  and  three    or  four  species  of  poplar   also 
grow  in  this  forest,  but  no  evergreens ;  and  none  are 
to  be  seen    between  a  place    called  Paynesville  and 
Detroit,  unless  in  gardens ;   no  firs,  no  cedars,  no 
Lignum  vitae  (which  grows  so   beautifully  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ottawa  and  the  Gatineau,  and  again  at 
Niagara) ;    but  the  variety  of  trees  and   shrubs   is 
greater  here  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandwich, 
where  the  forests  are  principally  beech,  and  the  white 
and  scarlet   oak,  with   tamarisks   in    the   swamps. 
The  orchards  at  this    place   are   very    productive: 
peaches,  cherries,  and  excellent  apples.     Among  the 
last,  the  true  golden  pippin   and   nonpareil.     Dr. 
Kirtland  is  famed  for  his  cultivation  of  fruit. 

This  evening  I  have  been  much  interested,  having 
for  the  first  time  read  the  details  of  the  sad,  though  suc- 
cessful Battle  of  Alma;  but  our  heroes  have  not  died 
in  vain— they  died  as  missionaries  of  truth  and  civi- 
lization. Those  English  and  French  soldiers  who  have 
fallen  side  by  side  at  the  Battle  of  Alma,  have  sealed 
with  their  blood  a  lasting  alliance  between  theit 
respective  nations ;  and  thousands  of  serfs  will  go  to 
school  in  England,  and  there  learn  that  they  are 
men.     I  came  back  to  sleep  at  the  Weddell  Hotel, 
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where  the  accommodation  is  excellent,  and  we  hope 
to  ascertain  exactly  the  hour  when  a  railroad  train 
starts  for  Niagara,  vid  Buffalo,  to-morrow  morning. 
One  comfort  is,  the  time  of  the  cars  cannot  be  so 
difficult  to  discover  as  that  of  the  steamer  Ocean,  at 
Detroit,  where  we  walked  up  and  down  the  wharves 
for  more  than  two  hours,  without  being  able  to  find 
out  from  any  man,  woman,  or  child,  where  the  great 
steamer  had  hid  herself!  People  in  these  rising 
cities  are  all  too  busy  to  know  anything  that  does 
not  concern  their  immediate  objects. 

November  i.- — Niagara. — To-day  we  go  to  Canan- 
daigua,  having  safely  returned  last  night  to  this 
place. 

November  2. —  Owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
getting  correct  information,  I  was  sent  across  coun- 
try, and  we  were  all  day  on  the  American  shore  of 
the  Falls.  At  half-past  seven  in  the  evening  the 
cars  did  start,  but  before  eight  we  were  brought  to 
a  standstill ;  for  the  engine  and  tb'^  +wo  first  carriages 
ran  off  the  line,  owing  to  some  miscreant  having 
removed  a  rail.  No  person  was  injured,  but  for  six 
mortal  hours  we  were  kept  waiting  imtil  trains  came 
up  each  way,  so  as  to  allow  of  an  exchange  of  passen- 
gers and  luggage ;  and  it  was  seven  in  the  morning 
before  the  cars  which  received  us  at  the  place  of 
stopping    reached  Canandaigua.     The  lake  there  is 
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not  so  picturesque  as  most  of  those  I  have  seen;  but 
there  is  a  nice  small  town,  and  the  house  from  which 
I  wnte  is  the  most  comfortable  and  best  appointed 
of  any  I  have  yet  seen  in  the  United  States.  Ithaca 
wiU  be  om.  next  halting-place ;  it  is  upon  the 
Cayuga  Lake. 

November   3, -Cayuga  Lake,  Ithaca.-ln    our 
way  to  this  place,  yesterday,  we  came  by  rail  to 
Cayuga  Bridge,    and  there   awaited  the  steamboat 
Forest  City,  to  carry  us  forty  miles  down  the  lake  to 
Ithaca.     During  the  three  hours  of  our  detention  I 
took  a  walk,  made  a  sketch  of  the  place  fror:  i  spot 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  off,  and  found  a  plane  tree, 
which  appears  to  me  to  differ  from  both  the  oriental 
and  occidental,  though  rather  more  like  the  latter     It 
IS  here  called  button  tree,  from  its  hanging,  round 
seed-vessels.  I  gathered  some  of  the  latter  nearly  ripe 
and  also  a  leaf.     Upon  the  weeping  elms  it  is  interest' 
mg  to  see  the  little  nest  of  the  hanging  Loriole,  which 
thus  builds  out  of  the  reach  of  danger  from  terres- 
tnal  enemies-boy,  beast,  or  reptile.     Whether  they 
have  winged  assailants,  I  do  not  know.     A  wind 
from  the  north  yesterday  was  very  cold,  and  on 
board  the  steamboat  I  was  obliged  to  confine  myself 
to  the  cabin;    the  shores  of  these  lakes  are  pretty 
and  we  touched   at  a  village  called  Aurora,  a  very 
rm-al-looking  spot.    I  saw  many  nice-looking  houses 
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with  a  better  show  of  flowers  and  of  well-kept 
gardens  than  is  common  in  America ;  and  as  we  ad- 
vanced towards  Ithaca,  rocks  and  picturesque  gullies 
became  frequent ;  the  country  hilly  and  broken.  A 
railroad,  carried  to  the  end  of  the  long  pier,  re- 
ceived us  on  our  landing,  and  took  the  passengers 
to    Ithaca,    a   mile   beyond,   where  I   found    Mr. 

G had  obligingly  brought  his  carriage  to  take 

me  to  his  home.  Sunday:  a  bright  sun-shiny 
morning  like  a  fine  November  day  in  England. 
The  leaves  here  have  nearly  all  fallen,  and  it  is  time 
to  give  up  touring  in  the  Northern  States ;  but,  as  I 
understand  the  election  for  the  Governorship  of 
New  York  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  and  that  on 
that  day  Governor  Seymour  will  either  be  re- 
elected or  supplanted,  I  shall  remain  here  to- 
morrow, and  sleep  at  Syracuse  on  Tuesday,  so  as 
not  to  pay  my  visit  at  Albany  until  the  election 
day  is  over, 

Ithaca,  November  6. — Snow  and  ice ;  bitter  cold 

north-east  wind,  so  that,  though  Mrs.  G kindly 

drove  me  out  to  make  a  sketch  of  the  place, 
we  were  both  too  cold  to  fulfil  our  intentions  of 
visiting  some  of  the  waterfalls  in  the  neighbourhood. 
I  could  only  view  one  of  the  most  considerable  from 
a  distance.  It  has  a  height  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  feet,  and  must  be  fine  when  water  is 
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abundant.  From  the  great  depth  of  these  faUs,  the 
stream  now  looks  only  like  white  gauze  spread  over 
the  rocks,  and  it  disappears  in  foam.  A  gentleman 
told  me  that  the  derivation  of  the  word  Ravine  is 
Ravel,  from  the  waters  being  raveUed  out  as  they 
tumble  down. 

Syracuse,  November  7.— We    came    fifty   miles 
round  yesterday,  through  the  Valley  of  the  Susque- 
hanna,  to  avoid  retracing  our  way  by  Lake  Cayuga. 
A  new  railroad  was  opened  only  last  month,  from  a 
place  called  Binghampton  (about  thirty  miles  from 
Ithaca)  to  Syracuse.    Oswego  was  our  first  stopping, 
place;    the  inconvenience  of  choosing  an  indirect 
route  being,  that  we  have  to  change  cars  twice.   Two 
gentlemen,  to  whom  I  was  introduced  before  leaving 
Ithaca,  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Parker,  reside  at  Oswego. 
A  fine  example  of  engineering  is  displayed  in  getting 
the  cars  up  the  steep  hUls,  by  forward  and  retrogres- 
sive  movements,  with  a  switch  at  one  point;  so  that 
the  pretty  'Forest  City,'  Ithaca,  is  seen  at  various  dis- 
tances  several  times  during  the  first  five  miles  of  the 
ascent ;  but  no  chains  are  used.     The  country  has  a 
wintry  appearance— snow  upon  the  hills,  and  even  a 
little  by  the  wayside.     We  passed  through  part  of 
the  picturesque  VaUey  of  the  Susquehanna,  following 
that  river  close  upon  its  banks  some  way.     There 
I  saw  timber-trees  of  the  hemlock  spruce;  and  at  a 
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large  town,  called  Homer,  five  churches,  each  of 
considerable  size,  all  in  a  row,  without  any  inter- 
vening houses.     No  time  or  room  for  more. 

Yours  aflPectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 


LETTER  XII. 
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Albany,  New  Youk, 
Nov.  8. 
My  dear  Fri'ends — 

A  snowy  morning  at  Syracuse  made  it  im- 
possible to  see  anything  of  that  town,  or  its  salt- 
works ;  the  valuable  briny  springs  there  so  cheapen 
one  great  necessary  of  life,  that  I  am  told,  twenty 
miles  off,  a  large  barrel  of  salt  may  be  purchased  for  a 
dollar.  The  ladies'  saloon  at  the  hotel  where  I  slept, 
exhibited  that  usual  absence  of  occupation  which  I 
have  remarked  at  all  such   places— rocking-chairs, 
lounges,   and   ennui!    One  young  lady  took  some- 
thing like  a  small  tract  in  her  hand,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  asleep  on  a  sofa— this  at  half-past  ten 
in  the  morning.     When  a  gentleman  came  in,  and 
asked  for  her—'  Oh  !'  said  another  lady,  her  compa- 
nion,  '  she's  asleep ;  but  she'll  wake  up  by  dinner- 
time.'    And  this  information  was  not  given  the  least 
in  a  satirical  tone.     We  left  Syracuse  by  the  eleven 
o'clock  train,  during  a  thick  snow-storm;  but  at  noon 
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sunshine  broke  out.  We  passed  through  a  fine  country 
by  Rome,  Utica,  and  Schenectady,  skirting  the  river 
at  the  latter  place.  At  Little  Falls  such  abundance 
of  rocks  !  I  longed  to  stop  for  a  botanical  scramble 
among  them.  Perhaps  next  June,  when  the  weather 
is  more  favourable  for  a  visit  to  Utica  and  Trenton, 
I  may  be  again  at  this  place.  By  five  o'clock  our 
train  reached  Albany, — a  pleasant,  rapid  journey  of 
ninety  miles,  during  which  the  cars  slided  safely 
and  pleasantly  along.  No  troublesome  companions 
— but  some  pretty  young  ladies  behind  me  ap- 
peared to  think  themselves  privileged  to  laugh  and 
talk  louder  than  any  one  else,  because  they  were 
better  dressed;  and  a  gentleman  in  front  evidently 
considered  it  the  bounden  duty  of  an  American 
citizen  to  be  bearish.  In  the  hope  of  softening  his 
temper,  I  offered  him  the  morning  paper ;  he  took 
it  without  the  smallest  acknowledgment,  and,  when 
done  with,  put  it  down  without  even  returning  it. 
Whether  he  discovered  we  were  '  British,'  and  an 
anti-English  feeling  possessed  him,  I  don't  know; 
but  still  there  was  a  spice  of  kindness  lying  under  his 
sulky  manner,  for  when  a  poor  old  woman  and  girl 
entered  the  car,  he  removed  his  valise,  and  gave  them 
his  seat. 

While  stopping  at  one  of  the  stations,  a  tall, 
handsome  Indian  girl,  with  some  bead-work  in  her 
hand,  entered  the  car ;  she  wore  a  picturesque  dress. 
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with  a  black  hat  and  feather,  and  sUently  presenting 
her  wares  without  importunity,  she  glided  on.  The 
noisy  and  reckless,  or  ungainly,  sulky  manner  of  those 
around  contrasted  unfavourably  with  the  subdued 
unobtrusive,  graceful  dignity  of  the  squaw.  Nature's 
gentlemen  and  gentlewomen,  the  Indians  have  a 
true  courtesy  and  a  simple  politeness,  which  might 
be  advantageously  copied  by  those  who  are  their 
superiors  in  knowledge  and  power. 

The  Governor  of  New  York,  to  whom  I  was  intro- 
duced  at  Newport,  met  us  at  Albany  station,  and  I  am 
now  at  his  house.     In  the  midst  of  a  severe  contest 
with  two  opponents  (an  election,  for  which  the  votes 
amount  to  500,000),  he  preserves  a  manner  of  calm 
indifference  which  his  friends    do  not  emulate.     I 
confess  myself  deeply  interested  in  the  result-not  so 
much  for  Mr.  Seymour's  sake  (because  with  his  love 
of  country  pursuits,  and  his  freedom  from  weak  ambi- 
tion,  I  really  believe  his  personal    happiness  will 
rather  be  increased  than  diminished  by  a  return  to 
private  life);  but  because  I  believe  the  welfare  of  this 
large  population  to  be  well-cared  for  while  the  power 
is  in  his  hands.     In  England  we  have  but  little  idea 
of  the  influence  exercised  by  the  local  Governors  in 
the  Union.  Governor  Seymour   has  the   unlimited 
power  of  pardoning  criminals,  and  is  also  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the   Army  and  Navy  of  this  'Empire 
State.'     He  holds  his  office  for  two  years  only,  un- 
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less  re-elected  at  the  end  of  tliat  time.  In  some  of 
the  States,  the  Governor's  tenure  is  four  years; 
and  Wright,  of  Indiana,  has  now  been  its  head 
nearly  eight  years.  They  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  constitutional  sovereigns  for  the  time  being ; 
and  seeing  a  man  of  Horatio  Seymour's  benevo- 
lence, judgment,  and  ability  placed  in  this  situa- 
tion, I  shall  regret  if  popular  caprice  replaces  him 
by  an  inferior  statesman.  One  of  the  candidates 
is  a  '  Know-nothing,'  and  he  has  only  party  support. 
I  have  no  acc[uaintance  with  Mr.  Clark,  the  man 
who  runs  Seymour  hard ;  if  he  succeeds,  his  suc- 
cess will  be  owing  to  an  amiable,  though  I  sus- 
pect a  mistaken  public  feeling — about  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Maine  prohibitory  liquor  law.  Go- 
vernor Seymour  has  fearlessly  and  honestly  with- 
held his  assent  to  the  introduction  of  that  law  into 
this  State.  Upon  all  other  points,  he  is  popular; 
but  an  extreme  and  (with  some)  a  religious  feeling, 
moves  the  popular  opinion,  and  Clark  is  a  'no 
liquor  man.'  None  can  have  a  more  sincere  horror 
of  intemperance  than  myself;  but  there  is  a  use  as 
well  as  an  abuse  of  all  things;  and  I  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  guiding  a  people  to  the  wise  use  of  a  use- 
ful article,  by  prohibiting  it  altogether. 

Albany,  Nov.  10. — I  went  to  a  wedding  last  night: 
very  differently  arranged  from  an  English  marriage, 
but    interesting.      A    pleasing,    well-attired    young 
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bride  of  twenty— the  bridegroom  twenty-six.     They 
stood  side  by  side,  at  one  end  of  a  well-filled  room, 
while  a  Presbyterian  minister  addressed  a  suitable 
but  short  exhortation  to  them.    He  then  gave  the  ring 
to  be  placed  upon  the  bride's  finger,telling  her  to  wear 
It  as  a  pledge  of  her  husband's  affection,  and  as  a 
reminder  of  her  own  duties ;  and  after  his  blessing 
upon  them  both,  the  ceremony  was  concluded.     It 
took  place  at  eight  o'clock,  in  the  presence  of  from 
two  to   three    hundred    friends.     The    young    wife 
remained  awhile  in  her  place  to  receive  the  kisses  of 
her  relations,  and  the  congratulations  of  all.     I  was 
introduced;    and   she  thanked  me  prettily  for  my 
presence,  and  offered  her  cheek.     Her  dress  was  just 
like  our  English  bride's,  excepting  that  the  white  robe 
had  a  train.     She  looked  calmly  happy.     The  even- 
ing  was  closed  by  a  plentiful  standing  supper— hot 
oyster  soup,  &c.     In  the  morning  I  went  to  see  hot- 
houses and  greenhouses  belonging  to  a  relation  of 
Mrs.  Seymour,  managed    by  a  gardener  who  was 
under  Sir  Joseph  Paxton.    Mr.  Morrison  does  credit 
to  his  teacher:    he  has  the  best  managed  collection 
of  plants  I  have  seen  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  a 
Lycopodium  quite  new  to  me.     The  view  from  an 
elevation  in  Mr.  Coming's  garden  is  very  extensive, 
overlooking   Albany    and    Troy,   with   fine   reaches 
of  the  Hudson;  the  CatskiU  mountains  in  the  dis- 
tance one  way,  and  a  range  in  the  northern  part  of 
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the  State  in  the  other.  It  is  difficult  to  realize  that  in 
coming  from  Niagara  here,  I  have  traversed  as  much 
country  as  if  I  had  journeyed  from  John  O'Groat's 
House  to  London !  I  begin  to  think  nothing  of  a 
distancf!  of  two  hundred  miles.  This  evening  we  spent 
some  time  in  a  Museum  of  Natural  History,  which 
is  doubly  interesting,  from  being  entirely  confined  to 
the  productions  of  this  State ;  so  that,  my  mind  not 
being  overwhelmed  with  variety,  I  was  able  to  see, 
and  to  understand  what  I  did  see,  to  much  greater 
advantage.  T hp  geology  of  New  York  is  an  epitome 
of  that  of  the  world,  though  it  contains  some  details 
as  well  as  numerous  objects  not  known  in  Europe. 
Our  chalk  and  oolite  beds  are  wanting ;  but  at  some 
hundreds  of  miles  distance  greersand  is  to  be  seen,  rich 
in  fossils,  scapbites,  &c.,  three  times  the  size  of  ours. 
In  Minnesota,  about  seventeen  hundred  miles  from 
hence  (south-west  of  Lake  Superior),  exists  a  tract 
ore  hundred  miles  in  extent,  called  by  the  Indians, 
Mauvaise  Terre — 'The  bad  country,' — and  well  does  it 
merit  that  a})peilation.  It  consists  of  olay  mountains, 
placed  side  by  side  like  huge  ant-hills,  wholly  bare  of 
vegetation — not  from  infertility,  bat  Decause  their 
component  parts  are  so  little  coherent,  that  rain  and 
torrents  wash  them  clean  of  verdure,  whenever  it 
makes  its  appearance  during  a  spell  of  dry  weather. 
Fine  specimens  of  animal  reioainH — tortoises,  tur- 
tles, &c.,  are  foimd  at  the  base  of  these  clay  hills. 
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The  curator  of  the  Museum,  Mr.  Hubbard,  has  given 
me  a  very  curious  recent  fish  from  Lake  Champlain, 
deeply  interesting  as  the  only  lingering  denizen  of 
those  early  periods  of  the  world  when  fishes  wore 
their  bones  externally  instead  of  internally.     This 
creature  looks  like  an  antediluvian,  with  his   ena- 
meUtd  exterior  and  his  hony  tail.     I  think  he  must 
have  been  a  hard  morsel,  even  for  the  digestion  of 
an  ichthyosaurus.    He  is  called  here  the  gar  alligator. 
Mr.  Hurst,  one  of  the  naturalists  belonging  to  this 
Museum,  has  invented  a  beautiful  manner  of  pre- 
serving fish,  reptiles,  &c.,  so  as  to  make  spirits  unne- 
cessary, and  greatly  to  facilitate  the  examination  of 
them.      But  so  much  arsenic  is  requisite   for  the 
process,  that  his  hands  are  excoriated,  while  his  com- 
plexion is  improved  by  its  poisonous  fumes.     The 
Governor  has  kindly  given  me  a  trout,  which  is  an 
admirable  specimen  of  this  ingenious  mode  of  pre- 
paration. 

Nov.  II.— For  once,  I  enjoy  a  pouring  wet  day, 
as  it  gives  me  time  to  arrange  a  chaos  of  seeds 
plants,  shells,  and  stones,  which  I  have  collected 
during  my  rapid  western  tour,  and  to  look  over 
the  fine  Hortus  Siccus,  arranged  by  I)r.  Torrey, 
in  fifty  volumes,  for  the  Museum.  As  it  is  of  course 
confined  to  the  flora  of  New  York,  I  have  many 
specimens  not  included;  but  it  enables  me  to  deter- 
mine some  which  have  embarrassed  me.     I  saw  an 
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alligator  alive,  and  some  curious  little  turtles  and 
tortoises :  the  latter  are  common  hereabouts,  and 
I  am  promised  a  pet,  in  the  shape  of  a  small  tor- 
toise which  has  the  faculty  of  shutting  itself  up  like  a 
box  :  it  is  a  vegetarian,  quite  gentle,  hardy,  and  long 
lived.  If  my  favourite  puss  doef5  not  take  umbrage 
at  him,  he  will  be  a  clean,  innocent,  happy  favourite. 
The  snapping  tortoise  is  larger,  and  quite  a  savage 
beast.  There  was  a  live  snake  in  a  box,  but  I  declined 
his  acquaintance.  T  was  surprised  to  see  the  wild 
turkey  so  much;  larger  than  the  domesticated;  his 
plumage,  too,  is  finer — almost  resembling  that  of  a 
peacock. 

I  begin  to  feel  quite  excited  by  the  ups  and  downs 
of  the  State  election ;  for  though  all  the  votes  were 
taken  in  one  day  (the  7th),  the  various  towns  and 
districts  send  their  numbers  dribbling  in,  so  that 
though  Governor  Seyrdour  has  never  been  without  a 
general  majority,  yet  the  whole  is  extremely  fluc- 
tuating; and  as  yet  his  fate  remains  undecided. 
I  had  a  long  talk  with  him  about  the  Slavery 
question,  and  was  much  impressed  by  his  calm  and 
statesmanlike  views :  he  is  as  desirous  as  any  man 
can  be,  to  see  slavery  abolished ;  but  he  sensibly  says, 
that,  like  most  other  things  in  connexion  with  the 
general  welfare,  it  is  to  be  considered  with  reference 
to  political  economy;  and  that  in  our  enthusiastic 
headlong  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  the  black  race,  we 
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have  surely  (though  quite  unintentionally)  delayed 
Its    freedom.      This    is,    I   believe,   the  opinion  of 
Dr.   Howe,   and  other  enlightened    philanthropists. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  New  York  was  a  Slave  State. 
How  has  the  curse  been  shaken  off?     Not  by  strin- 
gent laws  and  ill-judged  prohibitions,  but  by  the" 
introduction  of  free  labour,  which  rendered  that  of 
bondage  expensive  and  inconvenient— though  it  does 
not  improve  the  condition.     The  wisest  people  say 
that  Slavery  was  on  the  point  of  extinguishing  itself 
in  the  South,  when,  by  rendering  the  supply  pira- 
tical, the  value  of  the  article  was  so  raised  in   the 
market,  that  it  became  a  profitable  concern  to  grow 
slaves.     As  Governor  Seymour  graphically  explains 
the  matter:— af  the  early  settler  wanted  to  buy 
beef,  he  must  buy  the  whole  ox— hide,  horns,  and 
tail;   then  comes  a  time  when  he  can  procure   a 
quarter;  and  at  last,  as  population  increases,  he  can 
go  to  market  and  purchase  a  beef-steak,  or  any  joint 
most  pleasing  to  his  taste.     Now  the  same  thing 
occurs  in  the  case  of  labour,  which,  after  all,  is  a 
marketable  commodity.     At   first  it  may  be  neces 
sary  to  take  the  whole  man;  then  you  can  hire  part 
of  a  man;  and  in  due  time  you  may  be  able  to  get 
so  much  of  the  time  of  a  man  as  may  just  suit  your 
purpose,  mthout  being  burthened  by  his  infancy  or 
his  old  age.'     Thus  we,  who  have  been  seeking  to 
check  the  institution  of  Slavery  by  violent   means 
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have  unintentionally  been  prolonging  it;  but  time 
will  repair  this  mistake,  by  rendering  the  possession 
of  slaves  an  expensive  mode  of  cultivation — that  is,  if 
cotton  can  be  cultivated  without  it.  Slavery  existed 
and  does  exist  in  Africa,  and  in  a  more  suffering  and 
degraded  form  than  that  of  the  West  Indies,  or  of 
the  American  Southern  States.  The  slaves  bene- 
fited by  their  change  of  servitude ;  that  was  a  first 
step  towards  ultimate  freedom ;  and  if,  when  a  suf- 
ficient number  had  been  imported,  their  labour  had 
been  naturally  rendered  of  less  value  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  others.  Slavery  would  quickly  have  abolished 
itself;  but  anti-slavery  laws  checked  the  natural 
course  of  Providence ;  slave-labour  increased,  and  the 
chain  of  the  African  was  riveted  by  his  intended 
emancipator.  Another  practical  exemplification  of 
an  '  ill-judging  friend  being  worse  than  an  enemy.' 

We  dined  out  to-day — a  pleasant  dinner ;  the  only 
peculiarity  was  the  name  of  each  intended  occupant 
being  placed  on  the  table  opposite  every  chair.  Cod- 
fish appears  to  me  more  delicate  here  than  upon  our 
coasts ;  but  in  general  I  do  not  think  American  fish 
equal  those  of  the  English  shores.  I  have  now 
tasted  white  fish,  black  fish,  raasquelongi,  and 
salmon.  The  masquelongi  is  a  fresh-water  fish,  plen- 
tiful in  the  Rice  Lake.  It  appears  to  me  a  superior 
kind  of  pike. 

Sunday,  Nov.  la. — ^We  went  to  the  church  still 
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served  by  Dr.  Potter,  the  new  Bishop  of  New  York, 
who  does  not  give  up  his  duty  till  after  his  conse! 
oration.     He  is  a  kind  and  agreeable,  as  well  as  a 
good  man  -,  and  I  never  heard  our  service  with  greater 
pleasure:  it  was  so   admirably  arranged  and  read 
here,  that  I  could  not  help  contrasting  it  with  the 
church  at  Toronto,  where  the  service  was  conducted 
in  a  heavy,  tedious  way.    Election  returns  still  incom- 
plete;   the  majority  supposed  to  be  for  the  present 
Governor;  but  no  one  can  give  certain  information. 
Albany,  November  13.— One  circumstance  is  to  be 
observed  of  the  American  Episcopalian  clergymen, 
and,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  remark,  the  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  Presbyterian,— that  they 
all  read  well,  without  the  nasal  tone  or  the  peculiar 
pronunciation  of  the  North-eastern  States.     It  is  a 
pity  that  civilians,  especially  diplomatic  men,  do  not 
imitate  their  clergy  in  this  matter.    I  think  the  latter, 
as  a  body,  superior  to  ours.     Among  those  whose 
churches  I  have  attended,  two  ministers,  educated  and 
ordained  upon  our  side  the  Atlantic,  both  good  men, 
were  pompous  and  tedious  in  the  reading-desk  and 
pulpit.  And  we  must  confess  that  not  many  inEngland 
either  read  or  preach  in  an  attractive  manner.     On 
Saturday,  the  Governor  took  me  to  see  an  excellent 
Penitentiary  belonging  to  this  district.     The  house 
has  been  lately  built  after  the  plip  of  the  superin- 
tendent, Mr.    Pillsbury,  a  man    fvli..  possesses  the 
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qualities  of  firmness,  order,  and  benevolence  in 
a  high  degree.  The  cells  are  arranged  in  a  way 
differing  from  what  I  have  hitherto  seen.  An  oblong 
block  of  three  or  four  storeys  (the  upper  ones 
reached  by  exterior  staircases  and  galleries,  capable 
of  accommodating  185  people)  is  placed  within  a 
large  kind  of  hall  admirably  ventilated ;  every  cell 
has  an  iron  bedstead,  and  those  of  the  women  a 
chair.  The  large  door  of  iron  grating  which  closes 
each,  is  so  constructed  as  to  admit  sufficient  light  and 
air.  All  are  shut  by  the  same  mechanical  process, 
managed  by  an  iron  bar,  which  runs  the  whole 
length  of  the  block,  and  even  if  any  one  is  by 
accident  left  unlocked,  the  door  cannot  be  opened. 
About  three  hundred  prisoners,  male  and  female, 
are  now  confined  here — all  for  short  terms ;  those 
under  long  convictions  are  taken  to  other  prisons. 
These  people  are  sentenced  for  a  period  of  about 
three  months;  many  of  them  for  a  shorter  time. 
We  found  the  men  at  work  in  two  large  workshops, 
one  entirely  devoted  to  making  cane  -  bottomed 
chairs,  the  other  harness.  All  were  busily  engaged ; 
not  one  lifted  an  eye  or  spoke  a  word.  In  the 
women's  ward,  there  was  more  variety  of  employ- 
ment :  washing,  ironing,  mending,  and  cooking — but 
no  speaking.  One  haggard-looking  crone  of  more 
than  eighty  years  of  age,  here  for  the  fourth  time. 
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looked  the  personification  of  incorrigibility.    Some  few 
men  were  at  work  in  the  grounds,  which  having  to 
be  newly  laid  out,  afford  much  promise  of  occupation- 
and  It  has  sometimes   happened  that  emancipated 
prisoners  have  entreated  for  employment  there.    Mr 
Pillsbury's    success    appears   to    be    owing   to    his 
unflinching  will  and  determined  discipline;  to  the 
strict  enforcement   of   cleanliness,   and,  above    all 
to  the  mfluence  of  love  which  this  kind  man  brings 
to  bear   upon    his   prisoners,  for   his    heart  seems 
to  be  of  the  most  tender  mould.      Yet    I    could 
wish  that  the  tongues   of   these  unfortunate  ones 
might   be    a   little    loosed,    just    so    much    as    is 
allowed  by  .he    Governor  of  the  gaol   at   Munich 
without  being  followed  by  evil  consequences.    There 
the  pnsoners  are   permitted   to  speak    on   matters 
connected  with  their  labour,  but  if  that  liberty  is 
abused,  they  are  made  to  work  alone.     Upon  the 
entrance  of  a  prisoner  here,  he  is  told  he  must  be 
industrious,  never  look  up  from  his  work,  and  keep 
silence;  and  that  if  he  conforms  to  these  rules    he 
will  be  well  fed  and  kindly  treated;    he  usually 
conforms  immediately.     The  house  has  been  erected, 
and  all  expenses  of  the  establishment  are  defrayed,  by 
the  profits  which  accrue  from  the  prisoners'  labour. 
Near  Utica  there  has  long  been  a  white  rock 
held    as    a    sacred    stone    by    the    Indians.      This 
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veneration  vas  owing  to  its  being  a  kind  of  sienite 
unique  in  the  district.  As  its  situation  was  near 
a  spot  lately  formed  into  a  cemetery,  Mr.  Seymour 
proposed  that  this  stone  should  be  removed  there 
to  save  it  from  destruction,  and  to  show  sympathy 
for  Indian  feelings.  An  agreement  with  them  was 
made  for  that  purpose ;  they  also  being  allowed  the 
liberty  of  interment  in  the  ground ;  and  the  stone 
may  be  seen  now  on  a  mound  at  the  cemetery. 

After  the  election  of  the  present  Governor,  a  chief 
came  to  Albany,  to  prefer  some  request  to  him. 
Being  an  Oneidan,  he  spoke  of  his  tribe.  Mr.  Seymour 
kindly  replying,  said — '  I  also  am  an  Oneidan,  for 
my  residence  is  at  IJtica.^  The  Indians  designated 
the  local  Governors  as  their  'Father,*  and  the  Presi- 
dent as  their  *  Great  Father.'  But  upon  Mr.  Seymour 
making  this  remark,  the  Chief  quickly  and  gracefully 
changed  the  term  of  relationship.  '  My  Brother 
then  is  an  Oneidan;  he  will  feel  for  the  wants  of  his 
Brethren.*  Although  the  Indians  may  speak  and 
understand  English,  and  when  not  conducting  a 
diplomatic  interview  will  converse  in  our  language, 
yet  in  formal  intercourse  with  the  Governors  or 
Governments,  they  wiU  only  carry  it  on  through  an 
interpreter,  bearing  in  mind  the  view  of  preserving 
their  dignity  and  nationality.  I  believe  they  are 
now  very  kindly  and  considerately  treated  by  the 
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United  States.    Their  religion  is  a  pure  Theism ;  and 
some  of  those  we  call  the  Pagan  Indians  are,  alas  ! 
superior  in  Christian  conduct  to  the  converted ;  for 
the  latter  practise  the  vices  of  cheating  and  drunk- 
enness,   while    the    former  are    simple,   pure,    and 
«ober,  until  contaminated  by  the  white  man.     They 
believe  in  a  great  creating,  superintending   Spirit, 
who  rewards  the  good  and  punishes  the  evil  in  a 
future  life;    and    they    have    public    meetings  for 
prayer  and  thanksgiving.     One  is  called  the  '  Feast 
of  Strawberries,'  when  they  assemble    to    offer   up 
thanks  to  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  re- 
turning crop  of  that  berry;   and  there    are  other 
periods  of  general  thanksgiving  for  a  sufficiency  of 
game  and  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth.    Thus  they 
acknowledge  the  unity,    omnipresence,    and   omni- 
science of  the  Deity;   the   freewill,   responsibility, 
and   immortality  of  man;   and  these  truths  being 
known  and  assented  to  by  the  American  Indians, 
Christianity  is  received  and  accepted  by  them  without 
much  difficulty,  as  a  further  dispensation  and  mes- 
sage from  the  Universal  Father. 

From  the  Governor  of  New  York  I  have  in- 
quired and  learned  the  meaning  of  party  terms 
which  have  before  puzzled  me— such  as  Adamantines, 
Hard-shells,  Soft-shells,  Loco-focos,  Rick-burners, and 
Pollywogs.     It  seems  these  names  are  highly  figu- 
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rative, — they  have  originated  in  casual  expressions 
made  use  of  by  public  speakers  which  have  happened 
to  hit  the  fancy  of  the  hearers,  so  that  they  became 
cant  terms.  A  Democrat  in  this  country  is  synony- 
mous with  a  Whig  or  Liberal  in  England,  while  he 
who  is  denominated  Whig  here,  is  really  a  Tory  or 
Conservative.  The  latter  party  advocate  prohibitions, 
and  tariffs,  and  interference  of  the  Central  Govern- 
ment with  local  improvements  ;  while  the  democrats 
are  free-traders,  and  promoters  of  self-government  in 
each  State.  They  say  that  railroads,  and  harbours, 
and  bridges,  and  canals,  can  be  formed  and  con- 
ducted at  less  expense  and  more  advantageously  on 
the  spot,  than  when  planned  and  directed  by  the 
Central  Government  from  a  distance  of  many  hun- 
dred miles,  where  they  are  apt  to  degenerate  into 
jobs.  Upon  some  occasion,  when  the  moderate 
Democrats  were  accused  of  yielding  rather  too  much 
to  the  views  of  their  opponents,  a  wag,  during  his 
address  to  a  popular  assembly,  said  :  *  Now  I  think 
these  politicians  are  blowing  hot  and  cold ;  they  are 
too  much  like  crabs  when  in  a  state  of  transition 
between  the  soft  and  the  hard  shell.  I  am  for  the 
whole  hog — I  am  a  Hard-shell.'  And  another  said, 
'  They  are  Polly wogs'  (the  Indian  name  for  tadpoles). 
So  with  the  Loco-focos,  of  which  party  the  Barn- 
burners were   an  extreme.     Now  I  understand  the 
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meaning  of  the  following  curious  paragraph  in  one  of 
the  local  papers  some  weeks  ago :  '  The  organ  of  the 
Hard-shell  Democrats  says  that  orders  have  been  sent 
from  Washington,  enjoining  all  persons  holding  office 
under  the  Central  Government  to  keep  away  from 
the  approaching  Soft-shell  Convention  at  Syracuse ; 
for  this  reason  it  is  anticipated  the  Barn-burners  will 
have    control    of  the    convention,  and    pass  anti- 
Nebraska  resolutions/     The  peculiar  circumstances 
which  gave  origin  to  the  Loco-foco  and  Barn-burner, 
are  these :  during  an  assemblage  of  Democrats,  some 
who  wished  to  disperse  the  meeting  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  the  gas-pipes,  with  an  intention  of  throwing 
darkness  over  the  deliberations  of  the  said  '  conven- 
tion ,'  but  the  Hard-shells,  getting  a  hint  of  this  plot, 
provided  themselves  with  lucifer-matches  and  candles, 
and  when  the  gas  went  out  suddenly,  they  soon  re- 
illuminated  their   proceedings.     Hence    they    were 
called  Loco-focos;  and  an  ultra  Loco-foco  was  taunted 
with  the  sobriquet  of  Barn-burner. 

We  dined  yesterday  at  a  very  pretty  and  well- 
arranged  house,  belonging  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pompelly 
— an  Italian  name,  which  has  been  spoiled  by  the 
substitution  of  an  English  termination.  The  dinner 
was  much  like  one  in  London,  except  that  the  hour 
was  six  instead  of  eight.  1  sat  by  an  American  Major- 
General,  who  has  travelled  much  in  Europe.     From 
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his  countenance  and  manner,  I  should  have  supposed 
him  Bavarian;  but  this  city  contains  a  great  mixture 
of  the  varying  national  characteristics  of  Europe.  In 
one  quarter  Germans  arc  so  numerous,  that  the  signs 
and  designations  of  the  shops  and  eating-houses  are 
in  German.  Many  also  of  the  respectable  inhabit- 
ants there  still  speak  Dutch ;  French  is  less  common, 
but  the  American,  Scotch,  Irish,  and  English  blood 
is  mixed  up  in  tolerably  equal  proportions,  and  in  a 
short  time  all  these  heterogeneous  elements  will  be 
happily  amalgamated. 

To-day  I  went  to  visit  the  library — a  handsome 
and  convenient  building,  well  supplied  with  valuable 
and  useful  books;  and  afterwards  the  Governor  in- 
troduced me  to  the  studio  of  Palmer — a  sculptor  of 
evident  taste  and  talent,  who  has  hitherto  depended 
upon  the  inspiration  of  his  own  mind,  rather  than 
upon  the  study  of  ancient  art.  Near  a  spot  chiefly 
inhabited  by  Dutch  settlers,  I  endeavoured  to  make 
a  sketch  of  Albany,  with  the  distant  mountains,  and 
an  extensive  view  of  the  Hudson  River;  but  my 
fingers  soon  became  so  benumbed  by  cold,  that  I  had 
not  much  success.  The  weather  continues  very  like 
winter  in  England,  but  no  decided  snow  here  ;it 
present. 

November  16. — Yesterday  was  nearly  all  passed 
in  visiting,  to  return  the  civility  of  those  who  have 
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called  or  given  me  i..,itotions.     I  entered  a  great 
■".any  house,.     The  reeeption  rooms  are  generally 
on  the  ground  floor,  handsomely  fitted  up,  usually 
covered  by  English  or  Preneh  carpets,  but  extremely 
owk.     TJ.ey  are    commonly  kept  very  warm    by 
•toves,  or  rather  furnaces,  below.     I  only  saw  one 
open  hoplaec,  in  which  the  fuel  was  a  kind  of  an- 
thracte  coal.     The  houses  are  good,  almost  always 
entered  by  a  single  flight  of  stone  steps;  from  ttoee 
to  four  rooms  on  a  floor,  but  these  rooms  have  a 
bare,  unhomelike  appearance  to  an  English  eye,  from 
the  absence  of  books,  and  work,  and  writing  mate- 
na^s ;  they  look  as  if  in  use  only  for  company.     We 
had  an  agreeable  smaU  dinner-party  at  home-the 
Bishop  of  New  York;  Mr.  Hall,  the  pateontologist, 
and  his  wife;  Mr.  Johnson,  a  judge;  and  one  or  two 
more.     It  ,s  believed  that  the  re-election   of  the 
present  Governor  is  secure.     I  rejoice  in  this,  as  an 
indication  that  good  common  sense,  after  all,prevaUs 
over  an  ill-rcgulated  enthusiasm.     The  other  day  a 
young  man  received  his  pardon  from  Mr.  Seymour 
after  a  «hort  imprisonment.     I„   sneh  a  ease  he' 
usually  sees  the  ofi-ender  upon  his  liberation;    and 
he  gave  this  youth  some  friendly  adviee  upon  the 
danger  of  intemperate  habits.      The    man   looked 
™T,r.sed,  and    exclaimed:  'Why,  sir,  I  had  been 
told  you  were  all  for  liquor,  and  you  don't  look  like 
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one  who  cares  for  it.  '  Remember/  was  the  reply, 
'  that  no  human  law  can  make  a  man  good.  He 
m^-^t  learn  self-c  >'itrol,  and  be  actuated  hy  prin- 
ciple. If  laws  would  have  prevented  you  from  getting 
into   mischief,  you  would  not    have  been  sent  to 

prison.' 

One  day  is  annually  set  apart  by  the  custom 
of  each  State  for  a  general  thanksgiving.  Here 
is  an  example  of  the  form  and  manner  in  which  this 
is  done.  The  Governor  for  the  time  being  selects 
day,  and  then  issues  his  Proclamation,  which  is  pub- 
lished  in  all  the  papers : — 

PEOCLAMATION. 

Br  HoBATio  Seymotje,  Goveenoe  op  thb  State  of 
New  Yoek. 

An  acknowledgment  of  our  dependence  upon  God,  and  of 
our  obligation  to  Him,  is  at  all  times  the  duty  of  a  Christian 
People.  But  when  the.Almiglity  has  again  crowned  the  year 
with  his  goodness,  and  we  are  enjoying  the  gathered  fruits  of 
His  bounty,  it  is  eminently  fitting  that  we  should  offer  the 
sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

I  therefore  appoint  Thursday,  the  30th  day  of  November, 
for  this  appropriate  service ;  and  invite  the  citizens  of  the 
State  to  assemble  on  that  day  in  their  respective  places  of 
worship  to  present  their  acknowledgments  to  the  Parent  of 
the  Universe  for  his  multiplied  mercies.  And  with  our  thanks- 
giving  let  us  mingle  prayers  for  a  continuance  of  the  number- 
less  blessings  we,  as  a  people,  enjoy,  remembering  that  His 
wisdom  alone  can  rightly  direct,  His  power  support,  and  Hia 
goodness  give  strength  and  security. 
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In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name 
and  affixed  the  private  seal  of  the  State,  at  the  City 
Li.  s.]    of  Albany,  this  loth  day  of  November.  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-Four. 

HOEATIO  SEYMOUE. 
By  the  Governor.    H.  W.  De  Put, 

Private  Secretary. 

In  driving  down  one  of  the  streets  here,  my  atten- 
tion  was  attracted  by  the  Manx  Arms-the  three 
Ieg8-a8  a  sign  over  a  tailor^s  shop.     I  was   sure 
the  occupant  must  be  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  on  our  return  I  requested  to  stop  the  carriage, 
that  I  might  ask  a  question.     Upon  going  into  the 
house  I  found   a    man   busily    employed    upon   a 
coat.     '  You  are  a  Manxman,  I  am  certain  ?'     '  To 
be  sure  I  am,'  was  the  answer;   'but  who  are  you?' 
The  tailor  and  the  tailor's  wife  and  daughter  were 
delighted    to  hear   the   name  of  Murray,    and   to 
find  I  had  been  at  Jurby,   about  four  miles  from 
Bishop's  Court,  where  the  man  was  bom :    he  has 
been  nineteen  years  in  America;  he  says  he  has  got' 
on    pretty  well,  but  that  he  works  harder  than  he 
did  at  home.     I  was  invited  to  tea,  and  though  I 
could  not  accept  the  invitation,  it  gave  me  pleasure 
to  see  that  my  visit  was  fully  appreciated.     I  have 
made  a  sketch  of  Bishop's  Court,  for  this  my  friend, 
(Mr.  Crow,)  from  memory;  and  as  he  maintains  it  to' 
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be  the  most  beautiful  place  iu  the  world,  I  think 
the  remembrance  will  be  valued. 

Albany,  November  17. — Mr.  Seymour  and  his 
opponent  are  still  running  neck  to  neck,  although 
we  have  several  times  sit|)posed  the  affair  settled;  this 
election  has  been  more  fluctuating  and  longer  about 
than  any  I  ever  heard  of,  not  entirely  owing  to  the 
great  extent  of  territory  concerned — for  all  the  votes 
were  taken  at  the  different  places  in  one  day ;  but 
they  have  been  very  long  coming  in  here.  At  New 
York,  and  I  think  I  may  say  in  all  the  enlightened 
cities,  Seymour  has  an  overwhelming  majority,  but 
the  distant  counties  and  towns  vote  for  Hiram  Clark, 
and  it  is  now  believed  they  will  elect  him  by  a 
trifling  majority.  The  numbers  to-day  are  132,264 
for  Seymour — 131,111  for  Clark;  there  are,  how- 
ever, a  few  more  returns  to  come  in,  which  may 
be  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

November    18.  —  We    spent    yesterday    evening 

quietly,  drinking  tea  with  Mrs.  S 's  sister,  who 

lives  nearly  opposite :  her  interest  and  excitement 
at  the  present  moment  are  naturally  great,  as  a 
change  of  Governors  will  separate  this  family.  Our 
weather  to-day  promises  to  be  clear  and  fine;  we 
have  had  hardly  anything  but  gloomy,  wet,  cold  days 
since  I  arrived  here  ten  days  ago.  Perhaps  we 
shall  go  to  New  York  this  afternoon.     I  have  heard 
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Of  the  arrival  of  my  Virginian  friend,  Miss  G 

from  England,  and  I  hope  to  meet  her  there  A 
mere  child,  named  Eli  Rheem,  has  performed  an  act 
of  heroism  worthy  of  more  years  and  of  noblest 
times.  I  have  cut  the  details  ont  of  a  trustworthy 
pnnt-for  this  deed  deserves  to  be  celebrated  as 
evmcmg  a  courage  which  throws  that  of  warriors  into 
the  shade. 


A  NOBLE  BOY. 

BESCUE   OF  A  PAS3ENGEE   TEAIN   FEOM   CEETAIN 
DESTBUCTION. 

We  mentioned  a  few  days  since  the  burning  of  the  Tunnel 
Bndge  on  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  Eailroad,  about 
five  miles  south  of  York,  and  since  learn  that  the  conflagra- 
tion  came  very  near  being  followed  by  one  of  the  most  terrible 
disasters  that  has  lately  occurred  in  railroad  travel.  It  is  sup 
posed  that  the  bridge  took  fire  from  the  freight  trains  which 
passed  about  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the 
structure  was  totally  enveloped  in  flames  before  it  was  disco 
vered  by  the  residents  in  the  vicinity.    At  about  nine  o'clock 
the  frame-work  of  the  bridge  fell  through,  and  among  the 
spectators,  some  twenty  in  number,  was  a  little  boy  about 
twelve  years  of  age.  named  Eli  Bheem,  who,  remembering  that 
the  express  passenger  train  was  then  about  due  from  York 
started  off  at  the  top  of  his  speed  to  endeavour  to  stop  thJ 
tram  which  he  knew  must  be  close  at  hand,     is  soon  as  he 
reached  the  curve,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  bridge 
he  observed  the  train  coming  at  fuU  speed,  aud  fearing  that  he' 
would  be  unable  to  stop  them  unless  by  the  use  of  extraordi- 
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nary  means,  the  noble  little  fellow  took  his  position  on  the 
track,  and  running  towards  the  approaching  train  with  his 
hands  raised,  caught  the  attention  of  the  engineer,  who  imme- 
diately reversed  his  engine,  and  stopped  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  impending  destruction,  the  piers  being  some  twenty 
feet  from  the  rocky  bed  below,  and  the  gap  some  sixty  feet 
wide.   Had  the  boy  not  placed  himself  on  the  track,  he  would 
doubtless  have  failed  in  his  noble  effort,  as  the  engineers  are 
so  often  cheated  by  mischievous  boys  on  the  route  that  they 
seldom  pay  any  attention  to  them.    Even  when  he  stopped, 
he  thought  he  had  been  cheated  by  a  youngster  with  more 
daring  than  his  associates,  and  was  surprised  to  see  the  little 
flaxen-headed  fellow  stand  his  ground,  and  endeavouring  to 
recover  his  lost  bf  eath,  to  answer  his  questions  as  to  the  cause 
of  his  interruption.   We  learn  that  the  passengers,  when  they 
ascertained  the  cause  of  the  stoppage  of  the  train,  and  viewed 
the  precipice  over  which  they  were  near  being  dashed,  libe- 
rally rewarded  the  boy  for  his  presence  of  mind  and  daring, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  meeting  yesterday, 
appropriated  loo  dollars  as  an  additional  recompence.    Eli 
Rheem,  a  boy  but  twelve  years  of  age,  was  the  only  one  of 
twenty  persons  present,  most  of  them  men,  who  had  fore- 
thought sufficient  for  the  occasion. — Bait.  American. 

The  name  of  Rheem  leads  one  to  suppose  that  this 
gallant  little  fellow  must  be  of  Dutch  origin ;  I  shall 
he  glad  if  England  can  claim  the  originating  of  his 
parentage.  Alas !  for  the  horrors  of  war  contrast- 
ing with  the  peaceful  triumph  of  this  child !  Our 
brave  soldiers  sacrificed,  to  sacrifice  those  who 
under  difi'erent  circumstances  they  would  die  to 
save  !    I  dread  looking  at  the  Euglish  news.    Every 
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mail  now  brings   sorrowful  intelligence  of  the  fall 
of  some  young  man  who,  if  not  a  relative  of  my 
own,  18  the   darling  of  some  house  and  home  for 
which   I   feel   an  interest.      What    does    not   that 
Russian   deserve  ?      I  trust  he  will  some  day   be 
shut  up  as  a  madman,  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  a 
knife;    and   then  perhaps  his  wretched  serfs  may 
learn   that  Christianity  does  not  teach   them  war. 
To-day  the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Seymour  took  me  to 
see  a  community  of  Shakers,   who  live  about  ten 
miles  from  this  place;  they  appear  to  be  a  harmless 
mdustnous  set  of  people,  a  kind  of  Quaker  Order  of 
Monks  and  Nuns,  who  feed  well,  set  a  good  example 
as  to  morality,  and  neatness,  and  eschew  as  a  crime 
everything  approaching  to  beauty  and  elegance.    We 
had  some  excellent    bread  and   cheese,   saw  them 
make  their  useful  brooms,  and  bought  some  of  their 
delicate  baskets,  in  the  manufacture   of  which  the 
line  of  beauty  has  unconsciously  introduced  itself. 
Kind  Brother  Frederick,  the  ruler  of  the  establish- 
ment,  showed  us  all  over  it.     A  Shaker  village  has 
one  great  advantage  over  other  monastic   commu- 
mties-no  vows   ai-e  imposed,  and  the  freedom  of 
egress  is  perfectly  unshackled.     We  drove  through 
a  high  sandy  district,  with  scattered  woods  of  birch 
and  yellow  pine,  the  ground  diversified  by  low  hills 
with  extensive  views  of  distant  mountains  and  the 
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Hudson  River.     In  passing  through  Albany,  I  was 
shown    some    old    Dutch    houses,    constructed    of 
bricks    which    were    actually    brought    here   from 
Holland !     Now,  the  great  majority  of  buildings  are 
of  brick  made  on  the  spot.     In  this  neighbourhood 
the  usual  snake  fences,     made    with    as  large    a 
quantity  of  timber  as  can  be  put  into  them,  about 
six  feet  high,  are  beginning  to  be  rare :  the  divisions 
consist  offences  straight  and  regular ;  once  it  was  con- 
sidered a  beauty  to  have  as  many  fences  as  possible, 
now    a    contrary  opinion  prevails  hereabouts.     In 
new  clearings,  glaring  white  houses,  with  green  or 
red  blinds  are  still  considered  the  best  taste — na- 
turally enough;    for  in  the   dark  forest  they  were 
more  visible,  and  spoke  of  comfort  and  civilization : 
now  some  taste  for  architecture  is  springing  up  in 
cities  and  their  environs.    Mr.  Seymour  drove  me  in 
a  light  open  carriage,  universal  in  America :  it  has 
wheels  exceedingly  high  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  body.     These  'wagons'  are  certainly  airy  and 
slight,  and  consequently  plunge  into  the  hollows  and 
holes  of  the  tracks  without  risk.     We  had  a  bright 
sun,  and  as  the  wind  was  quiet  I  did  not  mind  cold  j 
but  it  was  very  cold. 

November  19 — Sunday.  —  I  believe  that  my 
journey  to  New  York  is  likely  to  be  delayed  yet  for 
days.     Some  gentlemen  who  came  in  last  night,  say 
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that  the   voting  i^^^^^^^^Zr^^~^^ 

rr  "'  T:  '"^  "  '--'■>«<-".  it  Jl  .equire 
auother  week  before  the  result  can  be  declared;  .„d 
even  then  the  present  Governor,  if  he  should  lose 
would  reaUy  have  a  „.ajority ;  because  a  la^e  numbe; 
of  votes  have  been  given  with  the  initial  H.,  instead  of 
Horat.0  wh,ch  invalidates  them.     The  Shakers,  too 
™h  forh™ ;  but  the  sill,  people  consider  it  aglins 
the,r  pnncples  to  make  use  of  their  votes.    I  wonder 
whether  you  in  England  will  feel  any  interest  in  this 
el    t.o„  for  n>y  American  friend;    or  whether  you 
wUl  be  vexed  that  so  many  pages  of  my  paper  are 
devoted  to  New  York  politic.     This  ^  wl 
probab  y  be  sent  off  before  the  knotty  point  is  made 
strmght,  so  ether  way  you  will  not  get  the  conclusion 
untU  another  mail.     Though  interested,  my  mind  is 
not  at  aU  decided  as  to  whether  I  really  'wish  the 
present  Governor  to  be  in  Ibr  another  year  or  not 
I  should  not  like  him  to  be  beat.       Yet  I  tit 
the  g«,d  effects  of  his  rule  wUl  tell  upon  his  successor 
who,  I  understand,  is  much  his  inferior  in  education' 
and  tdent;  and  rest  will  be  good  for  my  friend 
whale  he  and  M™.  Seymour  will  be  more  at  liberty 
to  make  our  proposed  forest  excursions  next  year 
I  shaU  remam  here  until  the  matter  is  settled  f  for 
as  they  kmdly  wish  to  be  my  guides  in  New  York 
should  we  go  there  whilst  the  decision  is  pending' 

VOL.  I.  p  ^  bt 


aio 


ALBANY. 


i^ 


l! 

t  1 


t 


'*  1 


Mr.  Seymour's  visit  there  will  be  ascribed  to  political 
motives,  which  would  be  unpleasant  to  him. 

After  the  service  this  morning,  the  Bishop- 
elect  of  New  York  baptized  two  children,  one 
about  four,  the  other  rather  more  than  a  year  old ; 
the  ceremony  took  place  at  the  Communion-rail 
under  the  pulpit — the  water  being  blessed  on  the 
reading-desk.  The  father  and  mother,  with  their 
eldest  child,  alone  stood  and  knelt  at  the  rail ;  the 
other  attendants  remained  in  pews.  I  like  the 
custom  of  allowing  parents  to  be  sponsors  for  their 
own  children.  The  service  was  much  the  same  as 
ours.  But  as  after  being  baptized,  the  youngest 
child  was  inclined  to  be  loquacious,  he  was  at  once 
taken  out  of  church  by  the  person  who  carried  him 
in  her  arms.  I  observed  no  particular  smartness  of 
dress  on  this  occasion,  either  for  the  children  or 
their  attendants. 

The  Governor  has  just  proposed  that  Mrs.  Sey- 
mour and  I  shall  go  together  to  New  York  to- 
morrow; and  if  business  permits,  he  will  follow 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  So  we  shall  start 
by  the  eleven  o'clock  train,  and  go  to  the  St. 
Nicholas  Hotel.  I  shall  probably  not  extend 
my  stay  at  New  York  much  beyond  a  week ;  and 
letters  in  future  must  be  addressed  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Crampton,  our  minister  at  Washington.     He 
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is  the  most  likely  person  t„  k„ow  »y  whereabouts; 
and  he  will  I  daresay  forward  communication,  from 
home  during  the  winter,  or  as  long  as  I  remain  in 
the  Southern  States. 

Your  affectionate 

A.  M.  M. 
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New  Yobk,  November  25,  1854. 
My  dear  Friends, 

After  travelling  2685  miles,  here  we  are  at 
New  York.     Since  our  arrival,  on  the  19th,  I  have 
not  had  time  to  write  more  than  a  few  lines,  which 
went  by  yesterday's  mail  to  my  nieces.     I  had  a 
pleasant  journey  by  rail  dovvn  the  beautiful  Hudson ; 
for    the  greater    part  of  the  way  the  line  actually 
runs   through  the  water;  as  between  the  range  of 
the  Catskills  on  one  side,  and  the  rocky  shore  on  the 
other,  it  was  much  easier  to  form  a  road  on  piles, 
where  the  water  is  not  very  deep,  than  to  tunnel 
and  batter  a  course  for  the  trains  through  the  rocks : 
at  one  spot  where  we  did  go  through  them,  a  red 
flag  brought  us  up  for  a  few  minutes,  owing  to 
some  of  the  boundary  having  fallen  in  the  night. 
Mrs.    Seymour,    her    niece,   and    some    gentlemen, 
accompanied  me  from  Albany:    the  Governor  has 
now  arrived   also,  but   it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
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come  down  on  Monday.  Tliis  Hotel  of  St.  Nicholas 
is  quite  a  palace ;  its  only  fault  being  that  the 
gorgeous  silk  furniture,  mirrors,  and  carpets  are 
rather  in  the  extreme  of  magnificence;  however, 
the  rooms  are  comfortable.  I  have  a  hot  and  cold 
bath  attached  to  my  bed-room;  and  as  I  happened 
to  be  rather  ill  yesterday  (for  the  first  time  since  I 
crossed  the  Atlantic),  I  found  the  warm  bath  an 
excellent  remedy,  and  one  which,  if  it  had  not 
been  so  conveniently  placed,  I  should  probably  have 
gone  without.  Tuesday  last  was  spent  in  shopping 
and  visits.  On  Wednesday  the  consecration  of 
my  friend  Dr.  Potter,  the  new  Bishop  of  New 
York,  took  place ;  I  saw  much  of  him  at  Albany, 
still  as  yet  his  residence.  The  ceremony  was  one 
of  much  more  importance  than  that  upon  like  occa- 
sions in  England.  Twelve  bishops  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  clergy  attended,  besides  two  hundred  stu- 
dents of  divinity.  It  was  performed  in  a  pretty  new 
church  called  Trinity,  Early  Perpendicular  in  style; 
all  the  windows  edged  and  surmounted  with  painted 
glass,  which,  though  not  of  the  most  perfect  design 
and  colouring,  is  still  far  better  than  common.  The 
music  was  good,  and  I  observed  no  great  difference 
from  our  consecration  service,  excepting  that  the  new 
bishop  is  robed  in  front  of  the  Communion-table, 
a  custom  which  has  always  prevailed  in  America, 
but  which,  I  think,  detracted   from  the  solemnity 
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of  the  occasion.  In  the  evening  I  was  invited  to 
meet  all  the  bishops  and  a  large  number  of  the 
clergy.  It  was  a  pleasant  party;  and  I  recognised 
the  Bishop  of  Vermont,  who  received  me  with  kind- 
ness  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  consecration  deed 
of  Dr.  Potter,  designed  and  beautifully  illuminated 
by  a  young  lady,  was  on  a  table  of  mediteval  ap- 
pearance. I  was  introduced  to  Bishop  Fulford, 
who  was  absent  during  my  visit  to  Montreal.     He' 

preached  in  the  morning.     Thursday,  Mr.  D , 

one  of  my  American  friends  on  board  the  Canada, 
took  me  to  see  many  places  in  the  city,  and  from' 
the  steeple  summit  of  Trinity  Church  I  gained  a 
good  idea  of  New  York,  with  its  rivers,  islands,  and 
environs;  the   ground    it  is  built  upon  is    almoot 
insular— perhaps   three    or   four    miles    in   width, 
and  fourteen  in  length,  Broadway  nearly  dividing 
it  in  half.     This  street  is  something  between  our 
Strand  and    Oxford-street,  rather  wider  than   the 
former,  quite  as  full  of  traffic  as  either;  but  then  we 
must  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  the  only  great  artery 
of  New  York.     We  drove  in  an  omnibus  through 
Broadway  to   what   is    considered   the    aristocratic 
quarter— for  it  must  be  remarked  that  people  here 
are  not  at  all  less  exclusive  than  in  London— only 
the  diflferences  of  rank  and  wealth  are  evinced  by  a 
more  minute  and  elaborate  attention  to  dress,  and  to 
trifling  conventionalities,  than  with  us.    I  have  been 
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surpi'ised  to  hear  some  men  of  business,  but  of 
wealth,  assert  that  cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  is  a 
proof  of  national  effeminacy !  American  ladies 
bestow  those  hours  of  leisure,  which  English  women 
of  the  same  class  give  to  drawing,  to  the  study  of 
nature,  and  to  mental  cultivation,  almost  wholly  on 
personal  adornment.  Although  it  must  be  admitted 
that  owing  to  the  bad  training  of  their  servants,  ladies 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic  are  compelled  to  look  closely 
into  the  details  of  domestic  economy,  yet  it  is  odd 
that  they  are  generally  far  less  competent  to  the 
performance  of  every-day  and  sick-room  duties 
than  the  daughters  of  our  noblest  houses  in  Great 
Britain;  and  so  long  as  girls  here  devote  a  whole 
hour  for  every  ten  minutes  allowed  by  us  to  the 
toilet,  they  have  no  right  to  make  domestic  affairs 
an  excuse  for  want  of  general  information.  Of 
course  there  are  brilliant  exceptions ;  but  I  fear  the 
national  character  of  women  in  the  United  States 
more  resembles  that  of  self-indulgent  Asiatics  than  of 
energetic  Anglo-Saxons.  And,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
their  children  are  not  being  reared  in  better 
habits.  Human  nature  is  prone  to  extremes;  and 
these  facts  explain  why  some  individuals  desirous  of 
improvement  have  fallen  into  a  mistaken  imitation 
of  manly  character  instead  of  cultivating  feminine 
duties.  Yesterday  we  dined  wiin  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ban- 
croft, at  their  house  in  22nd-street.    Not  having  the 
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organ  of  <  Number/  I  am  rather  plagued  by  having 
numeral  streets,  in  addition  to  the  customary  num. 
bermg  of  doors;  and  8th  street  west  and  28th  street 
east  (No.   8,  perhaps),  make  a  terrible  hubbub  in 
my  memory.-The  23rd  of  November  was  a  very 
wet  day,  and  I  did  not  go  out.-Saturday,  November 
25th.   Mrs.   Seymour   took    me  to  see  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  which  is  extensive,  and  beautifully  situated 
on  the  heights  of  Brooklyn.     But  the  general  appear- 
ance  of  this  place  is  injured  by  a  custom  of  using  up- 
right  white  stone  posts  as  boundaries  for  the  several 
family  burying-grounds.     I  have  remarked  this  at 
all  the  cemeteries,  excepting  those  of  Boston  and 
Toronto.     Auburn  Cemetery,  belonging  to  the  for- 
mer  city,  is  much  the  most  agreeable  and  soothing 
place  of  interment,  from  its  quiet  and  unassuming, 
as  well  as  picturesque  scenery.      Glare  and  grief  are 
antagonistic,  and  intrusive  objects  should  not  meet 
an  eye  still  dim  with  tears;   each  spot  of  ground 
consecrated   to   family  affection  should  be  securely 
but  almost  invisibly  guarded  from  intrusion.  Among 
the  monuments  in  New  York  Cemetery,  that  which 
marks  the  burying-place  of  fire.nen  is  specially  inte- 
resting.    It  is  crowned  by  the  statue  of  a  noble  spirit, 
who  perished  in  his  endeavour  to  rescue  a  child.    In 
one  hand  he  holds  a  speaking-trumpet ;  his  other  arm 
clasps  the  infant,  as  with   a   firm,   but  apparently 
burned   step,   and    upturned    head,  he    endeavours 
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to  reach  security,  and  meets  death.  I  accom- 
panied a  party  to  see  the  Governor  review  the 
militia  regiments  of  New  York.  These,  like  the 
yeomanry  of  England,  are  volunteers ;  men  (even  in 
the  ranks)  of  property  and  consideration.  English, 
French,  Dutch,  Americans,  Irish,  Scotch,  banded 
together  as  far  as  possible  according  to  their  several 
national  feelings  and  peculiarities,  but  each  indi- 
vidual merging  his  national  loyalty  in  one  common 
enthusiasm  for  the  protection  of  the  country  he 
has  permanently  adopted ; — meet  upon  a  day  which 
is  here  known  by  the  name  of  '  Evacuation  Day,'  to 
make  a  grand  demonstration  of  this  unity  of  senti- 
ment ;  and,  although  their  troops  were  not  so  compact 
and  well-drilled  as  regulars,  yet  as  a  body  of  five  or 
six  thousand  men,  not  called  out  for  more  than 
three  days  in  the  year,  they  are  much  to  be  admired ; 
and  one  regiment,  all  dressed  in  bluish  grey,  ma- 
noeuvred with  great  precision. 

I  did  not  feel  my  own  national  amour  propre  the 
least  wounded  upon  this  occasion.  We  may  now 
rejoice  over  the  '  evacuation '  with  as  hearty  good 
will  as  the  Americans  themselves,  and  at  the  same 
time  feel  a  rational  degree  of  pride  that  old  England 
sent  forth,  and  originally  nurtured,  such  promising 
citizens  for  the  New  World.  Although  the  Governor 
of  New  York  is  Commander-in-chief,  and  a  staff  of 
officers  in  full  regimentals  surround  him,  he  wears 
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no  uniform,  but  always  appears  the  civil  officer  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Seymour  reviewed  these  troops 
m  front  of  the  City  Hall,  with  as  much  tran- 
quiUity  of  manner  and  simple  dignity  as  might 
have  been  evinced  by  any  one  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced of  our  public  men.  It  is  impossible 
to  find  more  entire  freedom  from  self-consciousness  in 
any  man,  while  the  claims  of  duty  and  of  kind- 
ness  are  never  put  out  of  sight  or  omitted  by 
him.  '' 

On    Sunday  I   went  to  a   chapel   in  Brooklyn 
to  hear  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Beecher  Stowe  preach 
to  a  very  crowded  congregation.     His   sermon  was 
one  of  great  eloquence  and  originality;  in  style  and 
manner  too  familiar  to  suit  English  ideas :  but  it  was 
eminently  practical,  and  so  much  of  truth  and  wis- 
dom was  to  be  culled  out  of  a  somewhat  rugged  and 
informal  chain  of  argument,  that  no  eye   slumbered 
and  no  person^s  attention  flagged  during  a  very  long 
discourse. 

November  27.-This  morning  I  breakfasted  with 

Mr.  aud  Mrs.  B ,  to  meet  several  agreeable  people, 

among  them  the  preacher,  Mr.  H.  Beecher.  I  liked 
his  earnest,  powerful  mind;  although  upon  the 
topics  of  slavery  and  prohibitory  laws,  I  doubted  his 
arguments.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Governor,  Mrs. 
Seymour,  and  I  visited  print-shops  and  galleries.  He 
wished  much  to  see  Sir  Edwin  Landseer's  picture  of 
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'  The  Twins/  but  it  had  been'  just  packed  up  and  sent 
off  to  Boston. 

November  28. — We  all  breakfasted  with  Miss 
Lynch  the  poetess ;  we  had  there  another  pleasant 
party,  and  again  Mr.  Beecher,  whose  discussions  wdth 
the  Governor  upon  social  subjects  were  very  interest- 
ing. I  forgot  to  mention  the  opera  last  night — Grisi 
and  Mario  :  the  latter  sang  to  perfection ;  Grisi  less 
rich  and  powerful  in  tone  than  I  remember  her  for- 
merly, but  still  wonderful.      Mr.  D took  me  to 

visit  a  gentlemanly  and  intelligent  young  man,  by 
trade  a  coachmaker,  who  seems  to  have  travelled  and 
observed  nature  more  than  is  common  in  this  land  of 
business ;  and  in  his  possession  I  saw  one  of  those 
curious  eyeless  fish  from  the  Mammoth  Cave  of  Ken- 
tucky. It  is  preserved  in  spirits,  about  the  size  and 
somewhat  of  the  form  of  a  fresh-water  perch,  about 
five  inches  long.  I  thought  there  was  a  faint  mark 
on  the  spots  where  eyes  usually  are,  but  nothing 
more ;  and  a  small  kind  of  crayfish  from  the  same 
locality  was  also  deficient  in  visual  organs.  I  shall 
probably  go  to  that  Cave,  when  I  may  procure  speci- 
mens ;  and  I  shall  try  to  get  one  preserved  without 
spirits.  The  rest  of  my  day  was  taken  up  by  neces- 
sary social  visits;  but  I  saw  various  parts  of  the 
town. 

Wednesday,  November    29. — I    went    with    the 
Governor  to  view  all  the  Philanthropic  and  Penal  est«- 
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blishments, which,  much  to  the  credit,  the  generosity, 
and  the  good  feeling  of  New  York  State,  have  been 
founded  and  organized  upon  the  two  Islands  of  Ran- 
dall and  Blackwell.     The  East  Ri.er  pours  down  in 
rapid  torrents  on  either  side  of  these  islands,  so  as 
to  add  security,  as    well    as  to    contribute  to   the 
salubrity    of    these  estabhshments.      A  four-oared 
boat  took  us  oflF  about  seven  miles  from  the  city. 
We  first  landed  upon  Randall  Island,  where  there  is 
a  very  large   Refuge  just   opened  for  delinquents ; 
and    there    the    great    pauper    establishments    for 
children,  and  also  an  Emigrant's  Home,  are  situated. 
Eight  hundred  happy-looking  orderly  boys  marched 
about  to  the  time  of  their  own  drums  and  fifes,  form- 
ing a  young  regiment.     They  manoeuvred  with  more 
precision,  and  dressed  their  lines  more  evenly,  than 
the  troops  we  saw  reviewed  on  Friday.     Their  com- 
mander  and  drill  sergeant  was  an  idiot  man   about 
forty.     He  has  the  love  and  the  strict  obedience  of 
his  children,   although  upon  every  subject   except- 
ing    military   discipline  his  mind  is  a   blank.      It 
was  pleasing  to  see  the  innocent  enjoyment  of  this 
poor  general  and  his  young  soldiers.     One  point  of 
sympathy  links  them  together;  may  they  remain 
warriors  of  love    rather    than    of  contention-the 
teachers  and  the  learners  of  Christian  obedience  and 
of  religious  duty.     The  girls  (about  six  hundred)  ap- 
peared  to  be  equally  well  trained  and  cheerful  in  their 
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several  occupations.  In  no  institution  have  I  ever 
seen  cleanliness  and  order  more  complete  and  perfect 
than  in  these.  The  quarter  for  emigrants  aho  gave 
rise  to  feeUngs  of  satisfaction.  a    open  to  all 

destitute  strangers  during  any  per?  :,  not  exceeding 
five  years  from  their  first  arrival  on  these  shores. 
Six  hundred  infants,  upon  an  average,  are  yearly  bom 
within  its  precincts.  We  saw  mothers  and  infants 
well  nursed  and  cared  for — occupation  for  the  indus- 
trious, training  for  the  idle  j  and  all  appeared  quiet 
and  contented  in  their  temporary  home.  I  heard  of 
very  little  sickness — only  five  or  six  cases  of  cholera ; 
but  there  are  hospitals  for  children  with  chronic  dis- 
eases— one  ward  full  of  whoopiug-cough  patients, 
and  another  where  a  few  were  sick  with  feverish  com- 
plaints, all  thoroughly  ventilated,  and  apparently  all 
made  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  would  ad- 
mit. On  Blackwell  Island  we  saw  a  large  and  ex- 
cellent Asylum  for  the  Insane,  a  Pauper  House  of 
Industry,  and  a  Penal  establishment — good  in  their 
several  ways.  On  the  two  islands  there  is  a  population 
of  ten  thousand — children,  women,  and  men — desti- 
tute, sick,  or  sinful.  Nowhere  can  one  find  a  spirit  of 
more  generous  and  enlightened  charity  than  that 
evinced  by  these  and  the  other  philanthropic  insti- 
tutions of  New  York.  A  great  variety  of  shipping 
and  numerous  steamers  are  constantly  passing  down 
the  river  on    each  side.     The  sight  of  these,  ma- 
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noeuvring  through  its  shoals  and  rapids,  must  be  a  con- 
stant source  of  amusement  and  interest  to  the  island 
denizens.     I  saw  a  steamboat  which  whirled  down 
with  a  marvellous  rapidity,  and  numerous  sailing- 
vessels  were  tacking  backwards  and  forwards,  pre- 
paring  to  pass  through  that  '  Hell-gate'  on  the'river 
where  an  English  frigate  was  once  wrecked.     This 
appellation  was  derived  from  Dutch   settlers.     We 
again  entered  a  boat,  and  crossed  the  rapid  stream  to 
a  point   where  carriages  soon  conveyed  our  party 
back  to  the   St.  Nicholas   Hotel  in  time  to  fulfil  a 
dinner  engagement.     I  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting 
by  the  poet  Bryant,  with  his  picturesque  grey  head 
and  beard. 

Thursday/,  November  SO.-Thanksgiving-day;  an 
annual  festival,  religious  and  sociaJ,  ^ciamanded  and 
celebrated  by  each  State.  Bi-t  it  was  sad  to  me ;  for 
that  morning  brought  accounts  from  the  armies  at 
Sebastopol,   and   tidings    of  th(    death  of   General 

S ,  and  others  known  to  me,  or  dear  to  those 

I  know.  Still  I  cannot  wish  the  place  to  be 
taken  until  our  troops  are  strengthened  by  reinforce- 
ments. 

Friday,  December  1.— Dr.  Torey  came  after 
breakfast;  he  looked  over  my  gathering  of  plants, 
and  was  much  interested  by  the  specimens  of  those 
got  at  Point  Levi.  The  fern  I  found  in  wet 
meadows  at  Lake  St.  Charles,  is  Botrychium  sim- 
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plex.  I  find  the  Geradias  are  most  of  them  para- 
sitical upon  other  living  plants,  which  makes  the 
idea  of  introducing  them  into  our  English  gardens 

nearly  hopeless.     Mr.  D was  so  obliging  as  to 

guide  me  to  some  necessary  calls.  I  made  one 
attempt  to  find  my  own  way  through  these  puz- 
zling streets,  and  it  proved  very  unsuccessful.  Satur- 
day, at  Professor  Renwick's,  ai,  5th  Avenue — I 
came  here  to  an  early  dinner,  after  parting  with 
the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Seymour  for  a  few  days: 
they  promise  to  meet  me  on  Thursday,  at  the  hotel. 
West  Point.  Monday :  Mr.  B has  made  an  en- 
gagement for  me  to  go  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  S , 

on  the  Hudson,  where  I  shall  meet  Washington 
Irving,  who  lives  near.  Before  leaving  the  St. 
Nicholas,  I  was  annoyed  by  discovering  that  my 
four  best  coloured  drawings  of  Niagara  Falls  had 
been  abstracted  from  a  portfolio,  and  other  indifferent 
ones  left.  This  looks  as  if  the  thief  had  an  artistic 
judgment,  which  is  not  very  common  here.  I  have 
oflfered  a  reward,  and  done  all  possible  for  their  resto- 
ration: the  loss  is  irreparable  to  me;  and  it  is  a  poor 
consolation  that  any  one  should  have  considered 
them  valuable  enough  to  be  an  object  of  theft !  The 
Canada  Falls,  and  the  American  Falls  from  Goat 
Island,  the  latter  at  sunrise  and  the  former  at 
sunset,  were  the  subjects  which  seem  to  have 
attracted  the  notice  and  the  cupidity  of  some  one  who 
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took  them  away  from  the  Governor's  private  room 
This  IS  the  third  robbery  I  have  suffered  since  I  came 
to  America.      Paint-brushes  and  pencils  all   stolen 
out    of  my  bag  at  Montreal;    cloaks   and  shawls 
carried  off  during    the    railway    accident    between 
Niagara  and  Candaigua;  and  now  my  drawings!    So 
many  indifferent    subjects    cross    the    Atlantic    in 
hopes  of  finding  prey  here,  that  pickpocketing 'and 
petty  thefts  are  common;   indeed  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  guard  against  them;  and,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  compensations,  I  must  be  content  to 
put  up  with  such  trivial  miseries,  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  frank  my  life  and  limbs  through  the  perils 
of  extensive  journeying  by  land  and  sea.    Sunday  I 
went  to  Grace  Church,  a  Gothic  elevation  designed 
by  a  son  of  Professor  Renwick;  the  effect  is  much 
injured  by  all  the  windows  being  of  painted  glass 
of  vivid  colours,  ill  arranged;  there  were  some  good 
bits,  and  erasure  with  a  sponge  would  relieve  these 
loaded  panes  and  improve  the  general  effect,  even 
without  any  other  change  in  the  coloured  glass.    As  it 
IS  the  church  is  made  too  obscure,  and  good  taste 
offended  by  red,  blue,  and  yellow,  interspersed  without 
the  smallest  reference  to  harmony-that  great  require- 
ment  without  which  design  is  nothing  in  stained 
wmdows.   I  walked  back  to  5th  Avenue  in  such  heavy 
ram  that  no  umbrella  could  avaU  to  keep  me  dry 
even  for  a  short  distance ;  and  though  my  qocality' 
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bump  carried  me  back  in  the  right  direction,  yet  on 
arriving  at  the  place,  I  rang  at  a  wrong  door ;  for  as 
there  is  a  street  at  right  angles  to  the  house,  I  had 
never  studied  its  exterior  appearance,  and  therefore 
was  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  it  from  three  other 
corners;  till  I  walked  up  stairs  and  disturbed  a 
strange  gentleman,  I  did  not  find  out  my  error.    Mr. 

F ,  the  protector  of  emigrants,  whom  I  met  last 

at  Spencer  Wood,  accompanied  me  yesterday  to  see 
the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
I  had  only  a  short  time  for  my  visit,  but  it  was  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  my  mind  of  their  excellent  training  j 
one  of  the  masters  is  himself  a  deaf  mute  who  was 
brought  up  in  the  school,  and  the  wife  of  another  was 
also  a  pupil :  she  is  pretty  and  intelligent,  but  still 
remains  only  able  to  express  herself  by  signs  and 
writing. 

I  was  introduced  to  the  first  class  as  an  English 
lady  who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  see  their 
country  and  its  institutions :  each  young  person 
wrote  upon  his  or  her  slate  a  little  address,  varied 
in  expression  according  to  individual  character  and 
feeling.  Gratification  at  my  visit  and  respect  for 
Britain  were  predominant ;  one  or  two  made  use  of 
the  expression  '  proud'  England,  but  erased  it  imme- 
diately upon  my  suggesting  that  'old'  England 
would  be  more  appropriate.  The  superintendent, 
Mr.  Peat,  made  a  request  that   I  would  propose  a 
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subject  upon  which  they  could  offer  the  conclusions 
of  their    own  minds.     I   inquired    'Whether    the 
motive  of  love,  or  that  of  emulation,  was  that  by 
which  the  course  of  education  could  best  be  guided ' 
All  but  one  preferred   love  :   some  because  it  was 
the  great  Christian  rule;  others  because  it  was  the 
most  effective;   and  one,  who  at  first  was  in  favour 
of  emulation,  rubbed   out    her    sentence    with    an 
air  of  repentance,  when  she  read  what  she  thought 
the  better  choice  made  by  her  associates.     I  found 

that  neither  Mr.  F nor  Mr.  C were  of  my 

opimon    respecting  the    best  modes  of  eradicating 
slavery  and  drunkenness.     I  thought  their  reasons 
for  passing  the  Maine  law  told  against  themselves  • 
for  mstance-'that  a  large  number  of  the  population 
were  m  favour  of  iV     Is  not  this  very  fact  a  proof 
that  If  you  leave  improvement  to  take  its  own  course 
the  misuse   of  stimulants  will    cure  itself;    and    a 
proof,  also,   that  intemperance  is  gradually  lessen- 
mg?     For,  some  years  ago,  the  people  would  not 
have   favoured  a  sumptuary   law   working  against 
their  own  liberty,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
sobriety.     It  is  said  the  Maine  law  is  acting  advan- 
tageously in  that  State.     Not  a  good  argument,  I 
thmk ;  because  temporary  success  does  not  justify 
mistaken  principles;  besides  which,   I  have  reason 
to  beheve  that  the  improvement  is  more  on  the  sur 
face  than  radical ;  that  much  more  drinking  is  now 
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done  on  the  sly ;  and  thus  ill-informed  though  well- 
intentioned  people  have   heen    offering   a   bonus  to 
hypocrifty,  while  they  thought  they  were  discouraging 
intemperance.     I  find  there  are  now  laws  enough  in 
the  State  of  New  York  to  keep  down  liquor-shops, 
if  they  were  executed :  but  no ;  it  is  too  difficult  to 
put  in  force  laws  against  individual  failings.     There- 
fore such  laws  become  a  dead  letter ;   and  now  they 
want    to   heap   more    prohibitions  on  the   statute- 
book,  to  make  up  for  not  enforcing  the  first.     They 
may  as  well  fight  the  wind.     Human  nature  was 
put  into  this  world  to  learn   self-control,   and  to 
gain  experience ;  a  man  will  never  be  the  more  vir- 
tuous for  prohibitions,  or  the  more  strong-minded 
for  being  kept  wholly  away  from  temptation:    he 
must  learn  to  refuse  the  evil  and  choose  the  good, 
and,  if  he  will  not  learn  this  by  the  inculcation  of 
good  principles,  he  will  never  become  more  strong  in 
virtue  by  being  kept  out  of  the  reach  of  evil.     This 
is  the  principle   of  the  public  schools  in  England. 
The  head  masters  of  Eton,  and  perhaps  of  the  other 
schools,  have  falsified  it  with  regard  to  smoking; 
and  what  is   the  consequence  ?     The  boys  consider 
it  manly  to  brave   punishment ;  and  there  are  few 
among  them  to  whom  cigars  are  not  growing  to  be 
a   necessary  indulgence;    besides  which,  they  half 
smother  themselves  by  putting  their  heads  under 
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water  to  disguise  the  Rracll ;  whereas,  if  the  habit 
had  been  treated  as  ungentlemanly  and  suited  only 
to  the  ale-house,  without  any  positive  prohibition,  it 
would  probably,  like  other  fashions,  have  become 
obsolete. 

December  4.— I  went  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B 

and  Mr.  O to  a  pretty  cottage  on  the  Hudson 

River,    to    visit    Mr.    and    Mrs.    G.    S :    the 

country  all  white  j  so  much  snow  that,  for  the  first 
time,  I  was  driven  in  a  sleigh  from  the  railway, 
station.     I  found  a  pleasant  family,  whose  mode  of 
life   and  arrangements  were  very  much  those  of  a 
small  household  in  England.     We  paid  a  morning 
visit  to  Washington  Irving  :  he  is  a  much  younger- 
looking  man  than  I  expected  to  see ;  nothing  of  the 
petted  or  the  spoilt  favourite  in  his  simple  retiring 
manner  :  he  was  all,  and  more,  than  I  expected;  and 
I  felt   unalloyed  pleasure  in  such  an  introduction. 
Bitter  winds  and  snow  continuing,  I  must  give  up 
any  idea  of  West  Point  for  the  present,  and  be  con- 
tent with  two   or  three  days  pleasantly  and  quietly 
spent.     To-morrow  I  shall  go  to  Tarry  Town;  and 
if  the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Seymour  do  not  meet  me 
there,  I  shall  fufil  my  engagement  to  them  by  re- 
turning to  Albany. 

December  8.— I  came  on  to  Albany  last  night  in 
cold  snowy  weather,   and  rejoined  my  friends,  as 
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they  were  unable  to  come  to  me.  The  journey  was 
not  pleasant,  though  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  were 
still  fine,  even  in  their  wintry  dress.  The  steamer 
which  brought  us  over  the  river  from  the  railway 
station  went  crashing  through  the  ice ;  and  I  was 
not  sorry  to  find  myself  in  State-street. 

Friday i^th. — Mrs.  Seymour  took  me  out  in  a  sleigh 
to  pay  some  visits ;  the  coldest  day  I  have  ever  felt. 

Saturday,  December  9.  — We  walked  to  the 
Senate-house  and  some  other  places.  The  streets 
very  slippery ;  sleighs  with  their  bells  in  all  direc- 
tions. Dined  out  Better  news  from  the  East: 
reinforcements  have  reached  our  army.  As  it  has 
already  fought  and  conquered  five  to  one,  I  cannot 
share  the  apprehensions  of  those  who  fear  the  allied 
troops  will  be  beaten  out  of  the  Crimea.  The 
power  of  Russia  was  underrated,  and  for  that  we  are 
punished. 

December  10. — There  has  been  a  thaw,  and  snow 
is  decreasing.  The  sleighs  seem  to  go  heavily ;  those 
with  one  horse  are  called  cutters.  It  is  only  the 
machines  drawn  by  two  which  are  dignified  by  the 
name  of  sleighs.  The  Governor  is  busy  winding 
up  business,  so  as  to  place  the  afiairs  of  the  State  in 
the  hands  of  his  successor,  Hiram  Clark,  by  the  ist 
of  January.  I  have  not  seen  this  gentleman;  it 
does  not  seem  that  his  talents  are  appreciated  highly 
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by  individuals  who  have  been  voting  for  him  be- 
cause he  belongs  to  their  particular  party,  while 
Mr.  Seymour  appears  to  be  liked  by  those  who 
voted  against  him.  I  extract  the  following  from  a 
paper  politically  opposed : — 

'  Governor  Seymour,  in  his  late  admirable  address 
at  the  opening  of  the  New  House  of  Refuge,  near 
New  York,  stated  that  '  during  this  last  year  he  had 
been  compelled  to  act  upon  two  thousand  cases  for 
pardon.     This  duty  is  not  only  most  arduous,  but 
most  perplexing  and  unpleasant.     To  exercise  the 
pardoning   power  discreetly   requires   much  labour 
and  anxious  thought ;    the  entreaties  of  friends,  of 
wives,   parents,   children,   is    often  overwhelmingly 
painful ;  and  he  would  be  more  than  human  who  did 
not  sometimes  err  in  the  exercise  of  this  important 
prerogative.     Our  Governors  have,  however,  seldom 
subjected  themselves  to  just  censure  in  the  exercise 
of  their  power,  and  Governor  Seymour  as  seldom  as 
any  of  his  predecessors.     His  decisions  have  almost 
uniformly  been  wise  and  humane;   and  if  he  has 
sometimes  crushed  the  hopes  of  the  unhappy  rela- 
tives of  the  imprisoned,  it  has  never  been  because 
he  did  not  sympathize  with  them  in  their  deep  mis- 
fortune, but  because  he  believed  justice  forbade  the 
exercise  of  the  clemency  sought.' 

When  one  considers  the  vast  distances  in  this 
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Union,  and  the  size  of  its  component  parts,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  how  little  a  government  of  centraliza- 
tion can  ever  suit  the  wants  of  so  large  and  hetero- 
geneous an  Empire.  The  State  of  New  York  alone 
is  as  large  as  all  England,  and  it  is  evident  that  local 
governments,  such  as  California  or  Virginia,  must 
have  a  much  better  idea  of  the  genius  and  the  re- 
quirements of  their  several  countries  than  can  be 
gained  by  the  President  and  the  Congress  in  session 
at  Washington;  so,  for  all  local  purposes,  each  State 
ought  to  govern  itself,  and  that  must  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  founders  of  the  Union. 

It  is  true  that  as  yet  police  and  postal  arrange- 
ments are  in  their  infancy,  and  to  an  English  ob- 
server they  appear  but  clumsily  organized ;  but  time 
will  improve  and  consolidate  these  matters,  and  I 
should  hope  that  a  future  generation  will  also  con- 
sider the  exercise  of  political  rights  as  due  rather  to 
property,  and  the  virtues  of  principle,  independence, 
and  freedom  from  selfish  motives,  than  to  the  mere  fact 
of  an  ignorant,  profligate  individual  having  lived,  and 
perhaps  misused,  twenty-one  years  of  life;  so  instead 
of  the  '  Know-nothing'  proposition  to  take  away  the 
elective  franchise    from    newly    imported    citizens, 
(which  would  be  invidious  enough  among  a  people 
who  owe  their  success  and  prosperity  to  a  mixture 
of  races  added    to    the  Anglo-Saxon    element,)    it 
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appears  common  sense  that  the  electors  of  Governors 
should  be  those  who  have  some  reasonable  ideas  of 
government,  and  some  stake  in  the  common  pro- 
sperity.      We  this   day  heard   a    sermon  embody, 
mg  higher   church    assumption  than  even  English 
Tractarianism;    it   strongly  maintained  infallibility 
for  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in    scriptural 
matters.      The    kind    and    good    Bishop    of  New 
York  was   present;   but    his   advocacy  of  Church 
claims    is   not    that   of    spiritual    despotism;    like 
Fenelon,  Bishop    Horatio  Potter  would  lead  home 
the  peasant's  cow;   his  Christian  benevolence  can 
never   be   moved   or   guided  by  a   thought  which 
could  mar  its  charity.— The  rain  falls  fast,  and  I  hope 
to  get  south  before  snow  and  ice  again  encumber 
the  roads  and  streets. 

Monday,   December    ii.-Snow    again,    but    the 
thaw  proceeding.     I  sent  my  letter,  containing  the 
hair  of  the  poor  old  woman  whose  son  has  become  a 
Mormon,  by  a  channel   through  which  it  may  pro- 
bably  reach  the  Salt  Lake.     I   think  the  possible 
future  of  that  extraordinary  community  an  interest- 
ing   speculation.     Strange    that    the    off-scourings 
of  European  civilization  should    establish  polygamy 
—a  practice  branded  as  felonious  by   every  other 
State  in  the  Union,  a  barbarism  which  even  Turkey 
is   gradually  casting    oflFl     Does    not    this    show 
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the  tendency  of  ignorance  to  return  again  to  the 
habits  of  savage  life,  and  also  to  go  back  to  the 
government  of  a  theocracy  because  they  feel  them- 
selves incapable  of  self-government  ?  Yet  even  the 
present  condition  and  past  history  of  this  singular 
community  is  not  without  some  elements  of  gran- 
deur, and  even  of  promise.  Expelled  by  persecution 
and  violence  from  the  parent  state,  the  Mormons 
earnestly  and  sagaciously  employed  themselves  to 
build  up  a  state  for  themselves.  '  Driven  from  civi- 
lized life,  they  sought  rest  and  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  the  desert.'  Blinded  as  they  are  by  super- 
stition and  fanaticism,  they  are  still  pioneers  of  civi- 
lization, and  it  is  impossible  not  to  admire  the  vigour 
and  energy  with  which  they  accomplished  their 
hegira.  Sitting  proudly  at  the  foot  of  the  Wahsach 
mountains,  the  City  of  the  Salt  Lake  begins  to 
fulfil  the  magnificent  projects  of  its  founders,  and 
rolls  it  along  an  arid  desert  like  the  roses  of  Jericho 
[Anah.atica],  to  find  fresh  soil  and  new  homes  in 
the  desert.  Thei  rsettlement  only  dates  from  ^47  :  yet 
wide  and  well  watered  streets  and  gardens,  churches, 
school-houses,  mills,  and  public  buildings,  now  orna- 
ment a  city  laid  out  upon  a  plan  capable  of  including 
half  a  million  of  inhabitants.  Though  the  people  and 
their  institutions  have  departed  widely  and  vilely 
from  the   laws  of  morality  and  Christianity,  as  the 
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darkness  of  ignorance  becomes  enlightened,  we  must 
hope  the  influence  of  designing  villains  wiU  be 
shaken  off,  and  that  of  the  better  minded  gain  a 
reasonable  influence  over  the  deluded,  but  not  evil- 
intentioned  majority  j  so  that,  before  very  long,  the 
slough  which  at  present  contaminates  and  defaces  the 
body  pontic  of  the  Mormonite  community  may  be 
cast  off.  ^ 

Your  affectionate 

A.  M.  M. 
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LETTER  XIV. 


New  Yoek,  Bee.  13,  1854. 
My  dear  Friends — 

An  American  gentleman  with  whom  I  have 
become  well  acquainted,  took  charge  of  me  yesterday 
from  Albany.     I  left  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  with 
regret,  but  they  promise  to  come  to  Washington 
before  I    proceed   farther   south.     On  Saturday   I 
again  visited   the   great   palaeontologist,    Mr,  Hall. 
He  gave  me  an  interesting  and  instructive  geological 
chart  of  his  own  arrangement,  which,  while  it  exem- 
plifies only  the  geology  of  New  York  and  the  adjoining 
States  is,  in  fact,  an  epitome  of  that  of  the  world ;  as 
from  the  primitive  rocks,  the  strata  follow  in  regular 
succession  up  to  the  cretaceous,  tertiary,  and  alluvial, 
wanting  only  those  beds  of  oolite  and  chalk  which, 
though  well  known  in  England,  are  not  to  be  seen 
here.     In  Mr.  HalPs  map,  the  principal  fossils  to  be 

found  in  each  formation  are  represented  above  it 

a  plan  which  considerably  assists  the  tyro.     The 
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Governor  of  New  York  promises  me  some  specimens 
of  a  new  mineral  lately  found  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Superior,  which  has  been  named  '  chloractolite/  from 
its  bright  starry  lustre.     It  something  resembles  a 
dark  green    serpentine  in  colour,  but  the   shining 
brilliant  appearance  it  has  will  render  it  valuable  for 
jewellery  purposes.  No  specimens  have  yet  been  found 
n^och  larger  than  a  sixpence,  and  most  I  saw  were 
not  bigger  than  pearls.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  came  to 
Albany  in  the  evening:  he  told  us  about  his  geological 
tour  round  Lake  Superior  and  Michigan,  and  let  me 
have  reports  by  the  United  States'  geologists  Foster 
and  Whitney,  which  include  some  very  interesting 
sketches  of  the  trap-rock  called  the  Monument  on 
Isle  Royal,  and  of  the  singular  castle-shaped  forma- 
tions which  border  part  of  Lake  Superior.    I  recollect 
that  Banvard's    Mississippi    Panorama    represented 
rocks  beyond  St.  Louis  of  a  castellated  form.     The 
light  was  more  favourable  this  morning  for  seeing 
the  Hudson    River   than    when   I  went  up  it  last. 
We  left  much  snow  at  Albany ;  but  upon  approaching 
New  York  the  ground  was  no  longer  white,  and  an 
afternoon  clear  and  sunshiny  concluded   by  a  pro- 
mising red  sunset.     We  arrived  at  the  St.  Nicholas 
Hotel  soon  after  five  o'clock.    Mrs.  Elizabeth  Black- 
well  came  to  see  me  in  the  evening.     I   had  some 
conversation   with    Mr.    Delevan,  one   of  the  con- 
scientious promoters  of  the  Maine  Law,  &c.     I  was 
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not  convinced  by  his  arguments;  I  could  not  help 
thinking   that  he  forgot  the  American  principle  of 
individual  freedom ;  the  same  reasoning  he  made  use 
of  would  hold  good  for  every  kind  of  interference 
with  our  neighbours  when  we  disapprove  their  con- 
duct.    It  is  curious  that  the  New  England  people, 
descendants  of  those  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  preserve  their  own   freedom  of  opinion, 
have  ever  proved  themselves  intolerant  as  regards 
the  spiritual  liberty  of  others. 

December  15.—!  visited  the  Five  Points  yesterday, 
and  my  expectations  were  fully  realized.     No  fine 
buildings,  no  clap-trap  exhibitions  of  classification 
and  order  and  philanthropic  luxury.      Mr.   Peate's 
charity  '  worketh  by  love.'    The  destitute,  the  friend- 
less, the    erring,  here  find   aid,  friendship,   advice, 
and  consolation;  the  poor  '  have  the  Gospel  preached 
to  them,'  and  the  sick  and  the  sorrowful  are  healed, 
comforted,  and  bid  to  go  in  peace,  as  Christ  would 
have  bid  them  go. 

December  16.— A  return  of  visits  occupied  nearly 
the  whole  of  yesterday,  as  I  set  out  this  morning 
by  rail  to  Philadelphia.     I  went  across  the  ferry  to 

Brooklyn,  to  call  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S 's,  (of 

Ottawa)    youngest  daughter,    Mrs.    C ,   and  I 

there  met  John  Mackay,  who  told  me  that  my  wish 
is  gratified  by  the  name  of  Bytown  being  finally 
changed  to  that  of  Ottawa  City.     The  weather  here 
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is  now  damp  and  mild.  I  crossed  the  North  River 
ferry  at  nine  o'clock,  to  take  the  cars  for  Phila- 
delphia. We  passed  through  several  towns,  in  a  flat 
country,  devoid  of  picturesque  scenery  for  the  first 
sixty  miles.  Then  at  last  I  could  have  believed 
myself  on  the  western  outskirts  of  the  New  Forest, 
substituting  hemlock  spruce  and  red  cedars  for  the 
yews  and  hollies  of  England.  As  we  approached  the 
shores  of  the  Delaware,  the  red  cedars  became  so 
numerous  that  many  of  the  fields  were  bordered  with 
them;  and  from  their  regularity  I  suppose  they 
must  have  been  planted.  I  am  glad  to  see  some 
signs  of  planted  trees  in  this  State  and  that  of  New 
York ;  so  some  of  these  days  these  may  be  fine  single 
trees.  At  present  I  have  not  met  with  anything  I 
should  call  fine-spreading  ornamental  timber;  and 
I  see  that  it  can  only  arise  from  new  plantations  : 
for  the  trees  of  the  "forest  run  up  tall  and  slender, 
without  tap  roots,  and  they  have  such  slight  hold  of 
the  ground,  that  when  thinned  out  or  left  standing 
alone,  the  first  storm  lays  them  prostrate.  The 
Delawaj-e  is  a  fine  river,  and  Philadelphia  an  exten- 
sive city ;  but  there  is  an  uninteresting  sameness  in 
its  iong  streets  of  red  brick  houses,  with  glaring 
white  window-shutters.  Circumstances  will  not 
allow  of  my  prolonging  my  stay  beyond  to-morrow , 
I  observe  no  more  evidence  of  Quakerism  in  this 
town  than  in  any  other. 
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—A  gloomy-looking,  wintry 
w>  and  the  cold  less  extreme 
han  at  Albany.     After  a  seareh  of  two  hours  yes- 
terday    afternoon,    I    found  the    residence    of    the 
Bishop  of  Pennsylvama,  brother   to  the  Bishop  of 
New  York.  I  was  kindly  received  by  Mrs.  Potter,  and 
spent  the  evening  at  her  house;  but  the  bishop  is 
absent  upon  distant  episcopal  duty-much  to   my 
regret.     I  was  taken  to   St.  Andrew^s  church  this 
mommg,  and  heard  a  sermon  devoid  of  hope  and  love 
--depravity,  total   depravity-gloom,   misery,    and 
despair-the  light  of  the  Gospel  extinguished,  and 
Bin  and  Satan    made    despotic  over  this  wretched 
world  f    The  church  was  crammed;  but  I  saw  several 
people  sleeping  soundly  through  the  preachei^s  de- 
nunciations,  and  few  appeared  to  be  edified.     I  have 
now  heard  the  two  extremes  of  preachers,  high  and 
ow,  each  taking  a  one-sided  view,  and  each  main- 
tammg  a  kind  of  infallibility  for  their  own  individual 
opmion  under  the  shields  of  Church  and  Scripture- 
both  equally  dogmatic,  and  equally  sure  that  every 
view  except    his  own   is  erroneous.     I   drank  tea 

with  Mrs.  Potter,  and  at  nine  o^clock  Dr    R 

called  to  take  me  to  see  Mrs.  R ,  and  her  fine 

house  and  conservatories,  gorgeous  French  satin 
furniture,  and  Gobelin  tapestried  chairs  worthy  of 
Windsor  Castle.     Both  in  furniture  and  di^ess,  the 
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majority  of  American  ladies  appear  to  be  wholly 
regardless  of  expense. 

Baltimore,  December  19. — Before  leaving  Phila- 
delphia yesterday,  I  made  acquaintance  with  an  agree- 
able physician,  Dr.  G ,  who  introduced  me  to 

our  consul,  Mr.  Mathew.  The  Consul  knows  friends 
of  mine,  and  I  was  much  obliged  to  him  for  some 
useful  information.  Although  heavy  snow  fell  the 
early  part  of  the  morning,  as  my  departure  was  de- 
layed till  twelve  o'clock,  the  weather  cleared.  I  had 
a  pleasant  sunshiny  journey  of  four  hours  to  Balti- 
more, where  I    found  few  signs    of   snow.     Mrs. 

W ,  one  of  my  pleasant  acquaintances  of  the 

White  Mountains,  met  me  at  this  hotel,  and  took  me 
to  her  home — snug,  cheerful,  and  well  (though  not 
too  finely)  furnished.  My  friend  showed  me  some 
shells,  and  evinced "  more  interest  in  natural  produc- 
tions than  I  have  found  among  ladies  generally  in 
this  country.  We  passed  over  three  rivers  in  our 
way  here  yesterday — the  Delaware,  the  Gunpowder, 
and  the  Susquehanna ;  the  last  a  magnificent  water, 
and  the  same  I  saw  as  a  smaller  stream  in  my  way 
from  Ithaca  to  Syracuse.  Baltimore  is  situated  upon 
the  Patapea,  which  is  here  very  broad,  and  more 
like  an  arm  of  the  sea  than  a  river. 

December  ao. — Mrs.  W took  me  this  morning 

to  see  Mount  Hope,  a  lunatic  asylum,  managed  by 
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about  twenty  Sisters  of  Charity,  who  reside  at  a 
house  m  a  very  pretty  situation,   overlooking  the 
city  and  neighbourhood.     The  sisters  act  under  the 
direction  of  an  excellent  Protestant  physician-Dr 
Stokes.     No  bigotry  upon  either  side  mars  Christian 
labour:   love,    cheerfulness,   comfort,   and  industry 
alleviate  and  bless  the  inmates  of  Mount  Hope      So 
much  pains  is  taken  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of 
coercion,  that  the  window-frames,  which  are  made  of 
cast-iron  of  a  particular  construction,  are  opened  a 
httle  way  by  the  same  movement  at  top  and  bottom 
thus  letting  in  sufficient  air  without  the  possibility 
of  the  gap  being  wide  enough  for  danger,  so  that 
patients  are  allowed  to  open  them  without  risk      A 
hbrary  of  suitable  and  amusing  books,  objects  of 
natural  history,  music,  handiworks,  are  all  at  the 
disposal  of  the  inmates,-  and  though  some  must  be 
under  restraint,  it  is  a  restraint  of  the  kindest  and 
gentlest  description.    We  afterwards  went  to  a  bazaar 
of  ladies'  work,  held  for  the  benefit  of  a  home  for  the 
aged  in  reduced  circumstances.     AH  denominations 
of  religionists   had  united    their  endeavours  •    and 
although  I  observe  much  variety  of  opinion  in  re 
hgious  matters,  I  think  that  Christians  here  do  lay 
aside  their  differences  when  a  common  work  is  to  be 
accomplished.     I  dined  and  spent  the  evening  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W .  ^ 
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December  21. — Yesterday,  I  saw  two  of  the  prettiest 
and  best-appointed  houses  in  this  place ;  both  fitted 
up  in  good  taste,  but  without  the  extreme  extrava- 
gance and  ostentation  I  remarked  in  some  of  the 
residences  of  the  Northern  States.  Here,  for  the 
first  time,  I  see  nothing  but  black  servants — slaves, 
I  believe;  but  their  manner  and  countenances  ex- 
press contentment  and  cheerfulness;  and  certainly 
the  relation  of  mistress  and  servant  in  the  south  has 
a  more  agreeable  aspect  than  that  of  the  same  station 
in  the  Northern  States,  which  is  commonly  charac- 
terized by  complaints  of  annoyance  upon  one  side, 
and  a  saucy  indifierence  upon  the  other.  The  dinner- 
party at  Mrs.  W 's  was  agreeable,  and  I  met 

there  several  pretty  Southern  ladies  :  their  voices  and 
way  of  speaking  struck  me  as  more  refined  and 
graceful  than  those  of  the  other  States  I  have 
visited.  Among  some  of  them,  too,  I  find  more 
just  views  of  England  and  English  society — at  least, 
among  those  of  Baltimore ;  further  on,  I  understand, 
there  is  universal  prejudice,  and  an  embittered  tone 
of  feeling,  arising  partly  from  family  recollections  of 
the  severities  practised  by  the  English  government 
and  military,  in  the  struggle  for  independence ;  and 
partly  from  the  ,  well-intentioned  but  ill-judged 
interference  of  the  present  English  generation 
about  the  Slavery  question.  I  reached  Washington 
this  afternoon — so  much  in  the  dark,   that  I  was 
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unable  to  judge  of  the  beauties  of  the  Potomac,  the 
shores  of  which  river  we  must  have  skirted  in  our 
way. 

,     December   3,.,._I  dine    to-day  with   the  British 
inmister,  who  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  show  me 
the     Capitol    and     Museum,    where    I    saw    many 
interesting  but  uncatalogued  specimens  in  natural 
history.     There   is    an  Alligator    Gar   from    Take 
Pontchartrain,  which,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
judge  from  distant  inspection,  is  of  a  different  kind 
from  that  specimen  which  I  obtained   from  Lake 
Champlain,  although   certairjy  of  the  same   family. 
An  extraordinary-looking  fish,  two  or  three  feet  long, 
with  a  platypus  like  snout  {which  seems  made  for 
scooping  up  mud  or  sand,  as  it  extends  half  a  foot 
over  the  mouth),  was  in  the  same  case.     There  are 
•sitting  mummies  from  Central  America  with  singu- 
larly short  forearms;   and  an  ornithorynchus  from 
Australia,  the  claws  of  which  have  the  property  of 
inflicting  venomous  wounds.     Part  of  the   Capitol 
is  a  handsome  building,  but  the  glaring  white  with 
which  the  stone  is  painted    mars    its    efiect;    and 
heavy  ugly  wings  are  in  process  of  erection.     I  shall 
not  see  Congress  in    session  until  after  Christmas 
From  a  verandah  out  of  the  library,  I  gained  a  good 
view  of  the  site   of  Washington   and  the  Potomac 
river,     'ihe  ground  plan  of  wide   alleys   diverging 
from  the  Capitol  is  a  fine  one ;  if  ever  the  present 
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small  mean-looking  brick  houses  should  be  replaced 
by  a  handsome  public  and  domestic  architecture, 
this  city  will  be  worthy  to  be  called  the  Capital  of 
the  Union.  But  at  present  the  population  is  less 
than  that  of  Detroit,  and  the  general  appearance  of 
the  town  not  half  as  handsome. 

Saturday,  December  33.  —  I  was  introduced  to 
several  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Legislative 
Houses,  and  of  the  high  legal  courts;  and   I  find 

society  here  most  agreeable.     Dr.  and  Mrs.  B , 

White  Mountain  friends,  called  and  took  me  to 
pay  some  visits.  And  in  the  evening,  at  eight 
o'clock,  I  was  politely  received  by  the  President  and 
Mrs.  Pierce.  I  was  at  first  shown  into  comfortable 
and  handsomely  furnished  rooms,  alone;  but  she 
soon  joined  me,  and  after  a  while,  the  President 
came  in.  He  is  a  quiet-looking,  pale,  gentlemanly 
man ;  but  both  he  and  Mrs.  P had  a  man- 
ner of  subdued  unostentatious  sadness,  so  that 
during  this  visit  I  thought  more  and  sympathized 
more  with  the  bereaved  parents,  than  with  them  as 
the  President  and  President's  wife  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  In  about  half  an  hour  I  took 
leave,  and  returned  to  this  hotel  in  time  for  a 
late  tea. 

Sunday,  December  24. — Rain  having  fallen  last  night, 
and  frost  having  followed,  the  pavement  of  the  streets 
is  covered  by  sheets  of  ice,  and  it  appears  quite  impos- 


NEGROES  AND  THEIR  MASTERS.  347 


sible  to  venture  out.    I  heard  a  great  many  amusing 
stories  to-day  of  Southern  origin.     There  is  certainly 
great  attachment  between   the  negroes   and   their 
masters,    (speaking  generally,)  in  spite  of  the  facts 
detailed  in  Uncle   Tom.     One  gentleman   told    me 
that  he  has  a  distant  plantation,  which  he  some- 
times visits  alone;    at  dinner-time,  he  finds  a  table 
loaded  with  all   kinds  of  delicacies,  presents  from 
the  slaves.     He  remonstrated  with  an  old  Darky 
who  waited,  upon  the  uselessness  of  dressing  fowls, 
turkey,   geese,    ducks,   ham,  &c.,    for    one   person! 
'No  matter,    massa.      When    massa  comes,  must 
have  good  dinner  on  table,  whether  massa  eat  it 
or  not.^      A  negro    had   an  unfortunate  love  for 
brandy,  and  though  in  other  respects  a  good  '  boy,^ 
he  was    caught   stealing   his   favourite  drink.     At 
seventy  years  of  age,  his  master  did  not  wish  to 
punish  him  severely.     So  he  appealed  to  Blackey's 
own  conscience.     'Harry,   you  know  you  deserve 
correction;   but  with  all  your    faults,  you   have  a 
notion  of  justice.     Now,  if  you  think  it  right,  you 
shall  go  unpunished;    if  not,    you  shall    condemn 
yourself^     '  Well,  massa,  me  ole  man— me  take  ten 
lashes,  and  me  hope  be  better.^     And  he  went  out, 
ordered   his  own  punishment,  and  submitted  to  it 
without  a  murmur ! 

A  Frenchman  and  his  wife,  settled  in  the  South, 
a  few  miles  from  a  town  where  the  husband  went  in 
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every  morning  for  his  employment:  he  procured  a 
horse,  and  his  wife  made  him  an  ornamented  bridle, 
and  smartened  him  up,  and  he  v/as  to  ride  backwards 
and  forwards  to  avoid  fatigue  j  in  coming  home  one 
day,  a  rattlesnake  lay  in  a  threatening  attitude  in 
the  path ;  the  horse  started,  and,  when  pressed  to 
pass,  threw  his  master  actually  upon  the  reptile :  he 
jumped  up  and  ran  one  way,  the  rattlesnake  making 
off  the  other,  and  he  told  his  wife:  'Never  saw  a  snake 
so  dom-scared  in  all  my  life !'  On  Christmas-day 
I  walked  to  church  with  a  young  lady,  whose  family 
reside  within  a  few  miles  of  this  place ;  but  they  take 
up  their  residence  in  this  house  during  the  winter. 
I  understand  that  the  habit  of  hotel  life  is  every  year 
h(  coming  more  general  in  the  States :  this  is  partly 
encouraged  by  the  troubles  arising  from  servants ;  the 
older  ladies  get  rid' of  house-keeping,  and  the  young 
ladies  are  indulged  with  constant  society;  but  to 
English  tastes  this  mode  of  existence  would  be  unbear- 
able— continued  noise,  bustle,  and  excitement,  no  re- 
pose of  mind,  and  no  home  duties.  It  is  advantageous 
to  a  foreigner,  who  wishes  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  people  of  the  country;  but  I  should  suppose 
it  must  be  ruinous  to  the  manners  and  the  domestic 
•ivaracter  of  the  higher  class  of  young  women ; 
frivolity  and  indolence  must  be  encouraged,  for  any 
regular  plan  of  industrial  occupation  is  a  hopeless 
attempt  in  such  places  as  these.     I  would  rather 
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take  up  my  abode  in  any  farm-house  in  England, 
than  be  condemned  to  fritter  away  my  life  in  a  great 
American  hotel.     Still,  for  me,  as  a  stranger  and  a 
traveller,  it   is   uncommonly  pleasant;    I    find  ac- 
quaintances from  Cuba,  California,  all  the  Southern 
States ;  from  each  of  the  Northern— even  some  from 
Canada ;  naval  men,  who  have  visited  Japan ;  politi- 
cians, judges,  bishops,   botanists,  geologists,  educa- 
tionalists, philanthropists,  abolitionists,  slave-holders, 
voyages  of  discovery  men,  and  men  who  have  been 
some  of  all  these  things  at  various  periods  of  their 
lives,  with  a  large  number  of  ladies,  all  willing  to 
converse,     and    vying  in   kindness   and  hospitality 
towards  me,  the  only  foreigner  and  stranger  among 
them.     All  this  makes  me  sometimes  fear  I  may  be 
inclined   to    over-value  myself,  and  that  before  my 
return  to  England  I  may  be  puffed  up  by  conceit  and 
vanity :  the  best  hope  is,  that  I  hardly  have  time  to 
become  inflated ;  for  there  is  also  much  here  to  make 
one  forget  self.    The  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  brother 
to  my  friend  the  Bishop  of  New  York,  arrived  here 
from  a  tour  in  his  diocese  (which  has  the  extent  of 
all  England),  the  day  before  yesterday,  to  superintend 
or  take  part  in  an  Association  for  educational  purposes, 
which  holds  its  sessions  (or  conventions,  as  they  are 
called  here)  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     Bishop 
Potter  is  so  good  as  to  allow  of  my  accompanying 
him  there,  so  that  he  unites  instruction  and   at- 
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tention  to  a  stranger  with  his  professional  duties :  it 
is  impossible  not  to  feel  deeply  the  agreeable  and 
useful  influence  of  his  truly  Christian  heart  and 
powerful  mind,  so  that  I  consider  myself  most  for- 
tunate in  such  an  acquaintance. 

December  28. — I  spent  nearly  all  day  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Educational  Association;  much  in- 
teresting information  was  elicited,  particularly  from 
Mr.  Barniiid,  who  having  been  to  England  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  our  institutions  with  those  of 
the  United  Stites,  showed  himself  well  informed 
and  candid  in  his  deductions.  I  was  surprised  to 
find  that  there  are  still  600,000  people  in  the  United 
States  unable  either  to  write  or  read ;  and  that  this 
ignorance  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  emigrant 
population.  I  accompanied  the  bishop  to  a  party  at 
Mr.  Corcoron^s,  where  there  are  some  pretty  pictures, 
one  of  Morland's,  from  which  I  remember  seeing  a 
print  in  my  childhood.  The  educational  meeting 
did  not  break  up  until  Friday,  the  a9th,  after  pro- 
posing that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  shall 
be  held  at  New  York,  the  end  of  August,  1855. 
The  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  members  left 
Washington  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Among 
the  remarks  made  by  Professor  Henry  and  others,  as 
to  the  results  of  early  discipline  and  self-control  upon 
the  character  of  after-life;  it  was  observed  that  no 
instance    of  un]iappy,    childish    old    ago    conil   be 
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brought  to  mind,  ia  which  the  cultivation  of  the 
intellect,  and  the  habits  of  varied  study,  alternating 
with  healthy  bodily  exercise,  were  continued  without 
intermission  after  sixty  years  of  age,    and  had  been 
regularly  pursued  in  previous  life.     It  is  supposed 
that  old  people  must  be  wedded  to  the  opinions  and 
customs  of  their  youth ;  but  this  is  the  misfortune 
of  those  only  who  consider  their  notions  fixed  and 
their   education  and  information  complete:    a  man 
still  seeking  instruction  at  seventy  will  be  as  open  to 
conviction  and  to  change  of  opinion  as  he  was    at 
seventeen :    it  is  the    '  too-old-to-learn  people'    who 
sink  into  dotage  and  depression.    Another  awful  fact 
for  the  dissolute  or  the  idle  youth  must  be  stated— 
that  even  when  the  check  of  public  opinion  and  love 
of  approbation  induce    self-control  and  moral  con- 
duct during  the  middle  age,  if  there  has  not  been  laid 
in  early  life  a  foundation  of  principle  and  good  habits, 
the  consequences  of  early  profligacy  show  themselves 
in  a  return  to  vicious  acts,  as  mental  power  wanes 
with   added   years,  and   the  hoary   sinner  goes  to 
his  grave  in  sin  and  misery — so  Wiq  end  of  that 
man  is  worse  than  his  beginning.    It  may  be  well  for 
the  young  to  hear  this;  for  it  was  enunciated  and 
agreed  to  as  truth  by  a  body  of  men  whose  know- 
ledge  and  experience  can  hardly  be  gainsaid.     This 
evening    I  was  invited    by   Mrs.  Fremont,    in   the 
absence  of  her  husband,  to  see  a  series  of  daguerreo- 
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types,  brought  by  Colonel  Fremont  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains :  though  many  had  reference  merely  to  a 
choice  of  country  for  railroads,  they  are  on  the 
whole  very  interesting ;  some  rocks  of  the  old  red 
sandstone  formation  stood  up  from  a  plain,  in  form 
and  appearance  like  gigantic  Egyptian  statues ;  these 
were  in  the  Mormon  district.  On  returning  to 
Willard's,  I  found  dancing  going  on  very  meriily  in 
the  ladies'  room,  four  negroes — piano,  hfiutboyj, 
violin,  and  violoncello — playing  in  excellent  tune,  and 
with  sufficient  taste  and  time.  The  ladies  were  all 
in  demi-toilette ',  but  I  do  not  see  so  generally  the 
absurd  flaunty  style  of  attire  so  remarkable  at  New 
York. 

Yours  aflFectionatelv, 

A.  M.  M. 
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THE    NEW   YEAE. 

Washington,  January  x,  1855. 
My  deak  Friends — 

No  former  year  of  my  life    has   begun  so 
strangely  as  this  !     I  think  there  is  something  beau- 
tiful  in  one  feature  of  the  American  celebration  of 
New  Year's  Day.     It  is  made  an  opportunity  for 
the  oblivion  of  neglects,  and  for  the  forgiveness  of 
social  injuries.     On  this  day,  visits  of  kindness  and 
congratulation  are  not  confined  to  intimate  friends, 
but  every  one  who  has  a  wish  to  be  civil   to  his 
neighbour  is  cordially  received  by  him  or  her.     The 
ladies   commonly  stay  at  home   to  welcome    their 
visitors,  while   gentlemen  make  a  point  of  calhng 
upon  all   their   acquaintances,   remaining    at    each 
house  perhaps  not  more  than  five  minutes ;  but  still 
the  call  is  accepted  as   one  of  cordiality  and  good- 
will.    In  many  families,  refreshments  of  an  elegant 
kind  are  prepared  and   ofifered  by  the  lady  of  the 
house;    and    from   the    President   down\^ards,   the 
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population  in  ili  tb*  ,vm  and  cities  are  intent 
upon  the  promotion  of  hospitality  and  kind  i  ^ling. 
Mr.  Crampton  took  me  into  the  diplomatic  circle 
at  the  White  House,  where,  being  presented  to 
most  of  the  gentlemen,  I  actually  bhook  hands 
with  the  Russian  minister;  and  at  this  moment 
was  not  that  the  greatest  homage  I  could  offer 
to  tlie  peace-making  duty  of  the  day  ?  We  next 
visited  Senator  Marcy's,  where  there  was  a  re- 
ception, which,  like  that  of  the  President,  may  be 
attended  by  everybody.    As  we  were  early,  the  party 

was  small ;  but  afterwards  I  went  to  Dr.  B 's 

where  for  three  hours  I  was  present  at  an  in-pouring 
of  visitors,  and  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  many 
interesting  and  agreeable  people;  among  them  a 
charming  Lithuanian  lady,  the  wife  of  a  Polish  gen- 
tleman of  rank,  nearly  connected  with  Prince  Czar- 
toriski.  Dancing  and  other  amusements  at  the 
Hotel  in  the  evening. 

January  2. — Part  of  the  morning  was  devoted  to 
the  School  of  Design,  which  is  well  directed  by  Mr. 
Whittaker,  who  was  born  an  Englishman.  A  lady 
afterwards  carried  me  to  the  State  Paper  Office,  where 
I  saw  interesting  documents;  among  them  some 
private  letters  characteristic  of  the  firm,  purpose-like 
Washington;  and  a  most  touching  original  note, 
containing  poor  Andre's  request  for  a  soldier's  death, 
instead  of  that  of  the  gibbet.    The  calm,  gentlemanly 
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writing,  without  tremor  and  unmarked  by  haste- 
not  an  unnecessary  stroke    nor    a  useless   word— 
takes  one  into  the  very  heart  of  the  man  who  wrote 
it.     Washington  was   deeply  moved,   but  gave  no 
reply.    After  all,  he  was  right.    Though  poor  Andre 
was  the  victim  of  that  wretch  Arnold  (who  lived  only 
to  die  a  hundred  times  over  under  the  scorn  of  Eng- 
land  and  America),  still  he  was  taken  in  disguise;  and 
since  Washington  felt  that  an  example  had  become 
necessaiy,  he  was  obliged  to  condemn  Andre  as  the 
spy,  not  as  the  soldier.     After  our  visit  to  the  State 

department,  I  went  by  the  request  of  Miss  G 

and  with  her,  to  see  a  young  lady,  in  the  hope  that, 

by  joining  my  persuasions  to  Miss   G ^s,    we 

might  induce  her  to  assist  some  effort  for  training 
women,  through  an  improved  education,  for  teachers*! 
In  the  evening,  I  accompanied  another  lady  to  hear 
Mr.  Marshes   lecture    on  Constantinople  and    the 
Bosphorus.    We  met  the  President  and  Mrs.  Pierce, 
who  were  on  the  platform  at  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution.   The  lecture  was  rather  commonplace,  but  the 
large  room  was  crowded  by  an  intelligent  and  atten- 
tive audience.     I'  is  in  form  and  arrangement  one 
of  the  best  lecture-rooms  I  ever  saw.     These  last 
three  days  the  weather  has  been  clear  and  pleasant, 
but  not  warmer  than  in  England. 

Jamart/  3.— Mr.  IngersoU  took  me  to  see  Con- 
gress  in  session.     I  was  fortunate  in  the  moment 
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accidcutully  chosen.  After  some  time  spent  in 
hearing  a  rather  confused  and  noisy  debate,  there 
were  two  good  speeches  in  their  several  lines,  one 
from  a  young  man,  the  Californian  member — clear, 
concise,  fluent,   and  business-like ;  it  was  about   a 

land   commission :    the  other  from  Mr.   K ,  of 

South  Carolina — fervid,  energetic,  argumentative, 
and  eloquent.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
terms  *  Whig '  and  '  Democrat '  have  different  mean- 
ings here  to  those  which  they  express  in  England. 
The  American  Democrat  designates  enlightened,  con- 
sistent principles ;  the  Whig,  narrow-minded,  bigoted 

Republicanism.    Mr.  K 's  speech  lasted  one  hour, 

without  proving  tedious  or  miinstructive.  It  is  im- 
possible in  a  few  words  to  do  justice  either  to  his 
eloquence  or  his  reasoning ;  but  after  making  a  rapid 
though  comprehensive  sketch  of  the  present  state 
of  parties  in  this  country,  he  affirmed  that  in  fact 
there  never  has  been  in  the  world,  and  never  can  be, 
more  than  two  great  parties — consisting,  one  of  well- 
informed  liberal  men,  the  other  of  ignorant  bigoted 
men;  that  new  names  and  a  new  organization  are 
only  a  sign  that  under  old  names  one  of  the  old 
parties  has  become  effete.  So,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, the  Whigs  have  apparently  disbanded,  but  in 
truth  they  have  only  reformed,  to  enlist  and  to 
march  under  the  '  Know-nothing '  banners.  They 
have  indeed  assumed  a  most  suitable  and  character- 
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i«tic  designation,  one  whicl.  might  ,vell  have  been 
«  eote..  b,  their  opponents.     Socialists  in  ,  J ^ 

Ca  I>ol,cs  ,n  prme,ple.  they  ^onld  advoeatc  bigot^ 
m  leu  of  tolerance;  arbitrary  in  governn.nt,  tl  cT 
would  cnaet  white  slavery  while  they  profess  to  dT 
away  «th  blae.  servitude.    Falsifyin",  tl,e  prL  ^ 

are,'  sa,d  the  orator,  -„„tes  who  Would  foil  w  ^ 
funera  of  , he  Republic'     Upon  the  whole  T  w 
«ly  surprised  with  the    good    speaking  and 
general  aijpearance  of  Congress;    because  I  have 

been  told  by  almost  everyone  since  I  came  to  Am 
nca  th  ,  I  ,h„„„  «„,  ^  ^_^^  ^^^  ^^  me 

pohfed  honesty.     Respeeting  the  latter  quality  of 

r:i ::  ""*r>'-f  j-^g-g.  tutthL  sit 

";  '"*  "' ''™^^*  ^--'  -d  I  find  less  assumption 

n  manner  ehan  I  expected.     Mr.  Ingcrsol.  took  m^ 

-^  the  Speaker's  private  room,  where  we  found 

M    Boyd  alone,  having  been  disengaged  from  the 

We   \':'""T'"''  "'  ""^  '"''*'  (-  "  -  called 
he^),  wh.ch  enables  the  Speaker  to  place  a  substitute 

Prcintlek'"™'"  ''='''  *'•''••'-- 
i^res,dent  Jackson  exp,red;  it  is  marked  by  his  bust 

Upon  my  return  home,  finding  Mr.  cL_  ^ 
ca  led  twice  I  went  to  see  him  at  his  house,  and 
we  had  an  mteresting  conversation  upon  educa  ional 
subjects.     In  the  evening  I  dined  with  our  minister 


258 


WASHINGTON. 


and  sat  between  Secretary  Marcy  and  Mr.  Gushing, 
the  Attorney-General.  There  was  a  large  party  of 
gentlemen,  and  three  ladies  besides  myself — Mrs. 
Marcy 's  sister  (Mrs.  French),  Miss  Marcy,  and  Mrs. 
Gampbell,  wife  of  the  Solicitor-General.  Upon 
returning  to  "Willard^s  Hotel,  I  found  the  gallery  and 
ladies'  room  crowded  by  visitors,  and  the  mulatto 
band,  as  usual,  in  requisition.  I  was  introduced  to 
Mr.  Kietl,  the  orator  of  the  morning.  There  are 
'  Know-nothings '  (even  feminine  ones)  among  the 
residents  in  this  hotel.  I  can  easily  discover  them 
by  their  crude,  unintelligent  style  of  conversation. 

Thursday,  January  4. — There  was  a  great  assem- 
blage last  night  in  the  room  underneath  mine — a 
supper  of  gentlemen  for  the  celebration  of  some  an- 
niversary; a  band  of  music,  songs,  speeches,  and 
vociferous  applause.  Sleep  being  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  rose  at  two  o'clock,  and  almost  read  through 
Lord  Carlisle's  Diary  in  the  Turkish  Waters  before 
daylight.  .Of  course  T  was  gratified  at  finding  our 
cousin  of  the  Retribution  so  highly  spoken  of  in  it. 
This  morning  I  was  a  good  deal  occupied  in  arrang- 
ing a  sitting  in  my  own  room,  that  Mrs.  S (the 


only  very  talented  American  artist  I  have  yet  met 
with)  might  have  the  opportunity  to  make  a  drawing 
of  an  acquaintance  of  mine.  In  the  library  of  the 
Capitol  there  is  one  of  the  most  exquisite  miniatures 
by  this  lady  I  ever  saw.    It  almost  resembles  some  of 
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art  m  Washmgton,  that  1  found  Mrs.  S hardlv 

a^^e  to  procure  employment,  crowded  as  the  ^  I 
w  th  notab,ht.es  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.     He 
sbght  sketches,  as  well  as  the  more  finished  mi^ 
ures    are   pretty,  and  her  drawing  correct;    "  t 
e«ept,ng  a   little   instruction  from  some  EnXh 

-ocal.h        ra^'^ti-inTitll^ft! 
dnuk  tea  w:th  Ms  family  at  the  Observato^,  the 
first  evenmg  I  see  any  chance  of  visible  starZ    In 
he  afte^oon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingcoll  took  me  again 
to  the  Cap.tol.     There  had  been  an  early  adjoL 
ment  of  the  Senate,  and  though  Congress  ^as  sZ^ 
f.t  was  not  engaged  in  business  which  interested 
me)     a  large  majority  „f  members  were  occupied 
at   then-   desks   wnting  letters.     This  habit  dete. 
norates  much  from  the  dignity  and  statesmanlike 
appearance  of  the  House;  and  I  remember  observing 
the  same  thmg.  and  making  the  same  remark,  in  thf 
Chamber  of  Deputies  „t  Paris,  Quebec,  and  in  a, 
the  legisktive  assemblies  in  which  the  members  in 
«tead  of  being  obliged  to  retire  to  the  lobbies  (al  in' 
our   parhamentary  houses)    for   letter-writing   and 
pnvate  bnsmess,  are  accommodated  with  chai'  and 
tables  m  the  halls,  .here  public  affairs  only  should 
be  transacted.     Here  member  of  Congress  remain 
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half  their  time,  unconscious  of  what  is  going  for- 
ward, absorbed  in  their  individual  interests,  when 
they  ought  to  be  wholly  given  to  those  of  the 
public — so  that  they  look  more  Hke  an  assemblage 
of  clerks  than  of  statesmen.  To-day,  I  dined  with 
the  President,  by  the  formal  invitation  of  a  week. 
The  party  consisted  of  about  thirty-two.  I  sat 
between  Mr.  Broadhead  and  Mr.  Ashley,  two 
members  of  the  Senate,  who  have  passed  some  time 
in  England..  There  were  a  good  many  ladies,  but 
more  gentlemen.  The  President  and  Mrs.  Pierce 
sat  opposite  on  each  side  the  table ;  and  I  was  near 
the  former.  The  dinner  was  handsome,  and  well- 
arranged  in  French  fashion ;  flowers  and  fruit  only 
on  the  table,  ai.d  one  dish  at  a  time  handed  round. 
In  the  reception-room  there  were  some  splendid 
white  camellias,  covered  by  flowers  which  I  think  are 
larger  here  than  any  with  us ;  great  use  is  made  of 
the  fir-iike  Lycopodium  and  the  elegant  Steevia,  in 
the  composition  of  ornamental  bouquets,  some  of 
which  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  ladies.  At 
half-past  nine  the  party  broke  up,  having  met  at  six 
o'clock.  Upon  returning  to  the  hotel,  I  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  in  pleasant  conversation — 
principally  with  Miss  Cass;  she  and  her  father, 
General  Cass,  usually  reside  in  this  house  during  the 
winter.  The  society  in  the  ladies'  roc  m  is  diversified, 
and  by  no  means  stiff.     There  are  whist-tables,  and 
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occasional    dancing  and   music.     I   never  saw   any 
card-playing  for  money  in  the  United  States. 

Saturday,  January  6.— Mrs.  Fremont  caJled  upon 
me  yesterday  morning;  and  from  her  brother-in-law 
Mr.   Jones,  I  received  a  large    long-shaped   acorn, 
eatable  like  the  Spanish  chesnut.     It  was  brought 
from  a  mountainous  region  in  California.      This  and 
one  black  as  ebony  from  the  same  country,  I  hope 
to  send  soon  by  a  private  hand  to  be  planted  in 
England.     I   have  a  pretty  little  sleeping  tortoise 
also,    the    Picta;     when    Dr.    and    Mrs.    Gray  ar- 
rive,   I  shall  ask  them  to  carry  it  back  to  Boston 
to  await  my  return  there.      I  hope  to  have  this,  and 
a  box  tortoise  from  Albany,  and  a  spotted  one  from 
Rhode   Island,  as    live    specimens    of   tlie    tortoise 
families.      I   spent  the    chief  part   of  the  5th    of 
January  in  returning  visits. 

This  moriang,  the  6tli,  I  walked  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  and  got  much  information  about 
objects  of  natural  history  from  Professor  Baird. 
Another  foggy  damp  day,  quite  as  thick  as  any 
in  London,  barring  the  smoke.  I  have  been  reading 
two  pamphlets  giving  opposite  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A  controversy 
is  going  on  here  respecting  the  distribution  of  the 
fund  left  by  our  countrymen  to  found  an  establish- 
ment at  Washington  '  For  the  Increase  and  Diffusion 
of  Knowledge  among  Men.'     It  would  be   difficult 
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to  credit  the  fact,  had  I  not  the  best  authority  for 
it,  that  the  whole  annual  income,  being  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  vote  of  Congress  decided  (appointing 
Regents  to  carry  its  decisions  into  effect),  that   '  a 
suitable  building  of  sufficient  size,  with  rooms   and 
halls  for  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal 
scale,    of    objects    of    natural    history,    geological, 
mineralogical,  and  botanical,   properly  classed    and 
arranged,  with  a  chemical  laboratory,  lecture-rooms, 
&c.,  shall  be  organized ;'  and  then  assigned  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  a  library. 
If  this  were  to  be  understood  as  appropriating  five 
parts  of  the  whole  income  to  buying  and  collecting 
books,  the  absurdity  of  the  first  provisions  would  be 
evident;  so  the  managers  (as  it  appears  to  me  sensibly 
enough)  took  advantage  of  the  loop-hole  afforded  by 
the  words  '  not  exceeding,'  and  have  gone  on,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  endeavouring  to  realize  the  appa- 
rent intentions  of  the  founder  and  of  Congress  ;  and, 
u3  far  as  I  can  judge,  in  a  reasonable  and  intelligent 
manner.     Yet  a  party  of  men  of  some  talent  and 
ability  are   bent  upon  maintaining  that  a  library, 
and  a  library  only,  was  to  be  established.     If  Mr. 
Smithson  had  contemplated  this    narrow  view,   he 
could  easily  have  stated  it.     I  should  imagine  it  was 
his  intention,   by  ^A    Central  Institution    for   the 
Diffusion  of  Knowledge  among  Men,'  to  counteract 
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the  mercantile  and  Mammon Ite  spirit  which  possesses 
the  majority,  and  open  the  book  of  Nature  to  their 
comprehension :  while  by  promoting  healthier  ideas 
upon  education,  the  crude  and  absurd  opinions  too 
generally  advanced  and  acted  upon,  will  be  amended 
and  counteracted,  and  an  improved  and  more  prac- 
tical female  training  will  be  encouraged.    It  will  no 
longer    be    gravely  enunciated    at    an    educational 
convention—^  That    the  stimulus  which  the   human 
heart  requires  is  wanting  for  women  in  the  present 
age,  and  that  society  gives  them  nothing  to  aim  at;' 
but  if  so,  give   them   reasonable  aims.     Let  them 
aim  at  duty,  not  notoriety.     Let  them  keep  within 
their  appropriate  sphere,  cultivating  sufficient  moral 
courage   to  act  within  that    sphere  for  the   benefit 
of  their   fellow-creatures,  and  particularly  for    the 
advantage  of  their    sex ;    disciplining    and   training 
their  own  minds  to  be  the  educated  companions,  not 
the  rivals,  of  men.    Let  them  be  the  heart-consol.rs, 
the  binders-up  of  broken  spirits,  the  '  sisters  of  the 
sisterless,'    the    presiding    geniuses     of    the    social 
circle.     Is  that  not  work  enough  for  them  to  do  ? 
,Iu  this    country,  I   hear  that 'though  it    has    no 
queen,  all  the  women  are  queens.'     I  should  rather 

call  them  playthin-s doUs ;  things  treated  as  if  they 

were  unfit  or  unwub m^  to  help  themselves  or  others: 
and  while  we  in  £r,gland   have  nearly  cast  aside 
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arts  of  the  toilet  worthy  only  of  dolls,  I  see  here 
false  brows,  false  bloom,  false  hair,  false  every- 
thing !— not  always,  but  too  frequently.  Dress  in 
America,  as  an  almost  general  rule,  is  full  of  extrava- 
gance  and  artificiality ;  and  while  women  show  such 
a  want  of  reliance  upon  their  native  powers  of 
pleasing,  their  influence  in  society  will  be  more 
nominal  than  real. 

Monday,  January  8.— This  day  I  made  my  first 
appearance  at  a  morning  reception.    Ladies  here  issue 
cards  or  notes,  stating  they  are  at  home  on  particular 
days,  when  any  acquaintances  may  visit  them.     This 
is  a  pleasant  and  rational  mode  of  making  calls,  and 
appears  to  me  worthy  of  adoption  elsewhere.     Mr. 
lugersoll  was  so  obliging  as  to  take  me  to  listen  to 
arguments    in  the  Supreme  Legal  Court,    the  only 
tribunal    which    is    competent    to    settle    questions 
which  may  arise  between   States.     A  counsel  spoke 
so  clearly  and  concisely  upon  a  particular  point  of 
law,  that    he    brought    it    within    my    comprehen- 
sion ;  the  case  was,  that  of  the  boundary  line  to  be 
drawn  between  Georgia  and  Florida.      My  friends 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  have   arrived  from  Cambridge. 
I  dined  with  them  at  Professor  Henry's,  and  went  to 
the   Smithsonian  Institution  to  hear  the  first  of  nine 
lectures  on  botany  by  Dr.  Gray.       Although    the 
morning  was  fine  and  clear,  rain  came  on  at  night; 
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and  since  Lieutenant  Maury^s  invitatioTiTth^ 
Observatory,  the  weather  has  afforded  no  opportunity 
lor  Its  acceptance. 

Tnesdat/,  January  9.-_Cloudy  and  damp.    I  went 

with  an  agreeable  Cuban  gentleman,  Mr to 

a  naonnng  reception  at  Mrs.  P ',,  and  then  he 

took  me  to  see  some  pictures  at  the  Capitol,  which 
are  to  be  disposed  of  by  raffle.     One,  St.  Thomas 
giving  Charity  (by  a  pupil  of  Murillo^s,  touched  by 
the  master),  is  an  interesting  pictm-e;  the  others  I 
did  not  admire.     The  absence  of  any  positive  news 
from  England  is  veiy  trying,  and  the  details  brought 
by  the  former  mail  most   afflicting;    still,  however 
saddemng,   no  English   person   can  despair  of  the 
ultimate  success  of  heroism  and  civilization  against 
cruelty  and  barbarism. 

I   have  become  well  acquainted  with  some  plea, 
sant    intelligent    Cuban    families    Iierc.    and    Lr 
accounts  make  me  feel   it  impossible  not  to  wish 
that  tleir  fine   island  should   be    more  free,  mis- 
governed  and  pillaged  as  it  is  by  its  present  masters  • 
and  not  being  very  far  from  the  American  shores    I 
wish  America  could  pm-chase  it :  the  case  would  be 
analogous  to  that  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  which  the 
l^rown    of   England    took    possession    of  the  little 
kingdom  of  Man;    and  with  respect  to  which  our 
family  had  only  the  choice   of  accepting  a  certain 
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sum,  or  of  having  it  seized  by  the  law  of  the 
strongest.  The  mines  alone  in  the  last  mentioned 
island  now  produce  more  than  the  interest  of  the 
money. 

Wednesday,  January  9. — Last  night  I  attended  an 
evening  party,  which  included  all  the  notabilities  of 
Washington.  It  was  much  like  a  crowded  assembly 
in  London,  except  that  I  thought  there  was  more 
amusement ;  because  the  Washington  party  consisted 
of  a  reunion  of  people  who,  though  under  the  same 
government,  reside  thousands  of  miles  apart.  There 
I  received  invitations  from  the  South  and  the  North, 
the  East  and  the  West,  and  fully  mean  to  avail  myself 
of  some  of  them.  I  was  given  a  very  hospitable  one, 
to  visit  a  member  of  Congress  who  resides  u,pon  the 
Mississippi,  not  an  impracticable  distance  from  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  Some  of  the  invitations  are 
to  Mexico,  Texas,  and  California;  not  forgetting  the 
Salt  Lake,  in  consequence  of  an  introduction  to  the 
Mormon  delegate — a  gentlemanly,  respectable-looking 
old  man  with  a  bald  head.  I  did  not  inquire  if  he 
has  twelve  wives ;  but  an  amusing  account  has  been 
given  me  with  regard  to  the  domestic  arrangements 
of  that  strange  people.  It  seems  that  when  the  first 
wife  wants  help  in  the  household,  she  petitions 
her  husband  to  take  another  spouse — a  good  cook 
or  a  dairywoman  for  instance,    or  a  sempstress — 
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BO  one  wife  is  housekeeper,  another  has  the  cooking 
department,  a  third  manages  the  nursery,  and  so 
forth;  and  as  there  is  no  small  difficulty  in  getting 
good  servants  in  the  United  States,  this  matrimonial 
plan  ensures  a  more  permanent  and  better  ordered 
household  than  could  be  attained  without  it.     I  am 
informed  that  the  domestic  troubles  of  a  wife  in  the 
United  States  are  such  that,  unless  she  resides  in  the 
slave  countries,  she  thinks  it  far  more  convenient  to 
be  first  wife,  with  half-a-dozen  subordinate  ones,  than 
to  be  sole  darling  with  the  disadvantages  of  saucy 
servants  and  the  discomfort  of  bad  dinners;  so  that, 
in  fact.  Republicanism,  and  an  unnatural  attempt  at 
equality,  has  caused  a  return  to  the  terrible  evils  of 
polygamy.     What  a  curious  result.      I  hope  this 
strange  custom  will  not  spread  over  the  Union ! 

January  1 1  .—I  spent  three  hours  in  Congress  yes- 
terday hoping  to  hear  Mr.  C speak  about  the 

'Know-nothings;'  the  house  was  taken  up  by  a  hot  dis- 
cussion  upcTi  the  question  of  foreigners  receiving  im- 
mediate  grants  of  land,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
franchise  will  become  theirs  at  the  termination  of  five 
years,  winch  is  the  present  law.     This  of  course  bore 
upon  the  ^  Know-nothing'  ground,  and  it  is  sad  to  see 
how  deeply  a   secret  society,  banded  together  upon 
exclusive,  illiberal,  and  arbitrary  principles,  has  taken 
root  m  the  free  soil  of  America.     In  conversation 
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it  is  easy  to  judge  whether  individuals  are  in  their 
hearts  favourable  to  such  views;  and  every  day 
makes  me  think  the  ramifications  of  th(;  conspiracy 
have  extended  to  a  depth  and  a  distance  about 
which  I  was  for  a  time  incredulous.  There  is  much 
reason  to  fear  this  irrational  party  may  have  power 
enough  to  carry  the  presidential  chair :  if  so,  I  really 
think  the  'mutes'  may  get  their  black  trappings 
prepared  to-morrow  for  the  funeral  of  the  Republic 
— a  catastrophe  prophesied  by  the  member  of  South 
Carolina;  and  I  fear  those  obsequies  may  not 
only  be  wept  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  but  that 
they  may  be  followed  by  a  civil  war.  There  seems 
a  dearth  of  strong  men  in  the  Union — men  capable  of 
taking  the  lead,  and  sufficiently  patriotic  to  sacrifice 
their  own  present  personal  interest  to  the  public 
weal.  I  observe  a"  sad  spirit  of  corruption  and  of 
self-seeking  among  the  younger  men ;  and  I  also  see 
that  fear  and  doubt  are  shaking  the  spirits  of  the 
elder  and  wiser  people.  No  one  seems  even  to 
guess  what  will  come  out  of  the  fermenting  process 
which  the  commonest  observer  must  see  at  work. 
The  lees  have  risen  to  the  surface ;  whether  they  will 
sink  again  to  the  bottom  of  the  political  caldron 
without  poisoning  the  life-blood  of  this  world- 
wide community,  is  the  question  seldom  uttered, 
but    deeply    seated   in    the    minds    of  honest  and 
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thought  „1  persons.  I  doubt  whether  this  cental 
eonmct  here  is  not  more  alarming  than  the  external 
and  physical  war  the  Allies  have  to  wage  against  the 
barbansm  of  tl  North,  inasmueh  as  open  enmity 
«  better  than  seerct  eontention;  the  known  foe  ean 
be  met  and  eonquered,  bnt  a  eoneealed  antagonist 
eflects  his  mischief  upon  unconscious  victims. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
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Washiitotok, 

Mv  DEAR  PkienDS,—  ^<'Mu.ry  13,  ,855. 

^  l^f  yesterday,  with  Mrs.  Seymour  and 
Mrs.  Cnstobe,  de  Madan,  to  hear  the  (aliostllt 
Koman  Catholic  member,  Mr.  Chandler,  ^t 
Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  repudiating  and  CC 
1  ~»  "J.'.t  a^i^,  ,i,  eo-Ligion.::^ 
Mr.  Jianks  of  Massachusetts  (one  of  \\^^  .A       . 

of  the  'Know-nothW  consDirZ/  .  t  '"*'' 
f»,o+  +1.  XI  ^  ^  conspiracy),  which  asserted 
that  they  the  Roman  Catholics,  acknowledge  a  ^. 

^iTe::-:rh;arn:der""--' 

her  ^m  the  south!  for  irrrih^r. 
foreign  mrmsters.  He  said,  the  salaries  giveTaTe  1 
meagre,  that  it  is  difficult  to  induce  n^c^of  Went 
and  expencncc  to  undertake  missions,  and  therf" 
^e  affa.rs  of  the  States  (in  Europe)„e  emb  ^ 
and  mismanaged  by  a  set  of  inferior  diplomTS 
I  am  not  enough  acquainted  with  the  pu^re 
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American  Congress  to  judge  how  this  proposition  was 
received  j  but  the  intense  and  respectful  attention 
afforded  to   Mr.  Chandler  I  thought  a  good  sign  of 
generous  and  tolerant  feeling;  and  this  makes  me  hope 
that  there  is  still  freedom  and  impartiality  enough  in 
the  Union  to  counteract  the  narrow  and  inconsistent 
opinions  of  Eepublican  bigotry.      Mr.  Chandler^s 
address  was  good,  both  in  manner  and  matter :  it 
was    well  worded,    calm,   logical,   and  frank.     He 
affirmed  most  solemnly,  that  so  far  from  believing 
any  right  could  be  assumed  by  the  Bishops  of  Rome 
touching  upon  political  allegiance,  he  and  all  other 
good  Catholics  consider  the  spiritual  rule,    which 
they  willingly  admit,  as  quite  distinct  from  the  tem- 
poral :    although  history  shows  that  temporal  rule 
has  been  exercised  by  Roman  pontiffs,  it  was  not 
derived  from  the  Church  itself,  but  from  the  Catholic 
princes    of  Europe,  who   chose  to   delegate  undue 
power  to  the  Pope's  of  those  times.     '  And  if,'  said 
Mr.  Chandler, '  the  Bishops  of  Rome  should  now,  or  at 
any  future  time,  invade  the  territory  i,.'  this  Republic, 
or    of  any    other    Protestant   sovereignty,    Roman 
Catholics  would  consider  themselves  bound  by  every 
principle,  divine  or  human,  to  oppose  and  repel  such 
an  assumption  of  temporal  power.'     The  Governor 
Mrs.  Seymour,  and  I  dined  together  at  the  house  of 
Governor  Hamilton  Fish,  Mr.  Seymour's  predecessor 
in  the  government   of  New  York  State.     I  had  a 
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^eat  deal  of  conversation  with  him,  and  with  another 
old  gentleman,  upon  the  present  state  and  future 
prospects  of  free  slaves.    They  were  both  of  opinion 
that  some  inherent  difference  of  race  is  the  cause 
that  the  black  people  die  out  and  become  extinct  in 
one  or  two  generations  after  the  attainment  of  free- 
dom  and  of  amalgamation  with  whites.     This  seems 
to  be  a  universal  law.     Mr.  Fish  told  me  that,  in 
his  experience,  it  has  worked  so  rapidly,   that  his 
family   having   about   fifty   years    ago   freed    their 
negroes,  though  at   the  same  time  allowing  them 
a  claim  for  aid  and  future  protection-letting  them 
have  the    cottages   and  the  ground  to  which  ihey 
had  been  accustomed-stiU,    under  these  advanta- 
geous  cn-cumstances,  they  have  graduaUy  dwindled 
a^ay ;  and  though  Governor  Fish  considers  the  rem 
nant  almost  as  belonging  to  his  own  family,  and  they 
apply  to  him  for  advice  and  help  upon  all  occasions, 
yet  not  above  five  or  six  individuals  are  existing,  and 
no  one  of  them  younger  than  sixty.     I  accompanied 
some    friends    to   the    evening   reception    of  Mrs 
Marcy,  which  was  well   attended,    although  many 
other  houses  were  also  open  for  parties 

Friday   ,^th^p,  fine  clear  day.    Mrs.  Hamilton 
Fish  took  Mrs.  Seymour  and  me  a  drive  to  the  heights 
of  George  Town  ;  and  we  also  called  on  Mrs.  Mauiy 
at  the  Observatory.     It  is  i„  a  beautiful  situation 
commanding  the  city  of  Washington,  and  also  long 
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reaches  of  the  Potomac  each  way.  Lieutenant  Maury 
took  us  up  to  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  we  are 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  his  observatory 
next  week,  if  the  stars  will  be  favourable.     I  drank 
tea  out  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour,  and  afterwards 
accompanied  their  party  to  the  Presidential  evening 
levee  (as  the  word  is  here  pronounced),  to  which  all 
classes  decently  attired  are  admitted.      We  found 
two  rooms  crowded,  but  the  company  perfectly  well 
conducted  and  orderly.     In  general  aspect,  I  was 
reminded  of  an  entertainment  given  by  a  London 
City  Lord  Mayor  in  the  Guildhall.     We  returned 
to  the  hotel  by  eleven  o'clock. 

January  13. — ,1  received  a  file  of  Times  news- 
papers to  the  a3rd  of  last  month,  and  sat  up  nearly 
all  night  to  read  them.  Sad  and  heart-breaking  de- 
tails ;  and  in  the  paper  of  latest  date,  an  article 
levelled  against  the  Ministry  and  all  the  employes 
in  the  East,  so  bitter  and  vituperative  in  style,  and 
so  sweeping  in  accusation,  that  it  tells  more  against 
the  writers  than  in  condemnation  of  those  written 
against.  In  this  house  I  have  made  the  acquaintance 

of  three  distinguished    Generals  of  the  Republic 

Scott,  Cass,  and  Houston — all  massive-looking,  sol- 
dier-like men.  After  a  fine  morning  the  afternoon 
proved  wet,  so  that  I  could  not  sketch  or  go  to  the 
Observatory ;  but  Mrs.  Fish  was  so  kind  as  to  take 
me  out  to  pay  visits.     After  dinner,  there  was  an 


evemng  assembly  and  dancing  fo,  tbe  young  people 

New  Orleans.  They  spoke  English,  but  with  some 
accent,  the„  „™  tongue  being  French ;  but  I  much 
P^er  our  language  a  little  broken  to  the  broad  and 
oft  n  nasd  pronunciation  of  New  England  and  New 
Kork.  The  Southern  people  have  pleasing  voices 
^d  are  much  less  provincial  in  their  speech  th^ 
those  of  the  Northern  States. 

Sunday,  January  i4._A  blind  minister  preached 
yesterday  at  the  Cong„s>,  chape,.     I  ,Zi  have 
heaM  h,m,  but  the  service  ™  earlier  than  I  expected 
so  when  I  reached  Professor  Hcniy's,  Dr.  and  Mrs' 
Gray  were  gone.     A  cold  clear  day,  but  no  signs  of 

r  .  ''"'  r"*  '  ^-  ^  very  interesting  Z  t 
drawings  of  California  and  the  Eocky  Mountains 
belong.ng  to  a  gentleman  who  has  been  much  in  the' 
Par  West     He  confirmed  my  deductions  about  the 
Mormomte  domestic  polity,  having  frequentiv  con- 
versed  with  the  women  of  that   State.     The  "wie, 
are  not  shut  np  in  idleness  like  those  of  Eastern 
harems,  but  Kve  happily  together,  because  they  are 
too  busy  to  quarrel.     One  woman  told  him-' We 
agree  well:  sister  Dolly  has  the  cows;  sister  Jenny, 
the  children ;  sister  Betty,  the  kitchen ;  and  so  on- 
all  have  plenty  to  do  :  and  our  husband  is  bound 
by  law  to  support  and  take  equal  care  of  us  •  and 
then  we  are  so  HeU-bent  m  Heaven  P     Is  4  not 
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evident,  slavery  or  polygamy  is  the  product  of  an 
unnatural  attempt  after  equality  ?  I  shall  certainly 
return  to  England    more    strongly    imbued    with 

attachment  to  our  orderly  institutions.     R has 

had  offers  of  marriage  in  America;  but  she  says, 
'  No,  I  will  never  marry  here — not  even  if  I  could 
have  the  very  President  himself.  Why,  in  England 
I  may  have  my  own  station,  and  I'm  content ;  but 
in  America  I  should  never  know  what  I  was.'  I  find 
many  charming  people,  a  great  deal  that  is  interesting, 
and  much  that  is  instructive,  in  the  United  States ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  only  the  fear  of  starvation 
would  induce  an  English  man  or  woman  to  fix  them- 
selves for  life  in  America.  '  In  whatever  state  of 
life  you  are,  therewith  to  be  content,'  is  a  lesson  which 
can  hardly  be  learned  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

January  i6. — I  walked  up  early  yesterday  to  call 

upon  Dr.  and  Mrs.   B ;   he   and  Mr.  W 

brought  me  back,  and  Mrs.  Fish  was  again  so  kind 
as  to  come  and  convey  me  to  sketch  on  the  George 
Town  heights.  And  then  she  waited  in  the  carriage 
while  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  British  Minister,  who  is 
confined  to  his  house  owing  to  the  consequences  of 
an  accident.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  and  I  had  a 
pleasant  dinner  at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taloe's,  where  we 
met  General  Scott,  the  Mexican  and  French  Minister, 
and  attache,  Judge  Drew,  and  other  acquaintances. 
At  this  house  is  one  of  the  prettiest  Carlo  Dolces  I 
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ever  saw.  It  once  belonged  to  the  Duchesse  de 
Bern.  On  our  return,  Mr.  Blake,  the  geologist, 
showed  us  beautifully  crystallized  and  other  speci- 
mens of  Californian  gold,  and  gave  me  some  dust  of 
Cuban  iron  pyrites  as  brilliant  as  diamonds. 

January  17.— Directly  after  breakfast  yesterday, 
I  walked  up  to  the  Observatory,  and  spent  two  hours 
sketching  from  its  roof.     The   views  are  fine  every 
way,  particularly  up  the  Potomac  towards  that  large 
aqueduct  which  carries  a  canal   across  to   George 
Town.  I  saw  Lieutenant  Maury,  and  agreed  with  him 
that,  as  my  travels  must  be  pursued  on  the  i8th 
as  far  as   Richmond,  Wednesday   evening  (stars  or 
no  stars)  we  must  spend  at  the  Observatory.    I  came 
Lome  in  time  to  dress  for  a  wedding,  when  I  found 
a  pretty  bride  and  a  cheerful  party ;  but  according 
to  custom   in  the  reception-rooms  of  this  country, 
they  were  so  darkened  that  I  should  rather  have 
supposed  the  assembly  gathered  together  for  a  funeral 
than  a  wedding.     I  saw  a  great  deal  of  beauty, 
although  of  one  particular  type.      Proceeding  to- 
wards the  South,  I  find  the  manners  soften  as  well 
as  the  voice,  more  frankness  and  cheerfulness,  the 
rather  stiff  formality  of  the  Northern   States  i%  re- 
placed by  ease,  and  at  the  same  time  the  young  people 
are  merry  without  being  boisterous,  and  no  one  ob- 
jects   to  those  games  and  amusements  which  the 
spirit  of  the  puritanical  times  has  handed  down  as 
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crimes  to  be  cast  aside  by  their  New  England  de- 
scendants.     So  oftentimes   those  good  people  are 
bored  for  want  of  innocent  relaxation,  and  the  elderly 
prefer  staying  by  their  own  firesides  to  falling  asleep 
in  public  for  want  of  occupation.    There  is  certainly 
an  odd  mixture  of  the  '  go-ahead'  and  the  indolent 
among  our  American  cousins,  which  is  exemplified 
in  the  saying,  that  such  a  man  '  is  running  a  sleepy 
race,'  which  means  that  his  adherents  are  pushing 
him  forward  for  election  to  some  office,  while  the 
candidate  himself  remains  in  a  state  of  somnolent 
indifference'  to  the  result.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour 
took  me  to  a  place  which  has  been  called  Calametta, 
from  its  beautiful  and  sunny  view   of  the  Potomac, 
&c.    We  found  it  a  pleasant,  comfortable  house,  with 
bright-coloured  peacocks  walking  about  in  the  wood 
surrounding  it.     I  dined  at  the  Secretary  of  State's 
with  a  large  number  of  diplomatic  gentlemen,  and 
only  four  ladies  besides  myself.  The  French  Minister 
sat  by  Mrs.  Marcy,  and  I  had  Mr.  Marcy  on  one 
side  and  the  Spanish  Minister  on  the  other.     The 
dinner  could  not  be  otherwise  than  agreeable.     The 
Secretary  is  a  remarkably  frank,  agreeable  old  man, 
and  I  was  not  afraid  to  joke  him  a  little  about  his 
republican  aversion  to  court  dresses.     I  found  out 
the  whole  secret  afterwards.     In  his  drawing-room 
there  is  an  interesting  picture,  painted  in  the  time  of 
Louis  XVI.,  of  the  King  and  Queen  sitting  in  their 
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circle,  while  some  gay  ladies  of  the  Court  crown 
Benjamin  Franklin  with  a  wreath  of  laurel.    Franklin 
is  uncontaminated  by  any  attire  more  gay  than  his 
Quaker-like  looking  habiliments  (though  it  seems  he 
was  occasionally  seduced  into  a  court  dress,  for  a 
velvet  one  belonging  to  him  is  still  preserved),  and  I 
guess  the  ladies  around  him  were  not  without  a  little 
sly  triumph  of  their  own  on  the  occasion  which  gave 
rise  to  the  picture ;  but  it  is  evident  to  me  that  scene 
was  not  one  of  a  public  reception,  for  no  gentleman 
is  present  excepting  the   King.     Secretary  Marcy 
was  (I  think)  sentimentally  led  astray  in  his  crusade 
against  European  finery  by  this  picture.     I  don't 
the  least  believe  (an  accusation  I  have  heard  here) 
that  his  motive  was  to  curry  favour  with  the  American 
public,  who  may  imagine  an  ugly  coat  and  repub- 
licanism  synonymous  terms.      He  is  a  downright 
honest  man,   if  ever  I  saw  one ;  and  with  all  his 
talents  and  knowledge  of  the  American  world,  upon 
the  subject  of  European  dress,  he   was  much  more 
likely   to   err  from    simplicity  than    design.     My 
neighbour  on  the  other  side  could  only  express  him- 
self in  French  and  Spanish,  and  as  the  Secretary 
confines  himself  to  plain  English  as  well  as  plain 
coats,  the  Spanish  Minister  is  frequently  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  an  interpreter,  which,  in  a  delicate 
diplomatic  conference,  he  thinks  is  inconvenient. 
I  was  introduced  to  the  Dutch  Minister,  who 
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speaks  English  like  a  native.  The  Prussian  looked 
quiet  and  neutral ;  the  French,  anxious  and  incredu- 
lous.  Mr.  Crampton  was  prevented  by  his  accident 
from  joining  the  party,  a  circumstance  generally  re- 
gretted, for  no  one  is  more  popular  in  the  diplomatic 
circle.  None  of  the  second  grade  were  present- 
only  Ministers  and  their  attachh.  Mr.  Marcy  told 
me  he  could  not  receive  the  whole  corps  together, 
and  therefore  he  takes  the  first  rank  with  their  be- 
longings at  one  dinner,  and  others  separate.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Seymour,  having  dined  elsewhere,  came  to 
take  me  home,  and  joined  the  party  for  a  short 
time. 

Richmond,  Virginia,  January  18.--I  have  just 
arrived  at  this  place ;  but,  before  writing  of  our  jour- 
ney here,  the  conclusion  of  my  stay  at  Washington 
must  be  told.  Wednesday,  I  breakfasted  with  Dr.  and 

Mrs.  B ,  my  friends  of  the  White  Mountains.  The 

Judge  and  Mrs.  Maclean,  and  Mr.  P ,  a  member 

of  Congress,  were  of  the  party— it  was  very  pleasant. 
Mrs.  Maclean  walked  back  with  me  as  far  as  Pro- 
fessor Henry's,  where  I  went  to  see  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Gray;  and,  before  going    home,   I   had   to  go  to 

Mrs.    S ,  the   artist.     She  has  made  a  slight 

sketch  of  Longfellow  for  me.  On  my  return  to 
the  hotel,  I  had  much  to  do;  separating  ward- 
robe, books,  and  natural  history  accumulations,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Boston :  my  acquisitions  increase  like 
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a    roinng    snow-U.,,    .„«,    zrom   an    the  prine.pux 
stopping-places  during  my  travels,  I  send  off  packages 

to  Mr.  L 's  care.     At  Washington,  bouquets  are 

general  in  full  costume ;  they  are  always  made  up 
by  the  gardeners,  but  hardly  ever  consist  of  any 
other  flowers  than  Camelias,  Canarinas,  Heliotropes, 
Steevias,   and  violets,  with   the  berries   of  Ardisia 
crenulata,  and  the  feathery  foliage  of  Lycopodium 
dendroides.     I  received  two  beautiful  ones  this  after- 
noon  from  gentlemen;    a  sweet  bunch  of  geranium 
and  Neapolitan  violets  was  given   me  by  a  young 
Cuban  lady;  and  I  had  a  white  Camelia,  also,  from 
Miss  Seymour.     Mrs.  Seymour  dined  at  home  with 
me,  and  at  six  o'clock  Mrs.  Fish  called,  to  convey 
us  to  the  Observatory,  accompanied  by  Judge  Drew 
and  Mr.  Miller.    The  stars  shone  brightly-the  finest 
show  of  them  I  have  yet  seen  in  America.     Lieu- 
tenant Maury  took  us  up  to  the  telescope  directly 
on  our  arrival.     We  had  a  good  view  of  a  spangled 
bit  of  sky  in  Perseus,  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye 
Sinus  appeared  like  a  tuft  of  blue,  red,  and  gold 
feathers,  waving  in  the  heavens;  Saturn's  globe  and 
ring  perfectly  clear  and  distinct ;  and  the  belt  and 
five  geometrical-looking  stars  of  Orion  very  bright 
After  our  eyes   and  minds  were  fatigued  by  these 
marvels,  we  went  in  to  drink  tea  with  Mrs.  Maury 
and  then  returned  to  town  to  attend  Mr.  Guthrie's 
reception,  where    I  took  leave  of  the   Grays    the 
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Quaker  lady  of  Philadelphia,  General  Scott,  Mr. 
Maury,  and  many  others  who  have  been  kind  to 
me  at  Washington.  We  returned  home  to  the 
dancing.party  at  Willard's,  and  found  it  crowded. 
I  said  good-bye  to  many  friends  there:  and,  upon 
getting  up  at  six  next  morning  to  depart,  T  found 

Mr.  P and  Mr.  M ,  both  ready  to  see  us 

safe  on  board  the  steamer ;  they  accompanied  us  to 
the  Potomac ;  it  was  quite  dark,  and  their  company 
was  very  cheering.  A  fine  sunrise  on  the  magni- 
ficent river,  i>nA  after  a  very  calm  and  successful 
passage  of  fiity-five  miles,  we  found  the  railroad  cars  at 
Acquia  Creek :  the  distance  to  Richmond  was  about 
seventy  miles ;  weather  continued  bright,  warm,  and 
sunshiny.  I  felt  the  influence  of  a  southern  atmo- 
sphere, and  the  journey  would  have  been  pleasant 
if  1  hud  had  pleasanter  neighbours  in  the  car ;  but 
just  before  me  was  a  being  who  called  himself  the 
American  Dwarf :  he  was  about  two  feet  high,  with 
fin-like  hands,  and  a  head  nearly  as  large  as  his 
contorted  body ;  and,  on  my  right  l  negro  woman, 
in  face  resembling  an  ourang-outang,  who  gloried 
in  a  fancy  straw  bonnet,  trimmed  with  white,  had 
artificial  roses  surrounding  her  black  muzzle.  She 
became  dreadfully  sea,  or  rather  rail-sick,  and  my 
window  being  open,  although  there  was  another 
on  her  side,  she  constantly  lecned  across  me  to  take 
possession  of  mine ;    at  last  a  gentlemanly-looking 
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young  man,  ,.ho  I  conclude  wa«  her  master,  came 
to  my  rescue,  and  throwing  open  a  window  behind,  he 
said  a  few  words  which  made  her  keep  to  her  own 
locahty.  This  improved  my  immediate  circumstances ; 
but  m  a  few  minutes  afterwards  we  were  brought  to  a 
standstill,  and  looking  out,  saw  a  dreadful  accident, 
i^ither  from  intoxication  or  insanity,  a  fine-looking 
young  man,  apparently  not  more  than  twenty-three 
tad  placed  himself  on  the  rail  just  at  a  curve,  so 
that  the  engineer  had  no  time  to  pull  up,  though  he 
did  his  best;  the  poor  wretch  was  cut  in  two,  and 
expired  immediately.     All  the  people  evinced  great 
feehng^and    kindness;    the    corpse    of    the    poor 
stranger  was  taken  up,  and  we  proceeded.  I  found  the 
Exchange  a  comfortable  hotel,  and  the  sister  of  Dr 
Gibson,  of  Baltimore,  soon  came  to  me  with  her 
married  daughter  :  they  took  me  to  their  home,  and 

1  passed  a  pleasant  evening,  Mr.  J being    so 

kind  as  to  walk  back  at  night  with  me  through  the 
still  and  unfrequented  streets.     There  was  hardly  a 
sound  until  that  usual  occurrence,  a  peal  of  fire 
bells,  broke  the  quiet.     I  have  never  been   in  any 
town  in  the   United  States  without  hearing  such 
alarms.     At  Richmond  it  is  not  imcommon  to  have 
two  or  three  fires  a  night,  and  these  fires  are  usually 
the  work    of  incendiaries;    wooden   houses  are  so 
easily  set  in  a  blaze,  that  boys  for  mischief,  and 
thieves  for  plunder,  slily  ignite  them. 
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January  20. — I  saw  a  great  deal  of  this  pretty- 
town  ;  if  it  had  the  castle  and  the  ancient  buildings 
of  Edinburgh,   it   would   resemble   that   city,    the 
Powhattan  River  taking   the    place  of  the  Forth. 
Mrs.  J took  us  across  the  valley  to  sketch  to- 
wards the  east,  and  I  made  a  drawing  of  the  loca- 
lity   round    Washington's    monument,    the  various 
steeples,  towers,  &c.,  with  the  Capitol,   a  pleasing 
Grecian   building,  capping  and  overlooking  the  city, 
and  the  surrounding  country.      Under  the  centre  of 
the  dome,  inside  that  building,  I  saw  the  best  statue  of 
Washington  in  the  whole  Union,  by  Houdier :  it  is 
said  to  be  a  good  likeness,  and,  as  a  work  of  art,  it 
is  most  interesting.     I  could  not  have  believed  that 
the  stiff  costume  of  that  time  could  have  been  so 
idealized.     The  General  stands  in  an  easy  attitude, 
leaning  upon  a  bunch  of  fascines — the  very  buttons 
on  his  coat,  and  the  high  top-boots,  &c.  &c.,  are  all 
indicated,   and   yet  there  is  no  lack  of  grace,   no 
appearance  of  formality,  in  this  very  fine  statue. 
Strange  to  say,  an  air  of  neglect  and  dilapidation  is 
visible  all  around  it ;  the  interior  of  the  building  is 
sadly  out  of  repair  ;  the  doors  want  paint,  and  all  is 
dirty  and  onite  unworthy  of  the  best  public  building 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  the  House  of  Legislature 
and  of  business.     Perhaps  a  few  years  will  dissipate 
financial  difiiculties,  which  have  been  brought  en  by 
an  extravagant  railway  expenditure;   it  will,  pro- 
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bably  repay  the  citizens  in  due  time,  and  then  they 
may  be  enabled  to  wipe  off  the  disgrace  of  shabbi- 
ness  which  at  present  hangs  over  their  proceedings 

Mrs    G called   for   a    handsome    agreeable 

Jady,   who  accompanied  us  during  the  rest  of  our 
drive.     They  took  me  to  the  Cemetery,  beautifully 
situ^ed,  and  from  thence  I  made  a  general  sketch 
of  Richmond,    with    its    crowning    Capitol,    Pow- 
hattan  River  (undignified  by  the  modern  name  of 
James),  and  a  foreground  of  better  trees  than  I  had 
yet.  seen    in  America.      In    this  place  are  many 
pretty  hollies,  with  red  berries  like  ours,  but  with 
leaves  opaque  instead  of  shining;   and  before  goin^ 
home  we  caUed  at  a  nursery-ground,  where  there 
was  nothing  new  to  me,  excepting  a  shrub  which 
though    now    leafless,   has  bmiches  of  small   lilaj 
bemes.     The  gentleman  did  not  know  what  comitry 
It  came  from,  or   the  tribe  to  which  it  belongs 
Indeed,  he  told  me,  so  little  interest  is  shown  for 
flowers  in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  since  he  came 
here  from  Scotland,  he  has  rather  lost  than  gained  in 
botanical  and  floral  accquirement.     I  declined  an 
invitation  to  dine  at  three  o^clock;  such  early  hours 
at  this  time  of  year  shorten  the  already  shortened 
days.     After  returning  to  the  hotel  for  the  purpose 
of  writing  to  Washington,  I  made   my  way  alone 
across   the  river  by  a  very  long   wooden    bridge 
On  the   other  side   I  passed   voluminous   hon«P« 
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which  I  was  told  were  flour  and  cotton  mills  ;  beyond 
them  the  view  of  Richmond  was  fine.  A  brilliant 
sunset  reminded  me  that  there  is  little  twilight  here, 
and  so  I  feared  that  I  should  hardly  find  my  way 

in  the  dark  to  Mrs.  G 's,  where  tea  awaited  me. 

After  some  wanderings  I  reached  her  house  before 
a  very  young  moon  had  disappeared,  and  from  thence 

I  joined  a  small  party  at  Mrs.  M 's. 

January  %\. — Our  cars  left  Richmond  at  seven 
this  morning,  and  the  sun  rose  so  red  that  I  fear 
he  promises  rain.  We  reached  Charlottesville  soon 
after  twelve,  and  passed  through  a  very  pretty 
country,  which  requires  nothing  but  animal  life  and 
industry  to  make  it  charming.  The  absence  of 
fencing  to  the  railroads  at  once  speaks  of  scanty 
flocks  and  herds ;  for,  if  these  were  not  few  and  far 
between,  the  owners  would  insist  upon  precautionary 
measures.  As  it  is,  cows  and  sheep  are  occasionally 
killed  by  the  trains ;  but  when  not  more  than  fifty 
beasts  can  be  seen  in  as  many  miles,  the  risk  is  not 
great.  To-day  we  passed  along  a  rolling*  district, 
afibrding  every  promise  of  a  grateful  return  to 
energetic  and  industrious  cultivation.  Yet  I  saw 
ploughs  worked  by  a  single  horse,  which  did  little 
more    than    scratch  the    surface,    and  a  rich    soil 


*  The  common  expression  in  America  for  an  undulating 
country. 
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beneath  wa,  only  brought  to  light  by  the  course 
of  the  ra,lroad.  Parsing  rapidly  along,  I  „bserv^ 
much  .on  sand,  excellent  slate,  volcanic  roct 
gneiss  greenstone,  quart.,  plenty  of  water,  a  natur^ 

g^^owth  of  oak  and  chestnut,  and  I  have  UttledoTu 
but  that  mmeral   riches  are   below.     An   English 

Wr  who  could  bring  free  labour  with  hin.  h«e 

jmght  ,u,ckly  ^ake  his  fortune.     The  slave  seTv^ 

look  generally  well  clothed,  ^eny,  and  content,- W 

of  farm  labour  they  have  evidently  but  smaU  k;ow 

1  dge;    and  a  general  population,  either  white   or 

black,  seems  scanty.      Upon  arriving  at  the  small 

2-"  of  Charlottesville,  I  was  s„r^%oiTh; 
Mr.  Stevenson,    our  former  Minister  in  England 
was  absent  from  his  house,  a  few  miles  distant      M 
the  Umvers.ty,  however,  I  was  most  kindly  welcomed 
by  the  Professor  and  Mrs.  Minor ;  he  and  Profess^ 
Maupm  showed  me  the  buildings,  and  an  extend 
vew  from  the  roof  of  the  dome,     -^is  educatila^ 
es  abhshment  was   founded   by   Jefferson.      Tt  ^ 
ruled  by  nine  trustees,  who  are  newly  appointed 
eve^  four  yean  by  the  incoming  President"^.f    hS 
Umted  States;  and  it  has  this    peculiarity-tha 
he   govermng  head  of  the  institution  is  changed 
eve^  two  years.     There  is  no  professor  of  Nat^S 
astorym  any  of  its  branches,  and  no  teacher  „ 
Chem.stiy,  other  agricultural  or  medic  J ;  so  that  o^e 
cannot  much  wonder  ti,.*  ■  ® 

ucn  wonder  that  ignorance  ssspecting  the 
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soils  and  the  mineral  riches  of  this  State  should  be 
evident,  even  to  an  unpractised  eye.  We  slept 
at  a  clean  and  reasonable  hotel;  I  walked  up  in 
a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  through  red  mud  (much  like 
that  of  Torquay  in  Devonshire),  to  the  college,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  leave,  and  got  into  the  cars  by 
twelve  o'clock.  After  about  fifty  miles'  journey,  pass- 
ing over  mountains  consisting  of  gneiss,  greenstone, 
slaty  rocks,  and  limestone,  we  reached  Staunton 
by  a  wonderful  line  of  road :  the  last  part  was  en- 
gineered up,  and  ploughed  like  a  deep  furrow  along 
the  side  of  a  mountain,  to  the  very  summit,  and 
then  down  again  to  the  plain  below.  The  making 
of  this  line  was  ordered  and  superintended  by  the 
same  German  engineer  who  planned  and  is  erecting 
the  suspension  bridge  from  one  shore  of  Niagara  to 
the  other,  with  a  passage  for  railroad  cars  above 
the  carriage  road.  From  what  I  saw  to-day,  my 
faith  in  the  success  of  that  bridge  is  almost  undoubt- 
ing.  We  find  the  Virginian  Hotel  here  comfortable, 
and  the  country  we  came  through  to-day  must  be 
very  picturesque ;  but  rain  and  fog  prevented  our 
seeing  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  cars. 
Staunton  is  rather  a  pretty  town :  as  we  entered,  I 
saw  a  handsome  building  for  an  asylum  for  the  blind, 
and  I  was  told  there  are  several  other  large  charitable 
establishments. 

January    22. — Violent    rain,    storm,    and   wind 


LEXINGTON. 


2h'9 

during  the  night.  wTg^T^iT^T^^^^^^T^e 
■»-"l  stage,  which  started  at  five  o'clock  mo  e 
punctually  than  is  usual  i„  America,  and  t'he  bU 
here  and  at  ChariottesriUe  were  fair  and  reasonable 
not  a  thud  of  what  we  have  paid  elsewhere.  The 
charges  have  varied  from  two  dollars  to  eigh 
dollars  a  day;  they  are  never  more  reasonable  tha,^ 

lid  ot  f        °"'™  ""'  ^^^-     ^'*  «-  horses, 
and  only  four  persons  in  the  coach,  we  did  not  reach 
Lexmgton  till  after  one  o'clock    At  fir.t  .1. 
of  tho  *.  ,  ™''  'he  master 

of  the  tavern  made  some  difficulty  about  procuring 
™  a  carr.age  to  go  on  seventeen  miles  to  the  Natura! 

-.notLypC::- ,--::- - 
d"istn'""'°""'"^'''''"°""^^*  =''--"«: 

2Ts  I;;;  /,""'"*'  "  ''''-'°'^  -assiveJooklng 
h.U,  IS  caUed  by  people  here  "  The  House."  There 
are  no  Indians  in  all  this  part  of  the  count  Jld 
even  the,r  beautiful  names  have  been  forgotteT  Id 

James  E.ver,  Lomsa  Court,  Charlottesville,  &c.  &c 
Th  re  were  many  signs  of  hard  frost  on  the  road 
wh  ch  was  tolerable  as  far  as  Buchanan ;  planks  w«. 
la.d  for  that  distance.     When  we  tume;  off  intol 

Set:  '"""  r '  '""^  ""^  ™*^  "^O^^'  - 
carn^e   was  much   tried;    the   horses  floundered 

VOL.    I.  ^ 
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along  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  our  driver  calling 
to  us  to  throw  our  weight  now  upon  one  side,  now 
on  the  other,  to  keep  a  balance.  At  one  time 
within  half  a  foot  of  deep  water,  where,  in  case  of 
being  overturned,  we  must  have  been  drowned,  if  we 
had  escaped  being  smashed  in  the  fall ;  at  another, 
with  a  descent  of  three  hundred  feet,  without  the 
smallest  guard  upon  our  right.  But  our  Irish  coach- 
man was  civil  and  expert;  he  assured  me  he  would 
not  have  anything  happen  to  us  for  fifty  dollars,  and 
happily,  both  traces  breaking  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  our  destination,  I  scrambled  out  of  the 
vehicle,  rejoiced  to  find  my  feet  once  more,  leaving 

R to  take  care  of  the  vehicle,  while  the  driver 

went  back  to  pick  up  the  scattered  boxes.  I  made 
my  way  on,  with  the  help  of  a  bright  young  moon, 
to  the  first  little  hotel  (there  is  another,  near  the 
Bridge).  It  was  .a  rough  place ;  but  I  was  hospitably 
received,  and  the  master's  son,  with  a  negro  servant, 
set  off  to  aid  and  guide  the  carriage  through  a  track 
which  had  appeared  to  me  in  some  places  wholly 
impracticable   for  anything  on  wheels.       However, 

fortunately,  it  was  too  dark  for  R to  see  danger, 

and  the  three  men  guided  her  on  safely  in  about 
two  hours,  much  to  the  relief  of  my  mind.  No 
other  catastrophe  occurred,  excepting  that  some  of 
my  boxes,  which  had  been  shaken  off,  were  con- 
siderably   mauled,    and    I    hardly   felt    this   as    a 
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^""""T  i"  «^^of  our  owT^. 
l^e  good  people  did  their  best  to  feed  and  w„m 
>«,  but  aa  their  house  is  little  prepared  for  winter 

kno™  .n  y,rgi„ia_i,  spite  of  a  blazing  wood  J 
and  a  blanket  hung  up  over  our  door,  the  water  i^ 
the  jugs  and  basins  wa,  frozen    before    daylight. 
However,  I  was  glad  to  find  that  by  rising  very 
early  there  would  be  time  to  see  and  ske4  the 
wonderful  Natn.,1  Bridge,  and  to  reach  the  Jal 
womUes'd.sta„ee,  by  ten  o'eloek.   Most  fortunately,' 
the  steamboat  goes  down  to-morrow,  otherwise  we 
^ght  have  been  detained  till  Thursday  i„  Lynch- 

January  ,4._After  all  that  has  been  said  in 
p™se  of  the  Naturd  Bridge,  I  was  not  disappointed : 
the  chasm  over  which  it  passes  is  narrower  at  the 
bottom  than  at  the  top:  beginning  at  fifty  feet,  it 
gr^ually  w,dens  to  near  a  hundred,  and  is  about 
two  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  height,  while  the 

Zr"    ;.'?  ""''  "^  ^'•""*  '"^"'y  »  thirty  in 
width,  guards!  by  natural  walls  of  rock,  and  covLd 

by  five  feet  of  soil,  made  firm  and  bound  together  by 

trees  and  shrubbe.7.     The  small  stream  it  crosses  I 

called  Cedar  Creek,  which  likp  »1I  th     ■  7 

_  "'  "'"cn,  UKe  all  the  nvers  of  this 

district,  IS  as  turbid  and  as  muddy-looking  as  the 
Ouse.  in  Bedfordshi..    The  rich  soUs  of  thL  la 
are  borne  down  by  all  these  waters,  to  fertilize  neg. 

u  a 
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lected  or  worn-out  farms  in  distant  places.    Looking 
at  this  bridge  from  a  short  distance,  it  has  a  magnifi- 
cent appearance,  and  no  one  would  guess  Nature  to 
have  been  her  own  architect.     The  arch  is  finely 
formed ;  over  its  centre  the  rock  is  chiselled  into  the 
appearance  of  a  deep-set  window,  and  on  one  side  it 
seems  as  if  supported  by  a  gigantic  buttress,  backed 
by  mountains  and   set  in  a  framework  of  verdure. 
Summer  must  render  this  bridge  still  more  beautiful ; 
but  its  grandeur  can  even  now  be  well  appreciated. 
I  engaged  our  driver  and  carriage  of  last  evening  to 
take  us  to  the  place  where  the  Lynchberg  steamer 
calls — most   fortunately — for    no  conveyance   large, 
enough  for  luggage  could  now  have  been  hired.    Fine 
mountainous  and  glorious  forest  views  extend  the 
whole  way  down  the  Powhattan.     I  was  reminded 
of  some  parts  of  Germany ;  but  the  scenery  of  this 
river  far  exceeds,  that  of  the  Rhine,  though  the  water 
has  not  equal  clearness  or  volume,  and  these  moun- 
tains are  not  ornamented  by  ruined  castles.     Of  the 
Rocky  Bridge  I  have  often  heard ;  but  neither  books 
nor  travellers,  familiar  to  me,  have  spoken  of  these 
forty  miles  of  scenery  passed  through  by  a  canal, 
which  sometimes  travels  by  one  shore,  then  takes  to 
the  river,  and  once  crosses  over  it  to  the  other  side. 
We  passed  at  least  twenty  locks,  going  easily  and 
pleasantly :  our  speed  averaged  about  four  miles  an 
hour — quite  fast  enough,  for  I  had  time  to  sketch 
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and  to  enjoy  the  beautifiil  scenery,  instead  of  being 
steamed  along  too  rapidly  for  either  pleasure.     A 
warm  sun  befriended  us,  and,  though  the   air  was 
rather  cold,  it  was  clear  and  still,  so  that  with  an 
occasional  visit  to  the  cabin  to  warm  my  hands,  I 
was  able  to  sit  all  day  on  deck;  and  this  passage 
proved  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and  least  tedious 
of  all  I  have  had,  though  it  occupied  nine  hours. 
Some  of  the  valleys  traversing  this  mountain  region 
are  suspected  to  be   rich  in  minerals  and  precious 
stones,  which  is  very  probable.     From  signs  I  ob- 
served  on  the  blue  ridge  which  we  mounted  by  the 
railroad,  greenstone    passes  into   limestone;    mica, 
slate,  and  granite  frequently  appear,  though  I  am  not 
enough  of  a  geologist  to  be  able  to  mark  and  de- 
scribe their  exact  locations.    Beautifully  white  gypsum 
was  placed  in  heaps  by  the  river-side  where  we  first 
embarked    on  board  the  canal    boat,   but   no  one 
could  tell  me  from  whence :  I  saw  star-looking  dark 
spots,  as  large  as  a  shilling,  in  one  mass,  having 
almost  the  appearance  of  fossils,  though  I  conclude 
they  must    have    been  some    modification  of  talc. 
There  was  no  time  to  get  any  knocked  off;  and,  as 
people  here  consider  attention  to  stones  or  flowers  a 
very  childish  proceeding,  it  is  difficult  to  gain  their 
attention  to  such  objects.     About  half-way  down  the 
river  there  is  a  large  manufactory  of  cement  made 
from  a  limestone  which  contains  iron  and  aluminous 
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matter.  This  ig  burned,  then  powdered,  and  put 
into  barrels,  which  arc  sold  for  one  dollar  each.  This 
is  not  the  sole  manufactory :  there  are  other  locali- 
ties in  the  State  of  New  York  where  it  is  made^ 
towards  the  north,  I  suppose.  Tliis  is  the  most  firm 
and  durable  thing  known  for  cementing  stones  to- 
gether :  it  seems  to  become  part  and  parcel  of  their 
very  substance.  An  obliging  gentleman  on  board 
procured  me  a  specimen  of  the  limestone  in  its 
natural  state,  and  also  before  it  is  ground  after 
burning. 

Daylight  had  quite  faded  away  before  we  landed 
here;  the  captain  provided  us  with  such  an  excel- 
lent dinner  of  turkey,  roast  beef,  and  cranberry  tart, 
with  common  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  fine  celery,  and 
glasses  of  sweet  milk,  that  we  were  in  no  starving 
condition ;  and  I  recommend  the  Links  canal-boat 
as  one  of  the  naost  pleasurable  conveyances  I  ever 
entered,  though  it  has  no  gorgeous  saloon  or  even 
railed  deck.     The  black  cook,  seeing  me  draw,  came 
to  beg  '  missus  would  make  his  picture  for  his  ole 
wife,'  which  undertaking  was  accomplished  to  our 
mutual  content.  Darky  having  evidently  no  var  g 
to  wound.    I  cannot  always  tell  whether  these  bl.ick 
servants    are   free   or   slaves— probably  the   latter. 
They   are   merry,   good-natured,  and  easy  in  their 
manner-  familiar,  but  in  a  much  pleasanter  way  than 
the  heips  -^f  the  Northern   States,  who  mistake  an 
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impertinent  manner  for  republicanism,  and  speak 
as  if  they  thought  themselves  iiyured  by  serving 
you. 

On   my  arrival    at  this,    the    'Noble  Hotel,'    a 
blaek  ehnn^bermaid  took  charge  of  us,  and,  though 
the  bed -room   telt  warm,  she  insisted  on  lighting  a 
fire,  for  f  ^ar  '  missus  should  be  cold.'    '  Pray,  missus, 
have  fire;    don't    think   of  trouble,    missus— don't 
mind  trouble.'     Some  of  these  blacks  are  officiously 
anxious  to  oblige,  and   this  without  any  motive  of 
interest,  as  far  as  I  can  judge.     We  leave  this  place 
at  half-past  nine  for  Petersburg;  stay  there  to-night, 
and  next  day  go  to  Wilmington  by  steamboat,  I  be- 
lieve, and  then  to  Charles  Town  on  Friday  or  Satur- 
day, I  hope. 

Petersburg,  Wednesday  Eveniriff.—We  left  Lyneh- 
berg  at  nine  this  morning.     As  far  as  I  can  judge, 
it  is  a  pretty  place,  and  the  views  nearly  all  the  way 
upon  the  raih-oad  are  fine.     The  country,  Devoniak 
in  rocks  and  scenery;  I  could  have  fancied  myself 
near  Haldon  Hill,  it  is  so  like  the  neighbourhood  of 
Exeter,  part  of  the  way :  the  soil  as  red  and  the  land 
equaUy  rich-looking,  but  certainly  not  as  well  culti- 
vated, or  rendered  as  productive  by  good  farming. 
At  Petersburg  we   crossed   the  Appomattox    river, 
which  falls  into  the  Powhattan  twelve  miles  below 
that  place.    Petersburg  is  evidently  a  gi-owing  town. 
I  suppose  the  numerous  railroads  which  now  traverse 
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Virginia  will  quickly   stir  up  the  inhabitants,   and 
make  them  aware, tnat  their  State,  as  it  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful,  has  also  capabilities  which  mi^ht 
render  it  the  m.st  rich  and  thriving.     Me  came 
over  the  highest  viaduct  I  ever  crossed,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet !     I  was  so  terrified  that  I  could  not 
look    out  for  giddiness:    it  is  built  on  piles;   the 
engineer  who  planned  it  and  the  bridges  over  the 
Powhattan    at    Lynchberg,  was    in    the  cars,    and 
assured  us  of  safety;    but  it  was   difficult  to   feel 
at  ease  during  the  transit.     We  reached  this  place 
before  five,  and  I  intend  to  leave  it  by  the  train  at 
three  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  for  Wilmington 

nursday,  January  25.-We  reached  Wilmington 
by  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
mdes,  nearly  all  the  way  through  pine  barrens,  which 
are  not  barren  of  turpentine  and  tar;  these  products 
are  extracted  from^he  pitch  pines.     There  are  many 
large  manufactories  to  procure  them;  the  trees  have 
the  bark  taken  off  about  ten  feet  up  on  one  side,  and 
vessels  are  placed  to  catch  the  turpentine.     When 
this  IS  exhausted,  the  trees  are  cut  down,  sawed  into 
iengths,  and  placed  in  circles,  with  a  fire  in  the 
centre,  much  in  the  way  charcoal  is  made;   but  as 
the  tar  comes  out  it  is  made  to  run  into  pipes,  and 
the   wood    when    exhausted  is    covered   over    and 
becomes    charcoal.      From    Petersburg,  the   whole 
country  consists  of  poor  sands  and  clay,  like  pai't  of 
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Himpshire  and  the  adjoining  biTof  Dorset.     Ue 
«and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  way  is  a«  white 
as  that  aroand  Bournemouth.     Not  fer  fa>m  a  place 
caUM  Go  dsborough,  a  eotay  of  Irish  appear  t^  be 
comfortably  settling  themselves;    what  they  eulti- 
vate  I  cannot  judge,  passing  «pidly,  at  this  time 
of  year ;  they  seemed  healthy  and  well  clothed ;  and  I 
observed  pigs  of  all  ages,  and  several  eows.     It  was  a 
pleasant  sight  to  see  these  poor  people  making  the 
wdderncss  a  springing  well,  and  the   barren  land 
r.oh    t  should  like  to  bring  all  the  '  Know-nothings' 
of  the  country  to  look  at  them.     I   am  told  this 
faction  abounds  in  the  South;  it  is  evident  there  are 
men  guiding  thi^  movement  who  ought  to  know 
better;  but  some  are  making  political  profit  of  the 
Ignorance  and  mistaken  patriotism  of  their  weaker 
neighbours,   and   hope   to    attain    power   by   sueh 
means.      I  am  sony  co  find  a  considerable  party 
m  the  United    States   advocate  openly   the   prin 
eiple   of    'doing   evil   that   good   may    come,'    as 
regards  their  own  country;  and  Mr.  Gushing   the 
Attorney.General  of  the  States,  informed  me  without 
circumlocution,  speaking  of  the  European  war,  that 
the  Tm-ks  being  effete,  and  a  sea-bo^^rd  being  neces 
saiy  for  the   Russians,  it  was  perfectly   right    and 
proper    that  the  latter  should  devour  the  former 
If  it  be  possible  for  republicans  to  be  in  the  pay 
of  despotism,  I  should  imagine  this  gentleman  must 
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be  one  of  the  favoured  emissaries  of  the  Emperor 
Nicolas.      After  passing  through  the  rich,  ill-culti- 
vated Highlands  of  Virginia,  it  is  curious  to  observe 
how  much  more  is  comparatively  drawn  from  the 
unthankful  soil  we  passed  through  to-day ;  half  this 
care  and  industry  bestowed  upon  the  former  would 
be  returned  tenfold.      I  observed  some  few  Rhodo- 
dendrons and  Kalmias  upon  the  blue  ridge,  as  we 
descended  by  that  wonderful  railroad ;  and  for  fifty 
miles,  as  we  approached  this  place,  the  undergrowth 
was  rich    in    all  those   showy   evergreens    we    call 
American.     On   the   trees    I  saw  bunches   of   an 
Epiphyte,  growing  like  our  mistletoe,  and  the  long 
hair-like   lichen,    or   parasitical   plant,    I    have    so 
often  heard  described  as  clothing  the  woods  in  the 
South ;  it  covered  and  hung  roun4  many  trees  I  saw 
in  a   swamp  this  afternoon.     I  am  much  amused 
with  the  '  Blackies,'  who  act  as  chambermaids  every- 
where  now;    they    quite    take    possession    of    us, 
remain  in  the  room  sans  ceremonie,  and  are  officious 
and  curious  beyond  belief.     One  watched  me  draw- 
ing to-night  with  great  astonishment ;    she  said  she 
had   '  never  seen  any  one  do  that  before ;  how  can 
you  make  marks  that  look  like  places  ?     You  must 
have  a  clever  head  !'    I  begged  for  snuffers,  a  tallow 
candle  having  a  long  nose.      '  Oh,  I  does  that  with 
my  fingers ;  but  1^11  find  you  an  old  pair  of  scissors.' 
When  we  asked  for  some  warm  water,  she  thought 
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the  request  very  extraordinary,  and  burst  into  a 
hoarse  laugh.  They  eertainly  are  very  unlike  the 
white  race;  but  everybody  seems  good-natured  to 
them;  they  come  into  the  cars  and  sit  where  they 
please.  I  see  none  of  the  white  exclusiveness  I  had 
been  taught  to  expect. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 


us. 
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Chablestown, 
My  Dear  Fkiends,—  '^"'"''^^  ^^  1855. 

The  post  for  England  went  off  to-day  unex- 
pectedly; I  had  only  a  few  minutes^  warning,  and 
no  time  to    look  at  my  letter,  so   that   I  forget 
whether  I  wrote  last  from  Petersburg;  bnt  as  we 
reached  Wilmington  too  late  at  night,  and  started 
too  early  to  see  anything  of  that  place,  I  could  not 
have  said  much  about  it.     White  sand   and  pine 
barrens  made  up  the  whole  two  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  of  yesterday's  journey.     It  required  twenty, 
two   hom-s'    railroad  to  accomplish    that  distance 
Almost  all  the  pitch  pines  are  disfigured,  and  most 
probably  will  be  killed,  by  the  bark  being  stripped 
off,  that  the  turpentine  may  drip  from  it  into  a  small 
vessel  placed  on  the  ground.    The  forest  looks  as  if  it 
was  planted  with  white  posts;  but  this  is  occasionally 
relieved  by  thickets  of  Rhododendron,  Kalmia,  and 
Phyllerea,  which  must  be  splendid  when  flowering  in 
May ;  and   about  sixty  miles  from  this  place  the 
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pitch  is  superseded   by  the  Pinus  palustris.     It  is 
pretty  to  see  the  long    tassel-like    looking  leaves 
streaming  in  the  wind;  but  it  makes  a  veiy  trans- 
parent looking  forest,  as  the  branches  grow  wide 
apart,  and   the  bunches  of  foliage  are  also  distant 
from  each  other.     I  begin  to  mark  cotton  planta- 
tions,  and  my  compassionate    feelings   are  rapidly 
changing  sides.     It  appears  to  me,  our  benevolent 
mtentions  in  England  have  taken  a  mistaken  direc 
tion,  and  that  we  should  bestow  our  compassion  on 
the  masters  instead  of  on  the  slaves.     The  former 
by  no  means  enjoy  the  incubus  with  which  circum- 
stances  have  loaded  them,  and  would  be  only  too 
happy  if  they  could  supersede  this  black  labour  by 
white;  but  as  to  the  negroes,  they  are  the  merriest 
most  contented  set  of  people  I  ever  saw  :  of  course 
there  are  exceptions,  but  I   am  inclined  to  suspect 
that  we  have  as  much  vice,  and  more  suffering,  than 
is   caused   here  by  the  unfortunate   institution  of 
Slavery;  and  I  very  much  doubt  if  freedom  will  ever 
make  the  black  population,  in  the  mass,  anything 
more  than  a  set  of  grown-up  children.     Even  as  to 
the  matter  of  purchase  and  sale,  it  is   disliked  by 
masters;   and  I  find  compassion  very  much  wasted 
upon  the  objects  of  it.   An  old  lady  died  here  lately, 

and  her  negroes  were  to  be  parted  with ;  Mrs.  S ' 

an  acquaintance  of  mine,  knew  these  blacks  and 
shed  tears  about  their  change  of  fate;  but  when 
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U.ey  came  to  market,  and  she  found  all  so  gay  and 
mifferent  about  it,  she  could  not  help  feellg  her 

Topsy  .s  a  perfect  illustration  of  Darkie's  charlZ 

made  up  may  be  true  as  isolated  facts;  but  y^  I 
feel  sure  that,  as  a  .hole,  the  story,  LZIV 
gen.ously  worked  up,  is  an  unfair  pLre    ^  Jib^," 
upon  the  slaveholders  as  a  body    T  vL        V  , 
;;a  real  .nele  Tom  J'L'iZT^^tl 
whole  negro  race;  and  if  such  a  being  is,  or  ^ 
he  s  as  ^ea,  a  rarity  as  a  Shakspeare  aln^  Ihu"' 
One  part.cdar  want  appears  to  me  "evident  i  n^, 
mmds  and  character :  thev  h»v^  ^„  ^^ 

the  «tness  of  things,     fsut  rCrrl 

a^:rt:eXik3:rr;'':ir"- 

.     ,  wxierner  1   would  not  likp 

some  ,ced  water?     (Knowing  this  to  be  a  luxtyt 
hot  weather,  he  w„.dd  never  consider  that  t "Tg M 
b    less  acceptable  in  cold.)     We  have  lately  £ 
bkck  chambermaids  in  all  hotels.     Thev  are  ^- 
fectly  good-natured,  and  officiously  an.io;s  to  h^" 
us  m  all  matters  in  which  their  assistance  is  1     ' 
qun.d.    'Let  I  do  this.  Missus,'  and  ' Let  I  do  th^' 
when  perhaps  it  is  hard  to  induce  them  to  do  whl 
.s  real^  wanted-to  Ught  the  iire  when  we  a:^  Idd 
or  to  brmg  a  little  warm  water  when  cleani,  2 
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would  be   a  luxury.     They  fairly  take  possession  of 
us,  and  unless  we  lock  them  out,  they  stand  to  watch 
our  proceedings,  and  curiously  to  inspect  our  things. 
'Adeline,'  at  Lynchberg,  saw  my  sketch  of  the  black 
cook  on  board  the  Links  canal  boat,  at  which  she 
burst  into  a  loud  laugh,  and  exclaimed,  '  He  very 
like  a  monkey,  missus— we  very  like  monkies.'    And 
she  appeared  delighted  with  her  own  wit— not  at  all 
hurt  by  the  idea.     A  pretty  Southern  lady  arrived  at 
the  hotel,  with  a  fair  infant  in  the  arms  of  his  black 
nurse.     \  came  out  from  the  tea-room  rather  sooner 
than  was  expected,  and  found  all  the  Darkies   that 
could  get  away  assembled  round  the  tiny  massa  (they 
are  very  fond  of  children,  and  make  capital  nurses- 
tender,  watchful,  playful,  and  yet,  I  think,  firm  ;  but 
they  are  firm  only  with  children), jumping  and  scream- 
ing  their  delight.     Upon  seeing  me  an  elderly  man 
came  forward,  with  a  grin  and  a  bow—*  The  black 
population  are  only  enjoying  themselves,  missus.'     I 
said  I  was  glad  they  were  happy,  and  left  them  to  their 
happiness.  At  one  of  the  railroad  stations  I  watched 
a  young  and  intelligent-looking  black  man,  consider- 
ably beyond  boyhood,  perseveringly  keeping  up  a  kind 
of   Highland  trot  over    a   number  of  small    pitch 
barrels  with  all  the  zest  of  a  white  child   from  four 
to  six  years  of  age.     I  begin  to  doubt  whether  they 
ever  grow  mentally  after  twenty.     They  are  preco- 
cious children,  being  so  imitative ;  they  soon  ripen, 
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come  to  a  standstUl,  and  advance  no   farther      I„ 
this    respect  Uncle  Tom  is  a  myth,  but  Topsy  a 
reality.     I  mean  to  go  and  see  a  sale  of  slaves :  my 
wish  IS  to  judge  the  subject  fairly  in  all  its  bearing; 
and  this  I  may  be  trusted  to  do  even  by  Abolition ' 
ists;  for  early  prejudices  and  my  national  and  ae- 
quired  feelings  are  certainly  opposed  to  slavery ;  but 
|f  countenances  are  '  a  history  as  well  as  a  prophecy ' 
the  national  expression  of  faces  in  the  North   as 
contrasted  with  those  of  the  South  teU  a  strange 
and   to    me  an  unexpected  stoiy,   as  regards  the 
^eatest  happiness  principle  of  the  greatest  number  I 
Of  course,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  rules 
are  without  exception ;  but,  „h,  the  haggard,  anxious, 
melancholy,  restless,  sickly,  hopeless  feces  I  have 
seen  m  the  Northern  States_in  the  rail-cars,  on  the 
steamboats,  in  the  saloons,  and  particularly  in  the 
ladies  parlour.    There  is  beauty  of  feature  and  com- 
to  with  hardly  any  individuality  of  character. 
Nothmg  hke  simpUcity,  even  among  chUdren  after  ten 
years  of  age-hot-house,  forced,  impetuous  beings, 
the  alm,ffhly  dollar,,  the  incentive  and  only  guide  to 
activity  and  appreciation.     Women  care  that  their 
husbands  should  gam  gold,  that  they  may  spend  it 
m  dress  and  ostentation;  and  the  men  like  that 
their  wives  should  appear  as  queens,  whether  they 
rule  well  or  iU,  or  at  aU;  yet  it  is  certain  that  I 
have  made  the  acquaintance,  and  that  I  value  the 
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friendship,  of  superior  women  in  the  North,  and  if  I 
should  be  thought  to  have  expressed  myself  with  too 
much  severity,  I   appeal  to  their  candour  and  judg- 
ment; and  being  American  cousins,  they  have  the 
Anglo-Saxon  love  of  Truth,  and  will  not  spurn  her 
even  in  an  unveiled  form,  or  receive  her  ungraciously 
even  when  thus  presented.     I  have  reason  to  speak 
gratefully,  and  warmly  do  I  feel,  and  anxiously  do 
I  venture  these  observations,  which  may  seem  even 
harsh  and  ungrateful.     T  do  not  yet  know  much  of 
the   Southern  ladies ;  but  from  Washington  to  this 
place  I  have  been  struck  by  a  general  improvement 
of  countenance  and  manner  in  the  white  race,  and 
this  in  spite  of  the  horrors  which  accompany  the 
misuse  of  tobacco.    If  the  gentlemen  of  this  part  of 
the  country  would  only  acquire  habits  of  self-control 
and  decency  in  this  matter,  they  would  indeed  be- 
come the  JPreux  Chevaliers  of  the  United  States,  as 
their  hills  and  valleys  may  prove   the  store-houses 
and  gardens  of  the   Union.     May  their  sons  and 
daughters    look  to  these  things,  and    increase  in 
wealth,  prosperity,  virtue,  and  happiness  ! 

In  the  railroad-cars  the  day  before  yesterday, 
when  asking  for  information  as  to  the  name  of  a 
place,  a  youth  sitting  near  offered  to  go  and  find 
it  out  for  me :  he  had  the  air  of  a  ruddy,  healthy- 
looking  Englishman,  and  I  was  struck  by  the  frank, 
ingenuous  manner  with  which  he  came  forward  j  he 
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Stood  by  „y  ,eat,  -^x^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
yet  without  conceit  or  forwardness  I  'v  1 
that  ...parents  a.  Bavarian,  rJdi;  J  J";::^ 

neas    that  he  loves  h.s  own  people  and  his  friends 
and  hopes    son,e  day,  to  revisit    them;   bnt  that 

J.S  probable  the  duties  of  his  ca.,i„,;n,det,^ 
h  m  m  America  for  years.  I  w„„m  stake  my  ex 
«te„ce  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  that  boTi 
he  wJl  prove  a  fine  example  of  the  advanta^^^rf 
-ly elusion  and  of  self-reliance.  IhaveTelTth' 
Lord's  Prayer  quoted  as  an  argument  for  ieen  „! 

h^-ut  of  the  indurating  process  Of  ea:;te:^ 
tion.     I  cannot  thmk  that  the  words  aUuded  to 

tor  strength  to  overcome.  Eveiy  boy  wrapped  in 
what  the  canny  Scotch  wife  calls  the  'blue  WankJt" 
may  not  prove  vicious,  but  most  of  them  <sow  thet 

of  some  years  earher;  and  those  who  do  not  i„ 
nmety-mne  eases  out  of  a  hm.dred  become  weaT 
and  und..ded  characters.  It  naust  be  remcLbe  d 
that  weakness  comes  nigh  to  wickedness,  thought 
-y  not  be  (as  the  old  proverb  has  it)  woretaL 
wickedness.  The  Professors  at  the  ViLi„ian  UnT 
versity  tell  me  they  reeret  th«t  !„«■  , 

placed  it  away  fro™™    r    tTi'*'  '"""'"^ 
y  irom  a  town.   I  asked  what  their  ex. 
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perience  led  them  to  tliink  of  home  education  for 
young  men,  and  received  tlic  same  answer  as  I  have 
already  from  experienced  heads  of  houses  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge:    that  all    the  care  of  a  virtuous 
home  will  not  make  up  for  the  life-training  of  the 
world,  best  given  at  an  age  when  the  temptations  of 
vice  have  less  strength,  and  its  ugliness  is  more 
apparent  than  it  will  be  some  years  later.     I  con- 
sider this  subject  as  one  of  such  overwhelming  im- 
portance to    the    Christian    and    moral  welfare  of 
those  concerned,  that  no  scruples,  either  of  affection 
or  interest,  shall  induce  me  to  conceal  these  opinions, 
or  mask  my  own  convictions. 

Charleston,  January  29.— A  cold  day  yesterday, 
and  wet  all  this  morning.  I  have  only  made  ac- 
quaintance   with   some    friends   of  Mr.    and    Mrs. 

R .     They  took  me  last  night  to  what  I  should 

not  have  seen  of  my  own  accord  in  America, 
Waugh's  Italia  removed;  it  consists  of  beautiful 
panoramic  views  of  all  the  finest  sights  and  views 
in  Italy.  I  never  met  with  anything  superior  of 
the  kind,  and  I  hope  they  may  some  day  be  taken 
to  England.  This  hotel  is  very  good;  much  better 
ordered  than  Willard's,  at  Washington;  or  even 
than  the  St.  Nicholas,  at  New  York,  in  point  of 
real  comfort,  although  less  gorgeously  fiirnished 
than  the  latter.  Of  this  city  I  have  as  yet  seen 
nothing;   but  the  streets  and  houses  appear  to  be 
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Clean  and  well  kept.     Last  night  I  heard  parties  of 
(lai-kies  singing,  as  they  passed  the  windows,  those 
negro  melodies  the  airs  of  whieh  have  become  familiar 
in  England.      Music,  nursing,  Mashing,  and  cooking 
are  their   peculiar  talents,    and  cheerfulness   their 
special  virtue.     After  dinner  to-day  I  had  the  first 
good  orange  I  have  tasted  since  I  came  South.     It 
has  suri^rised  me  to  find  that  fruit  is  more  scarce 
and  dearer  in  Virginia  and   Carolina  than  with  us. 
I  am  not  to  see  orange  trees  till  I  reach  Florida ; 
and    throughout  the   United  States    their    fruit  is 
much  less  plentiful  than  in   England— perhaps  at 
New  Orleans  I  may  find  it  otherwise.    Sweet  potatoes 
and  turtle  are  both  frequent  at  the  dinner-table  of 
this  hotel.     This  evening  one  of  my  pleasant  Wash- 
ington acquaintances,  Mr.  P ,  came  to  see  me, 

and  we  are   to  go  together  to-morrow,  to  call  on 

Mrs.  H .     It  has  poured  all  the  morning,  so 

I  have  not  been  out. 

This  is  a  fine  day;  several  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  this  place  called  on  me,  and  I  received  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  H ,  who  forestalled  my  intention,  by  coming 

to  me.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Gibbs  took  me  to  make 
a  sketch  of  the  Ettewan  and  Yamassee  Rivers  from 
the  Battery,  at  White  Point.  There  I  saw  the 
first  palmetto  I  have  yet  met  with  in  the  open  air; 
and,  on  my  return  to  the  hotel,  a  gentleman  told  me 
the  Isabel  steamer  had  just  brought  a  cargo  of  oranges 
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from  Cuba.     In  one  garden  this  morning  I  saw  a 
standard  orange-tree,  with  some  fruit  upon  it,  but 
It  was  supposed  not  to  be  sweet ;  and  since  that  I 
have  found  several  of  the  same,  bearing  only  what 
we   should  call   Seville  oranges.     The  timber-trees 
of  Magnolia  grandiflora  all    about  this   place  are 
fine,   and  must  be  beautiful  in  summer,  but  this 
severe  winter   renders    vegetation  very    backward; 
and  I  see  some  of  the  live  oaks    {Quercus  virens) 
rather  cut  by  the    cold.     The  Tillandsia  usnoides 
(called  everywhere  here  by  the  name  of  hanging 
moss),  having  the  appearance,  at  a  little  distance,  of 
our  hair-like   lichens,    dresses   most  of  the  trees, 
but  specially  the  live  oak,  with  its  graceful  pendu- 
lous bunches,  sometimes  hanging  a  yard  and  a  half 
long;    the   stem  is  not  larger  than  a  thread,   set 
with  small,  rounded,  frosted  white  leaves;  the  little 
sweet-scented,  reddish,  purplish  flowers  come  out  at 
the  end  of  the  rope-like  stems  which  swing  about  in 
the  breeze.     They  steep  this  Tillandsia  in  water,  and 
use  its  black,  hair-like  fibres  for  stuffing  mattresses 
and  pillows;  the  seeds  being  light,  are  carried  about 
by  the  wind,  and  stick  and  fructity  in  all  the  trees 
around;  yet  it  seems  difficult   to   cultivate,  for   I 
have  never  seen  it  in  our  English  Epiphyte  houses. 
The  temperature  of  any  greenhouse  would  suit  its 
constitution,  but  I  imagine  it  requires  to  be  blown 
about;  and  a  still  atmosphere  is  probably  uncongenial 
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to  the  habits  of  this  pretty  waving  plant.  I  have 
seen  a  live  oak  as  large  as  any  of  our  British  oaks, 
having  upon  it  as  many  tufts  of  TiUandsia  as  leaves  \ 
It  does  not  appear  to  be  injurious  like  the  mistletoe,' 
but  adds  to  the  beauty  of  its  adopted  parent  without 
shortening  the  life  of  whatever  sustaining  tree  may 

support  it.    I  drank  tea  at  Mrs.  R \  and  spent 

a  pleasant  evening  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H . 

JoMuary  30.— Professor  and  Mrs.   Gibbs  caUed 
for  me  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  we  had  a  de- 
lightful day  in  the  open  air,  botanizing,  &c.     Dr. 
Gibbs  knew  every  plant  and  seed.     For  the  first 
time  I  found   yarras   and    cactuses  in  the  hedge- 
rows ;  ferns,  such  as  Polypodium  incanum,  plentiful 
on  ancient  live  oaks,  Asplenium  ebeneum,  and  Bo- 
trychium  Virginianum,  in  an  English-looking  laQe  ; 
the    beautiful    little    Houstonia    serpyllifolia,    and 
Mitchella  repens,  with  scarlet  twin  berries;  Prunus 
Caroliniaria ;  and  the  Jasmine-coloured  Gelsemium 
sempervirens  twining  up  it,  and  through  the  hedges 
of  Ilex  cassine.     I  often  feel  in  this  country  as  if  I 
had  been  removed  to    a  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  and  as  if  my  enjoyments  now  are  a  foretaste 
of  worlds  where  space  and  time  will  open  out  fresh 
delights,  in  a  fuller  comprehension  of  the  mighty 
Creator  and  his  mighty  works. 

At  a  pretty  spot  called  Gibbs'  Farm,  belonging  to 
some  part  of  the  Professor's  family,  we  passed  great 
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part  of  the  morning;  in  a  small  garden  belonging  to 
it,  I  gathered  bundles  of  that  beautiful  paper  Nar- 
cissus, so  rare  in  England,   and  I  knocked  down 
what  is  here  called  a  sour  orange  (alias  bitter)  from 
a  fine  bush  thirty  feet  high.     Then   after  making 
a  sketch   of  that  picturesque  homestead,   with  its 
venerable  oaks,  the  TiUandsia,  imitating  the  white 
beard  and  silvery  locks  of  age,  Mrs.  Gibbs  placed  at 
ray  feet   a  basket  filled  with  oranges  and  bananas 
from  Cuba,  for  lunch,  and  I  made  these  a  foreground 
for  my  drawing.   We  again  got  into  the  carriage  and 
made  our  progress  to  Magnolia  Cemetery.    Owing  to 
the  usual  recklessness  of  American  habits,  we  had  to 
cross  a  raiboad  which  runs  for  some  way  along  the 
side  of  the  road  :  we  had  hardly  passed  over  it  a 
moment,  when  the  train  rushed  by;  there  is  not  even 
a  slight  fence  to  divide  the  iron  from  the  common 
track,  and  they  say  horses  get  used  to  the  cars,  and 
men  to  the  necessary  caution,  so  that  after  a  little 
practice,  few  accidents  occur;   of  course,  cows  and 
oxen  and  sheep  are  smashed  now  and  then,  but  the 
Company  pays,  and  that  is  all.       I  never  cross  these 
roads    without    a    sensation  of  terror.       Magnolia 
Cemetery  is  pretty;   it  has  a  chapel   built  like  a 
country  church  in  England ;  in  style,  simple  perpen- 
dicular  Gothic,  with  a  light  and  elegant  spire.    The 
grounds  are  ornamented  by  a  creek,  which  makes  its 
way  up  from  the  Ettewan  River,  and  its  waters,  even 
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here,  are  rather  salt.      I  sketched  the 


entrance  and 

chapel,  and  then  a  fine  live  oak,  with  Charleton  and 
the  Accabee  River  uniting  itself  to  the  ocean  in  the 
distance;  a  foreground  of  tombs,  which  are  here  well 
chosen  in  point  of  taste,  and  without  those  white 
boundary  posts  which  I  have    mentioned    as  dis- 
figuring   Greenwood,  Hamilton,    and  some  of  the 
other  burying-grounds  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  which  are  otherwise  so  far  in  advance  of  the 
mother  country  in  sentiment  and  beauty.     Republi- 
canism  forgets  itself  in  the  concerns  of  the  grave  and 
of  immortality.     Strange  that  when   all  are  really 
supposed  equal,  love  and  truth  banishes  the  equality 
which  is  emblematical  of  pride,  and  cultivates  only 
the  freedom  of  virtue !      There  is    more  love    of 
nature  evinced  in  the  cemeteries  of  America,  than  in 
the  arrangements  for  the  living  :    life   is  the  myth, 
eternity  the  reality  of  existence ;  beautiful  flowers  are 
cultivated  for  the  dead;   taste  is  pure,  and  feeling 
uncontaminated  by  dollars  and  cents.      The  monu- 
ments,  tombs,  and  inscriptions  are  generally  pathetic 
and  interesting,  free  from  the  bombast  and  posthu- 
mous  flattery  too    common   in    England.     As    the 
families  are  together  in  these  last  homes,  usually  the 
surname  marks    each    entrance  gate;    within,    one 
often  sees  a  marble  urn,  or  slab,  marked  with  little 
more  than    '  our  brother,'    '  a  dearly  loved  sister,' 
*  my  wife/  *  little  Addy,'    '  our  kind  parents,'    '  two 
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precious  babes/  &c.  &c.     These  simple  words  attract 
the  sympathy  of  strangers  and  awaken  the  tenderness 
of  friends   far  more  than  eidogies.      I  never  walk 
through  these   cemeteries  without    a    sensation   of 
pleasure  derived  from  the  consciousness  of  Christian 
brotherhood,  rather  than  of  sorrow  from  that  of  our 
common  fate.     Here  I  realize  more  that  we  shall 
all   be   made    alive  again,   than  that  we    shall   all 
die.     Till  sunset  we  remained  out ;  there  was  little 
temptation  to  .eturn  home  for  dinner;  I  was  most 
willing  to  exchange  it  for  tea ;   and  piterwards  my 
pleasant  Washington  friend  called  and  took  me  to  a 
little   dancing   party,  at   the  house  of  one  of  his 
married  daughters,  where  I  saw  young  ladies  more 
natural,  and  more  gracefully  and  simply  attired,  than 
in  the  Northern  States;  both  the  tone  of  voice  and 
the  choice  of  words  and  pronunciation  are  much 
more   like    old  England    as    one    proceeds  further 
south ;  the  habits  simpler  and  more  unostentatious, 
and  the  dress  of   every-day  wear  is  suitable   and 
gentlewoman  like,  instead  of  being,  as  in  the  North, 
unbecoming,  stiff,  and  extravagant ;  the  young  women 
plastering  their  hair,  and  wearing  silks  fit  for  their 
grandmothers,  and  the  middle  aged  spending  hours 
in  repairing  the  ravages  of  time,  by  studious  artifi- 
cial contrivances,  which,  after  all,  make  themselves 
evident  to  the  most  superficial  observers. 

January  31.— I  spent  a  delightful  day  with  Mrs. 
H ,    who  took    me    out   to    her   cottage,   four 
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mUes'  distance;  there  we  provisionally  planted  the 
ferns  and   other  treasures  I  took  up  on  Tuesday. 
She  Mdll  let  them  grow  there  until  I  am  ready  to 
receive  them  at  Boston,  next  September,  to  be  planted 
in  my  Ward's  case.      Belmont  is  a  charming  spot; 
it  is  (like  the  Southern  ladies)  not  over  dressed ;  it 
has  the  Ettewan  on  one  side,  and  the  forest  on  the 
other;    slaves  who  are  adopted  children,  and  Irish 
labourers  who  have  adopted  a  master  and  mistress. 
I  begged  to  go  into  a  negro  cottage  in  the  wood;  the 
parents  were  out,  and  we  found  only  a  covey  of  tiny 
darkies,'    from    two    years    to    eight— 'very   like 
monkeys,'  as  Adeline  would  have  said.     The  negro 
race  never  sit  down  to  a  meal  if  they  can  possibly 
avoid   doing    so;    they  have    always    some   sticks 
burning,  and  a  kind  of  pot  au  feu ;  in  one  corner  of 
the  tolerably  comfortable  abode  was  a  fishing-net, 
and  another  net  held  an  omnium  gatherum  of  eat- 
ables;   no  great  attention  to  cleanliness,  but  the 
appearance  of  everything  out  of  doors  was  like  that  of 
a  small  farm  in  England— cows,  chickens,  &c.  &c. 
I  begin  to  think  we  anti-slavers  and  abolitionists  are 
as  much  blinded  by  names  as  the  republicans,  who 
think  they  have  shaken  off  an  aristocracy  because  they 
have  got  rid  of  dukes  and  duchesses,  and  lords  and 
ladies.   I  must  extract  some  observations  from  a  work 
published  here,  which  my  short  experience  of  a  slave 
country  induces  me  unhesitatingly  to  adopt  as  my  own. 
Y  not  be  the  best  system  of  iubom-  but 
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it  is  the  best  for  the  negro  in  this  country.  If  it 
be  true  of  the  English  soldier  or  sailor,  that  his  con- 
dition  has  been  ameliorated  in  the  last  fifty  years,  it 
is  quite  as  true  of  the.  negro.  Slavery  is  that  system 
of  labour   which  exchanges  once   for    work, 

which  secures  a  life  maintenan. ,     om  the  master  to 
the  slave,  and  gives  a  life  labour  from  the  slave  to 
the  master.      Slavery  is  the  negro  system  of  labour : 
he  is  lazy  and  improvident;  slavery  makes  him  work, 
and  ensures  him  a  home,  food,  and  clothing ;  it  pro- 
vides for  sickness,  infancy,  and  old  age;   allows  no 
tramping  or  skulking,  and  knows  no  pauperism.    AU 
cruelty  is  an  abuse;  does  not  belong  to  the  institu- 
tion;    is   contrary  to   law;    may  be  punished,  pre- 
Tented,  and  removed.     If  slavery  is  subject  to  abuses. 
It  has  its  compensations  also;   it  establishes  perma- 
nent, and  therefore  kind,  relations  between  labour  and 
capital.     It  does  away  with  what  Stuart  Mill  calls 
'the  widening  and  embittering  feud  between  labour 
and  capital.^     It  draws  close  the  relation  between 
master  and  servant;    it  is  not  an  engagement  for 
days,  weeks,  but  for  life.     The  most  wretched  fea- 
ture  in  hireling  labour  is  the  isolated,   miserable 
creature  who  has  no  home,  no  work,  no  food,  and  in 
whom   no  one    is  particularly  interested.      Slavery 
does  for  the  negro  what  European  schemers  in  vain 
attempt  to  do  for  the  hireling.     On  every  plantation 
the  master  is  a  poor-law  commissioner,  to  provide 
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food,  clothing,  medicine,  houses,  for  his  people.     He 
is  a  police  officer  to  prevent  idleness,  drunkenness, 
theft,  or  disorder;  there  is  therefore  no  starvation 
among  slaves,  and  comparatively  few  crimes.     The 
poet  tells  us  there  are  worse  things  in  the  world 
than  hard  labour;    ^withouten  that  would    come  a 
heavier  bale;'  and  so  there  are  worse  things  for  the 
negro  than  slavery  in  a  Christian  land.     Archbishop 
Hughes,  in  his  visit  to  Cuba,  asked  Africans  if  they 
wished  to  return  to  their  native  country ;  the  answer 
was  always.  No.     If  the  negro  is  happier  here  than 
in  his  own  land,  can  we  say  that  slavery  is  an  evil  to 
him  ?     Slaves  and  masters  do  not  quarrel  with  their 
circumstances;    is   it  not   hard    that    the  stranger 
should  interfere  to  make  both  discontented  ? 

'All  Christians  believe  that  the   affairs  of  this 
world   are    directed    by    God  for  wise    and    good 
purposes.     The  arrival  of   the  negro  in    America 
makes  no  exception  to  that  rule-his  transportation 
was  a  rude  method  of  em^-ration,  the  only  practi- 
cable one  in  his  case.      Until  this  operation  was 
interfered    with    and    made  piratical,   it    was    not 
attended  with  the  wretchedness  often  exhibited  by 
the  emigrart  ship,  even  now,  notwithstanding  the 
passenger  law.     What  the  ultimate  end  of  slavery 
may  be  we  cannot  presume  to  guess;  but  we  can 
see  much  good  already  resulting— good  to  the  negro 
in  his  improved   condition— good  to    the    country 
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whose  rich  fields  he  has  made  productive  in  climates 
at  first  unfit  for  the  white  man-and  good  to  the 
continent  of  Africa,  as  fiirnishing  the  only  means 
of  effectually  civilizing  its  people.     Whether    Mr. 
Clarkson  or  Lord  Carlisle  approve  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  bring  this  about, 
the  result  will  probably  be  the  same.     There  has 
been    malignant    abuse   lavished    upon    the    slave- 
holders  of  America  by  writers  in  this  country  and 
in  England ;  they  consider  abuses  as  its  necessary 
condition,  and  a  cruel  master  its  fair  representative. 
They  have  no  knowledge  of  the  thing  abused ;  they 
substitute  an  ideal  for  a  reality.     They  have  shown 
as  little  regard  for  truth  and  common  sense,  as  we 
should  do  if  we  were  to  gather  up  aU  the  atrocities 
committed  in  Great  Britain  by  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children,    masters    and    servants,    and 
denounce  these  several  relations  in  life  in  conse- 
quence of  their  abuses.     If  because  of  the    evils 
incident  to  hireling  labour,  because  there  are  heart- 
less,   grinding    employers,    and  miserable,    starved 
labourers,  it  should  be  proposed  to  abolish  work 
for  hire,  it  would  be  quite  as  logical  as  the  argument 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  because  there  are  suffer- 
ings among  slaves,  and  hard  hearts  among  masters. 
The  cruelty  or  suflPering  is  no  more    a  necessary 
part  of  our  system  than  it  is  of  the  other.   To  attempt 
to  establish  the  hiring  plan  with  Africans  is  as  wise 
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as    to    endeavour    to    establish    the    constitutional 
government   of  England  in  Ashantee  or  Dahomey. 
Carlyle  says  that  the  world  will  not  permit  Cufiy 
to  lie  on  his  back  and  eat  pumpkins  for  ever,  in 
a  country  intended  by  Providence  to  produce  coffee, 
sugar,  and   spices  for  the  use  of  all  mankind ;  and 
that  he  must,  one  of  these  days,  resume  his  work 
for  Brother  Jonathan,  or  some  other  master.     The 
blacks  in  Hayti  have  only  changed  masters ;   they 
are  the  slaves  of  a  black  chief,  as  in  Africa.     Their 
pagan  mummeries  have  been  resumed;    they  are 
engaged  in  petty  wars,  instead  of  peaceful  labours. 
The    Emperor  has   his  standing  army,    and    is   as 
anxious  as  more  important  potentates  to  employ  it 
in  the  legitimate  business  of  cutting  throats.     The 
African  cannot  originate  a  civilization  of  his  own; 
from  the  slave  civilized  and  instructed  by  slaver^ 
can  any  regeneration  of  the  African  continent  be 
alone  looked  for.     We  must  believe  that  Christianity 
wiU  at  last  be  established  in  Africa,  and  carry  there 
the  improvement  which  always    attends  its    steps. 
This  is  not  to  be  accompUshed  suddenly  by   any 
convulsive  movement,  but  slowly  and  graduaUy,— it 
is  in  this  way  only  that  Providence  effects  his  great 
purposes.     The  black  race  always  perishes  if  placed, 
as  manumission  would  place  it,  in  competition  with' 
the  white.      There  is  an  obvious  and  irremovable 
dissimilarity   between    the  white   and  black    race. 
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The  number  of  blacks  in  Canada  and  in  the  northern 
States  is  only  kept  up  by  the  addition  of  freed  or 
runaway  slaves.  In  slavery  they  increase,  as  free 
they  die  out;  therefore  it  is  that  the  blacks  in 
America  cannot  be  made  free  for  their  own  sakes, 
even  if  it  were  desirable  they  should  be  for  their 
master's.     Manumission  would  injure  both.' 

Alas  !  for  distant  Philanthropy  !  Whatever  griefs 
and  vices  may  be  discovered  in  the  southern  States,  I 
fear  their  prototypes  are  to  be  discovered  in  London, 
in  Paris,  and  even  in  New  York.  Let  us  take  out 
the  beam  from  our  own  eyes  before  we  make  our- 
selves so  busy  with  the  motes  in  those  of  our  neigh- 
bour; and  instead  of  abusing  each  other,  let  us  assist 
in  bearing  one  another's  burdens,  and  the  sorrows 
and  faults  of  each  will  be  lessened  by  division. 

Friday,  February  a.— Yesterday  I   saw  much  of 
interest  in  the  Museum,  had  a  pleasant  dinner  at 

Mrs.  R 's,  and  went  to  an  evening  party  at 

Mrs.   J.   de   R 's.      This  day  we   embark    for 

Savannah  and  Florida,  to  return  the  15th,  and  to 
embark  for  Cuba  the  19th.  No  time  for  more 
at  present.     Goodbye. 

Yours  affectionately, 

A.  M.  M. 
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nance Survey.  With  a  Memoir.  Reprinted 
from  Williams's  Holy  City.    9s. 

Three   Weeks    in    Palestine    and 

Lebanon.    Cheaper  Edition.    2s. 

Notes  on  German  Churches.  By  Dr. 

Whewell.    Third  Edition.    128. 

The  Six  Colonies  of  New  Zealand. 

By  W.  Fox.  3s.  With  large  Map.  48.  ed. 

Handbook  for  New  Zealand.    6s. 

View  of  the  Art  of  Colonization.  By 
E.  Gibbon  Wakbpield.    Octavo.    128. 

Travels  ia  the  Track  of  the  Ten 
Thousand  Greeks.  By  W.  F.  Aimswobxh. 
7s.  6d. 
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JOHN  W.  PA^EKEB  AND  SON,  WEST   STEAND. 


On  the  Union  of  the  Dominions  of 

2^1.  ^iS"**?^'  ^Z  Intw-oommunioation 
Jith  the  Pacific  and  the  East.  ByCAPTAiir 
M.H.8Tiro..R.B.    With  Maii.    8b  M 

A    Year    with    the    Turks.      Bv 

WAwirGTOiT  W.  Smyth,  M.A.    8a. 

Gazpacho;  or.  Summer  Months  in 

Trmity  Coll.  Camb.    Cheaper  Edition.   6b. 

Auvergne,  Piedmont,  and  Savoy;  a 

Summer  Bamble.  By  0.  R.  Wbld.  ^s.  6d. 

mnderings   in   the  B^pubUcs  of 

Western  America.    By  G.  Bf  am.    7b.  6d. 

Lectures  on  the  Characters  of  our 

Lord  B  Apostles.    Ss.  6d. 
Lectures   on  the   Scripture  Revela- 
tions reapecting  good  and^ril  Amrels.   By 
the  same  Author.    3s.  fld.        ^'^'^-   "J 

View  of  the  Scripture  Revelations 

respeotmg  a  Future  State.    Seventh  Edi- 
tion.    By  the  same  Author.    58. 


Sermons,  Preached  and  Published 

on  several  occaBions.    By  Samubl.  Lord 
Bishop  of  Oxford.    Octa/o.    lOs.  6d. 

Six  Sermons  preached  before  the 

Umversity.  By  the  Bishop  of  Oxford.  48. 6d. 

The  Greek  Testament.    With  Notes. 

Grammatical  and  Exegetical.  Bv  W 
Wbbstm  M.A.,  of  King's  College;  Lon- 
**f 2;  w**  f  •  "^  WnKiNloif,  M.A.;Vic« 
of  St^Werburgh,  Derby.  Vol.  I.  containing 
the  Gospels  and  Acta  of  the  Apoatlea.  ZOs. 

The  Catechist's  Manual;   beine  a 

Series  of  Readings  from  St.  Mark's  Goapel. 
By  Samuel  Hiwds,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich.    Second  Edition,  revised.    48.  6d. 

ffistory  and  Theology  of  the  Three 

Creeds.    By  WgWiGAN  Habvbt,  M.A 
Rector  of  BucMBRd.    Two  Volumes.    14s 

Twenty-five  Village  Sermons.    By 
Churchman's  Theological  Dictionary 

A?-  ^."P'  ^■^■'  Chaplain  to  the  Bishop 
ol  Norwich.    Second  Edition.    5s. 

The  Gospel  Narrative  according  to 

the  Authorized  Text.  With  Mareinal 
Proofs  and  Notes.  By  J.  FoBsiBB.  M.A. 
Fourth  Edition.    128. 

Statutes  relating  to  the  Ecclesiastical 

and  Eleemosynary  Institutions  of  England, 
■.u  ^'  Ireland,  India,  and  the  Colonies,' 
^^Peo'S'on?-  ByA.  J.  Stephens,  M.A. 
Jf.K.S.  Two  Volumes,  with  Indices.  JE3  38. 

Historical  and  Explanatory  Treatise 

on  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  By  W  G 
HuMPHBT.  B.D.,  Examining  Cha/lain'  to 
the  Bishop  of  Loudon.    78.  6d. 


Scripture  Female  Characters.    By 

the  VisoouiTTXBs  Hood.    Sb.  6d. 
The  Natural  History  of  Infidelity 

«id  Superstition  in  Contrast  with  Christian 
iTaith.  Bampton  Lectur?B.  By  J.  E.  Rid- 
DtE,  M.A.    Octavo.    12b. 

Manual  of  Cliristian  Antiquities.  By 

the  same  Author.    Second  Edition.    18b. 

Luther  and  his  Times.    By  the  same 

Author.    Sb. 

Churchman's  Guide  to  the  Use  of 

the  English  Liturgy.  By  the  Bame.  3s.  6d. 

First  Sundays  at  Church.    By  the 

same  Author.   Cheaper  Edition.  2s.  6d. 

Exposition  of  the  Thirty-nine  Arti- 
cles. By  E.  Habold  Bbowstb,  M.A.,  Nor- 
nsian  Professor  of  Divinity,  Cambridge 
Cheaper  Edition.    One  Volume.    16s 


The  Churchman's  Guide ;  an  Lidex 

of  Semons  and  other  Works,  arranged 
according  to  their  Subjects.  By  Jo^ 
FoBSTBB,  M.A.    Octavo.    78. 

The  Early  Christians.    By  the  Rev. 

W.  Peiddew,  M.A.  Cheaper  Edition. 
2s.  6d. 

The  Book  of  the  Fathers,  and  the 

Spirit  of  their  Writings.    9s.  6d. 

Babylon  and  Jerusalem :  a  Letter 

to  Countess  of  Hahn-Hahn.  From  the 
German.    28.  6d. 

History  of  the  Church  of  England 

^/cT*  yo^i-BB  Shobi,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop 
ot  St.  Asaph.     Cheaper  Edition.    10s.  6d, 

History  of  the  English  Reformation. 

By  F.  C.  Massin GBEBD,  M.A.  Second 
Edition.    68. 

Burnet's  History  of  the  Reformation, 

abridged.  Edited  by  Or.  Coebib,  Master 
ot  Jesus  College,  Cambridge.    10s.  6d. 

History  of  Popery.    9s.  6d. 
Elizabethan  Religious  History.    By 

H.  SoAMEs,  M.A.    Octavo.    168. 

History  of  the  Christian  Church.   By 

Dr.  BuETOir,  Professor  of  Divinity.  Oxford 
6s.  ■' 

Outlines  of  Sacred  History.   23.  6d. 
Outlines  of  Ecclesiastical  History; 

Before  the  Reformation.      By  the   Rev' 
W.  H.  HoAKE,  M.A.    2s.  6d.  '^ 

Bible  Maps;   with  copious  Lidex. 

By  W.  Hughes.    Coloured.    5s. 

The  Three  Treacherous  Dealers:  An 

Illustration  of  the  Church  Catechism.    By 
J.  W.  DoKAtDsoir,  D.D.    28.  6d. 
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CiyU  History  of  the  Jews.     By 

O.  CocK*Tint,  M.  A.,  King-B  College.  48.  6d. 

Cudworth   on  Freewill;  now  first 

Edited,  with  Notes,  by  T.  Ahek,  M.A., 
Archdeacon  of  Salop.    Ss. 

Guericke's  Manual  of  the  Antiquities 

of  tne  Christian  Church.     Translated  by 
the  Rev.  A.  J.  W.  MoBEisow.    fis.  6d. 

Garrick's   Mode   of   Reading   the 

D^^r^    WithNote8,andaDi8coTir8eoD 
Pubho  Beading.    By  B.  Cull.    58.  6d. 

The  Pour  Gospels  in  one  Narrative. 

Arranged  by  Two  Friends.    48. 6d, 


Life  of  Mrs.  Godolphin.    By  John 

^^Y^i-J^^^^^  ^y  *e  Bishop  of  Oxford. 
Third  Edition,  with  Portrait.    6s. 

Remains  of  Bishop  Copleston.  With 

Beminiscences  of  his  Life.     By  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin.    WithPortr^t.  108.6d. 

Memoir  of  Bishop  Copleston.  By  W. 

J.  CopLBSTOw,  M.A.    108.  ed. 

Ltfe  of  Archbishop  Usher.   By  C.  R 

EtEiiroTOK,  D.D;    Portrait,    las. 

Ltfe  of  Archbishop  Bancroft.    By 

Dr.D'OTLY.    Octavo.    98.  '' 

Memoirs  of  Bishoo  Butler.    By  T 

Baetlbtt,  M.A.   128. 

Lhres  of  Eminent  Christians.    By 

B.  B.  HoNB,  M.A.,  Archdeacon  of  Wor. 
cester.    Four  Volumes.    4e.  6d.  each. 

Bishop  Jeremy  Taylor;  His  Prede- 

OMsors,  Contemporaries,  and  Successors. 
oj  Bev.  B.  A.  WiLMOTT.    6s. 

Lives  of  English  Sacred'Poets.    By 
the  same  Author.  Two  Vols.  48. 6d.  each 

Life  and  Services  of  Lord  Harris 

By  the  Eight  Hon.  S.  B.  Lushingtow. 
Second  Edition.    Bs.  6d. 


Bacon  s  Essays ;  with  the  Colours  of 

Good  and  Eva.    With  the  Beferences  and 
»otc8.    By  T.  Maskbt,  M.A.    Is.  6d. 

Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning 

Hewsed,  with  Beferences  and  Notes,  and 
an  Index.    By  T.  Maekbt,  M.A.    28. 

Principles  of  Imitative  Art.      By 

Obobob  Butleb,  M.A.    68. 

Butler's  Sermons  on  Human  Nature 

With  Preface  by  Dr.  WHEWBtt.    33.  6d. ' 

Butler's   Sermons    on   Moral  Sub- 
jeotg    With  Preface  by  Dr.  Whbwell. 


Notes   on   the   Parables,    By  R. 

CHEifBvix  Tebwch,  B.D.,  Bxaiining 
Chaplam  to  the  Bishop  of  Oxford.  Sixth 
Jidition,    12b. 

Notes  on  the  Miracles.     By  the 

same  Author.    Fourth  Edition.    12s. 

Hulsean  Lectures.  ByR.C.TBBNCH, 

B.D.    Cheaper  Edition.    68. 

St.  Augustine's  Exposition  of  the 

Sermon  on  the  Mount.  With  an  Essay  on 
Ht.  Augustine  as  an  Interpreter  of  Scripture. 
^7^-CTEBircH,B.D.  Second  Edition.  7«. 
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Literature  of  the  Church  of  England- 

SpecimenB  of  the  Writings  of  Eminent 
Divines,  with  Memoirs  of  their  Lives  and 
Times.  By  B.  Cattebmolb,  B.D.  Two 
volumes.    Octavo.    25s. 


Essays  on  Peculiarities  of  the  Chris- 
tian Belieion.  By  B. Whatblt,  D.D„ Arch- 
bishop  of  Dublin.  Cheaper  Edition.  7s.  6d. 

Essays  on  Difficulties  in  the  Writings 

of  the  Apostle  Paul.    By  the  same  Author. 
Cheaper  Edition.    88. 

Essays    on   Errors   of   Romanism. 

By  the  same.    Cheaper  Edition.    7s.  ed. 

Essays  on  Dangers  to  Christian  Eaith 

from  the  Teachmg  or  the  Conduct  of  its 
I'rotessors.    By  the  same  Author.    10s. 

Cautions  for  the  Times.    Edited  by 

the  Archbishop  of  Dublin.    78. 

English  Synonyms.    Edited  by  the 

Archbishop   of  Dublin.     Third  Edition, 
enlarged.    3s.  * 

Snionyms  of  the  New  Testament. 

By  R.  Chenevix  Teench,  B.D.     Third 
Edition.    68. 

English,  Past  and  Present.     By  the 

same  Author.  Second  Edition,  enlarged.  4b. 

On  the  Lessons  in  Proverbs.    By 

the  same  Author.    Third  Edition,    3s. 

On  the  Study  of  Words.    By  the 

same  Author.    Sixth  Edition.    Ss.  6d. 

Vindication  of  Luther  against  his 

recent  EngUsh  Assailants.  By  J.  C.  Haeb 
M.A.,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes.    7b.  ' 

The  Contest  withRome.  WithNotes 

By  the  same.    10s.  6d. 

Mission  of  the  Comforter.    By  the 

same.    Second  Edition.    Octavo.    128. 

The  Victory  of  Faith.    By  the  same 

Author.    Second  Edition.    6s. 

Parish    Sermons.      By   the    same 

Author.    Two  Series.    Octavo.   12s.  each. 
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Liber  Precum  Publicarum;    Ordo 

Admimstrandie  Coense  Domini,  Cateohis- 
mus,  Ecolesiw  AnglioansB.  Psalterium, 
68.  6d.  olothj  lOs.  6d.  calf. 

SequentisB  ex  Missalibus,  Anglicis, 

Gallicis,  Oermanicis  DesumptsB.  Colleeit. 
notulasque  addidit  J.  M.  Nsalb,  A.M.  ^s! 

Ordo  Sseclorum;  a  Treatise  on  the 

Chronology  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  By 
H.BKowNK,M.A.,eanonofChichester.  20s. 

Pearson  on  the  Creed,  revised  and 

corrected.  ByTaMpm  Chbtalubb,  B.D. 

James  on  the  Corruptions  of  Scrip- 

ture,  Councils,  and  Fathers,  by  the  Pre- 
lates, Pastors,  and  Pillars  of  the  Church  of 
Kome.    Eevised  by  J.  E.  Cox,  M.A.    128. 

Fullwood's  Roma  Ruit.    Tlie  Pillars 

of  Some  Broken.  New  Edition,  by  C. 
Habbwick,  M.A.    Octavo.    lOs.  6d. 

The  Scriptural    Character    of   the 

English  Church  considered.    With  Notes. 

/q?\^^^?^J?^?'''"'»"**'  M.A.,  Principal 
ot  St.  Mark  s  CoUege.    Octavo.    12s.  ed. 

College  Lectures  on  Ecclesiastical 

History.  By  W.  Bates,  B.D.,  Fellow  of 
Chnats  College,  Cambridge.  Third 
Edition.    68.  ed. 

CoUege  Lectures  on  Christian  An- 
tiquities.   By  the  same.    9s. 

Hints  for  an  Improved  Translation 

of  the   New  Testament.     By  Professor 

.     BCHOLEFIBLD,  M.A.     38.  6d. 

Chora.1  Service  of  the  Church:  an 


InquuT  into  the  Liturgical  System  of  the 
Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Foundationa.  By 
J.^Jbbb,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Peterstow.    IBs. 

The  Personality  of  the   Tempter, 

By  C.  J.  Vadghait,  D.D.,  Head  Master  of 
Harrow  School.    Octavo.    78.  6d. 

Sermons  Preached  in  the  Chapel  of 

Harrow  School.  By  the  same  Author. 
Second  Series.    12s. 

Sermons  preached  before  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford.  By  C.  A.  Ooilvie,  D.D., 
Canon  of  Christ  Church.    Octavo.    5s. 

Lectures  on  the  Prophecies.    By  A 

M'Caul,  p.D.,  Professor  of  Divinity  in 
King  8  College,  London.    Octavo.    78. 

The    Messiahship    of    Jesus.     Tlie 

Concluding  Series  of  Wabbuetonian  Lec- 
tures.   By  Db.  M'Caul.    78. 

Discourses  on  Cliristiau  Humiliation 

ami  on  the  City  of  God.    By  C.  H.  Tebboi 
D.D.,  Bishop  of  Edinburgh.    78.  6d.  ' 

College  Cliapel  Sermons.     By  W 

Whewell,  D.D.    lOs.  6d. 


^mali  §ooks  on  ^rcat  Sinhjnis. 

PWlosophical   Theories   and    PhilosopUcal 

Experience.    Ss.  6d. 
On  the  Connexion  between  Physiology  and 

Intellectual  Science.    Ss.  6d.  •'»•'" 
On  Man's  Power  over  Himself  to  prevent  or 

control  Insanity.    3s.  6d. 
I"*'"°^<'tionto  Practical  Organic  Chemistry. 

Brief  View  of  Greek  Philosophy  to  the  Ago 
ofPencles.    Ss.  6d.  * 

Greek  Philosophy  from  Socrates  to  the 
Coming  of  Christ.    3s.  ed. 

Christiivn  Doctrine  and  Practice  in  the 
Second  Century.    3s.  6d. 

Exposition  of  Vulgar  and  Common  Errors. 

OS.  Oct. 

Introduction  to  Vegetable  Physiology  38  6d 
On  the  Principles  of  Criminal  Law.  3s.  ed  ' 
Chnatian  Sects  in  the  Nineteenth  Century 

3s.  ed.  '* 

General  Principles  of  Grammar.    38.  6d 
Sketches  of  Geology.    3b.  6d. 
State  of  Man  before  the  Promulgation  of 

Christianity.    3s.  6d.  . 
Thoughts   and  Opinions   of  a   Statesman, 

Second  Edition.    3s.  ed. 
On  the  Eesponsibilitiea  of  Employers.  Ss.  ed 
Christian  Doctrine  andPractioe  in  theTwelfth 

Century.    3s.  ed. 
The  PhOosophy  of  Ragged  Schools.    38.  ed. 
On  the  State  of  Man  subsequent  to  the  Pro- 

mnlgation  of  Christianity.    Four  Parts. 

4e.  ed.  each. 


CLASSICAL  TEXTS,  Car^uUy  SevUed. 

jEschtli  EnHBiriDEs.    Is. 

C^sab  de  Bkllo  Gallico.  LtoIV.    Is  Cd 

clrll^  de  Amicitia  et  de  Sbitbctuhi.   Is," 

CiCEBo  de  Ofmciis.    2s. 

Cicero  pro  Plancio.    6d. 

ClOBBO  pro  MlLONB.     Is. 
ClOERO  pro  MUBSNA.     Is. 

CicebonisObatioPhilippicaSbcuhda  Is 
Demosthenes  m  Leptikeb.    is 

'"orTorTs.er"'"     ^=°'"'''     '^^ 
EoBiPiDis  BacchjK.    Is. 
ExcBBPTA  ex  Abeiawo.    2s.  ed. 
ExcEBPTA  ex  LtrciANo.    28.  6d 
E^XOERPTA  ex  Taoiti  Annalibus.    2s.  6d 
HoEATn  Satib*.    Is. 

HOBATII  CAEMIIf A.     Is.  6d. 

Hobath  Ahs  Poetica.    6d. 
OviDii  Fasti.    Is.  6d. 
Platonis  Ph^do.    28. 

PtATONIS   MbNEXENUS.      Is. 

Platonis  Phsdeus.    Is.  6d. 

PtABTi  Milks  Globioscs.    Is. 

Plauti  Teinummus.    Is. 

Pluiabch's  Lives  of  Solon,  Pbbicles,  and 

Philopcbmen.    28. 
SopHocLis  Philoctetbs,  with  Notes.    28 

276d''"™'"*'*'^  Tybannus.  with  Not^s, 
Taciti  Gebicania.    Is, 
Iaciti  Agbicola.    Is. 
Trrkntii  Andhia.     Is. 
Tbbbnth  Adelphi.    Is. 
ViBGiLii  Obobgica.    Is.  ed. 


TheAlcestis  of  Euripides;  withNotes 

^/;,^?*,°*'^/  D.D.rBishop  of  Gloucester 
andBnstoI.    Cheaper  Edition.    4e.  ed. 

Miiller's  Dissertations  on  the  Eume- 

nides  of  ^schylus.  Cheaper  Edition.  68. 6d. 

Propcrtius ;  with  English  Notes.    A 

Preface  on  the  State  of  Latin  Scholarship, 
and  Copious  Indices.  By  F.  A.  Palby 
Editor  of  .<E*(;*yii«».    Octavo.    lOs.  6d.     ' 

Arundines  Cami,  sive  Musarum  Can- 

tabrigiensium  Lusus  Canori,  coDegit  atque 
edidit  Henbicus  Deuet,  M.A.  Foi^th 
Edition.    128. 

The  Politics  of   Aristotle.     With 

Notes.  By  Richard  Cokghbvb,  M.A.. 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Wadham  Colleee.  Ox- 
ford.    Octavo. 

Agamemnon  of  ^schylus,  the  Text 

with  a  Translation  into  English  Verse,  and 
Notes.  By  J.  Conington.M.A.,  Professor 
ot  Latin  in  the  University  of  Oiford.  78. 6d. 

JSschylus  translated  into  English 

Verse.  With  Notes,  and  a  Life  of  ^schylus 
By  J.  8.  BtACKiB,  Professor  of  Greek! 
Edinburgh.    Two  Volumes.    168. 

Phsedrus,  Lysis,  and  Protagoras  of 

Plato.    Translated  bV  J.  WEiaHT,  M.A 
Master  of  Sutton  Coldfleld  School.   4s.  6d! 

Homeric  Ballads:  the  Text,  with 

Metrical  Translations  and  Notes.  Bv  the 
late  Dr.  Maginw.    68.  ' 

Tacitus,  the  Complete  Works,  with 

a  Commentary,  Life  of  Tacitus,  Indices, 
and  Notes.  Edited  by  Professor  Rittbb 
ol  Bonn.    Four  Volumes.    Octavo.    288. 

Aristophanis    Comoedise    Vndecira 
cum  Notis   et   Indice  Historico,  edidit 
HvBEETVs  A.  HoLDBN,  A.M.    Coll.  Trin 
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By  Dr.  Doi<  ALDSoir.    168. 

Becker's  Gallus ;  or,  Roman  Scenes 

of  the  Time  of  Augustus,  with  Notes  and 
iixcursus.    Second  Edition.    128. 

Becker's  Charicles ;  or,  Illustrations 
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Speeches  of  Demosthenes  against 

Aphobus    and   Onetor,    Translated,  with 
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Fables  of  Babrius.    Edited  by  Sir 

G.  C.  Lewis,  Bart.,  M.P.    68.  ed. 
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of  Cambndge.    128.  6d. 

New  Hebrew  Lexicon.  With  Gjam- 

of  the  Book  of  Genesis.  Also  a  Chafdeo 
Grammar,  Lexicon  and  Grammatical 
Analysis  of  the  Chaldee  Words  of  the  Old 
Testament.  By  T.  Jakbett,  M.A.,  Pro. 
feasor  of  Hebrew,  Cambridge.  Octavo.  2l8. 

Phraseological     and     Explanatory 

Notes  on  the  Hebrew  Text  of  Che  Book  of 
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Guide  to  the  Hebrew  Student.    By 
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Cambndge.    lOs.  6d.  ' 

The  Psalms  in  Hebrew,  with  Critical 
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